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e G
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ar id
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C
o
n
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m
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m
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g
O

o
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LE
G

E
N

D
 

the secret w
orld of 

. LE
E

 H
A

R
V

E
Y

 
O

SW
A

LD
 

E
dw

ard Jay E
pstein 

• 

In
 th

e 1
5
 y

ea
rs sin

ce th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 o

f J
o
h

n
 . 

F
itzgerald

 K
en

n
ed

y, n
u

m
erou

s b
ook

s an
d

 articles 
h

ave b
een

 w
ritten

 in
 an

 attem
p

t to exp
lain

 w
h

at 
rem

ain
s essen

tially a m
ystery. T

h
is b

ook
 d

oes n
ot 

follow
 th

at fam
iliar p

attern
, an

d
 its sign

ifican
ce 

reach
es far b

eyon
d

 th
e w

orld
 of b

u
llets, trajectoriei 

an
d

 con
sp

iracy th
eories in

to th
e h

eart of on
e of th

e; 
m

ost sen
sation

al—
an

d
 h

eretofore h
id

d
en

--in
telli- 

I is 

gen
ce cases of m

od
ern

 tim
es. 

 
F

or the truth is that shockinglylittle is know
n about 

th
e m

ost cru
cial p

eriod
 in

 th
e life of K

en
n

ed
y's 

assassin—
the years L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald spent in 

M
arin

e C
orp

s (w
h

ere h
e h

ad
 access to secret in

for-
m

ation of "highest priority" to the Soviet U
nion) and, 

follow
in

g h
is d

efection
, in

 R
u

ssia. In
d

eed
, it n

ow
 

ap
p

ears th
at m

ost of w
h

at h
as b

een
 accep

ted
 as th

e 
truth about those years m

ay in fact be a "legend"—
a 

cover story—
w

ritten by the K
G

B
 and skillfully fed to 

U
.S

. in
telligen

ce services. 
• W

ho w
as the enigm

atic K
G

B
 defector spreading' 

th
e legen

d
? 

• W
hy w

as the F
B

I so eager to accept the legend as 
tru

e? 
• W

hy, after C
IA

 officials suspicious of the legend 
had prepared a list of questions for the defector, did  

th
e F

B
I refu

se to p
erm

it th
e q

u
estion

s to b
e ask

ed
? 

• W
h

y w
as th

e legen
d

 n
ever in

vestigated
 b

y th
e 

W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

—
or even

 b
y th

e seetidn as-
signed to exam

ine O
sw

ald's life in the Soviet U
nion? 

B
ecause these and other questions have never been 

an
sw

ered
, th

e ed
itors of R

ead
er's D

igest ask
ed

 au
-

th
or E

d
w

ard
 Jay E

p
stein

 (see "
B

eh
in

d
 th

e L
in

es,"
 

p
age 13) to u

n
d

ertak
e a m

ajor exam
in

ation
 of th

e 
secret w

orld through w
hich O

sw
ald m

oved during his 
fin

al years. E
p

stein
 b

egan
 th

is task
, tw

o years ago, 
b

y stu
d

yin
g m

ore th
an

 10,000 p
ages of p

reviou
sly 

classified docum
ents pertaining to O

sw
ald, and con-

d
u

ctin
g, w

ith
 a staff of assistan

ts, m
ore th

an
 400 

in
terview

s w
ith those w

ho had befriended O
sw

ald or 
crossed

 h
is trail in

 th
e years b

efore h
is d

eath
. T

h
e 

evid
en

ce th
u

s u
n

covered
 lead

s th
e read

er in
to a 

shadow
 w

orld of spies, double agents and intelligence 
services—

and to the startling conclusion that at one 
of th

e m
ost p

erilou
s m

om
en

ts in
 w

orld
 h

istory th
e 

interests of the R
ussian K

G
B

 and the A
m

erican F
B

I 
becam

e strangely intertw
ined. 

It is w
ith

 th
ese p

u
zzlin

g even
ts th

at L
egend: T

he 
S

ecret W
orld of L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald begins. (T

his tw
o-

part condensation w
ill conclude in the A

pril R
eader's 

D
igest.) 

1 
82  

N JANUARY 20, 
1964, Y

u
ri 

Ivanovich N
osenko stepped 

off an A
eroflot jet in G

ene- 
va k

n
ow

in
g th

at if every-
th

in
g w

en
t as p

lan
n

ed
, h

e w
ou

ld
 , 

never again see his hom
e in M

oscow
, 

or the w
ife and tw

o children he had ,. 
left behind. H

e passed easily through .  

the Sw
iss passport control w

ith his 
diplom

atic docum
ents. O

fficially, he 
w

as a delegate to the 17-nation dis-
arm

am
en

t con
feren

ce d
u

e to con
-

ven
e th

e n
ext d

ay. 
A

fter checking into the R
ex H

otel 
in

 d
o

w
n

to
w

n
 G

en
ev

a
, N

o
sen

k
o

 
took

 a w
alk

. O
n

 a sid
e street h

e  

stop
p

ed
 at a p

ay p
h

on
e, d

ialed
 th

e 
telegraph service and dictated a cod-
ed

 m
essage. A

 d
ivision

 w
ith

in
 th

e 
U

n
itcd

 S
tates C

en
tral In

telligen
ce 

A
gen

cy h
ad

 b
een

 w
aitin

g for th
is 

telegram
 for to m

on
th

s. D
u

rin
g a 

previous disarm
am

ent conference in 
G

eneva, in June 102, N
osenko had 
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catacted
 th

e C
IA

 an
d

 o
ffered

 to
 act 

as a sp
y
 w

h
en

 h
e retu

rn
ed

 to
 R

u
ssia. 

S
in

c
e
 th

a
t tim

e
 h

e
 h

a
d
 n

o
t b

e
e
n
 

h
eard

 fro
m

. 
N

o
 o

n
e in

 th
e ag

en
cy

 co
u

ld
 h

av
e 

p
red

icted
 th

e fu
ro

r th
at h

is reap
p
ear-

an
ce w

o
u
ld

 b
rin

g
 ab

o
u
t. N

o
sen

k
o
 

w
as ab

o
u
t to

 p
resen

t in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

th
at w

o
u

ld
 cau

se d
eep

 d
iv

isio
n

s in
 

U
.S

. in
tellig

en
ce serv

ices, alter th
e 

careers of several high-ranking intel-
lig

en
ce o

fficers an
d

 raise q
u

estio
n

s 
a
b

o
u

t U
S

. se
c
u

rity
 th

a
t h

a
v

e
 n

o
t 

b
een

 reso
lv

ed
 to

 th
is d

ay
. 

O
n
ly

 h
o
u
rs after N

o
scn

k
o
's m

es-
sag

e w
as receiv

ed
, a to

p
-lev

el C
IA

 
case o

fficer w
as o

n
 a p

lan
e to

 G
en

e-
v
a. A

 m
em

b
er o

f th
e S

o
v
iet R

u
ssia 

D
ivision, the area of the C

IA
 respon-

sib
le fo

r esp
io

n
ag

e activ
ities co

n
-

cern
in

g
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
, h

e w
as 

ch
o
sen

 fo
r th

e assig
n

m
en

t b
ecau

se 
he had already m

et N
osenko, having 

opened the operational file on him
 in 

1962. 
T

h
is file rev

ealed
 th

at N
o
scn

k
o

 
w

as 
b

o
rn

 o
n

 O
cto

b
er 3

0
, 1

9
2

7
, in

 
N

ik
o
lay

ev
, R

u
ssia. In

 th
e 1

9
5
o
s, h

is 
fath

er w
as an

 altern
ate m

em
b
er o

f 
th

e all-p
o
w

erfu
l C

en
tral C

o
m

m
ittee 

o
f th

e C
o
m

m
u
n
ist P

arty
. N

o
sen

k
o
 

h
im

self, acco
rd

in
g

 to
 h

is o
w

n
 state-

m
en

ts, h
ad

 serv
ed

 in
 S

o
v
iet in

telli-
g
en

ce sin
ce th

e ag
e o

f 
2

2
, first in

 
N

av
al In

tellig
en

ce, th
en

, after 1
9

5
3

, 
in

 th
e S

tate S
ecu

rity
 A

g
en

cy
, th

e 
u
n
it w

h
ic

h
 is k

n
o
w

n
 n

o
w

 b
y
 th

e
 

initials K
G

B
. 

O
n

 Jan
u

ary
 2

3
, in

 a q
u

iet ap
art-

m
ent in a suburb of G

eneva, the C
IA

 
case o

fficer w
aited

. It w
as lu

te after-
n

o
o

n
 w

h
en

 th
e d

o
o
rb

ell fin
ally

 ran
g

. 
8

1
 

A
 m

o
m

en
t later th

e case o
fficer rec-

o
g
n
ized

 N
o
scn

k
o
 sau

n
terin

g
 in

to
 

th
e ro

o
m

. H
e w

as a p
o

w
erfu

lly
 b

u
ilt 

m
an

, ab
o

u
t six

 feet tall, w
ith

 a m
as-

siv
e jaw

 an
d

 b
ro

o
d

in
g

 ey
es set d

eep
 

in
 th

eir so
ck

ets. 
A

fter ex
ch

an
g

in
g

 so
m

e p
leasan

t-
ries an

d
 sm

all talk
, th

e tw
o
 m

en
 g

o
t 

d
o
w

n
 to

 a
 to

p
ic

 o
f im

p
o

rta
n

c
e
. 

"H
av

e y
o

u
 fo

u
n

d
 A

n
d

rey
 y

et?" N
o

-
sen

k
o

 ask
ed

. 
T

he cast officer shook his head. In 
th

eir last m
eetin

g
, 5

9
 m

o
n
th

s b
efo

re, 
N

o
sc

n
k
o
 h

a
d
 to

ld
 h

im
 a

b
o
u
t a

n
 

ex
trao

rd
in

arily
 im

p
o

rtan
t A

m
erican

 
ag

en
t w

h
o
m

 th
e S

o
v
iets h

ad
 recru

it-
ed

. Y
et fro

m
 th

e clu
es th

at N
o

sen
k

o
 

h
ad

 th
en

 p
ro

v
id

ed
, th

e C
IA

 h
ad

 n
o
t 

b
een

 ab
le to

 id
en

tify
 th

is p
erso

n
. 

N
o
sen

k
o
 seem

ed
 d

istu
rb

ed
 th

at 
the agent had not been found, and he 
n
o
w

 to
ld

 th
e case o

fficer th
at in

 th
e 

1
9
5
o
s A

n
d

rey
 h

ad
 w

o
rk

ed
 in

 th
e 

m
o
to

r p
o
o
l at th

e U
.S

. em
b
assy

 in
 

M
o
sco

w
—

a clu
e w

h
ich

 m
ad

e th
e 

m
an

's id
en

tificatio
n

 in
ev

itab
le. 

N
o
sen

k
o
 th

en
 p

ro
ceed

ed
 to

 ex
-

p
la

in
 w

h
y
 h

e
 h

a
d
 se

n
t th

e
 c

o
d
e
d
 

teleg
ram

. N
o

t o
n

ly
 w

as h
e w

illin
g

 to
 

tu
rn

 o
v
er im

p
o
rtan

t in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 
th

e C
IA

; h
e also

 w
an

ted
 to

 d
efect. 

T
h
e case o

fficer w
as asto

n
ish

ed
. 

A
t th

eir r9
6

2
 m

eetin
g

, N
o

scn
k

o
 h

ad
 

stated
 th

at, b
ecau

se h
e h

ad
 a w

ife 
an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 in
 M

o
sco

w
, h

e co
u
ld

 
n
ev

er leav
e R

u
ssia. W

h
at h

ad
 h

ap
-

p
en

ed
 to

 cau
se th

is co
m

p
lete tu

rn
-

ab
o

u
t? R

ath
er th

an
 p

ress N
o

scn
k

o
 

ab
o
u
t h

is ch
an

g
e o

f m
in

d
, th

e ca
se 

o
fficer tem

p
o

rized
 b

y
 ask

in
g

, "W
h

at 
in

fo
rm

atio
n

 h
av

e y
o
u
 b

ro
u
g
h
t?" 

N
o
scn

k
o
 d

iscu
ssed

 o
n
e o

r tw
o
  

S
o
v
iet in

tellig
en

ce o
p
eratio

n
s th

at 
h

ad
 co

m
e to

 h
is atten

tio
n

 an
d
 th

en
 

d
ro

p
p
ed

 a co
m

p
letely

 u
n
ex

p
ected

 
b

o
m

b
sh

ell. H
e h

ad
, h

e said
, p

erso
n

-
ally

 su
p

erin
ten

d
ed

 th
e K

G
B

 file o
n

 
L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

 w
h

en
 h

e h
ad

 
defected to the S

oviet U
nion in 1959 

an
d
 co

u
ld

 th
erefo

re co
m

p
letely

 d
e-

scribe O
sw

ald's relationship w
ith S

o-
v
iet in

tellig
en

ce. 

A
n

 E
x

trao
rd

in
ary

 D
ev

elo
p

m
en

t 

A
T

 T
H

IS
 T

IM
E

, 
ju

st tw
o
 

m
o

n
th

s 
h

ad
 p

assed
 sin

ce th
e assassin

atio
n

 
o

f P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n

 F
. K

en
n

ed
y

 b
y

 
O

sw
ald

 an
d
 th

e su
b
seq

u
en

t m
u
rd

er 
o
f O

sw
ald

 b
y
 Jack

 R
u
b
y
. T

h
e file 

th
at th

e C
IA

 m
ain

tain
ed

 o
n
 O

sw
ald

 
p
rio

r to
 th

e assassin
atio

n
 rev

ealed
 

only that he w
as a 24-year-old native 

o
f N

ew
 O

rlean
s, w

h
o
, after serv

in
g
 

in the U
.S

. M
arines, had received an 

early
 d

isch
arg

e an
d

 th
en

 d
efected

 to
 

the S
oviet U

nion, residing in the city 
o
f M

in
sk

 fo
r ab

o
u
t 21/2 years. A

fter 
m

arry
in

g
 a S

oviet citizen nam
ed M

a- 
rin

a P
ru

sak
o

v
a, h

e h
ad

 b
ro

u
g

h
t h

er 
b

ack
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates in

 Ju
n

e 
t9

6
2
. T

h
e last en

try
 in

 h
is C

IA
 file 

before his arrest follow
ing the assas-

sination noted that the C
IA

 station in 
M

ex
ico

 h
ad

 in
tercep

ted
 a telep

h
o

n
e 

call m
ad

e b
y
 O

sw
ald

 fro
m

 th
e C

u
-

ban em
b

assy
 in

 M
ex

ico
 C

ity
 to

 the 
ad

jacen
t S

o
v

iet em
b

assy
. 

O
sw

ald
's d

eath
 h

ad
 left a w

id
e-

o
p
e
n
 v

o
id

 in
 th

e
 c

a
se

. S
u
c
h
 k

e
y
 

questions as w
hy O

sw
ald had defect-

ed
 in

 th
e first p

lace, w
h
at (if an

y
) 

relationship existed C
etw

een O
sw

ald 
and S

oviet intelligence, and w
hether 

an
y

 leg
en

d
, o

r co
v

er sto
ry

, w
as p

re- 

p
a
re

d
 b

y
 th

e
 K

G
B

 fo
r O

sw
a
ld

's. 
return to A

m
erica w

ere sim
ply unan-

sw
e
ra

b
le

. C
o

n
se

q
u

e
n

tly
, ru

m
o

rs 
ab

o
u
t th

e k
illin

g
s co

m
m

an
d
ed

 ev
er-

increasing colum
ns of new

sprint and 
co

m
m

en
tary

 o
n

 rad
io

 an
d

 telev
i-

sion—
a bew

ildering drum
beat of al-

leg
atio

n
s ab

o
u
t left- an

d
 rig

h
t-w

in
g
 

L
et H

arm
 O

sw
ald on

 h
is arrival in

 R
u

ssia, 
from

 a photo taken fir M
oscow

 new
spapers 

factio
n
s, th

e u
n
d
erw

o
rld

, th
e F

B
I, 

th
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e K
G

B
. 

IN
 A

 M
A

T
T

E
R

-O
F

-F
A

C
T

 T
O

N
E

, N
osen-

ko 
e
x
p
la

in
e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 K

G
B

 h
a
d
 

n
o
t h

eard
 o

f O
sw

ald
 u

n
til h

e ap
-

p
eared

 in
 M

o
sco

w
 an

d
 to

ld
 h

is In
-

to
u

rist g
u

id
e
 th

a
t h

e
 in

te
n

d
e
d

 to
 

ren
o
u
n
ce h

is A
m

erican
 citizen

sh
ip

 
an

d
 seek

 S
o

v
iet citizen

sh
ip

. O
n

ly
 

th
e
n

, N
o

se
n

k
o

 c
la

im
e
d

, d
id

 th
e
 

K
G

B
 d

ecid
e "to

 lo
o
k
 in

to
 O

sw
ald

's 
c
a
se

 to
 se

e
 w

h
ic

h
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
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1
 

K
G

B
 m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 u

se
 fo

r h
im

." 
A

n
d
 w

h
at d

id
 th

e K
G

B
 fin

ally
 

decide about O
sw

ald? 
"It w

as decided that O
sw

ald w
as 

o
f n

o
 in

terest w
h
atso

ev
er, so

 th
e 

K
G

B
 recom

m
ended that he go hom

e 
to the U

nited S
tates." 

W
hy then w

as he allow
ed to stay 

for 21/2 years? 
N

osenko explained that O
sw

ald, 
o
n
 learn

in
g
 o

f h
is rejectio

n
, "m

ad
e 

th
e d

ram
atic g

estu
re o

f cu
ttin

g
 h

is 
w

rists. W
orried about the possibility 

th
at O

sw
ald

 w
o
u
ld

 d
o
 th

is ag
ain

 if 
refused asylum

, the S
oviets decided 

to
 g

iv
e h

im
 a tem

p
o
rary

-resid
en

ce 
p
erm

it?' 	
• 

T
h

e in
terro

g
ato

r p
ersisted

: B
u

t 
w

hy w
as O

sw
ald sent from

 M
oscow

 
to M

insk? 
N

o
sen

k
o

 rep
lied

, "M
erely

 b
y

 
ch

an
ce. T

h
e K

G
B

 h
ad

 n
o
t w

an
ted

 
O

sw
ald

 to
 stay

 in
 M

o
sco

w
, an

d
 

M
insk w

as chosen arbitrarily." tie 
W

hy had O
sw

ald been allow
ed to 

m
arry a S

oviet citizen at a tim
e w

hen 
he w

as already planning his redefec-
tion to A

m
erica? 

N
osenko shrugged and answ

ered, 
"S

he already had anti-S
oviet charac-

teristics. S
he w

as not too sm
art any-

w
ay

 an
d
 n

o
t an

 ed
u
cated

 p
erso

n
. 

T
h

e S
o

v
iets w

ere g
lad

 to
 g

et rid
 o

f 
th

em
 b

o
th

." 
N

osenko stated w
ith a great deal 

of assurance that neither O
sw

ald nor 
M

arin
a h

ad
 ev

er b
een

 recru
ited

 o
r 

ev
en

 ap
p

ro
ach

ed
 b

y
 th

e K
G

B
 as 

p
o
ssib

le ag
en

ts. In
 fact, h

e ad
d
ed

, 
S

oviet intelligence did not bother to 
d
eb

rief O
sw

ald
 w

h
en

 h
e cam

e to
 

R
u

ssia b
ecau

se h
e w

as d
eem

ed
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"unstable and of little im
portance." 

T
he case officer im

m
ediately re-

layed N
osenko's story to C

IA
 head-

q
u
arters in

 L
an

g
ley

, V
a. It w

as an
 

ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 d

ev
elo

p
m

en
t. T

h
e 

P
resident's C

om
m

ission on the A
s-

sassin
atio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

, 
headed by C

hief justice E
arl W

arren 
(and popularly know

n as the W
arren 

C
om

m
ission), w

as about to begin its 
hearings. 

If N
osenko's account w

as true, the 
C

IA
 realized, it, could deliver a w

it-
n
ess w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 an
sw

er th
e v

ex
in

g
 

q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

's m
issin

g
 

years in R
ussia. S

o the S
oviet R

ussia 
D

ivision im
m

ediately began sorting 
through N

oienko's story. 
T

h
ere w

ere so
m

e tro
u
b
leso

m
e 

om
issions.. T

o begin w
ith, N

osenko 
had not provided any description of 
th

e
 in

v
e
stig

a
tio

n
 th

a
t th

e
 K

G
B

 
w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e ro

u
tin

ely
 u

n
d

ertak
en

 
to

 ch
eck

 o
u

t v
ario

u
s d

etails in
 O

s-
w

ald's story in 1959, w
hen he first 

applied for S
oviet residence. In other 

such cases, the C
IA

 knew
, the'K

G
B

 
conducted extensive sear ches to es-
tab

lish
 th

e su
b
ject's bona fida, o

r 
credibility. 

