ever was a tire ho would have permitted himself to be under "KGB control." I believe
this is a central faot in any analysis. Thrre was naver a time when Omwald was pro~
USSR, I belleve there never was a time he was not antd. Like in Liebeler's ras,blings
when daposing Dolgedo, quoted at langth in Ossald in Now Orlesns. T suggest that 4F you
intend tn carry this analysis forward you reread that chapter, with care and alert to
ellipais.
In this conizction, aside from the siddy Epstein conjecture I find no possibility

of either Lee or Marins baving any usefglness to the 63 ia the U3,

p.15, 285ff. The CIA menmo on Uswald might have some court uses. T is passege remind: me
of the assuzpiion there was no XGB debriefing of LIU. This -assumption is mede in U3
not USSR termse. 1'd be quite surprised if the KGB-did not get encugh, verhbelly, from
Intourist, which I would assume is keyed into the XGB with everyone.

The initial false assumptions about the U3SR's rocketry capebilities is that it
did not have a rociket thet could be fired as high as the U=2 with any accuracy.
I Bpee no reason to credit Epstein's assusptions thet they had no rodar saszsble of use
with the rockets they did have, SaMs., It was not long thereafter that these SiHs were
doing rather well in Cuba.

Translation Epeteinking(ingletonian) horseshit. And this soft stuff is his yery
foundstion.

Was Scott for real here? Did hs really belisve his question or was he putiting
BJE on to lead him into something?

322 I kmow of no basis for the allegation that LHO shot at Walker, The bullet was of
the wrong caliber, too, and the ucientific tests did not ohow any similarity. but wheo
do jou know mho began to shy away frow LHO then, as BJE eyes says? Only the invisibles.

42% Was LEOQ's memtion of his part in the Indoneaslan adventure in a latter to his brother
in the W€ records? The fsot was, bot the letter? Or wam 1% an intarcapt® If sc, wa
both hsve unmet FOISs on this, as does Hark A, Ditto on FOIA at 466.

ps 16, befors 070, incomplete ref to rClA. (Phis reminds we, 1'd like to hear the
entire tape and since it was aired to have it available for Jiz's use., “ame for any
other taps, ldke ¥illiams' ané Golz'.

097 is where EJE says "I wrote my book in '76," If so extracrdinary that 1% did nct come
out until 1978, did not meet the better October 1977 market - was not in fact out before
Oetober 1977, The normal hardback s;read 13 sbovt 3iz months. With a topical work this
is shortened. Something here, as suggested earlier., Can it include addressing it to
dafenss of tbe Naglatonien ruin of the CIA, which follows, and he says in time ceme
after he wrote his bock,

p. 18, end side 2, CIA shrink "HRobert *ayler” poseibls FULA sue as secret luaked to BJE,
OUr obtained under FOIA, which would also make it ussful $o JL.

08% appears to refer to ths record that says LHO was not CIA debriefed. Ap.reciate copy.
Can't gut to mine,

115 Anythicg on intercepted lettersnuseful in court.

207 HNaybe Franci “ary Pow:rs was "convinced" of an LHO role but he did not tell his
grost, Usntry, that because “mtry was quite uncertain when he phoned me about it. I
think Gentry used to to hyoe the book, not becanse it was real.

261 of intarsst to JL for 1n courd, the spoon-feeding of the Barron book, Throuchouts
Hofe esp. that ZJE says he could spend 6 months with the CI astaff,

368 the ref to "from the FOILA requests™ stops dead. Is there more on the tape?
P, 20, 400 Tnteresting if Angleton is response for the Semate Intelligence interest now.
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Dear Paul, you Epstein notes of 12/14/78, pp. 12~ 20 W 4/25/78

This will be hasty because a college class is coming soon, because L lost a day
from other work I want to ecatch up on and because I've caught the first cold in years
end do not feel good.

4s by now you know the Fost has a continuing intercst in the Wpstein-ingleton—

SIC matter. Jim sent you copies of the Lardner review and yesterday's Kaiser story
bocsuse that would save a day in reaching you. I spoke to “eorge and 1've already sent
him this set of your notes. Before I read them, in fact.

It would be helpful if we could have soue system for me to know if you send caples
to Hommrd, Yim and Lardner. Howard and Yim should have them, period. Lardner should as
long as the Fost has an interest, what ver that interest is or becomes und whether or
not it coincides with any of our interests.

