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LECEND: The Seerel arld of Lee “Why Did O.w;nld Defect to Russia? roes Hound. Hencee [ was unable o be-
Harvey Osiwald, by Edward J. Ws thesis is that Oswald was recruited  lieve oven new facts which Epstein

Epitein, Feader's Digost Press.

At

By Mriseitia Johison MeMillan

Three years apo Reader's  Digest
Press connaissionesd Edward T Fo-
stein tow nde o book about Lee Harvey
Ouwald. Now, a purported 40 inter-
viewss ol oquarter of & milhen dol-
Lizn Spsbting presents us with
e RS Seeret World of Lee
Harvey Oszv ald.”

laatest,

T he

Since ke title containg Onwald's
natae, the retwder will ask whether the
hook adili to our understanding of
President  Kennedy's assussination
Unbntcaately it does nnt, € n an
wpportizary to enliphten, Epstein has
il vy ten sl another irrespon-
Pich will exploat the read-
and compound  his

sibile ook v
er's  eonli on

denbiga,

Ppstein earcely weites abiout the
assassinatic i, And, except for leaving
w lonpliole fur a po “Cuban
connechion,” he does not challenge the
Warren Comnnssion’s verdicet that
Qawa'd alore kilied Prerident Kenne-
ey,

Siit the haok's title and the pub-
Hesty surronnding i lead the reader to
expeet corspiracy, and in this he will
nat he disappainted

ssihle

What b pstoin bos done i5 write wao
buioks  Glawdt teunspira-
cirn bt e does ot eontend that ei-
ther conapdoacy led 1o the President’s

inter lecking

by the Sovict seerel service or KGB
while he was with the Marine Corps in
Japan in 1967 or 1958, and that follow-
ing his defection o Russian in, 1959 he
giws the Russians seerets about the U-
2 spy planc.

The sccond book is much more
complex. It focvuses on Yury Nosenko,
a KGE officia]l who defected 1o the
West twie months after the assassina-
tion, and an the wars inside the US.in-
telligence community about whether
Nosenkn was 4 Soviet “plant™, sent
over to coavinee US officials that
Oswald had never been o KGB agent
and Russia was therefore innocent in
the President's murder.

It is to this book Kpstein has given

his heart -~ this is the book he has

writien, e eoncludes that after end-
lees battieg the CTA wl FRIL to cover
up thuir pre wsination “negleet” of
Oswald, colluded 10 aceept Nosenko's
story. The CIA and FBIL were thus
loeked in a post-assassination
‘conspiracy” with the KGB that en-
dures to this day.

The book's firsy casualty is truth.
Again and again Epstein bends facts
and rewrites Oswald's personality to
mike him not the inept, self-defeating
man he mostly was, but eapable and
trustworthy == a plausible secret
agent,

From vchildhood, to the dMarine
Corps, fo Russin and back, Epstein has
missed the facts and the fvel of
Oswald's life; so that the more 1 knew

seems genuinely o have uneovered
and which I wished to helieve, While
Epsten appears cnable oven o gt
simple facts struight, he pgocs o great
lengihs to establish an auea of authen-
ticity, as in his use of the CIA waond
“fluttering™ for “lie detector tests.”

Most of his errors, however, appear
intentionally ceafted w ereate an an-
true portrait of a seeret agent. To sup-
port his thests that Oswald was ro-
cruited in Japan, a “Eurasiun” purl
whom he knew there miracuiously he-
comes @ “Russian.” Nor does Oswild
ever “meet” anyone if Epsiemn can
“have him ‘contacted” instead. Kpstein
has even usied a grapholog b o prove
that Oswald’s diary was composed in
two sittings and that o letter Be wrote
in Minsk was written “uader active
tutelage by a secend party.”

The most epregious example, how-
over, oecurs in o chapter ealled “The
Underground Man," where Epstoin
cites the fact that for almost a wmoenth
in the sutumn of 1862, Gewiaki's res-
deace was, and still s, unknown, Of
this period Epstein says, “He wais now,
as he hinnsell later wrote g feier,

‘underground.' ™

Only the letter Fonstein cites Lo
support his claun that Oswalid o 1002
was “underground,” is o letter Oswald
wrote Latee to the LS
Communist Larty asitng, in an ontive
ly dilferent contest, whcther he
should try to help it “abuve ground, or
always remuin in the background, 1e.,

YRR SV T R o

dearh Fhe fiest book should be ealled  aboul a particular phase the more er- underground.”
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Lee fiarvey Gswald ae o Marine, in Soviel Unioa aud siler arrest.

As it happened in real Jife,
Oswiilid's donueile in Dallas in 1962
Rk it 1o do with s politiend ae
tivities in New Orcleans in TGS, anel

" Epstonn’s Ik the twa has ta be

callged by sts true name - dishone sty

Another easualty is coimmon sense
Soviet intelligenve does pot oecroid
enthusiasts, Hke OQswald, much prefer
rimgg hose wha are suljeet to blaek
mail. dorcover, the ehances are thal
Oswald did not, as Epstem believes,
give the Hussians U2 pecrets on has
defection. Fog e s ians knew whid
they peeded to ko, thee eruisingt alti-

tude, and Lk only massile capacity
1 shieot down the U2 ureralt

Ll Oswald told the Russians any
secrets, they would almost certainly
have gronted him cnzenship ad
raade hum, oneffeet, their prisoner, He
could not then have left the country
with a conspicuously  Russian  wile
and drift from one job (welder, pho-

topraphie trainee, proaser of coffee
machinery) ta snother, shool st Maj.
Giond, Bdwan AL Walker, i write doz-
ens of letters, ag he did, to the US
Communist Party, the Worker, the So-
viel Embuassy i Washington, and oth-
crwise enjpage the atlentions of the
FBL Having potten somncone on the
houk, the KGI does not allow him to
ship of [ so easily.

The book's final casually is con-
text, the atmosphere in which Lee
Oawald bresthal and hived has Dife,
What Fpstein, the conspiraey theorists
amd JEdpae Hoover all have shared is
a ltendeney to treat the “pre- 1963
Orawald as il he, were Lhe post-196%
Onwald, sl as il every action which
the KGB, the FIOL the CIA ur the State
Department touk, or fuiled to take
witl respect to him prior to the assas-
sination was of huge importance al the
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But the early Oswald was a nobody.

Marine Corps acquaintances called
him “Qzzie Rulibit” Aline Mosby, a
United  Press International reporter
whu interviewed him in Moscow in
1959, found him so urcexceptional that
she eould hardly remember him later,
I, who met hion at the same time,
thought of him as “httle Lee Oswaldl”

And Richard Snyder, the UK, consular:

offivial who dealt with hinin 1959 and
1961, ealied the Oswald of those days a
“tiny ripple in a bureawrratic ocean”

It was only on that dark November
afternaon i 196G that the hoy wae met
ceaned Lo be “hitle Les Oswald” or, as
he signed some of his letters, “Lee 11
Oswald,” and heeame, in a singi, gi-
gantic leap, the Lee Harvey Oswald of
history.

Prisciila McMillan is the author of
the recently published “Marina and
Lee”
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