N
osenko had claim

ed, m
oreover, 

th
at th

e F
irst C

h
ief D

irecto
rate o

f 
the K

G
B

, responsible for all foreign 
o

p
eratio

n
s an

d
 esp

io
n

ag
e, d

id
 n

o
t 

ev
en

 h
av

e O
sw

ald
's n

am
e o

n
 file 

until O
sw

ald telephoned the S
oviet 

em
bassy in M

exico C
ity in O

ctober 
1963. Y

et the C
IA

 knew
 from

 F
B

I 
su

rv
eillan

ce th
at o

n
 tw

o
 sep

arate 
occasions O

sw
ald had contacted the 

S
oviet em

bassy in W
ashington be-

fore his trip to M
exico. A

ccording to  

the accounts of other defectors from
 

S
oviet intelligence services, the F

irst 
C

hief D
irectorate w

ould have been 
routinely inform

ed of these contacts 
(as they w

ere in M
exico). W

hy had 
N

osenko failed to m
ention them

? 
F

inally, N
osenko's claiin that O

s-
w

ald w
as never even debriefed ran 

directly countepto the C
IA

's expecta-
tion—

based on earlier cases—
of how

 
a defector w

ould be handled by the 
K

G
B

. 

Inside the C
IA

 

T
H

E
 R

E
P

O
R

T
S

 o
n

 N
o

sen
k

o
's d

e-
briefing w

ere read w
ith great inter- 

est by Jam
es Jesus A

ngleton, chief of 
co

u
n

terin
tellig

en
ce in

 th
e C

IA
. 

G
hostly thin, w

ith prem
aturely silver 

h
air an

d
 a fin

ely
 scu

lp
tu

red
 face, 

A
ngleton had edited the poetry m

ag-
azine F

urioso before joining the in- 
telligence service, and had w

orked 
clo

sely
 w

ith
 su

ch
 p

o
ets as E

zra 
P

o
u

n
d

, T
. S

. E
lio

t an
d

 e. e. cu
m

- 
m

ings. H
is avocation w

as propagat-
in

g
 h

is o
w

n
 h

y
b
rid

 o
rch

id
s fro

m
 

seed, a process requiring seven years 
o
f p

atien
t w

aitin
g
 b

efo
re resu

lts 
could be seen. 

It w
as A

ngleton's responsibility to 
g

u
ard

 ag
ain

st an
y

 attem
p

ts b
y

 fo
r- 

eign intelligence services to affect the 
plans of the A

m
erican governm

ent 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
e u

se o
f "d

isin
fo

rm
a- 

tion"—
a m

essage or set of m
essages 

designed to m
islead or m

anipulate a 
governm

ent. A
s far as A

ngleton and 
his staff w

ere concerned, N
oscnko's 

statem
ents had to be view

ed in the 
context of other S

oviet intelligence 
o

p
eratio

n
s. A

t th
e tim

e o
f N

o
sen

- 

k
o

's first ap
p

earan
ce in

 G
en

ev
a 

59 m
onths before, the inform

ation 
h

e p
ro

v
id

ed
 h

ad
 b

een
 ev

alu
ated

 
ag

ain
st o

th
er ev

id
en

ce, in
clu

d
in

g
 

so
m

e o
f th

e m
o

st secret an
d

 sen
si-

tiv
e d

ata th
e C

IA
 p

o
ssessed

. T
h
e 

analysis, w
hich concerned cases that 

h
ad

 n
o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 O

sw
ald

, 

Jam
es Jesu

s A
n

g
leto

n
 

had raised som
e unsettling doubts. 

O
n

e case in
v

o
lv

ed
 th

e p
o

ssib
le 

high-level penetration of U
.S

. intel-
lig

en
ce b

y
 th

e K
G

B
. A

n
g
leto

n
's 

p
rim

ary
 co

n
cern

, as h
e read

 th
e 

tran
scrip

ts, w
as w

h
eth

er th
e n

ew
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 N

o
sen

k
o
 h

ad
 o

ffered
 

about the agent A
ndrey w

as correct, 
o

r w
h

eth
er it w

as an
 attem

p
t to

 
d

eflect th
e C

IA
's in

v
estig

atio
n

 o
f 

this case. 
B

u
t in

 th
e w

eek
s an

d
 m

o
n

th
s 

ahead, A
ngleton w

ould also becom
e 

concerned about N
osenko's account 
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4 
of O

sw
ald's life in the Soviet U

nion. 
It, to

o
, p

resen
ted

 p
ro

b
lem

s. H
e 

w
ould becom

e particularly troubled 
by the claim

 that O
sw

ald had never 
been debriefed by the Soviet intelli-
gence apparatus. 

N
O

SE
N

IC
O
' S

 O
F

F
E

R
 T

O
 D

E
F

E
C

T
 

also 
troubled R

ichard M
. H

elm
s w

ho, as 
D

ep
u

ty D
irector of P

lan
s, m

an
aged

 
th

e en
tire covert sid

e of th
e C

IA
. 

A
 tall, elegan

t m
an

, ,w
ith

 a q
u

iet 
voice an

d
 p

iercin
g eyes, H

elm
s h

ad
 

w
orked in intelligence for m

ore than 
2

5
 years. 
A

s h
e review

ed
 th

e startlin
g d

e-
velop

m
en

t in
 G

en
eva, H

elm
s re-

alized that it presented a potentially 
explosive situation. If N

osenlco's ac-
cou

n
t of O

sw
ald

 in
 R

u
ssia p

roved
 

cred
ib

le, it cou
ld

 solve a seriou
s 

p
rob

lem
 for th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
is-

sion
 an

d
 th

e U
.S

. govern
m

en
t. O

n
 

th
e oth

er h
an

d
, if N

osen
k

o tu
rn

ed
 

out to be a Soviet agent sent over to 
m

isinform
 the C

IA
 and the W

arren 
C

om
m

ission, the sky could fall in on 
S

oviet-A
m

erican
 relation

s. A
t th

e 
very least, it w

ould suggest that the 
S

oviets w
ere goin

g to great len
gth

s 
to contrive a legend about O

sw
ald's 

resid
en

ce in
 th

e S
oviet U

n
ion

. 
Y

et a K
G

B
 in

telligen
ce officer 

w
ho claim

ed know
ledge of a m

issing 
area in the O

sw
ald case sim

ply could 
not be ignored. H

elm
s decided that, 

for th
e tim

e b
ein

g, N
osen

k
o sh

ou
ld

 
be persuaded to serve as a defector in 
place—

that is, to rem
ain in his pres-

ent position in the K
G

B
 but to w

ork 
for th

e C
IA

. A
t a later d

ate, if h
is 

in
form

ation
 p

roved
 ou

t, h
e w

ou
ld
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b
e a

llo
w

ed
 to

 en
ter th

e U
n

ited
 

States. 
In G

eneva, how
ever, N

osenko re-
jected such a course. H

e claim
ed to 

have just received a recall telegram
 

from
 his superiors at the K

G
B

 center 
req

u
irin

g h
im

 to b
e on

 a p
lan

e to 
M

oscow
 on F

ebruary 4. In his opin-
ion, such a telegram

 m
ight m

ean that 
he w

as suspected of dealing w
ith the 

A
m

ericans. If he returned, therefore, 
h

e risk
ed

 b
ein

g arrested
, tortu

red
, 

even executed. H
e had no choice, he 

told his C
IA

 interrogators; he m
ust 

escape on or before F
ebruary 4. 

T
he recall telegram

 left H
elm

s no 
altern

ative. T
h

e C
IA

 cou
ld

 n
ot af-

ford
 to lose a p

oten
tially valu

ab
le 

w
itness to O

sw
ald's activities in the 

Soviet U
nion. H

e took the m
atter to 

Joh
n

 M
cC

on
e, d

irector of th
e C

IA
. 

M
c- C

on
e im

m
ed

iately au
th

orized
 

H
elm

s to
 b

rin
g
 N

o
sen

k
o
 o

u
t o

f 
Sw

itzerland. 

S
k

eleton
 in

 th
e F

B
I's C

loset 

N
E

:a, H
elm

s called
 a m

eetin
g of 

the Inter-A
gency D

efector C
om

m
it-

tee, w
h

ich
 in

clu
d

ed
 rep

resen
tatives 

from
 the State D

epartm
ent, D

efense 
In

telligen
ce A

gen
cy, F

B
I, O

ffice of 
 In

telligen
ce, G

-2, N
ation

al 
Security A

gency and the C
IA

. T
hese 

agencies constituted w
hat w

as loose-
ly called

 th
e in

telligen
ce com

m
u

n
i-

ty, an
d

 th
ey h

ad
 to b

e ap
p

rised
 of 

defectors. 
T

h
e m

om
en

t th
at J. E

d
gar H

oo-
ver, th

e F
B

I d
irector, h

eard
 th

at a 
S

oviet d
efector h

ad
 k

n
ow

led
ge of 

the O
sw

ald case, he told his subordi-
n

a
tes in

 th
e F

B
I th

a
t th

ey
 m

u
st  

"dom
inate the situation." T

he F
B

I, 
not the C

IA
, should control all pans 

of th
e d

eb
riefin

g p
ertin

en
t to O

s-
w

ald and to the K
ennedy assassina-

tion
. N

o q
u

estion
s ab

ou
t O

sw
ald

 
w

ere to b
e p

u
t to N

osen
k

o w
ith

ou
t 

p
rior F

B
I ap

p
roval. A

n
y rep

ort to 
the W

arren C
om

m
ission on N

osen-
k

o's revelation
s sh

ou
ld

 b
e m

ad
e b

y 
the F

B
I. 

E
ven at this stage H

oover saw
 that 

if N
osen

k
o p

rovid
ed

 in
form

ation
 

su
ggestin

g an
y sin

ister relation
 b

e-
tw

een
 O

sw
ald

 an
d

 th
e S

oviets, h
e 

could expose a very destructive skele-
ton in the F

B
1'sdoset: w

hat H
oover's 

private investigation, ten days after 
the assassination, had characterized 
as the "gross incom

petence" of the 
F

B
I's h

an
d

lin
g of O

sw
ald

 on
 h

is 
return from

 R
ussia. 

Im
m

ediately after the assassina-
tion

, H
oover h

ad
 w

an
ted

 to k
n

ow
 

w
h

y O
sw

ald
 w

as n
ot on

 an
y of th

e 
F

B
I's security indices, w

hich includ-
ed m

ore than 2
0
,0

0
0
 nam

es of.poten-
tially d

isloyal in
d

ivid
u

als in
 th

e 
U

n
ited

 S
tates. It w

as k
n

ow
n

 th
at 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 d

efected
 to th

e S
oyiet 

U
n

ion
, offered

 m
ilitary secrets, at-

tem
pted to renounce his citizenship 

an
d

, after h
is retu

rn
, con

sisten
tly 

told
 d

em
on

strab
le lies to th

e F
B

I 
agents w

ho had interview
ed him

. 
H

oover had ordered assistant di-
recto

r J
. H

. G
a

le to
 m

a
k

e a
 fu

ll 
report of "investigative deficiencies 
in

 th
e O

sw
ald

 case."
 O

n
 D

ecem
-

ber 
/0

, 
x963, G

ale rep
orted

 th
at 

"
O

sw
ald

 sh
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 on
 th

e 
Security Index; his w

ife should have 
been interview

ed before the assassi- 

nation, and the investigation intensi-
fied

—
n

ot h
eld

 in
 ab

eyan
ce—

after 
O

sw
ald contacted the Soviet em

bassy 
in M

exico." 
T

he last point w
as especially tell-

ing. W
hen O

sw
ald visited the C

uban 
em

bassy in M
exico in O

ctober 5963, 
less th

an
 tw

o m
on

th
s b

efore th
e 

assassination, the C
IA

 m
onitored a 

telephone call in w
hich he m

ade an 
appointm

ent to see V
alery V

ladim
ir-

ovich K
ostikov, a "consular officer." 

T
his w

as reported to the F
B

I. 
T

he F
B

I knew
 through a double 

agent that K
ostikov w

asn't m
erely a 

consular officer of the em
bassy; he 

w
as a high-level m

em
ber of the 13th 

D
ep

artm
en

t of th
e K

G
B

, h
eavily 

involved in controlling saboteurs in 
M

exico and the U
nited States. 

H
oover responded to this report 

b
y

 secretly
 cen

su
rin

g
 fiv

e field
 

agen
ts, on

e field
 su

p
ervisor, th

ree 
special agents, four headquarters su-
pervisors, tw

o headquarters section 
ch

iefs, on
e in

sp
ector an

d
 W

illiam
 

S
u

llivan
, assistan

t d
irector of th

e 
F

B
I. W

hen som
e of the censured F

B
I 

execu
tives p

rotested
 th

at O
sw

ald
 

h
a
d

 n
o
t m

et th
e criteria

 fo
r th

e 
Security Index, H

oover w
rote back 

a n
ote statin

g: "
C

ertain
ly n

o on
e 

in full possession of all his faculties 
can

 claim
 th

at O
sw

ald 
d

id
n

't fall 
w

ithin this criteria." A
t one point he 

w
rote that these delinquencies in the 

in
vestigation

 of O
sw

ald
 "

h
ave re-

su
lted

 in
 forever d

estroyin
g th

e 
B

ureau as the top-level investigative 
organization." 

If th
e F

B
I w

as to su
rvive, q

u
es-

tion
s con

cern
in

g O
sw

ald
's con

n
ec-89 



_
, a

 

T
H

E
 R

E
A

D
E

R
'S

 D
IG

E
S

T
 	

M
a

rch
 

197
8 	

L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

A
L
D

 

tio
n

s w
ith

 th
e S

o
v

iet in
tellig

en
ce, 

ev
en

 if to
tally

 u
n
related

 to
 th

e assas-
sination, could not be raised. A

s long 
as the public could be convinced that 
O

sw
ald

 w
as a lo

n
e crack

p
o

t, u
n

in
-

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 an
y
 esp

io
n
ag

e o
r su

b
v
er-

siv
e activ

ity
, th

e F
B

I w
o

u
ld

n
't b

e 
h
e
ld

 a
c
c
o
u
n
ta

b
le

 fo
r n

o
t k

e
e
p
in

g
 

h
im

 u
n
d
er su

rv
eillan

ce. A
fter all, 

th
e
 F

B
I w

a
s n

o
t re

sp
o
n

sib
le

 fo
r 

crack
p
o
ts. 

If, h
o
w

ev
er, th

e n
ew

ly
 ap

p
o
in

ted
 

W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 su
g

g
ested

 th
at 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 an

y
 in

v
o

lv
em

en
t w

ith
 

S
o
v
ie

t o
r C

u
b
a
n
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
, n

o
 

m
atter h

o
w

 irrelev
an

t it w
as to

 th
e 

k
illin

g
 o

f th
e P

resid
en

t, th
en

 th
ere 

w
o
u

ld
 b

e n
o
 w

ay
 to

 k
eep

 secret th
e 

F
B

I's, m
ish

an
d

lin
g

 o
f th

e in
v

estig
a-

tio
n
 o

f O
sw

ald
 p

rio
r to

 th
e assassi-

nation, and F
B

I incom
petence w

ould 
b

e
 b

la
m

e
d

 fo
r K

e
n

n
e
d

y
's d

e
a
th

. 
T

h
u

s, b
y

 an
 o

d
d

 tw
ist o

f fate, th
e 

F
B

I's interest lay in concealing rather 
th

a
n

 re
v

e
a
lin

g
 a

n
y
 h

in
t o

f S
o
v

ie
t 

in
v

o
lv

em
en

t. 
T

o
 th

is en
d

, H
o

o
v
er o

rd
ered

 th
e 

In
v

estig
ativ

e D
iv

isio
n

 o
f th

e F
B

I to
 

"leak
" its co

n
clu

sio
n
s th

at O
sw

ald
 

w
as a lo

n
e assassin

 to
 U

n
ited

 P
ress 

In
te

rn
a
tio

n
a
l b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 ev
er h

ad
 a ch

an
ce to

 
m

eet. H
o
o
v
er also

 to
o
k
 th

e p
recau

-
tio

n
 o

f tra
n
sfe

rrin
g
 a

ll th
e
 a

g
e
n
ts 

in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e p

re-assassin
atio

n
 se-

cu
rity

 case to
 o

th
er p

o
sts w

h
ere th

ey
 

w
o

u
ld

n
't b

e
 a

s re
a
d

ily
 a

v
a
ila

b
le

 
sh

o
u
ld

 em
b
arrassin

g
 q

u
estio

n
s b

e 
asked. 

A
g
aih

st th
is b

ack
g
ro

u
n
d
, H

o
o
v
er 

read reports of the C
IA

 debriefing of 
N

o
sen

k
o
 in

 G
en

ev
a w

ith
 m

o
u
n
tin

g
  in

terest. N
o

sen
k

o
's acco

u
n

t su
p

p
o

rt-
ed

 th
e F

B
I's co

n
clu

sio
n
 th

at O
sw

ald
 

w
a
s n

o
t in

v
o
lv

e
d
 in

 a
n
y
 so

rt o
f 

esp
io

n
ag

e, an
d
 in

d
icated

 th
at th

e 
K

G
B

 b
eliev

ed
 h

e w
as "n

o
t n

o
rm

al," 
w

h
ich

 fitted
 in

 w
ell w

ith
 H

o
o

v
er's 

h
y
p
o
th

esis. In
 fact, N

o
sen

k
o
's sto

ry
 

ex
o

n
erated

 n
o
t o

n
ly

 th
e K

G
B

, b
u
t 

also
 th

e F
B

I. T
h

e o
n

ly
 rem

ain
in

g
 

q
u

estio
n

 w
as: C

o
u

ld
 N

o
sen

k
o

's sto
-

ry
 b

e accep
ted

 at face v
alu

e? 

F
o

rty
-F

o
u

r Q
u

estio
n

s 

T
o F

IN
D

 our, the F
B

I used a S
oviet 

in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
t w

o
rk

in
g

 u
n

d
er 

diplom
atic cover in N

ew
 Y

ork at the 
U

n
ite

d
 N

a
tio

n
s, w

h
o

 w
a
s c

o
d

e
-

n
am

ed
 "F

ed
o
ra." F

ed
o
ra h

ad
 co

n
-

tacted
 F

B
I o

fficials in
 M

arch
 1

9
6

2
, 

an
d
 o

ffered
 to

 su
p
p
ly

 th
e B

u
reau

 
w

ith inform
ation about S

oviet espio-
nage operations, secret data on S

oviet 
m

issile capacity and nuclear-develop-
m

en
t p

lan
s. N

o
t en

o
u
g
h
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 

ab
o

u
t h

im
 w

as tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er to

 th
e 

C
IA

 to enable it to evaluate his bona 
fides, b

u
t H

o
o
v
er w

as so
 tak

en
 w

ith
 

h
is n

ew
 so

u
rce th

at h
e sen

t rep
o

rts 
b

ased
 o

n
 F

ed
o

ra's in
fo

rm
atio

n
 d

i-
rectly

 to
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. In

 o
n
e 

report, w
hich identified F

edora as "a 
source of unknow

n reliability," H
oo-

v
er p

erso
n

ally
 stru

ck
 o

u
t the "u

n
" 

fro
m

 "u
n

k
n

o
w

n
." 

S
o
v
iet reactio

n
 to

 th
e an

n
o
u
n
ce-

m
ent that N

osenko w
as in the U

nited 
S

tates h
ad

 b
een

 far m
o
re v

eh
em

en
t 

th
an

 th
e C

IA
 h

ad
 ex

p
ected

. N
o
w

 
F

ed
o

ra co
rro

b
o

rated
 th

is. H
e to

ld
 

the F
B

I that w
hen N

oscnko defected, 
th

e K
G

B
 cen

ter in
 M

o
sco

w
 w

as so 
co

n
cern

ed
 w

ith
 th

e ram
ificatio

n
s  

th
at it o

rd
ered

 a term
in

atio
n

 o
f all 

o
p
eratio

n
s in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

. 
F

ed
o
ra w

as also
 ab

le to
 co

n
firm

 
tw

o
 im

p
o

rtan
t p

arts o
f N

o
scn

k
o

's 
story. N

oscnko w
as indeed a lieuten-

ant colonel in the K
G

B
, he said, w

ith 
access to extraordinarily valuable in-
fo

rm
atio

n
, an

d
 h

ad
 in

d
eed

 receiv
ed

 
a teleg

ram
 fro

m
 M

o
sco

w
 o

rd
erin

g
 

h
im

 b
ack

 o
n
 F

eb
ru

ary
 4

. T
h

is in
fo

r-
m

ation w
as passed along to the C

IA
. 