I've becowe quite forgetful of the present widle retaining -harp recollections of
the fairly distant past. So I may not recall any,arrsngement we may make. Howsver,
because your notes are so good and because I can t take time for making them and because
of what + believe is involved in this affair I af anxious, on the one hand, for these
three to have copies but also anxious not to have to stay up too late or for 4l to
stay up too late to make unnecessary copdes. "

Kaybe I can remember that unless you indicate on the copy you send me that you have
sent coples to theso three 1'll assume you have aot. I think it would be eesy if you
could remember to add initial where you place mine, I presume for when you get to mailing.

A gsneral atatement of my present interests: while as of the past now limited by
my limitations and therefore focused on what we can use in court, in the coming proceeding
in the suit for the executive session transcripts. This inm, legslly, a rathe. unusual
sbtuation about which we cannot be certain of any interpretatién. I have therefore sug-
gested to “im that we assume the appeals court wants & thoroush and conplete record made
ond that we should undertaie that, regardless of the cost. It may mean I'll have to put
out what for me is large suns to taics depoeitions. (I, this comnectica Epstein's address

and phone may save Jim much time,)

For tie ault one of the more important asspects is what the CIA and FBI gave Epstein,
under and outaide of FOIA. Recall the second Briggax affidavit, which was sent you? I
thini there is no question but that he swore falsely, litile chanes it is not, regardless
of how any judge may rule, actual perjury. It is the most material factor in the case
nov, underscored, I believe, by what the appeala court has done.

While there is more I would like to do and while I retain an interest for when I
can returm to writing on 40, for the moment ccnceatration on the litigation. I suggest
you not underestimate what the potentizl can be.

Sources, your 34, WSJ review-may 1 please have?

35, on the leaking snd not ingloton dodng it: Maybe but I have resson to believe
otherwise. There was a defector who used the name "Mr. Yartin" wgo took the initiative
in getting in touch with me and on Noseakc caly. Very anti - perancidaliy, irrationally.

olitically this guy is an Angleton. I wonder if "Mr. “artin" comes from "Stone's" middle
initiel, K. Tou might want %o revisw in your own mind what the politizal situation:
with respect to political assassinations was at the time of the first leaks. I think
it is an important consideration in any analysie. and if you made any notes on what
Schorr said about ingleton that you found interesting 1'd apyreciate the references
for when the book is remsindered er in paperback. Ismptaffordtobwitm-nddo
not have time to read it now, Ditto for when you see 3, the coming Dulles book. Alse
Colby's, 37. (I found Lerdner's quote exceilent journalistic judgement and inporta nt
in an otherwise excellent and perceptive and belanced review.)

J8.Hugh leDonald will be a continuing interest. If you can find snother copy of
this trashy nowvel 1'd 1like to have it as a means of continuing the rather lerge job I've
done on him (ineluding pre-pub and for two prospective publishers) and his disinformation.
When I met him he was offering an sdded package of three novels, in addition to Appoiniment.

15 is the Psychology Today pl:ce. lou might want to add to those Justified



oriticisme that for every intorpretation Epataia attributes to Lawinson there is at
least another at least as apparent and in most instances more reasonabla. Thus the
rewriting of his notes when LHO was returning is consistent with ay 1965 writing,
sugmesting it was to be an intelligence report. (“eminds me, on Jaggers-Chiles-Stowall,
if your notes go to uon-ahbjech eiperts 1ike lardner it wnuld bs gnod ao* to abireviate
into JCS, Which could also be takes for Joint Chiefs of Staff and other orgs. ind if
LW was in eny intelligence role at JCS for the ¥6B, which 1o close t¢ impossible,
Epstsin complicates it too much with his conjectures. This also places Oswald in a role
g other than he hal a JCS, The simplest thing ie that as & trainee ia the offaet photog.
% part he could have placed defrctive film inside his shirt. Of it he ppinted, made a
second print. The central point Epstsin mlisses ic how a man with Oswald's past got a
job doing classified work at all.

I spatted the ssme contradiciion in beginaing datez for the Epstein-RD project and
decided to take the ™ln 1976" as a starting point to see how that works out with his
having had acress to Nosenke in 3/76. October is mors llikely in some ways. For examply,
the original planned pub date was Uctober 1977, or two yvears ahead, reasonable. You
might want to consider uly the Book was dalayed, missing the ijuportant Zmas irade, and
was made smaller, witness ths lower than advertised price. I think it means the book was
more than cut, asy havs besa deno over. Hore rote whnt Spstein says about when he
conpleted it in the KSAN show.

