An arsenal of myths
fired by a nonentity

DOUBTS and  rumours pUrsi
ithout the identity of the killer —
or killers — of President John F
Kennedy

Hovks on the subject have multiplied
und u rash of documentaries and discus-
sin programmes  has  broken out on
Television,

That this should happen simost 15
s after the sssasxination In De
Pluza, Dalflas, Texus, on November
1983, needs some explination

A new lease of llfe was given o this
Kennedy industry by the Fresdom of
Information Act in the United States,
whervhy ny citizsen can require agencies
ol Ihe federal government to supply
Infurmation — including documents —
provided these are not on classifisd fists
affecting national security

Since it is difficult to argue that evems
surrounding the assassination of a Presi-
dent more than a decsde ago cunstitute
“nationel security”, writers and journal-
ts1s tn the United States have had a rich
hurvest of documents from all sorts of
archives in Washington D.C., and beyond.
The results are now appearing in full
wpate

The central question vontinues to be
whether the Commission of Enquiry
uppointed by Kennedy's successor, Lyn-
tlon B. Johnson, arrived at the truth when
it cuncluded that Kennedy was assassi-
by Lee Harvey Oswald, alons,
uniided, and with na other persons
mvolved. at home or overseas. An
issussinalion — especially of a head of
stule and even mare especially, of so
alluring and vouthful & President as John
edy — always altracts conspiracy

Such theuriex can go all the way from
the notion of a local political conspiracy,
to one tavelving collusion by local, or
State police, 1o grander theories involw-
ing the CIA, tho FBI., and heyand that to
the KGB in Moscow, or Castro’s agents
uperating in the United Stutes

Untidy report

ne book which appeared in 1976, by a
furmer London sollcitor, Michael
Eddowos, argued that when Lee Harvey
fswald defected to Russia in 1858, he was
Killwl by the KGB. then a substitule
resembling  Oswald was  trained, and
relurned to the United States {compiete
with Russian bride. Marina "Oswald”)
for counter-intelligence sctivities,

The suthor did not explain the
astounding ability of the Russiana 1o
manufacture o twin for Oswald, complete
with Texas drawl, who could fool even
Crnwald's mother, his cider brother, and
uther relstives who had known Lee
(hwald since birth. But at least it
Hlusirated the attraction of conspliracy
theories for those looking for them.

Thal said. there are certainly some
untidy features of the official Report of
ihe Warren Commisalon Into the ussassi-
nutlun uf President Kennedy, despite the
impressive arcay of Senators, Congreoss-
men, and legal counsel assembled to xift
the evidence presented to It under its
chairman. Earl Warren, Chief Justice of
the United States Supreme Court. As it
stundx, (he Report — first published in
1984 — reuds liks o brief for the
cution auainst the dead Lee Harvey
d, rather than a pursuit of the-
No alternative explanation other
he “lone assassin’ theory was
evnsitered with any seriousness

Thrwughout the Warren Heport there
b conkelous attempt not to inguire into
any lvads that could compromise that
single  explanation. Ye! experienced
lawyers with no particular axes to grind.

very distinguished gcholars on both
den of the Atlaniic, have been very
vritical of the handling of the evidence
ivsented o the Warren Commission,
wvven the handling of witnesses who came
hefore it

The main conciusion of these crities
has been that the Warren Commission
founid it expedient, for eliher reasons of
state or more simply, to close a case which
stretched in a hundred different direc
thonx. 1o find Oswald guilty as & solitary
awussin. And since he was not alive to
1estify to any ulternative explanation, the
offivial book was closed on the Kennedy
assussinution A

Bul some questions persisted, Oswald
must have had ive. What was it?

— e

There was plenty of evidence that he
almited Kennedy, that he wished the
President and his family no (L, despits
Oswaltl's openly expressed Marxist views.

Perhups he was capable of shooting
some of the extreme Right-wing politi-
clunx who paixaned the political debate in
Texas — the Birchites and racisis who
fluurished In Dallas among the rich oil
Iveoons and clsewhere among the poor
whiles. But why Kennedy, who did not
helong 1o those factions? Again, apart
rom the “Why*" there was the “How?"

Huw wik [t that & confessed Marxist —
ktwwn 1o the FBL. under continuous
surveillunce by that Agency, and also by
the Sevret Service, could install himself
in view ol hundreds of onlookers at an
npen window  directly above the Prasi-
tlent’s motorcade with every member of
the Dulles police force on special alert
and the President’s bodyguard scanning
[} huilding above and wbout the
tlurcarle, How could it happen?

Hevand these questions, there Les the
comtinuing enluma of Lee Harvey Oswald
— whether he killed thee President: if so
how, aned why! Two books appearing this
wevk seek answers 1o these questlons.”
e deals primarily with Oswald's defec-
ton o the Soviet Union in 1859, his
uetivities there until his return to the
United Stutes in 1062, and his life up ta
the day of the assassination. The other
cineenirates on the eourtship and mar-
rihwe of Lee Oswald and his Russisn
bride, Marina Prusakova.