O
n
 F

eb
ru

ary
 2

6
, th

ree F
B

I ag
en

ts 
q

u
estio

n
ed

 N
o

sen
k

o
 (w

h
o

 w
as u

n
-

d
e
r C

IA
 p

ro
te

c
tio

n
 in

 V
irg

in
ia

) 
about the K

ennedy assassination and 
O

sw
ald

. N
o
sen

k
o
 rep

eated
 h

is sto
ry

 
w

ith
 v

irtu
a
lly

 n
o
 e

la
b

o
ra

tio
n

 o
r 

ch
an

g
e. O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 b
een

 allo
w

ed
 

to
 stay

 in
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 ag

ain
st 

th
e w

ish
es o

f th
e K

G
B

, w
h
ich

 h
ad

 
h

a
d

 n
o

 c
o

n
ta

c
ts w

ith
 O

sw
a
ld

 o
r 

in
te

re
st in

 h
im

 w
h

a
tso

e
v

e
r. T

h
e
 

a
g

e
n

ts c
o

n
c
lu

d
e
d

 in
 th

e
ir re

p
o

rt 
th

at N
o

sen
k

o
 h

ad
 n

o
 fu

rth
er in

fo
r-

m
atio

n
 to

 p
ro

v
id

e an
d

, o
n

 M
arch

 r, 
H

o
o

v
er fo

rw
ard

ed
 th

is assessm
en

t 
to th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
. 

T
h
e
 F

B
I re

p
o
rt o

n
 N

o
sc

n
k
o
, 

how
ever, did not satisfy A

ngleton or 
the C

IA
's S

oviet R
ussia D

ivision, and 
b

y
 M

arch
 3

 th
e d

iv
isio

n
 h

ad
 fo

rm
u
-

la
te

d
 4

4
 o

f its o
w

n
 q

u
e
stio

n
s fo

r 
N

o
scn

k
o

 o
n

 th
e O

sw
ald

 case. E
ach

 
w

as d
esig

n
ed

 to
 fo

rce N
o

sen
k

o
 to

 
b
ro

ad
en

 h
is b

asic statem
en

t ab
o
u
t 

the K
G

B
's relation w

ith O
sw

ald. F
or 

ex
am

p
le: 

"W
h

en
 an

d
 h

o
w

 d
id

 O
sw

ald
 first 

com
e to K

G
B

 atten
tio

n
?" 

"H
o

w
 w

ere O
sw

ald
's bona fides 

established?" 
"

D
id

 th
e K

G
B

 ever 
th

in
k

 th
at  

O
sw

ald m
ight be an agent of A

m
eri-

can
 in

tellig
en

ce?" 
"W

h
en

 an
d

 b
y

 w
h

o
m

 w
as it d

e-
cid

ed
 th

at th
e K

G
B

 h
ad

 n
o

 in
terest 

in
 O

sw
ald

?" 
"D

id
 O

sw
ald

 ev
er o

ffer to
 g

iv
e 

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 o

n
 th

e
 U

S
. M

a
rin

e
 

C
o

rp
s o

r o
th

er m
atters to

 th
e S

o
v

i-
ets? If th

e K
G

B
 d

id
 n

o
t try

 to
 g

et 
su

ch
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

, w
h

y
 n

o
t?" 

A
lm

o
st a q

u
arter o

f th
e q

u
estio

n
s 

d
ealt w

ith
 O

sw
ald

's w
ife, M

arin
a, 

ab
o
u
t w

h
o
m

 N
o
sen

k
o
 h

ad
 said

 v
ery

 
little

. F
o
r e

x
a
m

p
le

: "H
o
w

 d
id

 it 
h

ap
p

en
 th

at th
ere w

ere so
 few

 d
iffi-

cu
lties in

 th
e w

ay
 o

f M
arin

a's m
ar-

riag
e to

 a fo
reig

n
er an

d
 d

ep
artu

re 
fro

m
 th

e co
u

n
try

 w
ith

 h
im

? H
av

e 
n
o
t sim

ila
r situ

a
tio

n
s in

 th
e
 p

a
st 

u
su

ally
 resu

lted
 in

 p
ro

lo
n

g
ed

 an
d

 
often unsuccessful negotiations w

ith 
th

e S
o
v
iet g

o
v
ern

m
en

t?" 
T

h
e 4

4
 q

u
estio

n
s w

ere h
an

d
-car-

rie
d
 to

 th
e
 F

B
I fo

r th
e
 a

p
p
ro

v
a
l 

H
o

o
v

er req
u

ired
. T

o
 th

e d
ism

ay
 o

f 
the C

IA
, H

oover refused the request. 
T

he F
B

I liaison m
an stated flatly that 

th
e
 4

4
 q

u
e
stio

n
s "w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e
 

ask
ed

." T
h
e C

IA
 p

ro
tested

, an
d
 th

e - 
F

B
I liaiso

n
 reiterated

 th
at H

o
o
v
er 

w
as ad

am
an

t. T
h
e m

o
st h

e w
o
u
ld

 
su

g
g
est w

as th
at "ev

en
tu

ally
" th

e 
F

B
I m

ig
h
t co

v
er th

ese areas. 
A

t th
is v

e
ry

 tim
e
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

's staff w
as b

eco
m

in
g

 
in

creasin
g

ly
 co

n
cern

ed
 w

ith
 p

ro
b

-
lem

s an
d
 co

n
trad

ictio
n
s in

 th
e testi-

m
o

n
y

 o
f M

arin
a O

sw
ald

. S
h

e h
ad

 
in

sisted
 th

at sh
e d

id
 n

u
t k

n
o
w

 th
e 

n
am

e o
f h

er ow
n father an

d
 p

ro
-

v
id

ed
 o

n
ly

 m
in

im
al in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
ab

o
u

t h
er relativ

es. T
h

e u
n

cle w
ith 
91 



T
H

E
 R

E
A

D
E

R
S

 D
IG

E
S

T
 

r  

.4 

w
h
o
m

 M
arin

a liv
ed

 in
 M

in
sk

 p
rio

r 
to

 h
e
r m

a
rria

g
e
 to

 O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s a

 
lieu

ten
an

t co
lo

n
el in

 th
e M

in
istry

 
o

f In
tern

al A
ffairs (M

V
D

), w
h

ich
 

h
ad

 resp
o
n
sib

ility
 fo

r civ
il law

 en
-

fo
rcem

en
t in

 R
u
ssia. Y

et M
arin

a 
d
eclared

 th
at h

e h
ad

 n
o
t in

terv
en

ed
 

o
n

 h
e
r o

r O
sw

a
ld

's b
e
h

a
lf w

ith
 

S
o
v
iet au

th
o
rities to

 facilitate eith
er 

h
er m

arriag
e o

r h
er ex

it v
isa fro

m
 

R
ussia. 
M

o
re serio

u
sly

, it w
as n

o
w

 clear 
that she had lied to the F

B
I during its 

in
terro

g
atio

n
 o

f h
er in

 a ten
-w

eek
 

p
erio

d
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 th
e assassin

atio
n

. 
S

h
e n

o
w

 ad
m

itted
 d

estro
y

in
g
, o

n
 th

e 
d

ay
 after th

e assassin
atio

n
, a p

h
o

to
-

g
rap

h
 o

f O
sw

ald
 w

ith
 h

is w
eap

o
n
. 

S
h

e h
ad

 w
ith

h
eld

 ev
id

en
ce in

d
icat-

in
g
 th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 attem

p
ted

 to
 

assassinate M
aj. G

en. E
dw

in W
alker 

sev
en

 m
o

n
th

s b
efo

re th
e K

en
n

ed
y

 
k
illin

g
. S

h
e h

ad
 falsely

 d
en

ied
 th

at 
sh

e
 k

n
e
w

 a
b

o
u

t O
sw

a
ld

's trip
 to

 
M

ex
ico

 in
 1

9
6

3
. 

N
o

rm
an

 R
ed

lich
, th

e staff law
y
er 

resp
o

n
sib

le fo
r th

e p
rep

aratio
n

 o
f 

th
e q

u
estio

n
in

g
 o

f O
sw

ald
's w

id
o

w
 

for the C
om

m
ission, sum

m
ed up in a 

m
em

o
ran

d
u

m
: "M

arin
a O

sw
ald

 h
as 

lied
 to

 th
e S

ecret S
erv

ice, th
e F

B
I 

an
d
 th

is C
o
m

m
issio

n
 rep

eated
ly

 o
n
 

m
atters w

h
ich

 are o
f v

ital co
n

cern
 to

 
th

e p
eo

p
le o

f th
is co

u
n
try

 an
d
 th

e 
w

o
rld

." 
T

h
u
s, b

y
 M

arch
, it w

as b
eco

m
in

g
 

clear to
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 th

at N
o
-

sen
k

o
 w

as th
e o

n
ly

 av
ailab

le w
itn

ess 
w

h
o
 co

u
ld

 g
iv

e an
y
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 o

f 
v

alu
e o

n
 th

e K
G

B
's in

v
o

lv
em

en
t, o

r 
n
o
n
-in

v
o
lv

em
en

t, w
ith

 th
e P

resi-
dent's assassin. A

t this point, how
ev- 

9
3
  

er, C
o

m
m

issio
n

 m
em

b
ers d

id
 n

o
t 

k
n

o
w

 th
a
t th

e
 C

IA
 h

a
d
 se

rio
u
s 

doubts abou t N
osenko's authenticity. 

C
o
in

cid
en

ces 

E
V

E
R

 S
IN

C
E

 N
o
scn

k
o
's first ap

-
p

ro
ach

 to
 th

e C
IA

 in
 Ju

n
e 1

9
6

2
, an

d
 

the acceptance of his offer to act as a 
sp

y
 in

 M
o
sco

w
, Jam

es A
n

g
leto

n
 an

d
 

h
is staff h

ad
 p

o
n
d
ered

 th
e sig

n
ifi-

c
a
n
c
e
 o

f th
e
 o

ffe
r. T

h
e
 m

a
te

ria
l 

N
o
sen

k
o
 p

ro
v
id

ed
 h

ad
 b

een
 m

eticu
-

lo
u

sly
 co

m
p

ared
 w

ith
 th

e d
eclara-

tio
n

s o
f an

o
th

er K
G

B
 d

efecto
r w

h
o

 
h

ad
 arriv

ed
 in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates in

 
D

ecem
b

er 1
9

6
1
. T

h
is m

an
 w

as A
n

a-
L

o
h
 M

. G
o
litsin

, a m
ajo

r in
 th

e F
irst 

C
h

ief D
irecto

rate o
f th

e K
G

B
. 

T
h
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 G

o
litsin

 .p
ro

-
v

id
ed

 in
 h

is d
eb

riefin
g

 h
ad

 cau
sed

 a 
sen

satio
n
. H

e w
arn

ed
 th

at th
e S

o
v
iet 

U
n

io
n

 h
ad

 alread
y
 p

lan
ted

 an
 ag

en
t 

w
ith

in
 th

e h
ig

h
est ech

elo
n

s o
f U

.S
. 

in
tellig

en
ce as p

art o
f a m

ajo
r d

isin
-

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 c

a
m

p
a
ig

n
 a

g
a
in

st th
e
 

U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s. T

h
is p

e
n
e
tra

tio
n
 

ag
en

t w
o
u
ld

 h
e assisted

 b
y
 "o

u
tsid

e" 
m

en—
other S

oviet-controlled agents 
m

ask
in

g
 th

em
selv

es as d
efecto

rs o
r 

d
o

u
b

le ag
en

ts—
w

h
o

 w
o

u
ld

 su
p

p
ly

 
p

ieces o
f d

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 b
o

lster 
an

 "in
sid

e" m
an

's cred
ib

ility
. T

h
e 

"in
sid

e
" a

g
e
n

t, in
 tu

rn
, w

o
u

ld
 b

e
 

in
 a

 p
o

sitio
n

 to
 h

e
lp

 c
o

n
firm

 th
e
 

a
u
th

e
n
tic

ity
 o

f th
e
 "

o
u
ts

id
e
"
 

ag
en

ts. 
D

u
rin

g
 h

is d
eb

riefin
g

 sessio
n

s 
w

ith
 A

n
g

leto
n

, G
o

litsin
 h

ad
 called

 
p

articu
lar atten

tio
n

 to
 a trip

 m
ad

e b
y

 
V

. M
. K

o
v
sh

u
k

 to
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates 
in

 1
9
5
7
, u

n
d
er d

ip
lo

m
atic co

v
er. 

(C
onnnued on page 223)  

G
o

litsin
 id

en
tified

 K
o

v
sh

u
k

 as an
 

ex
ecu

tiv
e in

 th
e K

G
B

, an
d

 stressed
 

th
at o

n
ly

 an
 ex

trem
ely

 im
p

o
rtan

t 
m

issio
n

 w
o

u
ld

 acco
u

n
t fo

r h
is leav

-
in

g
 h

is p
o
st in

 M
o
sco

w
 to

 co
m

e to
 

the U
nited S

tates. H
e suggested that 

K
o

v
sh

u
k

's m
issio

n
 m

ig
h

t h
av

e in
-

v
o
lv

ed
 co

n
tactin

g
, o

r activ
atin

g
, a 

h
ig

h
-lev

el p
en

etratio
n

 ag
en

t w
o

rk
-

in
g
 w

ith
in

 th
e C

IA
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 

recruited by the S
oviets years before 

in M
oscow

. 
T

he specter of a "m
ole," or enem

y 
ag

en
t, b

u
rro

w
in

g
 h

is w
ay

 in
to

 th
e 

h
eart o

f an
 A

m
erican

 in
tellig

en
ce 

service caused such consternation in 
th

e
 C

IA
 a

n
d
 F

B
I th

a
t a

 p
e
rso

n
a
l 

in
terv

iew
 w

as arran
g

ed
 fo

r G
o

litsin
 

to
 b

rief A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral R
o
b
ert E

 
K

ennedy. 
G

o
litsin

 h
ad

 fu
rth

er cau
tio

n
ed

 
that the K

G
B

, realizing that he knew
 

ab
o
u
t K

o
v
sh

u
k
's m

issio
n
, w

o
u
ld

 al-
m

o
st certain

ly
 attem

p
t to

 d
iscred

it, 
o

r d
eflect th

e C
IA

 fro
m

, th
e in

fo
r-

m
ation he w

as providing. H
e w

arned 
A

n
g

leto
n

 th
at a S

o
v

iet d
isin

fo
rm

a-
tio

n
 a

g
e
n

t, p
ro

b
a
b

ly
 p

o
sin

g
 a

s a
 

d
efecto

r, w
o

u
ld

 so
o

n
 m

ak
e co

n
tact 

w
ith

 th
e C

IA
 fo

r th
is p

u
rp

o
se. 

T
h
en

, in
 Ju

n
e 1

9
6
2
, six

 m
o
n
th

s 
after G

o
litsin

's d
efectio

n
, N

o
sen

k
o

 
h

a
d

 first a
p

p
ro

a
c
h

e
d

 th
e
 C

IA
 in

 

G
en

ev
a. A

n
g

leto
n

 fo
u

n
d

 th
at N

o
-

sen
k

o
's in

fo
rm

atio
n

 co
in

cid
ed

 v
ery

 
cu

rio
u
sly

 w
ith

 G
o
litsin

's. N
o
scn

k
o
, 

fo
r ex

am
p
le, claim

ed
 to

 h
av

e b
een

 
K

o
v

sh
u

k
's d

ep
u

ty
 in

 th
e K

G
B

, an
d

 
therefore he w

as in a unique position 
C

O
 know

 about K
ovshuk's trip to see 

an
 im

p
o

rtan
t ag

en
t in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. 
B

u
t w

h
ereas G

o
litsin

 su
g
g
ested

 
th

a
t K

o
v
sh

u
k
 h

a
d
 g

o
n
e
 to

 se
e
 a

 
S

o
v
iet ag

en
t w

o
rk

in
g
 in

 th
e C

IA
, 

N
o
sen

k
o
 said

 th
at th

e ag
en

t—
w

h
o
 

h
ad

 b
een

 g
iv

en
 th

e co
d
e-n

am
e A

n
-

d
re

y
—

h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

 re
c
ru

ite
d

 fro
m

 
A

m
e
ric

a
n

 m
ilita

ry
 p

e
rso

n
n

e
l a

t-
tach

ed
 to

 th
e em

b
assy

 in
 M

o
sco

w
. 

N
o

w
, alm

o
st tw

o
 y

ears later, N
o

-
sen

k
o

 h
ad

 ad
d

ed
 a v

ital clu
e th

at 
w

o
u
ld

 u
n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 lead

 to
 th

e d
is-

co
v

ery
 o

f A
n

d
rey

. W
h

at co
n

cern
ed

 
A

n
g

leto
n

 w
as th

e p
o

ssib
ility

 th
at 

A
n

d
re

y
 m

ig
h

t b
e
 a

 re
d

 h
e
rrin

g
 

m
eant to deflect attention aw

ay from
 

K
G

B
 p

en
etratio

n
 o

f th
e C

IA
. 

N
ex

t, A
n

g
leto

n
 tu

rn
ed

 to
 w

h
at 

w
as k

n
o
w

n
 as th

e "S
asch

a" case, 
in

v
o

lv
in

g
 an

o
th

er R
u

ssian
 ag

en
t. 

T
h

e
 c

lu
e
 G

o
litsin

 h
a
d

 p
ro

v
id

e
d

 
p

o
in

ted
 to

 a C
IA

 co
n

tract em
p

lo
y

e 
w

ho w
as w

orking in W
est G

erm
any 

an
d
 h

ad
 b

een
 recru

ited
 b

y
 th

e S
o
v
i-

ets. N
osenko also m

entioned S
ascha, 

2
2
3
 

LEG
EN

D
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L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

,IL
D

 

b
u
t id

en
tified

 h
im

 as an
 arm

y
 o

ffi-
cer. F

o
r so

m
e tim

e th
is b

it o
f in

fo
r-

m
atio

n
 th

rew
 th

e C
IA

 o
ff th

e trail o
f 

th
e tru

e sp
y
. 

In
 tw

o
 cases, N

o
sen

k
o
's in

fo
rm

a-
d
o
n
 le

d
 to

 th
e
 id

e
n
tific

a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 

cap
tu

re o
f en

em
y

 ag
en

ts. T
h

e first 
co

n
cern

ed
 a K

G
B

 sp
y
 in

 th
e B

ritish
 

A
d
m

iralty
. G

o
litsin

 h
ad

 to
ld

 ab
o
u
t 

th
is p

e
n
e
tra

tio
n
 in

 1
9
6
2
, a

 fe
w

 
m

o
n
th

s b
efo

re N
o
scn

k
o
 co

n
tacted

 
th

e C
IA

. A
n
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 p

o
in

ted
 to

 
th

e
 tra

ito
r a

s o
n
e
 o

f fo
u
r p

e
o
p
le

. 
N

o
scn

k
o
 p

ro
v

id
ed

 th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n

 
th

at en
ab

led
 th

e B
ritish

 to
 ap

p
re-

hend the spy—
John V

assal!. 
T

h
e seco

n
d
 case in

v
o
lv

ed
 a m

ajo
r 

K
G

B
 o

p
eratio

n
 in

 F
ran

ce b
y
 m

ean
s 

o
f w

h
ich

 U
.S

. m
ilitary

 secrets w
ere 

b
ein

g
 tak

en
 fro

m
 a co

u
rier statio

n
 at 

O
rly

 airp
o
rt o

u
tsid

e P
aris. U

.S
. m

ili- 
tary

 in
tellig

en
ce h

ad
, in

 1
9
6
3
, re- 

ceiv
ed

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 w

h
ich

 alleg
ed

 
th

at an
 A

rm
y
 serg

ean
t, R

o
b
ert L

ee 
Jo

h
n
so

n
, w

as in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 S
o
v
iet in

-
tellig

en
ce. B

u
t, b

ecau
se o

f a b
u

reau
-

cratic erro
r, th

e case h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 

p
u
rsu

ed
. 