From my point of ylew you are right in noting the luportance of the fact that the
CIA got him into the graphology nonmense, with a (X4 verson as graphologist. I think this
can ve of valus to Yim in the suit and depositions.

Your wonders at the top of page 135 about what Epatain left out and his comcera for
his reputation may be explained by what was taken out of the book or by other thinss,
not the lsast that he is a blabbermouth who aslnso blabs s way into non-responsss, BUR
I disgaree on his having made any efiort to distsnce himself from James the Jesus, I
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&\1 tg:\.nk the opoositel that Epatein is openly nligned with the A and his feetion of wreckers.
d gﬁ.;e%"t%‘ 43849k wrecked, is alive and healthier, and that only the A~types

SEE

At the bottom of this page you refer to CIA 376-154, Temporarily I huve scads of
cartons in front of that £1le in the bazement. Could you please s:nd me a copy? If I
think 4% may interest “ardner or Reiger I'1l send a copy to ome of them. and in this
connection, as I think I mey bave asked you, cen you lot me have what L could not £ind a
little while ago, that dolector's "report” early after the JFK agssassination, what was
in the mscords the CIL geve ihe Rock., Comrdssion? That exactly coinoides with the kind
of "thinking® I'd expact from my "Mr. Martin." If this hunch pans out it would be good
to have sore available info sbout the "Htone."™ But in any event, 1t was sick stuff.

Your KSAN notes® I take it the numbe-m ars from a comnter with C60 casseties,
this beginning with 1 three times.

As you note later at 14,098, Epstein is a rather large liar about keeping R ousf
S0 why would he lie so blatantly?

I have a hunch that the arrangements for the book shifted after the project began.
Early on I heard that arrom was project director. This may hive been bad information
but suppose it was not? Consider this in with the suggestioms of major changes in the
book? Consider that in connection with Epstein's obvious shift of alliance from the
CIA (4.e., new §IA) to ingleton.

It is exceptional that with all his ins “arron was out on the final book. I do
not doubt that he had some earlier connsotions with it.

At 195 you, cosuent "Iypical Epstein - start with ASBiiptions.” Subjeot to the frailties
ofmryimtthinkofnnymofthomltpshinmmp‘iminmoflﬂ.suvj.ting
that was not a wrong assumption. Lils the second sutopsy jeb in Inquest. Thare is not
one in Legend that is not less roaconable than others that are appareat. dmendment:
Typicel Epstedn: Start with wrong assumptions.(This in case you were not jesting.)

2361 It is pot possible te make the study of Osvald that i have made and believe there
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[Sources, continued: ]

(33) There is a favorable review bv Joln Barkham (of Saturday Review?),
printed in the 5.F. Examiner-Chronicle, April 9. Epstein is called an "acute
researcher' whose documentation is'impressive."

lucidentally, the same page contains Barkham's review of the Weinstein book
on Hiss, also positive. Victor Navasky's persuasive esposé of Weinstein (Nation,
4/8) makes his scholarship look as bad as Epstein's; in both cases the press
reaction has been generally positive.

(34) Wall Street Journal, 4/7, p. 14; review by Michael Ledeen, editor of
the Washington Review of Strategic and International Studies - i.e., he sounds
like a rather big wheel. Ledeen understands the significance of the "mole" story,
and specifically predicts that "Legend" will enter into "the general debate" on
the CIA which is about to begin, as legislative guidelines are being considered.

[(17) A P.S. on the Newsweek review - the reviewer is the managing editor!

I don't know 1if he often reviews books, but it seems that if they wanted to have
someone special do the review, they could have found someone who knows more of
the facts of the case.]

(35) Schorr's book has some interesting material on Angleton. My knowledge
of the circumstances of Schorr's initial interest in Nosenko does not lend any
support to the speculation that Angleton's side was leaking an anti-Nosenko "KGB
did it" scenario back then, before Epstein got it.

(36) I am told the the new book on the Dulles family has quite a bit on
Angleton. Recall chat Angleton is one of the people with control over Dulles'
papers at Princeton, presumably including his WC files.

(37) I am also told that Colby's forthcoming book will have a lot to say
about Angleton. Supposedly Angleton is one of the few villains in the book, which
complains about excessive zeal in counterintelligence. It may be that the Epstein

book represented Angleton's attempt to get his side of the "war of the moles" out
before Colby got the other side out.