The “Lezend” which Edward Jay
Epstein seeks to uneover is the secrst
L of Lev Oswald, and, in particular;
{swalid’s relutions with the intelligence
P lay! of three nations — the Hnited
b iviel Russia, and Cuba. Each of
thire  ag % hod a close interest in
(hwald's activities helween 1959 to 1963,
The real interest of Epstein’s book is not
= much in any attempt he makes (o
utiruvel the seerets of Oswald's mind, and
his political convictions. On both those

5 r||:4 tu fail 1o add anything new
ntlal 1

the existing secounts
her in the suthor’s
his readers into the
. endiessly convoluted world of
waplunaie and counterssplonage,

Furts of John le Carre and his thriller
“The Spy Who Came In From the Cold™
will rind in Epstein’s book that truth is
Just by strane as fletion — sometimes
anuer. For instance, when a leading
an official in the Soviet delegation at
ieva disarmament talks defected to
the Uinited Statex early in D64 — & matter
of after nssassination—
was hu o genuine defedtor, ur was he
planted by the KGB as a “disinformation”
expert, designed to draw attention away
frum the possibfe fact that Uswild had
heen reerulied as a Soviet spy”

The permutstions of farm of psycho
liieal cold-warfare are endless, and the
merits of Epstein’s book are that he has
sune info the world of espionage and
tounivr-espionage with preat
tharuughness, 5o much so, in fact, that he
becomues Immersed in wider questions and
all hut forgets the title of his book

Priscilla  Johnson McMillan is  an
expericneed  American  joumnalist  and
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As the "who Killed

President
John F.
Kennedy:
alluring,

Kennedy'
controversy reaches
another climax,
EDMUND IONS,
Reader in Politics
at York University,
reports on two
studies of Les
Harvey Oswald
which look at his

secret ife before
Dallas in 1963

author why has specialised in Russlan
alTairs fur many vears now. She fs fluent
i Russian, and spent three yeurs in the
Suvivt Unien during the Ume when
Oswald defected. She has spent the last 13
fvirx researching her book “Maring and
" and she had the iImmense advantage
of waining the confidence of Marina
Oxwald in the years that followed the
death of Lee Oswald and then the
publication of the Warren Conimission’s
lh-purl in 1964

Herv, the authur is concerned Lo take us
it the stormy. loverhate relationship
hetween Lee and Marina Oswald, ugsinst a
hackdrop that moves from Moscow and
Minak to the hissres warld of expatriste
Russiuny —some of them related (o the
Russian nobility — In the upper echelons
of Dullax suciety,

Sense of failure

It way & society in which Lee Oswald
hal no purt when he brought his bride and
4 baby daughter hack from Minsk in 1962,
Hut for Marina — a very beautiful voung
Hussian who could neither speak nor

Maring was always attractive to men,
amvl she enjoyed. even basked in their
admiration at home in Russia. and then in
Dallax und New Orleans, where she (ried
10 settle with the voung, insecure, penni-
Ivsy Texan she had married. and whose
mability to hold down & job was unly
purtly due to his dishonourable dizchirge
frum the US, Marines, following his
defoction,

Owwaldl emerges from this study ax a
vinlent, jeslous. emotionally dependent
mun, with no prospect

deeply resentful
s oo

il Marina's capacity for attracting admir-
atinn from huln men and women. Perhaps

nomewhere in the recesses of
alid’'s resentments and his personal
of failure, lies the exptanation for
happened in Desley Plaza in Novem-
1863 By then, Oswald's marriage was
practically in ruitns; he had no prospects
whatover, and he was taking seps to
return o Russia, by way of Cuba.

When visax were refused, and when
Uswald found himself bautked on every
sitle by the cumbined buresucracies of two
super-powers, did he xevks revenge on
hilh systems because he began to suspect
the iruth — that neither side had any use
fer him, and that he was exposed as a
seless  ponenlity? Perhaps somewhers
there, in Oswald’s private humiliation, lay
the seein of @ futlle gesture, the enormity
T which was heyond his comprehension as
Iritd to face hiv own bittérnexs and
ilespadr.

These two hooks are not the last word on
the Kennedy assassination and the
5 e s which surrounded and
fullowed jt. There will be others, because
the tragenly has moved from the level of
historical event to that of myth —a myth
peculiorly suited to bur time, with its
seise of hanished hopes, it cult of
Violenee, 118 voyeurism, and the
sitluctions of irralional doctrines. All of

hese came together in the contorted

pesunulity of ¢ Harvey Oswald, who
wus ullimately u flgure of tragedy, not of
vl

We stll lack certainty, beyond a
ble doubt, of how and why John
erald Kennedy was murdered in
as In November, 1963,
iward Jay FEpatein, Legend: The
World of Lee Hlarvey Oswald
{Hutchinsan, £5.50). Prisciila Johnson
McMillan: Marina and Lee (Collins,
E7.