T
h
e serg

ean
t, h

o
w

ev
er, h

ad
 lo

st 
h
is access to

 m
ilitary

 secrets at th
e 

co
u

rier statio
n

, an
d
 S

o
v

iet in
telli- 

g
en

ce h
ad

 ev
ery

 reaso
n

 to
 b

eliev
e 

th
at h

e w
as k

n
o
w

n
 to

 U
S

. in
telli- 

g
en

ce. N
o
w

, in
 1

9
6
4
, N

o
scn

k
o
 said

 
th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 h

e
a
rd

 in
 M

o
sc

o
w

 o
f 

en
o
rm

o
u
sly

 im
p
o
rtan

t N
A

T
O

 se- 
c
re

ts c
o

m
in

g
 fro

m
 a

 so
u

rc
e
 n

e
a
r 

P
a
ris. T

h
is fu

rth
e
r tip

 le
d
 to

 th
e
 

arrest of S
ergeant • Johnson. 

A
s A

n
g
leto

n
 saw

 it, N
o
sen

k
o
 w

as 
rev

ealin
g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 th

at w
as "d

at-
ed

," m
ean

in
g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 th

at th
e 

224 

S
o
v
iets w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e p
resu

m
ed

 w
as 

a
lre

a
d

y
 c

o
m

p
ro

m
ise

d
. A

n
g

le
to

n
 

tried to assess w
hether N

osenko w
as 

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 su

ch
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 b

y
 d

e-
sig

n
, o

r w
h

eth
er h

e w
as d

isclo
sin

g
 

o
rig

in
al in

fo
rm

atio
n
 th

at ju
st h

ap
-

pened to coincide w
ith w

hat G
olitsin 

an
d

 o
th

er so
u

rces h
ad

 rev
ealed

. 
A

n
g

leto
n

 also
 co

n
sid

ered
 it o

d
d

 
th

at tw
o

 m
en

 fro
m

 en
tirely

 d
ifferen

t 
branches of the K

G
B

 w
ould know

 so 
m

an
y
 o

f th
e sam

e S
o
v
iet o

p
eratio

n
s. 

S
uch an overlay raised the possibility 

th
at N

o
sen

k
o
's rev

elatio
n

s in
 1

9
6

2
 

m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 d

esig
n
ed

 b
y
 th

e 
S

o
v
iets to

 d
eflect atten

tio
n
 fro

m
 th

e 
lead

s G
o

litsin
 h

ad
 p

ro
v

id
ed

. 
A

n
g

leto
n

 w
as n

o
t in

clin
ed

 to
 b

e-
liev

e in
 co

in
cid

en
ces. Y

et, as h
e re-

ceiv
ed

 th
e n

ew
 C

IA
 reso

rts, h
e saw

 
that to believe N

osenko s story about 
O

sw
ald

 o
n

e w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e to
 accep

t a 
series of even m

ore rem
arkable coin-

cid
en

ces: th
e co

in
cid

en
ce th

at N
o
-

sen
k
o

, th
e first ag

en
t th

e C
IA

 ev
er 

h
ad

 in
 th

e S
eco

n
d
 C

h
ief D

irecto
rate, 

turned out to be the supervisor of the 
O

sw
ald

 file; th
e co

in
cid

en
ce th

at 
N

o
sen

k
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 ch

o
sen

 to
 co

n
-

duct the post-assassination investiga-
tio

n
 in

to
 th

e K
G

B
's relatio

n
s w

ith
 

O
sw

ald
—

w
h
ich

 m
ean

t th
at h

e w
as 

p
ick

ed
 to

 in
v
estig

ate h
is o

w
n
 h

an
-

d
lin

g
 o

f a case. 
Indeed, N

oscnko claim
ed to be in 

a p
o
sitio

n
 to

 k
n
o
w

 o
f ev

ery
 co

n
tact 

th
e K

G
B

 h
ad

—
an

d
 d

id
 n

o
t h

av
e—

w
ith O

sw
ald over a four-year period, 

and from
 this vantage point he could 

definitively exonerate the K
G

B
 from

 
h
av

in
g
 an

y
 relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 O

s-
w

ald
. S

u
ch

 co
in

cid
en

ces A
n
g
leto

n
  

w
a
s n

o
t re

a
d

y
 to

 a
c
c
e
p

t a
t fa

c
e
 

value. 

T
h
e T

h
irteen

th
 D

ep
artm

en
t 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 

th
ick

, h
o
rn

-rim
m

ed
 

g
lasses, A

n
g
leto

n
 stu

d
ied

 th
e tran

-
script of N

oscnko's statem
ents about 

O
sw

ald
 an

d
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
. N

o
-

se
n
k
o
 d

e
c
la

re
d
 th

a
t O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 

never been debriefed by S
oviet intel-

ligence. T
o N

ew
ton S

. M
iler, chief of 

o
p

eratio
n

s o
f A

n
g

leto
n

's co
u

n
ter-

in
tellig

en
ce staff, th

is assertio
n
 w

as 
"p

articu
larly

 h
ard

 to
 sw

allo
w

." M
il-

er pointed out that, in 1959, the K
G

B
 

w
as reorganizing its espionage appa-

ratu
s in

 an
 effo

rt to
 o

v
erco

m
e th

e 
tech

n
o
lo

g
ical ad

v
an

tag
e th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates h
ad

 o
v

er th
e U

.S
.S

.R
. R

ad
ar 

w
as a targ

et, an
d

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 id

en
ti-

fie
d

 h
im

se
lf a

s a
 ra

d
a
r o

p
e
ra

to
r. 

"N
o
t to

 d
eb

rief h
im

 ... d
efies lo

g
ic 

a
n
d
 k

n
o
w

n
 K

G
B

 h
isto

ry
," M

ile
r 

co
m

m
en

ted
. 

M
oreover, G

olitsin had explained 
in detail that in the case of a m

ilitary 
d
efecto

r o
r ev

en
 o

n
e w

ith
 m

ilitary
 

ex
p
erien

ce, th
e T

h
irteen

th
 D

ep
art-

m
en

t o
f th

e F
irst C

h
ief D

irecto
rate 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e th
e p

rim
ary

 resp
o
n
sib

il-
ity

 fo
r th

e
 d

e
b

rie
fin

g
. T

h
e
 T

h
ir-

teen
th

 D
ep

artm
en

t w
as assig

n
ed

 th
e 

fu
n

ctio
n

 o
f sab

o
tag

e an
d

 assassin
a-

tio
n
 a

b
ro

a
d
, a

n
d
 th

e
re

fo
re

 h
a
d
 a

 
special interest in debriefing m

ilitary 
d

efecto
rs w

h
o

 m
ig

h
t b

e cap
ab

le o
f 

p
articip

atin
g

 in
 su

ch
 o

p
eratio

n
s. 

O
sw

ald, w
ho had served for near-

ly
 th

ree y
ears in

 th
e U

S
. M

arin
es 

w
ith

 an
 A

ir C
o

n
tro

l S
q

u
ad

ro
n

 in
 

Jap
an

, th
e P

h
ilip

p
in

es, T
aiw

an
 an

d
 

C
alifornia—

and w
ho had repeatedly  

stated in M
oscow

 that he w
as w

illing 
to

 p
ro

v
id

e th
e S

o
v

iets w
ith

 A
m

eri-
can secrets—

certainly w
ould qualify 

as a m
ilitary

 d
efecto

r. In
 ad

d
itio

n
, 

th
e K

G
B

 h
ad

 O
sw

ald
 in

 th
e p

alm
 o

f 
its h

an
d

 in
 M

o
sco

w
. It w

as k
n

o
w

n
 

th
a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 o
ra

lly
 re

n
o

u
n

c
e
d

 h
is 

c
itiz

e
n
sh

ip
 b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 

C
onsul, severed his relations w

ith his 
fam

ily
 in

 A
m

erica an
d

 left h
im

self 
penniless and com

pletely at the m
er-

cy
 o

f th
e S

o
v
iets. 

W
h
y
, A

n
g
le

to
n
 w

o
n
d
e
re

d
, 

w
o

u
ld

n
't h

e h
av

e b
een

 d
eb

riefed
 

fo
r all h

e w
as w

o
rth

? 
U

nder the procedures G
olitsin de-

scrib
ed

, th
e T

h
irteen

th
 D

ep
artm

en
t 

w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e h
ad

 a h
an

d
 in

 th
e d

e-
b

riefin
g

s, an
d

 N
o

sen
k

o
, if h

e w
as 

w
h
o
 h

e claim
ed

 to
 b

e, w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e 
k

n
o

w
n

 o
f th

em
. W

h
y

 w
o

u
ld

 N
o

-
senko obscure such a procedure? O

f 
co

u
rse, in

 th
e lig

h
t o

f th
e K

ennedy 
assassin

atio
n
, A

n
g
leto

n
 h

ad
 little 

doubt that if O
sw

ald had any contact 
w

ith
 th

e T
h
irteen

th
 D

ep
artm

en
t—

even if it w
as only a brief interview

—
th

e K
G

B
 w

o
u
ld

 g
o
 to

 g
reat len

g
th

s 
to

 co
n
ceal it. 

N
ow

, w
ith N

oscnko in the U
nited 

S
tates, A

n
g

leto
n

 carefu
lly

 co
n

sid
-

ered the situation. A
side from

 breed-
in

g
 o

rc
h
id

s, h
e
 w

a
s a

 su
p
e
rb

ly
 

p
atien

t tro
u

t fish
erm

an
. H

e p
lay

ed
 

d
efecto

rs m
u
ch

 lik
e tro

u
t. H

e called
 

the process elicitation: all defectors, 
w

h
e
th

e
r fa

k
e
 o

r re
a
l, sh

o
u
ld

 b
e
 

p
lay

ed
 fo

r w
h
atev

er in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

they 
p

o
ssessed

. In
 th

e co
n

test b
e-

tw
een intelligence agencies, discov-

erin
g

 th
e d

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
 th

e en
em

y
 

w
as attem

pting to plant w
as in m

any 

sty
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A
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w
ay

s as im
p

o
rtan

t as an
y

 real in
fo

r-
m

atio
n

 w
h

ich
 m

ig
h

t b
e d

iv
u

lg
ed

. 

C
ase o

f th
e F

ak
e C

o
lo

n
el 

IN
 M

A
R

C
H

, serio
u

s flaw
s b

eg
an

 to
 

sh
o

w
 u

p
 in

 N
o

sen
k

o
's sto

ry
. F

irst, 
u
n
d
er in

ten
siv

e in
terro

g
atio

n
, N

o
-

se
n
k
o
 a

d
m

itte
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 lie

d
 

ab
o

u
t h

is ran
k

. H
e w

as n
o

t a lieu
ten

-
an

t co
lo

n
el, o

r ev
en

 a m
ajo

r (as h
e 

h
ad

 claim
ed

 in
 1

9
6
2
). H

e w
as o

n
ly

 a 
cap

tain
. H

e ex
p

lain
ed

 th
at h

e h
ad

 
lied

 ab
o
u
t h

is ran
k
 to

 m
ak

e h
im

self 
m

o
re accep

tab
le as a d

efecto
r. 

T
h
e
 in

te
rro

g
a
to

rs k
n
e
w

 th
a
t it 

w
as n

o
t u

n
co

m
m

o
n
 fo

r d
efecto

rs to
 

ex
ag

g
erate th

eir im
p
o
rtan

ce. B
u
t 

w
h

y
 w

o
u

ld
 h

e h
av

e a
lso

 lied in 1962, 
w

h
en

 h
e h

ad
 said

 categ
o
rically

 th
at 

h
e w

o
u

ld
 n

ev
er d

efect? N
o

sen
k

o
 

co
u
ld

 n
o
t ex

p
lain

. 
T

h
ere w

as a fu
rth

er irreg
u

larity
. 

W
h
en

 N
o
sen

k
o
 arriv

ed
 in

 th
e U

n
it-

ed
 S

tates, h
e h

ad
 am

o
n

g
 h

is p
ap

ers a 
S

oviet travel docum
ent w

hich autho-
rized

 h
im

 to
 b

e in
 G

o
rk

i in
 N

o
v

em
-

b
er 1

9
6

3
. N

o
sen

k
o

 h
ad

 ex
p

lain
ed

 
that he had been in G

orki because he 
. w

as p
articip

atin
g
 in

 a n
atio

n
w

id
e 

m
an

h
u
n
t fo

r a traito
r n

am
ed

 C
h

ere-
p
an

o
v
. T

h
is m

an
, h

e said
, h

ad
 b

een
 

cau
g

h
t, secretly

 tried
 an

d
 ex

ecu
ted

. 
T

h
e n

am
e w

as w
ell k

n
o
w

n
 to

 th
e 

C
IA

. A
 m

an
 called

 C
h

erep
an

o
v

 h
ad

 
unexpectedly sent a package of docu-
m

en
ts to

 th
e! U

.S
. em

b
assy

 in
 M

o
s-

co
w

 in
 O

cto
b

er 1
9

6
3

, alth
o

u
g

h
 h

e 
had never previously been in contact 
w

ith
 th

e C
IA

. T
h

e p
ap

ers h
ad

 b
een

 
p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
ed

 b
y
 th

e em
b
assy

 stag
. 

T
h

en
, b

ecau
se o

f so
m

e b
u

reau
cratic 

failin
g

 (o
r su

sp
icio

n
 th

at a trap
 w

as 
2

2
6

 

b
ein

g
 b

aited
), th

e em
b

assy
 retu

rn
ed

 
the docum

ents to the S
oviet m

inistry. 
W

ith
in

 th
e C

IA
, th

ere w
as co

n
-

sid
erab

le d
o

u
b

t th
at th

e C
h

erep
an

o
v

 
p
ap

ers w
ere au

th
en

tic. B
y
 h

o
ld

in
g
 

th
is trav

el d
o
cu

m
en

t, N
o
sen

k
o
 w

as 
in

 effect p
ro

v
in

g
 th

at th
ey

 w
ere—

else w
h
y
 h

u
n
t th

e m
an

 d
o
w

n
 an

d
 

ex
ecu

te h
im

? B
u

t, o
d

d
ly

 en
o

u
g

h
, 

N
o

sen
k

o
's ran

k
 w

as listed
 o

n
 th

e 
trav

el d
o

cu
m

en
t as lieu

ten
an

t co
lo

-
n

el. W
h

y
, w

h
en

 in
 tru

th
 h

e w
as o

n
ly

 
a cap

tain
? 

"S
o

m
e
 c

le
rk

 m
a
d
e
 a

 m
ista

k
e
," 

N
o

sen
k

o
 an

sw
ered

. 
T

o the experts at the S
oviet R

ussia 
D

ivision, such a m
istake w

as difficult 
to

 accep
t. T

h
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
e 

d
o

cu
m

en
t w

as fab
ricated

 in
 o

rd
er to

 
p
ro

v
id

e ev
id

en
ce o

f N
o
sen

k
o
's im

-
p

o
rtan

ce h
ad

 to
 b

e co
n

sid
ered

. A
n

d
 

if th
e d

o
cu

m
en

t w
as sp

u
rio

u
s, th

en
 

the reason he gave for possessing it—
th

e h
u

n
t fo

r C
h
crep

an
o

v
—

also
 h

ad
 

to
 b

e q
u

estio
n

ed
. 

T
he second m

ajor crack in N
osen-

k
o

's sto
ry

 ap
p

eared
 w

h
en

 a team
 o

f 
c
o
d
e
 b

re
a
k
e
rs fro

m
 th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l 

S
ecu

rity
 A

g
en

cy
 scru

tin
ized

 th
e ca-

ble traffic betw
een G

eneva and M
os-

c
o
w

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

e
rio

d
 in

 w
h
ic

h
 

N
o
scn

k
o

 claim
ed

 to
 h

av
e receiv

ed
 a 

recall teleg
ram

 fro
m

 M
o

sco
w

. T
h

ey
 

d
isc

o
v

e
re

d
 th

a
t n

o
 te

le
g

ra
m

 h
a
d

 
b
een

 sen
t to

 th
e S

o
v
iet d

eleg
atio

n
 in

 
G

eneva on the day N
osenko claim

ed 
it arriv

ed
. C

o
n
fro

n
ted

 w
ith

 th
is fact, 

N
o

sen
k

o
 fin

ally
 ad

m
itted

 th
at h

e 
h
a
d
 m

a
d
e
 u

p
 th

e
 sto

ry
 a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

te
le

g
ra

m
, fe

a
rin

g
 th

a
t th

e
 C

IA
 

w
o
u
ld

 in
sist h

e co
n
tin

u
e as a sp

y
. 

In itself, such dissem
bling did not  

p
ro

v
e th

at h
e w

as n
o
t an

 au
th

en
tic 

d
efecto

r sim
p

ly
 attem

p
tin

g
 to

 en
-

h
an

ce h
is stan

d
in

g
 (w

ith
 th

e false 
ran

k
) an

d
 th

e u
rg

en
cy

 o
f h

is case 
(w

ith
 th

e
 fa

lse
 te

le
g

ra
m

). In
 th

is 
in

stan
ce, h

o
w

ev
er, th

ese ad
m

itted
ly

 
u

n
tru

e elem
en

ts in
 N

o
sen

k
o

's sto
ry

 
h
ad

 b
een

 "v
erified

" b
y
 F

ed
o
ra, th

e 
S

o
v

iet in
tellig

en
ce ag

en
t in

 N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 w
h
o
 w

as w
o
rk

in
g
 as a d

o
u
b
le 

ag
en

t fo
r th

e F
B

I. 
T

h
e C

IA
 b

eg
an

 ex
am

in
in

g
 m

o
re 

clo
sely

 F
ed

o
ra's claim

 th
at th

e N
o

-
sen

k
o
 d

efectio
n
 carried

 su
ch

 im
p
o
r-

tance for the K
G

B
 that all operations 

h
ad

 b
een

 su
sp

en
d

ed
, ev

en
 in

 N
ew

 
Y

ork. C
uriously enough, a K

G
B

 op-
eratio

n
 k

n
o
w

n
 to

 N
o
sen

k
o
 (an

d
 th

e 
C

IA
) w

as co
n
tin

u
in

g
 in

 F
eb

ru
ary

 
and M

arch in S
w

itzerland. It seem
ed 

in
co

n
ceiv

ab
le to

 th
e C

IA
 case o

ffi-
c
e
r th

a
t a

ll S
o

v
ie

t e
sp

io
n

a
g

e
 in

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, ab
o
u
t w

h
ich

 N
o
sen

k
o
 

h
ad

 v
irtu

ally
 n

o
 k

n
o

w
led

g
e, w

o
u

ld
 

b
e
 su

sp
e
n

d
e
d

, w
h

ile
 a

 c
a
se

 in
 

S
w

itzerlan
d
, w

h
ere h

e h
ad

 serv
ed

, 
co

n
tin

u
ed

. 
It ap

p
eared

 th
at F

ed
o
ra, H

o
o
v
er's 

h
ig

h
ly

 p
rized

 so
u
rce, m

ig
h
t b

e try
-

in
g

 to
 b

o
lster N

o
scn

k
o

's cred
en

tials. 
T

h
is h

eig
h
ten

ed
 su

sp
icio

n
s am

o
n

g
 

th
e co

u
n
terin

tellig
en

ce staff ab
o
u
t 

F
ed

o
ra's o

w
n

 m
issio

n
. W

h
y

 w
o

u
ld

 
F

ed
o
ra "v

erify
" false facts ab

o
u
t 

N
o

scn
k

o
 u

n
less h

e w
as b

ein
g

 u
sed

 
a
s a

 "c
o

n
tro

lle
d

 c
h

a
n

n
e
l" b

y
 th

e
 

K
G

B
 to

 p
ass d

isin
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e 

F
B

I? 
B

o
th

 A
n
g
leto

n
 an

d
 th

e C
IA

's S
o
-

viet R
ussia D

ivision began indepen-
d
en

tly
 to

 ex
p
lo

re th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at 
the m

an called N
osenko w

as actually  

a
 S

o
v
ie

t a
g
e
n
t d

isp
a
tc

h
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

K
G

B
 to

 p
o
se as a d

efecto
r. 

"H
o

stile In
terro

g
atio

n
" 

N
O

S
E

N
K

O
 w

as given a lie-detector 
test—

and failed. F
urther questioning 

revealed great gaps in his know
ledge 

o
f K

G
B

 o
p

eratio
n

s. T
h

e in
terro

g
a-

to
rs w

ere d
riv

en
 to

w
ard

 co
n
sid

erin
g
 

the baffling possibility that N
osenko 

w
as m

erely an em
pty receptacle into 

w
h
ich

 K
G

B
 b

riefin
g
 o

fficers h
ad

 
p

o
u

red
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

—
an

d
 d

isin
fo

r-
m

atio
n
—

th
at th

ey
 w

an
ted

 h
im

 to
 

carry
 to

 th
e W

est. 
A

nd if N
osenko w

as n
o

t sincere, it 
su

g
g

ested
 th

at th
e S

o
v

iet g
o

v
ern

-
m

ent w
as building a legend m

eant to 
d
eceiv

e th
e W

arren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

ab
o
u
t O

sw
ald

. B
u
t in

 w
h
at w

ay
? 