(38) Russ Stetler got me interested in "Five Signs from Ruby," a trashy 1976
novel by Hugh C. McDonald - the same McDonald who gave us "Saul" and solved the
JFK case. In the novel, the high-level penetration of the CIA is pro-PLO. As
noted in Schorr's book, and elsewhere, Angleton was In charge of the Middle East
account until Colby took it away, and since he's convinced that the PLO is a KGB
front, pro-Arab Sympathies are looked upon skeptically (to put it mildly). [As s
noted below, I think it is no accident (as the Russians used to say) that the

alleged PLO—Weatherman link has come to the surface in the LaPrada—Gray-Felt-Miller
case, |

Epstein's "Psychology Today" article [(#19) supra; April 1978, p. 97] is
"as bad as I expected. It deals primarily with the handwriting analysis, but
Epstein has slipped in a couple of tidbits on related matters. For example, he
repeats the devious analysis of the "anachronism" in Oswald's diary entry re
McVickar, but this time credits the discovery to "one of my research assistants."
Epstein may not yet have read the text of the entry himself!

Also, Epstein gives what I think is a new version of the Reader's Digest
connection - he says that "In 1976, the Reader's Digest came to me with an offer
to supply almost unlimited financing for a new investigation into the Kennedy
assassination." The Digest says that Epstein agreed to their proposal in October

. 1975. Epstein continued: "At this late stage, however, the only question that
seemed [to whom??] worth exploring" was Oswald's motive in defecting and staying
in Russia. The Digest said that "the probe would focus on Oswald's associations
with intelligence agencies, his access to U.S. military and rcconnaisance secrets,"
etc, In New York, Epstein also focused on his interest in the defection, but

the apparent conflict between his interests and the Digest's 1s not so obvious.

The most interesting thing in the Psychology Today piece is Epstein's confirm-
ation of my hunch that the CIA got him into the graphology question. (See my
question #14 for Epstein.) Specifically, an unnamed "former CIA research director"
mentioned that the CIA had used Dr. Lewinson's work, with some success; Epstein

called Lewinson the next day. In typically ambiguous language, Epstein reports

e e e S Y v
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that Lewinson explained that "she had becn an occasional consultant to the CIA

but is now in private practice." Since she quite possibly was also in private
practice when she was a CIA consultant, I would not conclude that she is no longer
a CIA consultant. )

I find it interesting that Epstein would go into Lewinson's CIA connection
in such detail here, since (as far as I recall) there is nothing in the book to
indicate how Epstein learned of her work, or why he had reason to believe that
it should be taken seriously. Presumably Epstein realized that he could be
criticized for leaving the CIA link out of the book. One possible explanation is
that, by being somewhat more candid in his articles and interviews, he wants to
give the impression that background information which would detract from the
Angleton hypothesis had to be left out of the book - e.g., at Reader's Digest
insistence. That is, Epstein may want to put some distance between himself and
his function as a simple vehicle for Angleton. At least, I suspect he has some
doubts about his role - but not enough to overcome the lure of all that money -
and it might be productive to inquire about this if anyone gets to talk with him
informally. .

I certainly don't get the impression that Epstein understands Lewinson's
analysis. Certainly the discussion in this article is singularly unhelpful.

I gather that the vértical axis in each of the graphs on page 98 represents a
percentage; i.e., the percent of the measurements of (e.g.) depth which are
‘rated +3, +2, respectively - whatever those numbers mean! (The numbers in each
graph do seem to add to 100%.)

I'm willing to believe that quite a bit of information can be obtained from
analysis of handwriting, but the alleged underlying theory - "contracting and
releasing tendencies" sounds questionable to me. If you can detect stress, haste,
ete., this analysis can be a useful tool, although I don't get the impression that
Lewinson has used it with the same critical judgment and sophistication that
0'Toole applied to his PSE work on Oswald. And I would be very surprised if
Lewinson can substantiate her claim that Oswald's handwriting shows that he "was
an easy target for manipulation and control by others. His loyalty could switch,
depending on [from] whom or where he could find support."”

“The superficial similarity between Lewinson's conclusions and parlor
fortune telling makes me wonder how many of her conclusions are derived from clues
other than Oswald's handwriting. It may not be fair to her to rely on what Epstein .
says, but he claims that "she determined that Oswald was traveling on a large ship
[not a small ship? or an airplane?] when he wrote both these documents" [i.e., his
political notes, CE 25 (presumably), and a self-questionnaire, CE 100]. [From p.
152 of the book, it is almost certain that Epstein is referring to CE 25, rather
than to (say) CE 97-98.] Anyhow, one has to wonder if Lewinson's brilliant
deduction was influenced by the fact that each page of CE 25 includes a picture of
a largpe ship, identified as the logo of the Holland-America line.