N
eith

er A
n
g
leto

n
 n

o
r th

e S
o
v
iet 

R
ussia D

ivision believed that O
sw

ald 
w

as acting under the control of S
ovi-

et in
tellig

en
ce w

h
en

 h
e assassin

ated
 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y

. It seem
ed

 far 
m

ore lik
ely

 to
 b

o
th

 th
at th

e relatio
n

-
ship N

osenko w
as attem

pting to pro-
te

c
t m

ig
h
t b

e
 a

 p
rio

r c
o
n
n
e
c
tio

n
 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 h

ad
 w

ith
 th

e K
G

B
. 

U
n

d
er th

is h
y

p
o

th
esis, N

o
scn

k
o

 
w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 sen
t to

 rein
fo

rce 
th

e leg
en

d
 ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

's "in
stab

il-
ity

"—
a sto

ry
 first co

n
stru

cted
 ab

o
u
t 

O
sw

ald
 w

h
en

 
he 

h
ad

 b
een

 in
 th

e 
S

o
v

iet U
n

io
n

 fo
r o

th
er p

u
rp

o
ses—

a
n

d
 to

 d
e
n

y
 c

a
te

g
o

ric
a
lly

 th
a
t 

O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 b

een
 recru

ited
 b

efo
re, 

d
u

rin
g

 o
r after h

is d
efectio

n
 to

 th
e 

S
o

v
ie

t U
n

io
n

 in
 1

9
5

9
. N

o
se

n
k

o
 

w
o
u
ld

 also
 d

en
y
 an

y
 K

G
B

 co
n
n
ec-

tio
n

 w
ith

 M
arin

a. N
o

sen
k

o
 w

o
u

ld
 

have been chosen to deliver th
e m

cs- 
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p
resen

t. T
h
e su

b
ject, H

elm
s su

g
-

g
ested

, h
ad

 to
 rem

ain
 a secret o

f 
state. T

he C
hief Justice nodded his 

agreem
ent. 

U
n

til th
is m

o
m

en
t, W

arren
 an

d
 

the C
om

m
ission had received only 

th
e F

B
I's ev

alu
atio

n
 o

f N
o

sen
k

o
. 

••?'"?." 

B
O

O
K

 S
E

C
T

IO
N

 	
M

a
rch

 	
'9

7
8 	

L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
. S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

A
L
D

 
sag

e b
ecau

se th
e K

G
B

 h
ad

 alread
y

 
established his credentials w

ith the 
C

IA
 in 1962. 

T
h

e C
IA

 d
ecid

ed
 th

at g
iv

en
 th

e 
rig

h
t circu

m
stan

ces, th
ere w

as a 
stro

n
g
 p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at N
o
sen

k
o
 

m
ig

h
t b

reak
 an

d
 ev

en
 u

n
rav

el O
s-

w
ald's tangled w

eb before the W
ar-

ren
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 p

u
t o

u
t its fin

al 
report. R

ichard H
elm

s called N
icho-

las K
atzenbach, the D

eputy A
ttorney 

G
eneral, to discuss the incarceration 

o
f N

o
sen

k
o

. F
o
r b

o
th

 th
e C

IA
 an

d
 

th
e D

ep
artm

en
t o

f Ju
stice, it w

as a 
totally unprecedented situation. 

G
iven m

ore tim
e or other circum

-
stan

ces, N
o
sen

k
o
 co

u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
q
u
e
stio

n
e
d
 in

 a
 d

iffe
re

n
t a

tm
o
-

sphere. B
ut the W

arren C
om

m
ission 

w
as b

rin
g

 p
ressed

 b
y

 P
resid

en
t 

Jo
h
n
so

n
 to

 p
u
b
lish

 its v
erd

ict in
 

few
er than t 20 days. A

ttorney G
en-

eral R
o
b
ert E

 K
en

n
ed

y
 h

im
self 

agreed that N
osenko should im

m
e-

diately be put under "hostile interro-
gation," an extraordinary procedure 
intended either to break or confirm

 
his story. 

N
osenko w

as confined to a single 
room

 at a C
IA

 detention center, w
ith 

only a bed, chair and w
ash basin. H

e 
w

as given only m
ilitary fatigues to 

w
ear an

d
 treated

 as if h
e w

ere a 
captured spy rather than a voluntary 
defector. H

e w
as forced to subm

it to 
unrelenting interrogation, and w

hen 
his answ

ers seem
ed false or m

islead-
in

g
, h

e w
as o

p
en

ly
 ch

allen
g

ed
, o

r 
denounced as a liar. 

A
t o

n
e p

o
in

t h
is in

terro
g
ato

rs 
th

o
u

g
h

t h
e m

ig
h

t b
reak

. H
e h

ad
 

b
een

 u
n
ab

le to
 su

p
p
ly

 an
y
 d

etails 
228  

about a case he w
as supposedly m

on-
itoring for the K

G
B

. H
is interroga-

tors suggested finally that perhaps he 
had not in fact handled that case. 

N
osenko sat back silently as the 

interrogator pointed out the contra-
d
ictio

n
s. W

h
y
 n

o
t ad

m
it h

e h
ad

n
't 

handled the case? 
N

o
sen

k
o
 an

sw
ered

, after lo
n
g
 

thought, that if he adm
itted this, he 

w
ould have to adm

it that he w
as not 

even the person he claim
ed to be. 

T
h
e in

terro
g
ato

rs p
au

sed
 to

 see 
w

hether N
osenko w

ould m
ake such 

an adm
ission. 

A
fter a tense hesitation, N

osenko 
su

d
d
en

ly
 p

u
lled

 h
im

self to
g
eth

er. 
H

e insisted that despite the contra-
dictions his interrogators had point-
ed

 o
u
t, h

e h
ad

 h
an

d
led

 th
e case 

in
 q

u
estio

n
. H

e ad
m

itted
 th

at h
e 

"lo
o

k
ed

 b
ad

," ev
en

 to
 h

im
self, b

u
t 

had no explanation. 

T
H

E
R

E
 W

A
S

, how
ever, one startling 

d
ev

elo
p

m
en

t at th
is tim

e. It h
ad

 to
 

do not w
ith O

sw
ald, but rather w

ith 
th

e secu
rity

 o
f U

.S
. in

tellig
en

ce. 
F

ro
m

 th
e clu

es th
at N

o
sen

k
o

 h
ad

 
provided, the F

B
I had no problem

 in 
locating A

ndrey. H
ow

ever, instead 
o

f b
ein

g
 th

e h
ig

h
-lev

el ag
en

t th
at 

N
osenko had originally suggested, 

A
n
d
rey

 tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t to

 b
e o

n
ly

 a 
retired

 A
rm

y
 serg

ean
t w

h
o
 h

ad
 

w
o
rk

ed
 its th

e m
o
to

r p
o
o
l at th

e 
A

m
erican

 em
b
assy

 in
 M

o
sco

w
 in

 
1953-54. H

e did not even have access 
to classified inform

ation. 
T

he m
an readily adm

itted to the 
F

B
I th

at h
e h

ad
 m

et th
e S

o
v
iets 

w
hile in M

oscow
, though he had no  

inform
ation of value to give them

. In 
1957, K

ovshuk had indeed spoken 
briefly w

ith him
, but it w

as clear he 
w

as not in a position to be of any use. 
T

o the C
IA

, the discovery of A
n-

d
rey

 o
n
ly

 h
eig

h
ten

ed
 th

e m
y
stery

. 
A

ccording to G
olitsin, K

ovshuk had 
m

ade a special trip to W
ashington to 

see an agent of unique im
portance. 

B
y the reconstruction of dates, the 

C
IA

 determ
ined that the A

rm
y ser-

g
ean

t h
ad

 n
o
t b

een
 co

n
tacted

 u
n
til 

m
an

y
 m

o
n
th

s after K
o
v
sh

u
k
 h

ad
 

arriv
ed

. P
ressed

 o
n

 th
is co

n
trad

ic-
tion, N

osenko explained that K
ov-

sh
u
k
 h

ad
 h

ad
 tro

u
b
le lo

catin
g
 th

e 
serg

ean
t. Y

et it tu
rn

ed
 o

u
t th

at h
is 

nam
e and phone num

ber w
ere in the 

phone book. 
It seem

ed im
possible that a m

an as 
im

portant as K
ovshuk w

ould travel 
to

 W
ash

in
g

to
n

 o
n

ly
 to

 see an
 ex

-
soldier w

ho had no classified clear-
ance. B

ut if this sergeant w
as not the 

high-level penetration agent G
olit-

sin
 h

ad
 w

arn
ed

 ab
o
u
t, th

en
 w

h
o
 

w
as? C

ould this m
ean that the S

oviet 
U

nion had successfully penetrated 
U

.S
. intelligence—

as it had both the 
B

ritish
 an

d
 W

est G
erm

an
 in

telli-
gence services since W

orld W
ar II? 

T
he possibility of a serious scandal 

n
o

w
 th

reaten
ed

 th
e C

IA
 an

d
 th

e 
FB

I. 

U
nansw

ered Q
uestions 

O
N

 JU
N

E
 24,1964, H

elm
s request-

ed
 a p

riv
ate au

d
ien

ce w
ith

 C
h
ief 

Justice W
arren. T

hey m
et in a con-

ference room
 in the V

eterans B
uild-

ing. It w
as agreed that no notes w

ere 
to be taken, no w

itnesses w
ere to be 

R
ich

a
rd

 H
e
lm

s 

N
o
w

 H
elm

s ex
p
lain

ed
 th

at th
ere 

w
ere tw

o schools of thought about 
N

o
sen

k
o
 w

ith
in

 th
e in

tellig
en

ce 
co

m
m

u
n

ity
. T

h
e first h

eld
 th

at 
h
e w

as a leg
itim

ate d
efecto

r an
d
 

could be believed as far as O
sw

ald 
w

as co
n

cern
ed

. T
h

e seco
n

d
 h

eld
 

th
at N

o
sen

k
o

 w
as still a S

o
v

iet 
ag

en
t, u

n
d
er in

stru
ctio

n
s fro

m
 th

e 
K

G
B

 to m
isinform

 the C
om

m
ission 

ab
o
u
t O

sw
ald

's activ
ities 

in 
the 

S
oviet U

nion. H
e explained that the 

C
IA

 co
u
ld

 n
o
t say

 w
ith

 certain
ty

 
w

hich view
 w

as correct, and m
ight 

n
o
t reso

lv
e th

is q
u
estio

n
 b

efo
re 

2
2
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L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 SE

•C
R

E
t' W

O
R

L
D

 O
P

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

SW
eIL

D
 

B
O

O
K

 SE
C

T
IO

N
 	

Alorch 

th
e W

arren
 R

ep
o
rt w

as p
u
b
lish

ed
. 

W
arren

 lo
o

k
ed

 u
p

, v
isib

ly
 d

is-
tu

rb
ed

. H
e ask

ed
 ab

o
u
t th

e rep
o
rt 

received from
 H

oover, w
hich raised 

none of these questions. H
elm

s qui-
etly

 an
sw

ered
 th

at h
e co

u
ld

 sp
eak

 
only for the C

IA
. 

T
he m

en looked at each other in 
silen

ce fo
r a lo

n
g
 m

o
m

en
t. T

h
en

 
W

arren, apparently tired and frayed 
by the additional duties im

posed on 
him

 by the assassination, said that he 
w

o
u
ld

 tak
e w

h
at H

elm
s to

ld
 h

im
 

u
n

d
er ad

v
isem

en
t. T

h
e in

terv
iew

 
w

as ended. 
L

ater that sam
e day, at the C

hief 
Ju

stice's req
u

est, th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 

m
et in executive session to discuss 

th
e v

ex
in

g
 p

ro
b

lem
 raised

 b
y

 N
o

-
senko. (T

he m
inutes of this m

eeting 
are still classified as secret.) It w

as 
decided that N

osenko w
ouldn't tes-

tify or be interview
ed by any m

em
-

b
ers o

f th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
. T

h
e F

B
I 

report on him
 w

ould rem
ain, but as 

part of the unpublished record of the 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 filed

 aw
ay

 in
 th

e N
a-

tional A
rchives. 

T
h

u
s, fo

r th
e critical "R

u
ssian

" 
period in O

sw
ald's life, the C

om
m

is-
sion w

ould rely alm
ost entirely on a 

d
iary

 th
at h

ad
 b

een
 fo

u
n
d
 am

o
n
g
 

O
sw

ald's effects and on official rec-
ords tendered by the S

oviet govern-
m

ent. (T
his w

as decided despite the 
fact th

at if th
e S

o
v
iet g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

w
as su

sp
ected

 o
f g

o
in

g
 to

 g
reat 

len
g
th

s to
 fak

e a d
efecto

r, th
e rec-

ords it supplied w
ould also obviously 

have to be suspected of being fakes.) 
P

resident Johnson w
as dem

and-
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 re

p
o

rt b
e
 issu

e
d

 in
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S
ep

tem
b

er, w
ell b

efo
re th

e P
resi-

dential election in N
ovem

ber, and it 
w

as already alm
ost July. F

inal drafts 
had to be in w

ithin 30 days, W
arren 

o
rd

ered
. F

aced
 w

ith
 an

 u
n

y
ield

in
g

 
deadline, the C

om
m

ission staff w
as 

in a quandary over w
hat to do about 

the S
oviet section. It seem

ed to be an 
im

m
ense void for w

hich there w
ere 

no w
itnesses. (O

sw
ald did not m

eet 
M

arin
a u

n
til after h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 
red

efect to
 th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates in

 
1961.) 

F
or exam

ple, in investigating the 
origin of O

sw
ald's defection to R

us-
sia, W

illiam
 C

o
lem

an
, Jr., an

d
 W

. 
D

av
id

 S
law

so
n

, w
h

o
 w

ere to
 w

rite 
this portion of the report, concluded 
th

at O
sw

ald
 p

ro
b

ab
ly

 b
eg

an
 to

 lay
 

h
is p

lan
s w

h
ile serv

in
g
 w

ith
 th

e ' 
M

arin
es in

 th
e F

ar E
ast. "T

h
u
s," 

th
ey

 n
o
ted

, "th
ere is th

e p
o

ssib
ility

 , 
that O

sw
ald cam

e into contact w
ith 

co
m

m
u

n
ist ag

en
ts at th

at tim
e. Ja-

pan, especially because the C
om

m
u-

nist P
arty w

as open and active there, 
w

ould seem
 a likely point for such a 

contact to have been m
ade." If such a 

contact had been m
ade and O

sw
ald 

had indeed been induced by an intel-
lig

en
ce serv

ice to
 d

efect, th
en

 h
is 

m
ovem

ents prior to the assassination 
w

ould be cast in an extrem
ely differ-

en
t lig

h
t. Y

et, to
 d

eterm
in

e th
is, it 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e n

ecessary
 to

 reco
n

stru
ct 

the experiences of O
sw

ald's M
arine 

unit in Japan to ascertain w
hat infor-

m
ation of intelligence value O

sw
ald 

had had access to. 
M

ore than too m
en had served in 

O
sw

ald
's u

n
it. A

n
y

 o
f th

em
 m

ig
h

t 
have held pieces in the jigsaw

 m
ys- 

tery of O
sw

ald's sudden defection. 
W

ith only days left to finish w
riting 

th
e rep

o
rt, h

o
w

ev
er, th

e C
o

m
m

is-
sion staff knew

 that there w
ould not 

be tim
e to track dow

n and interview
 

these m
issing w

itnesses. In fact, the 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 q

u
estio

n
ed

 o
n
ly

 o
n
e 

M
arin

e w
h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 in

 O
sw

ald
's 

rad
ar u

n
it in

 Jap
an

—
an

d
 h

is to
u
r 

overlapped w
ith O

sw
ald's by only a 

few
 m

onths. 
D

id O
sw

ald have access to classi-
fied inform

ation in the M
arines? D

id 
h
e h

av
e co

n
tacts o

r arran
g
em

en
ts 

w
ith S

oviet intelligence services pri-
or to his defection? H

ad he received 
training during his years in the S

ovi-
et U

nion? W
as he subsequently giv-

en
 an

y
 m

issio
n

 b
y

 th
e S

o
v

iets to
 

perform
 upon his return to the U

nit-
ed S

tates? "H
ow

," asked C
olem

an 
an

d
 S

law
so

n
 in

 a to
p

-secret d
raft 

report, "are w
e to assess w

hether O
r 

not w
hat w

e know
 of O

sw
ald's 'real 

life' is not just a legend' designed by 
th

e K
G

B
 an

d
 liv

ed
 o

u
t b

y
 O

sw
ald

 
thereafter?" 

N
o

sen
k

o
 w

as still co
n

fin
ed

 an
d

 
u

n
d

er in
terro

g
atio

n
 o

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 

z8, t964, w
hen the W

arren C
om

m
is-

sio
n
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 its rep

o
rt, h

av
in

g
 

failed to answ
er any of these central 

questions about O
sw

ald's past. 

"R
ace C

ar" 

efts* Japan: 1957. "R
ace C

ar to 
C

o
ffee M

ill, R
ace C

ar to
 C

o
ffee 

M
ill," the radio crackled. "R

equest 
w

inds aloft at go angels." 
T

he m
en inside the darkened con-

tro
l ro

o
m

 listen
ed

 w
ith

 b
ew

ild
er-

m
ent; som

e laughed nervously, as if 
232 

th
e rad

io
 call w

ere so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f 
practical joke, designed to break the 
boredom

 of a four-hour w
atch. A

ll 
knew

 from
 their M

arine C
orps radar 

training that no plane could fly at an 
altitude of "go angels"—

go,000 feet. 
T

h
e w

o
rld

 reco
rd

 fo
r altitu

d
e w

as 
still 65,889 feet, and the radar height-
fin

d
in

g
 an

ten
n

a read
 u

p
 to

 o
n

ly
 

45,000 feet. W
hy, then, w

ould any 
plane w

ant to know
 the w

ind veloc-
ity at 90,000 feet? 

"C
offee M

ill" w
as the code nam

e 
fo

r M
arin

e A
ir C

o
n
tro

l S
q
u
ad

ro
n
 

O
n

e, k
n

o
w

n
 

as 
M

A
C

S
-I, w

h
ich

 
m

o
n
ito

red
 air traffic fo

r th
e 1

st 
M

arin
e A

ircraft W
in

g
 statio

n
ed

 at 
A

rsu
g
i air b

ase, ab
o
u
t 3

5
 m

iles 
southw

est of T
okyo. B

ut w
hat w

as 
"R

ace C
ar"? 

A
t daybreak a few

 days later, the 
m

en in S
quadron O

ne received an-
o
th

er su
rp

rise. A
 lo

n
g
, th

in
, silv

er 
p
la

n
e
, w

ith
 a

 n
e
e
d
le

 n
o
se

, w
a
s 

w
h
eeled

 o
u
t o

f a h
an

g
ar th

at w
as 

guarded by A
m

erican civilians w
ith 

subm
achine guns. It looked like no 

plane any of the M
arines in C

offee 
M

ill had ever seen before. Its w
ings, 

w
hich stretched out for B

o feet, w
ere 

m
o
re th

an
 tw

ice th
e len

g
th

 o
f its 

fuselage. T
he w

ing tips drooped to 
the ground and had to be supported 
by alum

inum
 pods w

ith sm
all w

heels 
under them

. A
 pilot, clad in a heavy 

rubber suit and m
ask, arrived in an 

am
b
u
lan

ce an
d
 clim

b
ed

 in
to

 th
e 

co
ck

p
it. T

h
e g

ro
u

n
d

 crew
 th

en
 re-

m
o

v
ed

 fiv
e id

en
tify

in
g

 n
u

m
b

ers 
from

 the tail of the strange plane. A
s 

the engine w
arm

ed up, it em
itted a 

h
ig

h
, sh

rill w
h
in

e, w
h
ich

 rap
id

ly
 



T
he U

-2—
called "the black lady of espionage" by the 

Soviets—
as it looked on a reconnaissance flig

h
t 

1
9
7
8
 	

L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 SE

C
R

E
T

 W
O

R
L

D
 O

F
 L

E
E

 H
A

R
V

E
Y

 O
SW

A
L

D
 	

L
E

G
E

N
D

: M
E

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 W
O

R
L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

SW
4L

D
 

in
creased

 as th
e p

lan
e b

eg
an

 racin
g

 
d
o
w

n
 th

e
 ru

n
w

a
y
. 

In
 a few

 seco
n
d
s, u

sin
g
 n

o
 m

o
re 

th
a
n
 5

0
0
 fe

e
t o

f th
e
 m

ile
-lo

n
g
 ru

n
-

w
ay

, th
e m

y
stery

 p
lan

e sh
o
t in

to
 th

e 
air. T

h
e w

h
eels u

n
d

er th
e w

in
g

s fell 
o
ff a

n
d
 th

e
 p

la
n

e
 

c
lim

b
e
d
 a

t a
 4

5
-d

e
-

g
ree an

g
le. W

ith
in

 a 
• c

o
u

p
le

 o
f m

in
u

te
s 

th
e
 M

a
rin

e
s w

a
tc

h
-

in
g
 th

e
ir ra

d
a
r-

sc
o
p
e
s sa

w
 th

a
t th

e
 

p
la

n
e
 h

a
d
 v

a
n
ish

e
d
 

fro
m

 th
e
 s

c
re

e
n
. 

T
h
e
n
, m

o
m

e
n
ts

 
la

te
r, R

a
c
e
 C

a
r 

called
. 

G
ra

d
u
a
lly

 th
e
 

M
arin

e C
o
rp

s rad
ar 

o
p
e
ra

to
rs in

 C
o
ffe

e
 

M
ill le

a
rn

e
d
 m

o
re

 
a
b
o
u
t th

e
 so

-c
a
lle

d
 

"
u
tility

 p
la

n
e
."

 
("

W
h
e
n
e
v
e
r w

e
 

h
e
a
rd

 th
a
t n

o
is

e
, 

so
m

e o
f u

s w
o
u
ld

 ru
n
 o

u
t o

f th
e b

u
t 

to
 w

atch
 it tak

e o
ff," recalls R

o
b
ert 

R
o
y
c
e
 A

u
g
g
, n

o
w

 a
 p

o
lic

e
m

a
n
 in

 
C

h
illic

o
th

e
, O

h
io

.) A
s th

e
 re

q
u
e
sts 

fo
r w

in
d

s a
t 7

o
,0

0
0

, 8
o

,0
0

0
 a

n
d

 
9
0
,0

0
0
 feet u

su
ally

 cam
e so

o
n
 after it 

d
isa

p
p
e
a
re

d
 fro

m
 th

e
ir ra

d
a
r, th

e
y
 

d
ed

u
ced

 th
at th

e p
lan

e w
as, in

 fact, 
R

a
c
e
 C

a
r. A

n
d
 e

v
e
n
tu

a
lly

, in
 th

e
ir 

b
riefin

g
s o

n
 classified

 m
aterial, th

ey
 

w
e
re

 to
ld

 th
a
t th

e
 u

tility
 p

la
n
e
 

(c
a
lle

d
 th

e
 U

-2
 fo

r sh
o
rt) w

a
s a

 
h
ig

h
ly

 se
c
re

t re
c
o
n
n
a
issa

n
c
e
 c

ra
ft 

w
h
ich

 w
as n

o
t to

 b
e d

iscu
ssed

 w
ith

 
an

y
o
n
e o

u
tsid

e th
e rad

ar u
n
it. 

W
h

at th
ey

 w
ere n

o
t to

ld
, h

o
w

ev
- 

e
r, w

a
s th

a
t th

e
 U

-2
 w

a
s u

se
d
 p

ri-
m

a
rily

 fo
r fly

in
g
 o

v
e
r th

e
 S

o
v
ie

t 
U

n
io

n
 an

d
 C

h
in

a in
 o

rd
er to

 p
h
o
to

-
g

rap
h

 m
ilitary

 an
d

 in
d

u
strial targ

ets. 
O

r th
at th

e U
-2

s, w
h
ich

 u
sed

 A
tsu

g
i 

as o
n
e o

f th
eir tw

o
 m

ain
 b

ases, w
ere 

p
ro

v
id

in
g
 n

o
 le

ss th
a
n
 

g
o
 p

e
rce

n
t 

o
f a

ll h
a
rd

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 o

n
 S

o
v
ie

t 
m

ilitary
, b

allistic an
d
 n

u
clear-b

o
m

b
 

a
c
tiv

itie
s. F

o
r th

is re
a
so

n
 it w

a
s 

cu
rren

tly
 th

e h
ig

h
est-p

rio
rity

 targ
et 

o
f S

o
v
ie

t in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
, w

h
ic

h
 w

a
s 

a
tte

m
p
tin

g
 to

 g
a
in

 in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
 to

 
m

ak
e it p

o
ssib

le fo
r S

o
v
iet ro

ck
ets to

 
sh

o
o
t d

o
w

n
 o

n
e o

f th
e o

d
d
-lo

o
k
in

g
 

p
lan

es. 
O

n
e
 M

a
rin

e
 in

sid
e
 th

e
 b

u
b

b
le

 
seem

ed
 to

 g
o
 ab

o
u
t h

is w
o
rk

 w
ith

 a 
g
o
o
d
 d

eal o
f silen

t efficien
cy

. H
e w

as 
g
a
u
n
t, w

ith
 sp

a
rk

lin
g
 e

y
e
s a

n
d
 a

 
sm

ile
 th

a
t w

a
s o

fte
n
 ta

k
e
n
 fo

r a
 

c
o
n
te

m
p
tu

o
u
s sm

irk
. L

ik
e
 th

e
 o

th
- 
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c
rs, h

e
 h

e
a
rd

 th
e
 ra

d
io

 c
a
lls fro

m
 

R
ace C

ar an
d
, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 o
n
e o

ffi-
cer, sh

o
w

ed
 an

 ex
trao

rd
in

ary
 in

terest 
in

 th
e p

ath
 o

f th
e p

lan
e. T

h
at M

arin
e 

w
as L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

sw
ald

. 

L
o
n
ely

 B
o
y
 

O
S

W
A

L
D

 W
A

S
 H

O
R

N
 o

n
 O

cto
b

er 1
8

, 
1
9
3
9
, at th

e O
ld

 F
ren

ch
 H

o
sp

ital in
 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s. H
is fath

er, R
o
b
ert E

. 
L

e
e
 O

sw
a
ld

, h
a
d

 d
ie

d
 o

f a
 h

e
a
rt 

attack
 tw

o
 m

o
n
th

s b
efo

re. H
is m

o
th

-
er, M

arg
u
erite C

lav
eric O

sw
ald

, an
 

a
ttra

c
tiv

e
 b

ru
n
e
tte

 o
f F

re
n
c
h
 a

n
d
 

G
e
rm

a
n
 e

x
tra

c
tio

n
, m

a
n
a
g
e
d
 th

e
 

b
e
st sh

e
 c

o
u

ld
 u

n
d

e
r d

iffic
u
lt c

ir-
cu

m
stan

ces. A
s a resu

lt, L
ee's ch

ild
-

h
o
o
d
 w

as u
n
settled

 an
d
 d

ifficu
lt. F

o
r 

e
c
o
n
o
m

ic
 re

a
so

n
s, lie

 sp
e
n
t n

e
a
rly

 
tw

o
 y

ears in
 an

 o
rp

h
an

ag
e w

ith
 tw

o
 

e
ld

e
r b

ro
th

e
rs. W

h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s fiv

e
, 

h
is m

o
th

e
r re

m
a
rrie

d
, b

u
t w

a
s d

i-
v

o
rc

e
d

 little
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 tw

o
 y

e
a
rs 

later. T
h
e fam

ily
 m

o
v
ed

 freq
u

en
tly

, 
an

d
 b

y
 th

e tim
e L

ee w
as ten

, an
d

 in
 

fifth
 g

ra
d
e
, h

e
 h

a
d
 a

tte
n
d
e
d
 six

 
d
ifferen

t sch
o
o
ls. 

In
 A

u
g
u
st 1

9
5
2
, w

ith
 b

o
th

 h
e
r 

o
ld

e
r so

n
s e

n
liste

d
 in

 th
e
 m

ilita
ry

, 
M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 m
o
v
e
d
 to

 N
c
w

 Y
o
rk

 
C

ity
 w

ith
 L

ee. T
h
e n

ex
t sp

rin
g
, L

ee 
w

as p
ick

ed
 u

p
 at th

e B
ro

n
x

 Z
o

o
 fo

r 
tru

a
n
c
y
 a

n
d
 re

m
a
n
d
e
d
 to

 th
e
 N

c
w

 
Y

o
rk

 C
ity

 Y
o

u
th

 H
o

u
se

 fo
r a

 six
-

w
eek

 o
b
serv

atio
n
 p

erio
d
. T

h
e p

sy
• 

c
h
ia

tric
 re

p
o
rt o

f D
r. R

e
n
a
tu

s
 

H
a
rto

g
s d

e
sc

rib
e
s th

e
 1

3
-y

e
a
r-o

ld
 

O
sw

ald
 as a "ten

se, w
ith

d
raw

n
 an

d
 

ev
asiv

e b
o
y
, w

h
o
 d

islik
es in

ten
sely

 
ta

lk
in

g
 a

b
o
u
t h

im
se

lf a
n
d
 h

is fe
e
l-

in
g
s." O

sw
a
ld

 a
lso

 se
e
m

e
d
 in

te
lli-

g
e
n
t. D

r. H
a
rto

g
s w

ro
te

: "L
e
e
 is a

  

y
o
u
n
g
ster w

ith
 su

p
erio

r m
en

tal en
-

d
o

w
m

en
ts, fu

n
ctio

n
in

g
 p

resen
tly

 in
 

th
e
 b

rig
h
t-n

o
rm

a
l ra

n
g
e
 o

f m
e
n
ta

l 
efficien

cy
. H

is ab
stract th

in
k
in

g
 ca-

p
a
c
ity

 a
n
d
 h

is v
o
c
a
b
u
la

ry
 a

re
 w

e
ll 

d
ev

elo
p
ed

. N
o
 retard

atio
n
 in

 sch
o
o
l 

su
b

je
c
ts c

o
u

ld
 b

e
 fo

u
n
d

 d
e
sp

ite
 

tru
an

cy
." 

D
u
rin

g
 h

is tim
e in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

, L
ee 

ap
p
aren

tly
 also

 b
ecam

e in
terested
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u
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 p
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e
 M

a
rin

e
s
 in

 th
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 b
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c
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n
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 c
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b
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 b
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 b
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 b
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r p
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 b
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h
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c
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 p
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n
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b
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 b
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n
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a
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, b
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a
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 c
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 d
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c
a
m

a
ra

d
e
rie

 w
ith

 a
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f m
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 b
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 d
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 c
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c
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 b

y
 

s
h
o
u
tin

g
, "S

a
v
e
 y

o
u
r C

o
n
fe

d
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 c

h
e
e
re

d
 h

im
 o

n
 

w
h
e
n
 h

e
 fin

a
lly h

a
d
 h

is first se
xu

a
l 

e
xp

e
rie

n
ce

, w
ith

 a
 Ja

p
a
n
e
se

 b
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 c
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c
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 g
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h
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a
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 c
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e b
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 b
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 b
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 b
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l b
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h
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a
t "y

o
u
 

c
o

u
ld

 a
lw

a
y

s fin
d

 o
u

t w
h

e
re

 y
o

u
 

w
e
re

 g
o

in
g

 fro
m

 a
 b

a
r g

irl b
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c
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e p
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b
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c
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c
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 b
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, p
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 m
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p
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b
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p
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r b
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b
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e b
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b
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, c
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e b
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 d
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 d
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e 

P
h

ilip
p

in
es. 

T
h
e
 o

u
tfit sp

e
n
t th
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e
re

 a
n
d
 o

n
 C

o
rre

g
id

o
r, 

d
u
rin

g
 w

h
ich

 p
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e d
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n
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c
e
d
 to

 
2

0
 
d
a
y
s a

t h
a
rd

 
lab

o
r, fo

rfeitu
re o

f $5o in
 p

a
y
 a

n
d
 

red
u

ctio
n

 to
 th
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b
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t b
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 m
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 p
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 b
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p
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 b
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b
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tu
rn

e
d
 to

 ra
d
a
r d

u
ty

, h
e
 w

a
s 

in
ex

p
licab

ly
 k

ep
t o

n
 m

ess d
u
ty

. 
O

sw
ald

 n
o
w

 p
u
t in

 fo
r a h

ard
sh

ip
 

d
isc

h
a
rg

e
. A

p
p
a
re

n
tly

 h
e
 h

o
p
e
d
 to

 
b
e
 d

isc
h
a
rg

e
d
 in

 Ja
p
a
n
, w

h
e
re

 h
e
 

h
a
d
 m

a
d
e
 frie

n
d
s; b

u
t th

is re
q
u
e
st 

also
 w

as tu
rn

ed
 d

o
w

n
. S

to
u

t rem
em

- 

.• 

M
u ,

••  

tfi4:  

1(..11.4 	
•

-  
• 

• - 
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For one knurl. C
hoose from

 a m
enu of .0, A

t your grocer's. 
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L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

eIR
Y

E
Y

 O
S

W
IL

D
 

ev
ery

 m
o

m
en

t th
ey

 w
ere n

o
t p

er-
fo

rm
in

g
 m

en
ial d

u
ties. T

h
e g

u
ard

s 
and turnkeys w

ere especially brutal. 
W

h
en

 a p
riso

n
er h

ad
 to

 u
se th

e 
toilet, he had to toe up to a red line 
and scream

 his request over and over 
again, until the turnkey w

as satisfied 
and granted perm

ission. O
ne fellow

 
M

arin
e, w

h
o

 w
as in

 th
e b

rig
 at th

e 
sam

e tim
e as O

sw
ald, described the 

b
rig

 as a h
o

rro
r—

"far w
o

rse th
an

 
anything in civilian prisons." 

Joseph D
. M

acedo, a radar opera-
tor in C

offee M
ill, rem

em
bers m

eet-
in

g
 O

sw
ald

 so
o

n
 after h

e w
as re-

leased from
 the brig. H

e found him
 

"a com
pletely changed person from

 
the naïve and innocent boy" w

ho had 
jo

in
ed

 th
e u

n
it in

 Jap
an

 less th
an

 a 
y

ear earlier. "O
sw

ald
 w

as a n
o

n
-

d
rin

k
er an

d
 v

irg
in

 w
h

en
 h

e cam
e 

o
v

erseas;" later o
n

, at th
e six

- to
 

sev
en

-o
'clo

ck
 "h

ap
p
y
 h

o
u
rs," O

s-
w

ald began drinking "m
ixed drinks 

w
ith

 th
e m

en
 an

d
 b

ecam
e m

o
re 

extroverted and m
oderately hum

or-
ous." N

ow
 M

acedo found him
 to be 

co
ld

, w
ith

d
raw

n
 an

d
 b

itter. "I'v
e 

seen enough of a dem
ocratic society 

h
ere in

 M
A

C
S

-1
," O

sw
ald

 said
. 

"W
h
en

 1
 g

et o
u
t I'm

 g
o
in

g
 to

 try
 

som
ething else." 

"Y
ou A

m
ericans" 

O
S

W
A

L
D

 seem
ed to associate m

ore 
than ever w

ith his Japanese friends 
and less w

ith M
arines. H

e frequently 
w

en
t to

 T
o

k
y
o

 o
r o

th
erw

ise d
isap

-
peared on his passes. 

In S
eptem

ber 1958, C
offee M

ill 
w

as o
rd

ered
 to

 T
aiw

an
. W

h
en

 n
o

t 
o

n
 rad

ar d
u

ty
, th

e M
arin

es h
elp

ed
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the N
ationalist C

hinese troops build 
artillery em

placem
ents. T

his, to O
s-

w
ald, w

as further evidence of A
m

er-
ic

a
n

 "im
p

e
ria

lism
." H

e
 to

ld
 a

n
 

A
m

erican
 rep

o
rter 1

3
 m

o
n

th
s later 

ab
o

u
t h

is in
d

ig
n

atio
n

 at "h
elp

in
g

 
drag up guns for the C

hinese, w
atch-

ing A
m

erican technicians show
 the 

C
hinese how

 to use them
." H

e add-
ed

, "It's o
n

e th
in

g
 to

 talk
 ag

ain
st 

co
m

m
u

n
ism

 an
d

 an
o

th
er th

in
g

 to
 

d
rag

 a g
u

n
 u

p
 a m

o
u

n
tain

sid
e." 

O
n
e n

ig
h
t, so

o
n
 after th

ey
 h

ad
 

arrived, O
sw

ald w
as on guard duty 

at about m
idnight w

hen L
t. C

harles 
R

. R
hodes, the officer of the guard, 

suddenly heard "four or five" shots 
fro

m
 th

e
 p

o
sitio

n
 O

sw
a
ld

 w
a
s 

g
u
ard

in
g
. D

raw
in

g
 h

is .4
5
-calib

er 
p

isto
l, h

e ran
 to

w
ard

 th
e clu

m
p

 o
f 

trees from
 w

hich the gunfire seem
-

ingly em
anated. T

here he found O
s-

w
ald slum

ped against a tree, holding 
his M

-1 rifle across his lap. 'W
hen I 

g
o
t to

 h
im

, h
e w

as sh
ak

in
g
 an

d
 

cry
in

g
," R

h
o
d
es later reco

u
n
ted

. 
"H

e said
 h

e h
ad

 seen
 m

en
 in

 th
e 

w
oods and that he challenged them

 
and then started shooting." R

hodes 
put his arm

 around O
sw

ald's shoul-
der and slow

ly w
alked him

 back to 
his tent. 

R
h

o
d

es rep
o

rted
 th

e in
cid

en
t to

 
his com

m
anding officer, and alm

ost 
im

m
ediately after that O

sw
ald w

as 
returned to Japan. R

hodes believed 
then, as he does today, that O

sw
ald 

p
lan

n
ed

 th
e sh

o
o

tin
g
 in

cid
en

t as 
a p

lo
y
 to

 g
et h

im
self sen

t b
ack

 
to

 Ja
p
a
n
. "O

sw
a
ld

 lik
e
d
 Ja

p
a
n
 

a
n

d
 w

a
n

te
d

 to
 sta

y
. I th

in
k

 h
e
 

fired
 o

ff h
is g

u
n
 to

 g
et o

u
t. T

h
ere  

w
as nothing dum

b about O
sw

ald." 
O

sw
ald w

as reassigned to a. M
a-

rine squadron at Iw
akuni, an air base 

Som
e 430 m

iles southw
est of T

okyo. 
O

w
en D

ejanovich, a tali, lanky na-
tive of C

hicago w
ho w

ent on to play 
p

ro
fessio

n
al fo

o
tb

all, reco
g

n
ized

 
him

 as som
eone he had m

et in radar 
school at K

eesler A
ir B

ase and tried 
to

 re
n
e
w

 th
e
 a

c
q
u
a
in

ta
n
c
e
. H

e
 

q
u

ick
ly

 fo
u

n
d

 th
at O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 
g
ro

w
n
 en

o
rm

o
u
sly

 b
itter sin

ce h
e 

had last know
n him

. "H
e kept refer-

ring to the M
arines at the center as 

'Y
ou A

m
ericans,' as if he w

ere som
e 

sort of foreigner sim
ply observing 

w
hat w

e w
ere doing,' says D

ejano-
v
ich

. H
e sp

o
k
e in

 slo
g
an

s ab
o
u
t 

A
m

erican
 "im

p
erialism

" an
d
 "ex

-
ploitation," w

hich m
ade D

ejanovich 
th

in
k

 at th
e tim

e th
at O

sw
ald

—
 

w
hom

 he called B
ugs—

w
as m

erely 
being perverse for the sake of shock-
ing the other M

arines at the center. 
In

 th
e ev

en
in

g
s, D

ejan
o

v
ich

 
w

o
u
ld

 o
ccasio

n
ally

 see O
sw

ald
 

sp
eak

in
g
 to

 an
 attractiv

e E
u
rasian

 
w

om
an. "S

he w
as m

uch too good-
looking for B

ugs," he recalls think-
ing, and he w

ondered w
hy such an 

attractive "roundeye," obviously not 
a com

m
on bar girl, w

ould w
aste her 

tim
e w

ith a M
arine private. A

nother 
M

arine in the unit, D
an P

ow
ers, got 

the im
pression from

 O
sw

ald that this 
E

urasian w
as half-R

ussian and w
as 

teach
in

g
 O

sw
ald

 th
e R

u
ssian

 lan
-

guage. U
nknow

n to his fellow
 M

a-
rines, O

sw
ald w

as during this period 
m

aking careful, plans and prepara-
tions to defect to the S

oviet U
nion—

at least, that is w
hat he told reporters 
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w
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e
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 h

e
 a

rrive
d
 in

 M
o
sco

w
 o

n
e
 ye

a
r 

la
te

r. "C
o
m

ra
d
e
 O

sw
a
ld

sko
vich

" 

T
O

W
A

R
D

 T
H

E
 E

N
D

 o
f t9

5
8

, O
sw

a
ld

 
re

tu
rn

e
d
 to

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s, sp
e
n
t a

 
3
o
-d

a
y le

a
ve

 in
 F

o
rt W

o
rth

, T
e
xa

s, 
w

ith
 h

is
 m

o
th

e
r, a

n
d
 ju

s
t b

e
fo

re
 

C
h

ristm
a

s re
p

o
rte

d
 to

 h
is n

e
w

 u
n

it, 
M

A
C

S
-9

, in
 S

a
n

ta
 A

n
a

, C
a

lif. 
O

n
 F

e
b

ru
a

ry
 2

5
, 1

9
5

9
, O

s
w

a
ld

 
a
rra

n
g
e
d
 to

 ta
k
e
 a

 M
a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s
 

p
ro

ficie
n
cy e

xa
m

in
a
tio

n
 in

 R
u
ssia

n
. 