Epstein is quite unfair in claiming that the Warren Commission "had accepted
uncritically" the dairy, "as their basis for charting Oswald's activities in the
Soviet Union." In the same paragraph in which it noted that the diary was not'
contemporaneous, the Warren Report said that "The Commission has used the diary,
which Oswald may have written with future readers in mind, only as Oswald's record
of his private lifec and personal impressions as he sought to present them..." [WR 691]

Finally, it seems odd that the illustration in this article is a photo of
Oswald superimposed on the famous letter to '"Mr. Hunt," which is not mentioned in
the text.. Did Epstein have this letter analyzed, by any chance?

Jerry Policoff has reminded me of CIA document #376-154, dated 1l December 1963,
The unnamed CIA author gives several arguments against the idea that the KGB did it.
Referring to press reports about the FBI's summary report (indicating that Oswald
acted alone), the author notes that "These disclosures presumably eliminate the
possibility of further confrontations with Mr. Robert Slusser. In the event that
Mr. Slusser continues to insist that the President was murdered by the Soviet secret
police, the following additional negative indications and observations may be of

some value." Can anyone out there tell me who Slusser is? Maybe a Congressional
staff person?
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Highlights of an interview of Epstein by Peter Dale Scott and Larry Lee (KSAN),
taped 4/5/78, broadcast 4/16. Total tape is about 11/2 hours. [Bracketed material
is paraphrase; comments in double parentheses are by PLH. ]

EJE: [I was interested in how organizations work.] And when I was asked to do
a book about Lee Harvey Oswald, and the — Reader's Digest magazine came to me and
said they would finance a study without any strings attached - and offered me
unlimited resources and as much money as I needed to find as many witnesses as
I could, T of course pot into the idea that perhaps the Warren Commission had
missed some very important witnesses who could comment on Oswald's 1ife. And as
I began the book I began to find various evidence that the intelligence services
of the United States, and of Russia, and of Cuba all had something to hide - not
necessarily about the assassination of President Kennedy, but about something
that I didn't even know about, and that was an open espionage case that was going
against Oswald. At the time I wrote "Inquest," - the FBI, by transfering a number
of agents, by destroying a number of files ((!!)), had completely hid its
involvement in this espionage case; in fact, it didn't even tell President Johnson
about it. And so I began to get more interested in the espionage case....

((It's amazing how EJE can use his own ignorance of the Warren Report to
bolster his 'discovery' of the FBI's interest in Oswald.))

LL: [It's a brief book, less than 300 pp.; supported by full footnoting; you
remind me a little of Izzy Stone...; you had so much money from RD, and a staff;]
Did you ever worry that you were going to become the sort of organization that
you had written [about] before...?

EJE: Well, I worried all about the time - all about the Reader's Digest getting
involved in [the] research, and I kept them out completely; and, in a sense they
only entered it in the public relations phase, after the book was written; they
told Time magazine, or somehow they led Time magazine to believe that it was some
sort of task force, but the fact is that I simply used-two previous researchers
who had worked fof'&id the brunt of the work, and then when I had special jobs,
like finding the Marines that Oswald had served with, or finding his fellow
employees at Jaggar-Chiles-Stovall, and I had a questionnaire that could be
asked of these people, the Reader's Digest very kindly lent me editors, who went
around the country and filled out these questionnaires.

((Cf. Legend, p. xvi: Oursler (of the Digest) "has contributed to almpst every
phase of the project, including research, interviewing, and organization of the
book. By far, however, I am most indebted to him for his deeply perceptive
editing of the manuscript." In this interview, EJE confirmed my hunch that he had
thought about the complications of his hypothesis more than the book indicates;
however, these comments argue against my suggestion that he has been trying (e.g.,
in the Psychology Today article) to make it obvious that things were left out of
the book, presumably at the Digest's suggestion or insistence. -PLH))

EJE: This is the hypothesis I worked on: 1f the CIA was going to send anyone to
Russia as a false defector - which is a possibility - it was a very delicate and
sensitive mission, and something that required training; it wasn't something where
you could meet someone in a bar and say, 'Now listen, you defect to Russiay and
just remember everything you see.' He had to be trained. This is the - I might
be wrong, but that's the hypothesis I worked on. If that was the case, there had
to be - I assumed at least six months detached from his Marine career. I couldn't
find six days detached from the career....