In
 re

a
d
in

g
, h

e
 a

ch
ie

ve
d
 a

 sco
p
e
 o

f 
p
lu

s fo
u
r, w

h
ich

 m
e
a
n
t th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

g
o

t fo
u

r m
o

re
 a

n
s
w

e
rs

 rig
h

t th
a

n
 

w
ro

n
g

. In
 w

ritin
g

, h
e

 s
c
o

re
d

 p
lu

s
 

th
re

e
; in

 c
o

m
p

re
h

e
n

d
in

g
 s

p
o

k
e

n
 

R
u
ssia

n
, h

e
 w

a
s w

e
a
ke

r, sco
rin

g
 m

i-
n
u
s five

. W
h
ile

 h
is o

ve
ra

ll s
c

o
re

 w
a

s
 

co
n
sid

e
re

d
 "p

o
o
r" w

h
e
n
 co

m
p
a
re

d
 

w
ith

 th
e

 s
c
o

re
s
 o

f th
o

s
e

 s
tu

d
y
in

g
 

R
u

s
s
ia

n
 a

t la
n

g
u

a
g

e
 s

c
h

o
o

ls
, it 

sh
o
w

e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 le

a
rn

e
d
 th

e
 ru

d
i-

m
e

n
ts o

f a
 ve

ry d
ifficu

lt la
n

g
u

a
g

e
—

a
n
d
 n

o
n
e
 o

f h
is b

a
rra

cks m
a
te

s in
 

J
a

p
a

n
 re

m
e

m
b

e
r O

s
w

a
ld

 u
s
in

g
 a

 
L
in

g
u
a
p
h
o
n
e
 o

r re
c
o
rd

s
 to

 le
a
rn

 
R

u
ssia

n
; th

is su
g
g
e
sts th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

so
m

e
 m

o
re

 p
riva

te
 m

e
a
n
s. 

L
e

ss th
a

n
 a

 m
o

n
th

 a
fte

r ta
kin

g
 h

is 
R

u
ssia

n
 e

xa
m

in
a

tio
n

, O
sw

a
ld

 to
o

k 
a
n
d
 p

a
sse

d
 te

sts w
h
ich

 g
a
ve

 h
im

 th
e
 

e
q

u
iva

le
n

cy o
f a

 h
ig

h
-sch

o
o

l d
ip

lo
-

m
a
 a

n
d
 m

a
d
e
 it p

o
ssib

le
 fo

r h
im

 to
 

a
p

p
ly

 to
 c

o
lle

g
e

. M
e

a
n

w
h

ile
, h

e
 

w
o

rk
e

d
 a

t im
p

ro
v
in

g
 h

is
 R

u
s
s
ia

n
. 

T
h

e
 M

a
rin

e
s w

h
o

 sh
a

re
d

 a
 cu

b
icle

 
w

ith
 O

sw
a
ld

 in
 o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 Q

u
o
n
se

t 
h

u
ts

 n
ic

k
n

a
m

e
d

 h
im

 O
s
w

a
ld

s
k
o

-
vich

, a
n
d
 h

e
 p

la
ye

d
 a

lo
n
g
 b

y ca
llin

g
 

th
e
m

 "C
o
m

ra
d
e
" a

n
d
 a

n
s
w

e
rin

g
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D
o

 it b
e

tte
r y

o
u

rs
e

lf! 

V
isit the store 

w
ith the Sentry 
on the door! 

Y
o

u
r n

e
 g

h
b

o
rh

o
o

d
 S

e
n

try
 h

a
rd

w
a

re
 

d
e

a
le

r w
ill g

la
d

ly
 h

e
lp

 y
o

u
 w

ith
 y

o
u

r n
e

x
t 

h
o
m

e
 p

ro
je

c
t. 

Y
o

u
r S

e
n

try
 d

e
a

le
r w

ill g
iv

e
 y

o
u

 a
d

v
ic

e
 

o
n
 c

a
rp

e
t c

a
re

. R
e
n
t R

IN
S

E
N

V
A

C
 fo

r 
a 

p
ro

fe
s
s
io

n
a
l J

o
b
. C

le
a
n
, rin

s
e
, v

a
c
 in

 a
 

sin
g
le

 sw
e
e
p
. 

O
ther Sentry "do-it.yourself' aids! 
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rices fo

r rep
rin

ts o
f o

th
er articles m

ay
 

be 
o

b
tain

ed
 o

n
 

req
u
est.) 

346 

L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
F

 L
E

E
 H

A
R

V
E

Y
 O

S
W

A
L
D

 	
L
E

G
E

N
D

: T
H

E
 S

E
C

R
E

T
 W

O
R

L
D

 O
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E

E
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V
E
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SW
A

LD
 

q
u

estio
n

s p
u

t to
 h

im
 w

ith
 a da o

r a
 

n
yet. 

B
y
 su

m
m

e
r 1

9
5
9
, O

sw
a
ld

 h
a
d
 

b
eco

m
e so

 w
ell k

n
o
w

n
 as a R

u
sso

-
p

h
ile w

ith
in

 th
e u

n
it th

at o
n

e M
arin

e 
a
sk

e
d
 h

im
 to

 h
a
v
e
 d

in
n
e
r w

ith
 h

is 
au

n
t, R

o
saleen

 Q
u
in

n
, an

 attractiv
e 

a
irlin

e
 ste

w
a
rd

e
ss fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
r-

lean
s, b

ecau
se sh

e w
as stu

d
y
in

g
 R

u
s-

sia
n

 in
 p

re
p
a
ra

tio
n

 fo
r th

e
 S

ta
te

 
D

ep
artm

en
t's fo

reig
n
-lan

g
u
ag

e ex
-

a
m

in
a
tio

n
. S

h
e
 m

e
t O

sw
a
ld

 in
 a

 
c
a
fe

te
ria

 in
 S

a
n
ta

 A
n
a
, a

n
d
 th

e
y
 

sp
o
k
e
 in

 R
u
ssia

n
 fo

r a
b
o
u
t tw

o
 

h
o
u
rs. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 sh

e h
ad

 b
een

 stu
d
y
-

in
g

 R
u

ssian
 w

ith
 a B

crlitz tu
to

r fo
r 

m
o

re
 th

a
n

 a
 y

e
a
r, sh

e
 fo

u
n

d
 th

a
t 

O
sw

a
ld

 h
a
d

 a
 fa

r m
o

re
 c

o
n

fid
e
n

t 
co

m
m

an
d

 o
f th

e lan
g

u
ag

e th
an

 sh
e 

d
id

. 
T

h
at su

m
m

er O
sw

ald
 also

 co
n
fid

-
e
d
 in

 C
p
l. N

e
lso

n
 D

e
lg

a
d
o
. T

h
e
y
 

sh
a
re

d
 a

n
 in

te
re

st in
 F

id
e
l C

a
stro

, 
w

h
o

 h
a
d

 in
 th

e
 b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 o
f th

a
t 

y
e
a
r a

ssu
m

e
d
 p

o
w

e
r in

 C
u
b
a
. D

e
l-

g
a
d

o
 re

m
e
m

b
e
rs th

a
t w

h
e
n

 h
e
 first 

v
o

iced
 so

m
e sy

m
p

ath
y
 fo

r C
astro

's  

rev
o

lu
tio

n
, O

sw
ald

's c
a
rs 

"
p

erk
ed

 
u

p
."
  In

 th
e
 c

o
u

rse
 o

f th
e
ir d

isc
u

s-
sio

n
s O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 h
im

 th
at h

e w
an

t-
e
d
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
ly

 to
 g

o
 to

 C
u
b
a
 a

n
d
 

h
elp

 train
 C

astro
's arm

y
. 

A
p

p
a
re

n
tly

 b
e
lie

v
in

g
 th

a
t D

e
l-

g
a
d
o
 h

a
d
 so

m
e
 lo

c
a
l m

e
a
n
s o

f g
e
t-

tin
g

 in
 to

u
c
h

 w
ith

 C
u

b
a
n

s, O
sw

a
ld

 
p
ressed

 h
im

 fo
r so

m
eo

n
e to

 co
n
tact. 

D
elg

ad
o
 recalls th

at w
h
ile th

ey
 w

ere 
o
n
 rad

ar d
u
ty

, h
e scrib

b
led

 a n
o
te to

 
O

sw
ald

 say
in

g
 h

e sh
o

u
ld

 w
rite T

h
e 

C
u
b
an

 E
m

b
assy

, W
ash

in
g
to

n
, D

.C
."
  

W
h
ile

 O
sw

a
ld

 h
a
d
 u

p
 to

 th
a
t 

p
o
in

t receiv
ed

 v
ery

 few
 letters, D

el-
g
a
d
o
 n

o
tic

e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 n

o
w

 b
e
g
a
n
 

g
e
ttin

g
 m

a
il se

v
e
ra

l tim
e
s a

 w
e
e
k
. 

H
e
 a

lso
 le

a
rn

e
d

, w
h

ile
 lo

o
k

in
g

 
th

ro
u

g
h

 O
sw

ald
's lo

ck
er fo

r a tic to
 

b
o
rro

w
, th

a
t a

t le
a
st so

m
e
 o

f th
e
se

 
letters cam

e fro
m

 th
e C

u
b
an

 co
n
su

l-
ate. 

"T
h

e
 se

a
l,"

  h
e
 re

c
a
lls

, w
a
s
 

u
n

m
istak

ab
le."

  
T

h
e
 m

o
m

e
n
t O

sw
a
ld

 b
e
g
a
n
 re

-
ceiv

in
g

 h
is co

rresp
o

n
d

en
ce fro

m
 th

e 
C

u
b
an

s, h
e b

eg
an

 "
p
u
ttin

g
 o

n
 a co

at 
(C

o
n
tin

u
e
d
 o

n
 p

a
g
e
 2

5
2
) 

a
n
d
 tie

"
  a

n
d

 g
o

in
g

 w
ith

 D
e
lg

a
d

o
 

in
to

 L
o

s A
n

g
eles, ab

o
u

t an
 h

o
u
r an

d
 

a h
alf aw

ay
 b

y
 b

u
s. O

sw
ald

 to
ld

 h
im

 
h
is p

u
rp

o
se w

as "to
 v

isit th
e C

u
b

an
 

co
n
su

late."
  L

a
te

 o
n

e
 n

ig
h
t, w

h
ile

 
D

elg
ad

o
 w

as o
n

 d
u

ty
 w

ith
 O

sw
ald

, 
"
I g

o
t a

 c
a
ll fro

m
 th

e
 M

P
 g

u
a
rd

 
sh

ack
 th

at O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 a v

isito
r at th

e 
fro

n
t g

a
te

. T
h
is m

a
n
 h

a
d
 to

 b
e
 a

 
civ

ilian
; o

th
erw

ise, th
ey

 w
o

u
ld

 h
av

e 
let h

im
 in

. I h
ad

 to
 fin

d
 so

m
eb

o
d
y
 to

 
reliev

e O
sw

ald
."
  

A
b
o
u
t an

 h
o
u
r later D

elg
ad

o
 h

ap
-

p
en

ed
 to

 p
ass th

e m
ain

 g
ate an

d
 saw

 
O

sw
ald

 in
 a h

eated
 d

iscu
ssio

n
 w

ith
 a 

m
an

 in
 a to

p
co

at. It seem
ed

 o
d
d
 to

 
D

elg
ad

o
 th

at an
y
o
n
e w

o
u
ld

 w
ear a 

c
o

a
t o

n
 a

 h
o

t C
a
lifo

rn
ia

 n
ig

h
t. A

l-
th

o
u

g
h

 O
sw

ald
 d

id
n
't tell D

elg
ad

o
 

w
h
o
 th

e stran
g
er w

as, h
e fo

rm
ed

 th
e 

im
p
ressio

n
 at th

e tim
e th

at h
e w

as in
 

so
m

e w
ay

 co
n

n
ected

 w
ith

 "th
e C

u
b

a 
b
u
sin

ess."
  S

h
o
rtly

 a
fte

rw
a
rd

, h
e
 

ask
ed

 O
sw

ald
 if h

e w
as still p

lan
n

in
g

 
to

 g
o

 to
 C

u
b

a after h
is d

isch
arg

e. H
e 

recalls th
at O

sw
ald

 screw
ed

 h
is 

face 
in

to
 a sq

u
in

t, as if h
e h

ad
 n

o
t h

eard
 

D
elg

ad
o
 co

rrectly
, an

d
 th

en
 rep

lied
 

w
ith

o
u
t fu

rth
er elab

o
ratio

n
, "W

h
en

 
I g

e
t o

u
t, I'm

 g
o

in
g

 to
 sc

h
o

o
l in

 
S

 w
i tze rland."

  
O

sw
ald

 h
ad

 p
lan

n
ed

 th
is stag

e in
 

h
is jo

u
rn

ey
 w

ith
 co

n
su

m
m

ate care, 
H

e ap
p
lied

 in
 M

arch
 1

9
5
9
 fo

r ad
m

is-
sio

n
 to

 th
e sp

rin
g
 1

9
6
o
 tern

s at th
e 

A
lb

e
rt S

c
h

w
e
itz

e
r C

o
lle

g
e
, a

 n
e
w

 
lib

eral-arts co
lleg

e in
 C

h
u
rw

ald
en

, 
S

w
itz

e
rla

n
d
. H

e
 th

e
n
 file

d
 p

a
p
e
rs 

w
ith

 th
e R

ed
 C

ro
ss in

 Ju
ly

 in
ten

d
ed

 
to

 h
e
lp

 h
im

 g
e
t a

n
 e

a
rly

 d
isc

h
a
rg

e
 

fro
m

 th
e
 M

a
rin

e
 C

o
rp

s. H
e
 e

x
-

p
lain

ed
 in

 a sp
ecial-d

eliv
ery

 letter to
 

2
5
1
 

h
is m

o
th

er th
at R

ed
 C

ro
ss rep

resen
-

tativ
es w

o
u

ld
 call o

n
 h

er to
 ascertain

 
th

at h
e w

as n
eed

ed
 at h

o
m

e to
 su

p
-

p
o

rt h
e
r. "

Ju
st in

fo
rm

 th
e
m

 th
a
t I 

h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 y

o
u
r o

n
ly

 so
u
rc

e
 o

f in
-

co
m

e,"
  h

e w
ro

te. H
e w

an
ted

 an
 early

 
d

isc
h

a
rg

e
, h

e
 a

d
d

e
d

, "
in

 o
rd

e
r to

 
h
elp

 y
o
u
."
  M

arg
u
erite O

sw
ald

 fu
lly

 
c
o
o
p
e
ra

te
d
 w

ith
 h

e
r so

n
, a

n
d
 o

n
 

S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r 3

, to
 th

e
 su

rp
rise

 o
f h

is 
c
re

w
m

a
te

s, O
sw

a
ld

 w
a
s d

e
ta

c
h
e
d
 

fro
m

 d
u
ty

 to
 b

e p
ro

cessed
 o

u
t o

f th
e 

M
ari nes. 
O

sw
ald

 left S
an

ta A
n

a o
n

 S
ep

tem
-

b
e
r 1

 t fo
r F

o
rt W

o
rth

, w
h
e
re

 h
e
 

a
rriv

e
d
 a

t h
is m

o
th

e
r's h

o
u

se
 a

t 
2
 

a
.m

. o
n

 S
e
p

te
m

b
e
r 1

4
. W

h
e
n

 h
e
 

aro
se th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 m

o
rn

in
g
, M

ar-
g

u
erite w

as ru
d

ely
 su

rp
rised

 b
y

 h
er 

son
's an

n
o
u
n
cem

en
t th

at h
e p

lan
n
ed

 
to

 "
b
o
a
rd

 a
 sh

ip
 a

n
d
 w

o
rk

 in
 th

e
 

ex
p
o
rt-im

p
o
rt b

u
sin

ess."
  

H
e w

ith
d

rew
 $

2
0

3
 fro

m
 th

e W
est 

S
id

e
 S

ta
te

 B
a
n

k
, h

is o
n

ly
 k

n
o

w
n

 
b
an

k
 acco

u
n
t, an

d
 o

n
 S

ep
tem

b
er if 

le
ft fo

r N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n

s a
fte

r g
iv

in
g

 
M

a
rg

u
e
rite

 $
 to

o
. T

h
e
 n

e
x

t d
a
y

 h
e
 

b
o
o
k
e
d
 p

a
ssa

g
e
 o

n
 th

e
 fre

ig
h
te

r 
M

a
rio

n
 L

yke
s, d

u
e to

 sail th
e fo

llo
w

. 
in

g
 d

a
y
 fro

m
 N

e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s b

o
u
n
d
 

fo
r E

u
ro

p
e, p

ay
in

g
 $

2
_

0
.7

5
 fo

r th
e 

o
n
e
-w

a
y
 tic

k
e
t. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 th

e
 

fre
ig

h
te

r h
a
d

 a
c
c
o

m
m

o
d

a
tio

n
s fo

r 
1

2
 p

assen
g

ers, o
n

 th
is trip

 it carried
 

o
n
ly

 fo
u
r: G

eo
rg

e It. C
h
u
rch

, Jr., a 
retired

 lieu
ten

an
t co

lo
n

el in
 th

e U
.S

. 
A

rm
y
; h

is w
ife

; B
illy

 Jo
e
 L

o
rd

, a
 

1
7
-y

e
a
r-o

ld
 stu

d
e
n
t; a

n
d
 O

sw
a
ld

, 
L

o
rd

's ro
o
m

m
a
te

 fo
r th

e
 1

6
-d

a
y
 

v
o

y
ag

e. 
In

 th
e ev

en
in

g
s th

e fo
u

r p
assen

-
g
e
rs a

te
 a

t a
 c

o
m

m
o
n
 ta

b
le

, a
n
d
 



	
C

o
m

in
g
—

In
 A

p
r
il R

e
a
d

e
r
's D

ig
e
st 	

 
C

an
 Y

ou
r E

m
otion

s K
ill Y

ou
?—

Stress caused by anger, fear, hate, or even 
joy and trium

ph, m
ay cause sudden death, suggests an authority on psycho-

som
atic illness. C

ondensed from
 P

sychology Today. 

M
el B

rooks: K
in

g
 

o
f C

lo
w

n
s—

H
e w

ent to school at the silent m
ovies 

on C
oncy Island. H

e becam
e a 2000-year-old m

an, an actor, w
riter, director, 

com
poser and a com

ic genius of the cinem
a. 

B
u

yin
g an

d S
ellin

g at th
e P

en
tagon—

A
 talc of tw

o m
en w

ho w
orked for 

the pow
erful "m

ilitary-industrial com
plex." T

heir different fates offer 
startling insight into this threatening colossus. 
W

ill C
igarettes S

elf-D
estru

ct?—
N

ew
er, low-poison cigarettes m

ay help 
m

illions join the fast-grow
ing ranks of non-sm

okers. 
P

lus, the final installm
ent of L

eg
en

d
: 

T
he S

ecret W
orld of L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

a
ld

, condensed from
 the book by E

dw
ard Jay E

pstein, that leads 
readers into the heart of one of the m

ost sensational—
and heretofore 

hidden—
intelligence cases of m

odern tim
es. 

M
ich

 for th
ese an

d m
ore th

an
 30 oth

er articles an
d featu

res, selected 
an

d con
den

sed from
 th

e best of cu
rren

t readin
g. 
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R
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R
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E
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Y
E

Y
 O

SW
A

L
D

 
O

sw
ald

 sat d
iag

o
n
ally

 acro
ss fro

m
 

C
olonel C

hurch. O
sw

ald usually ate 
q

u
ick

ly
 an

d
 silen

tly
. T

h
e o

n
e tim

e 
C

hurch tried to draw
 him

 into con-
v

ersatio
n

, O
sw

ald
 g

av
e h

im
 a d

e-
scrip

tio
n

 o
f th

e D
ep

ressio
n

 o
f th

e 
19305, w

hich he seem
ed to see as a 

failu
re o

f cap
italism

. B
itterly

, h
e 

d
w

elt o
n
 h

is im
p
o
v
erish

ed
 fam

ily
. 

A
fter a few

 d
ay

s at sea, O
sw

ald
 

b
eg

an
 to

 sp
en

d
 m

o
st o

f h
is tim

e in
 

h
is cab

in
 an

d
 ev

en
 to

 m
iss m

eals. 
C

hurch assum
ed he w

as seasick. 
A

cco
rd

in
g

 to
 B

ritish
 p

assp
o

rt-
co

n
tro

l reco
rd

s, O
sw

ald
 arriv

ed
 in

 
S

outham
pton on F

riday, O
ctober 9, 

declaring to custom
s officials that he 

h
ad

 S
p

a w
ith

 h
im

 an
d
 in

ten
d
ed

 to
 

sp
en

d
 o

n
e w

eek
 in

 E
n

g
lan

d
 b

efo
re 

p
ro

ceed
in

g
 to

 co
lleg

e in
 S

w
itzer-

land. T
hese w

ere the last w
itnesses to  

identify O
sw

ald before he appeared 
in M

oscow
 one w

eek later. 
T

he stam
ps on his passport show

 
th

at h
e left H

eath
ro

w
 airp

o
rt in

 
L

ondon that sam
e day on an interna-

tio
n
al flig

h
t an

d
 lan

d
ed

 later th
at 

evening in H
elsinki, F

inland, w
here 

h
e sp

en
t six

 d
ay

s. S
w

ed
ish

 in
telli-

g
en

ce h
as fo

u
n
d
 ev

id
en

ce th
at O

s-
w

ald traveled to S
tockholm

 during 
this period, apparently to consult the 
S

oviet em
bassy. S

om
etim

e that sam
e 

w
eek O

sw
ald visited the S

oviet con-
sulate in H

elsinki and obtained visa 
N

o. 403339, valid for a six-day trip to 
th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
. H

e also
 b

o
u

g
h

t 
$
3
0
0
 w

o
rth

 o
f to

u
rist v

o
u
ch

ers fo
r 

the S
oviet U

nion, although it is not 
clear w

here he got these funds. O
n 

the evening of O
ctober 15, O

sw
ald 

left H
elsinki by train and crossed the 

F
innish-S

oviet border at V
ainikkala, 

bound for M
oscow

. 

"
I, L

ee H
a

rv
ey

 O
sw

ald
" 

O
N

 S
A

T
U

R
D

A
Y

 M
O

R
N

IN
G

, 
O

cto
-

b
er 3r, tw

o w
eeks after his arrival in 

M
o
sco

w
, O

sw
ald

 em
erg

ed
 fro

m
 a 

taxi in front of the U
.S

. em
bassy and 

stro
d

e p
ast th

e M
arin

e g
u

ard
s in

to
 

the consular section. R
ichard E

. S
ny-

d
er recalls th

at O
sw

ald
 b

an
g

ed
 h

is 
p

assp
o

rt d
o

w
n

 o
n

 S
n

y
d

er's d
esk

. 
S

nyder could sec the tension in his 
pallid face: "H

e w
as w

ound up like 
six w

atch springs." 
O

sw
ald stated coldly, "I've com

e 
to give up m

y A
m

erican passport and 
renounce m

y citizenship." H
e then 

handed the veteran intelligence offi-
cer a signed but undated handw

rit-
ten note saying: 

I, L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald, do here- 
by request that m

y present citi-
zenship in the U

nited S
tates of 

A
m

erica be revoked. 
have entered the Soviet U

nion 
for the express purpose of apply-
ing for citizenship in the S

oviet 
U

nion, through the m
eans of nat-

uralization. M
y request for citi-

zenship is now
 pending 

before 
th

e S
u

p
rem

e S
o

v
iet o

f th
e 

U
S

.S
.R

. I take these steps for 
political reasons. M

y request for 
the revoking of m

y A
m

erican citi-
zenship is m

ade only after the 
longest and m

ost serious consider-
ation. I affirm

 that m
y allegience 

[sic] is to the U
nion of S

oviet 
Socialist R

epublics. 
S

n
y

d
er co

u
ld

 see th
at O

sw
ald

's 
d
efectio

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 carefu

lly
 p

re- 

pared. O
sw

ald's note show
ed a firm

 
understanding of the legal subtleties 
governing the revocation of citizen-
ship and, despite O

sw
ald's obvious 

ed
g

in
ess, S

n
y

d
er assessed

 h
im

 as 
"intelligent and quite articulate." 

S
nyder asked if he w

as prepared 
to

 serv
e th

e S
o
v
iet state. O

sw
ald

 
spontaneously answ

ered that he had 
been a radar operator in the M

arine 
C

orps and that he had already agreed 
to

 fu
rn

ish
 th

e S
o

v
iet U

n
io

n
 w

ith
 

such know
ledge as he had acquired 

w
hile in the M

arine C
orps concern-

ing his specialty." O
sw

ald strongly 
hinted that he knew

 som
ething that 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e o

f "sp
ecial in

terest" to
 

S
oviet intelligence. 

A
t the tim

e there w
as little S

nyder 
could do to deter O

sw
ald from

 his 
planned course. H

e thus asked him
 

to return the follow
ing M

onday on 
the pretext that the consulate could 
n
o
t p

ro
cess h

is ap
p
licatio

n
 o

n
 a 

S
aturday. 

O
n
 M

o
n
d
ay

, h
o
w

ev
er, O

sw
ald

 
did not return, and S

nyder drafted a 
telegram

 to the S
tate D

epartm
ent in 

W
ashington stating, "T

he em
bassy 

p
ro

p
o
ses to

 d
elay

 actio
n
 o

n
 O

s-
w

ald's request to execute an oath of 
renunciation to the extent dictated 
by developm

ents." T
he delay w

ent 
o

n
 fo

r m
o

re th
an

 th
ree w

eek
s. In

 
th

is p
erio

d
 O

sw
ald

 g
ran

ted
 tw

o
 

in
terv

iew
s to

 W
estern

 co
rresp

o
n

-
d

en
ts, th

e first to
 A

lin
e M

o
sb

y
 

o
f U

P
I. 

L
ike others at the consulate w

ho 
felt O

sw
ald

 m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 "tu

-
to

red
," M

o
sb

y
 n

o
ted

 th
at O

sw
ald

 
u

sed
 p

ro
p

ag
an

d
a p

h
rases, su

ch
 as 
255 
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FASr TOAPPLY 

D
o

u
b

le M
on

ey B
ack

 G
u

aran
tee 

If one application or C
ushion G

rip doesn't 
hold dentures securely up to 4 days—

return 
unused portion to P

lough, Inc., M
em

phis, 
T

n. 38151 and get double your m
oney bock. 

A
 q

u
a
il!),  p

ro
d

u
c
t o

f P
lo

u
g

h
, In

c
. 

1978 	
L

E
G

E
N

D
: T

H
E

 S
E

C
R

E
T

 W
O

R
L

D
 O

F
 L

E
E

 H
A

R
V

E
Y

 O
S

W
1
L

D
 

COFFEE, 
TEA 

=lim
n 

T
here are tim

es w
hen nothing 

b
eats sittin

g
 d

o
w

n
 an

d
 h

av
in

g
 

a cup of hot coffee or tea. 
P

articu
larly

 first th
in

g
 in

 th
e 

m
o
rn

in
g
. It tastes g

o
o
d
 an

d
 

gives you a lift. 
B

ut if, as the day w
ears on, 

you som
etim

es find yourself 
having a cup of coffee or tea 
just for the lift, you should 
know

 about V
ivarin. 

V
ivarin is a gentle pick-m

e-up. 
T

h
e activ

e in
g
red

ien
t th

at 
m

akes V
ivarin so effective is 

the caffeine of tw
o cups of 

coffee squeezed into one easy to 
take tablet. A

nd a V
ivarin tablet 

is m
ore econom

ical than tw
o 

cups of coffee, and requires no 
p

rep
aratio

n
. 

S
o w

hen you w
ant a lift, take 

V
ivarin. It's convenient, 

inexpensive, easy to take, and 
it really w

orks. 

R
end label ler directions,.. 

R
ig

h
t n

o
w

 th
e

re
's

 a
 Ire

° g
ift o

f 
h

a
n

d
y
 re

frig
e
ra

to
r m

a
g

n
e
ts

 in
 

s
p

e
c
ia

lly
 m

a
rk

e
d

 p
a
c
k
a
g

e
s
 o

f V
iv

a
rin

. 

M
arch

 

"cap
italist lack

ey
s" an

d
 "im

p
erialist 

ru
n
n
in

g
 d

o
g
s," w

ith
 w

h
ich

 h
e w

as 
tin

t en
tirely

 co
m

fo
rtab

le. "It so
u
n
d
-

e
d

 a
s if it w

e
re

 a
ll b

e
in

g
 g

iv
e
n

 
b
y
 ro

te
, a

s if h
e
 h

a
d
 m

e
m

o
riz

e
d
 

P
ravda."

 T
o
 th

e seco
n
d
 

rep
o
rter, 

P
risc

illa
 Jo

h
n
so

n
, o

f th
e
 N

o
rth

 
A

m
erican

 N
ew

sp
ap

er A
llian

ce, O
s-

w
ald

 m
ad

e a p
o
in

t o
f attrib

u
tin

g
 h

is 
d
ecisio

n
 to

 d
efect to

 h
is ex

p
erien

ces 
in A

sia w
ith the M

arine C
orps. "I am

 
n
o
t an

 id
ealist co

m
p
letely

," h
e to

ld
 

Jo
h
n
so

n
. "I h

av
e h

ad
 a ch

an
ce to

 
w

atch
 A

m
erican

 im
p
erialism

 in
 ac-

tio
n
 ... if you've ev

er seen
 th

e N
av

al 
b
ase at S

u
b
ic B

ay
 in

 th
e P

h
ilip

p
in

es 
y

o
u

'd
 k

n
o

w
 w

h
at I m

ean
. A

m
eri-

can
s lo

o
k

 u
p

o
n

 all fo
reig

n
 p

eo
p

les 
a
s so

m
e
th

in
g

 to
 b

e
 e

x
p

lo
ite

d
 fo

r 
p

ro
fit." 

M
ean

w
h

ile, b
ack

 in
 th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates, th

e sh
o

ck
 w

av
es fro

m
 O

s-
w

ald's defection and his offer to give 
classified

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 to

 th
e S

o
v

iets 
rev

erb
erated

 th
ro

u
g
h
 h

is fo
rm

er ra-
d
ar u

n
it in

 C
alifo

rn
ia. D

elg
ad

o
 v

iv
-

id
ly

 rem
em

b
ers a g

ro
u

p
 o

f civ
ilian

s 
in

 d
ark

 su
its arriv

in
g
 in

 N
o
v
em

b
er 

w
ith

 sten
o
g
rap

h
ers an

d
 literally

 tak
-

in
g
 o

v
er th

eir h
ead

q
u
arters co

m
p
an

y
 

to
 q

u
estio

n
 M

arin
es ab

o
u
t O

sw
ald

. 
W

h
e
n

 h
is tu

rn
 c

a
m

e
, D

e
lg

a
d

o
 

recalls, one of the civilians shot quick 
q
u
estio

n
s at h

im
 co

n
cern

in
g
 h

is jo
b
 

in
 th

e rad
ar b

u
b

b
le, h

is k
n

o
w

led
g

e 
of O

sw
ald's activities and his opinion 

of th
e so

rts o
f classified

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 

to
 w

h
ich

 O
sw

ald
 h

ad
 h

ad
 access. A

 
n
u
m

b
er o

f o
th

er M
arin

es in
 th

e u
n
it 

re
m

e
m

b
e
r b

e
in

g
 a

sk
e
d

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 

q
u

e
stio

n
s a

s a
 ste

n
o

g
ra

p
h

e
r to

o
k

 
d
o
w

n
 th

e an
sw

ers. N
o
n
e w

as to
ld

 
256 

w
h

o
 th

e in
v

estig
ato

rs w
ere, an

d
 th

e 
o
fficial reco

rd
 o

f th
e in

v
estig

atio
n
 

rem
ain

s m
issin

g
 o

r at least u
n

av
ail-

able. T
he F

B
I, the M

arine C
orps, the 

O
ffice of N

aval Intelligence, the N
a-

v
al In

v
estig

ativ
e S

erv
ices, th

e C
IA

 
an

d
 th

e A
ir F

o
rce O

ffice o
f S

p
ecial 

In
v
estig

atio
n
s (w

h
ich

 w
as resp

o
n
si-

ble for base security at A
tsugi) deny 

h
av

in
g
 it in

 th
eir files o

r p
articip

at-
in

g
 in

 an
y

 su
ch

 in
v

estig
atio

n
. 

T
h
ro

u
g
h
 h

is ex
p
erien

ces as a ra-
d

ar co
n

tro
ller in

 Jap
an

, T
aiw

an
, th

e 
P

h
ilip

p
in

es an
d
 C

alifo
rn

ia, O
sw

ald
 

co
u

ld
 h

av
e h

ad
 access to

 classified
 

in
fo

rm
atio

n
 p

ertain
in

g
 to

 alm
o
st all 

aspects of the A
ir D

efense Identifica-
tio

n
 7

,o
n
e in

 th
e P

acific, in
clu

d
in

g
 

k
n
o
w

led
g
e ab

o
u
t th

e h
eig

h
t lim

ita-
tio

n
s o

f A
m

erican
 rad

ar, th
e b

lin
d
 

sp
o
ts cau

sed
 b

y
 g

ro
u
n
d
 traffic o

r 

C
ushion G

rip D
enture A

dhesive, a pli-
ab

le th
erm

o-p
lastic d

isco
v
ery

, en
d
s th

e 
need to frequently apply pow

ders, pastes 
o
r cream

s. It q
u
ick

ly
 fo

rm
s a secu

re 
com

fort seal betw
een gum

s end dentures 
w

h
ich

 lasts u
p
 to

 4
 d

ay
s. 

C
ushion G

rip is not dissolved by hot or 
cold liquids. D

aily cleaning w
on't w

ash 
it o

ff—
w

o
n
't lo

o
sen

 it fro
m

 d
en

tu
res. 

E
very tim

e you re-insert your dentures, 
C

ushion G
rip recreates a secure com

fort 
seal fo

r n
ew

 co
m

fo
rt an

d
 secu

rity
. F

o
r 

d
en

tal h
ealth

 see y
o

u
r d

en
tist reg

u
larly

. 
C

hange to C
ushion G

rip today.  

atm
o

sp
h

eric d
istu

rb
an

ces in
 v

ario
u

s 
areas, secret rad

io
 freq

u
en

cies, call 
sig

n
s an

d
 au

th
en

ticatio
n
 co

d
es u

sed
 

fo
r id

en
tify

in
g

 in
co

m
in

g
 aircraft. 

H
e also

 co
u

ld
 h

av
e h

ad
 access to

 
all the security procedures for chang-
ing codes and frequencies, the m

odes 
an

d
 an

g
les fo

r in
tercep

tin
g

 en
em

y
 

aircraft (fro
m

 w
h

ich
 p

erfo
rm

an
ce 

d
ata ab

o
u
t d

ifferen
t air-to

-air m
is-

sile
s c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 d

e
d
u
c
e
d
), a

n
d
 th

e
 

lo
catio

n
 an

d
 effectiv

e ran
g
e o

f th
e 

A
m

erican
 an

d
 A

llied
 aircraft sta-

tio
n

ed
 in

 th
e P

acific. 
A

t A
tsugi3O

sw
ald also could have 

w
itn

essed
 rep

eated
 tak

eo
ffs o

f R
ace 

C
ar, th

e still-su
p
ersecret U

-2
, an

d
, 

from
 visual, radar and radio observa-

tio
n

, co
u

ld
 h

av
e estab

lish
ed

 its rate 
of clim

b, perform
ance characteristics 

an
d

 cru
isin

g
 altitu

d
e. W

ith
 th

e p
ro

p
- 

D
E

N
T

U
R

E
 W

E
A

R
E

R
S! 

O
n

ly  C
u

sh
io

n
 G

rip
 G

u
a
ra

n
tees O

n
e A

p
p
lica

tio
n

 
H

o
ld

s D
en

tu
res S

ecu
rely U

p
 T

o
 4

 D
a

ys O
r... 

D
O

U
B

L
E

 Y
O

U
R

 M
O

N
E

Y
 B

A
C

K
 



L
E

G
E

N
D

; T
H

E
 SE

C
R

E
T

 IY
O

R
L

D
 O

F
 L

E
E

 H
A

R
V

E
Y

 O
SW

-IL
D

 

er guidance, he m
ight have been able 

to
 d

ecip
h

er elem
en

ts o
f its rad

ar-
jam

m
ing equipm

ent. 
T

he frequencies, codes and other 
g
en

eral d
ata, n

o
w

 co
m

p
ro

m
ised

, 
could be changed. B

ut the inform
a-

tion O
sw

ald m
ight have am

assed on 
R

ace C
ar'presented a m

ore difficult 
problem

. 
F

rom
 M

oscow
, on N

ovem
ber 26, 

O
sw

ald sent his brother a long and 
p

articu
larly

 w
ell-w

ritten
 letter ex

-
p
lain

in
g
, "w

h
y
 I an

d
 m

y
 fello

w
 

w
orkers and com

m
unists w

ould like 
to see the capitalist governm

ent of 
the U

nited S
tates overthrow

n. 
". . . W

o
rk

ers m
u
st fo

rm
 u

n
io

n
s 

ag
ain

st th
eir em

p
lo

y
ers in

 th
e U

S
. 

because the governm
ent supports an 

econom
ic system

 w
hich exploits all 

th
e w

o
rk

ers, a sy
stem

 b
ased

 u
p

o
n

 
credit w

hich gives rise to the never-
ending cycle of depression, inflation, 
unlim

ited speculation and w
ar." 

H
e co

n
tin

u
ed

: "I w
an

t y
o
u
 to

 
understand w

hat I say now
, I do not 

say
 lig

h
tly

, o
r u

n
k
n
o
w

in
g
ly

, sin
ce 

I've been in the m
ifitaryas you know

, 
and I know

 w
hat w

ar is like. In the 
event of w

ar I w
ould kill any A

m
eri- 

can w
ho put a uniform

 on in defense 
of the A

m
erican G

overnm
ent—

any 
A

m
erican." 

T
his letter appeared in W

ashing-
to

n
, D

.C
., am

o
n

g
 th

e letters fro
m

 
M

oscow
 routinely turned over to a 

C
IA

 operations sector w
orking un-

der A
ngleton in counterintelligence. 

It w
as ev

id
en

t fro
m

 th
e letter th

at 
O

sw
ald had put him

self firm
ly un-

der the control of his hosts. H
e had 

defected, renounced his citizenship, 
com

prom
ised m

ilitary secrets, and 
denounced his country and fam

ily. 
H

is fate now
 rested entirely w

ith the 
S

oviets, on w
hom

 he w
as dependent 

for legal status, financial support and 
protection. H

e w
as, as Jam

es A
ngle-

ton later put it, "in the palm
 of their 

hand—
and they could squeeze at any 

tim
e." 

H
is b

ro
th

er receiv
ed

 o
n

e b
rief 

letter fro
m

 O
sw

ald
 a few

 w
eek

s 
later, statin

g
 th

at h
e w

as m
o
v
in

g
 

from
 the M

etropole H
otel. O

sw
ald 

also sent his m
other, M

arguerite, a 
brief note. 

H
e w

as not heard from
 again for 

m
ore than a year. 
(5

 be concluded neri m
ont4 

Tip-offs 
P

o
rn

 h
ail th

e first ro
b
in

 as a sig
n
 o

f sp
rin

g
. B

u
t h

o
u
sew

iv
es an

d
 

classified-ad takers know
 that a m

ore reliable Indicator is the notice w
hich 

reads: "G
arage Sale, Saturday, to-4." 	

—
M

sw
ion M

. M
arhhun In 14erfn

u
en

 

Y
ou'vF. r.F.A

N
N

F.o to live w
ith yourself w

hen you can drive around the 
block alone w

ithout turning your car radio on. 	
—

Slickkm
 U

iher in N
on&

 

A
 W

O
M

A
N

 says she thinks her daughter's m
arriage, about w

hich she's had 
som

e concern, is going to last; "T
hey've planted som

e asparagus." 
neat in A

inrrtheirw
r1 A

id
ircite 
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