((Typical Epstein - start with the right assumptions,...))

PDS: How far do you see this KGB control of Oswald lasting, over him? Does it
govern his behaviour when he comes back to this country?

EJE: Well, my view - again, and this is very speculative - is that the Soviets
soon found they had no use for Oswald, [and sent him back; at worst, he'll be
arrested, which will have propaganda value; more likely, the FBI will pursue him,
and they'll be confused and confounded for years; at best, he'll be some sort of
sleeper agent.] '
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[LL: The FBI followed him ineptly, which embarrased Hoover.]

EJE: That's true, and I think the FBI involvement goes even deeper than -
than we can ascertain at this point ...[whatever the KGB involvement was, it
was very low level; he was just a plece of garbage to them.]

[PDS: What about Marina? A piece of garbage, or of more interest to the KGB?]

[EJE: The Minkenbaum case fascinated me; went to USSR at same time as LHO;
trained by high KGB people; his entire mission - open antique store in D.C. and

bring back a Soviet wife,

to be a radio operator. There's a CIA memo indicating

that they should be interested in LHO because of this pattern of the Russians

getting a spouse in that way.] And so I would think that Marina, before she was
allowed to return to the United States, was told that some day someone might approach
you; 1f he does, you still have family here, do what he says. I mean, that's all
that had to be her mission, or even Oswald's mission. ((!)) Y'know, I'm talking -
just to really get to the point that you were making before, it's inconceivable

to me that the Soviets had

anything to do with the assassination of Kennedy, or that

Oswald was under Soviet control at that point. So whatever influence they exerted

on him was very low level,

and then he separated from them, er -

PDS: [Can you date the separation? The moment of his return, or when he went

to New Orleans?]

EJE: Well, I would say that the point - yes, I think we - I can't date when
the Soviets - they might never have actually contacted him after he returned to

America, which might have

added to his frustration and caused all those letters that

he wrote to the Soviet consulate, and other activities on his part, but I would
say that the shooting at Walker in April of 1963 definitely was a watershed. Not
only the Soviets but I think a lot of other people started to shy away from Oswald

at that point, whether he

did the shooting or not is another question.

PDS: [Up to then, is it possible he was under someone's control?]
EJE: [Up to that point, he might have been listed as an asset — a notational
agent, as in Greene's novel - i.e. a dubious asset.]

EJE: [On Marina: lied about ‘her own name, etc.]
PDS: [Which made her very vulnerable for deportation; there were suggestions
she felt she was being pressured by her interviewers after the assassination.] Does

that seem credible to you?

EJE: Yes, and I would even go further and say that before the assassination
the degree of pressures put on Marina might explain Oswald's more bizarre behavior.

LL: [Marind's story

to INS reeks ofibeing an intelligence legend.]

EJE: Yes; I would think that conceivably the name Prusakova was given to her

because someone might have

seen her living at the home of Colonel Prusakova [sic],

and that that would explain why she was there, or maybe even Oswald didn't know

her true identity.

PDS: (During discussion of Voloshin in California) Was it the Bolshoi ballet?

EJE: I think - the name was not the Bolshoi, but it was something like that.
[Voloshin was in Santa Ana the day LHO applied for a passport; was in charge of
Indonesian affairs for the KGB for a while; Oswald mentioned an Indonesia operation
he was in, in a letter to his brother; then it wasn't publicly known.]

PDS: [The KGB was making a big propaganda issue of it at the time; the CIA
was still denying involvement; I wonder why the Russians didn't use LHO as part
of the propaganda operation?]

EJE:- [I was very interested in that; I looked at the other defectors; LHO
was one of a series of 8 or 9; from his letters to his brother, it looked like he

was going to start off as

a propaganda asset, he was never so used.]

PDS: [Was Webster so used?]

EJE: [No; there's a

similarity - if they intended to use someone for intell-

igence,"the assumption might be," ((whose?)) they wouldn't use him for propaganda.
I think Webster offered info on plasties; I think both cases were considered
intelligence, not propaganda. ]

EJE: [The day LHO passed through Amsterdam, Voloshin was a consul- there,

according to CIA traces.

After reading Priscilla's book, about Marina mentioning

e
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a Russian-speaking waiter named Didenko, which is her father's name, and we
couldn't find a record of him,] I always wondered if there might not have been
gsome final briefing on the ship.

PDS: [Angleton was concerned about Voloshin, wasn't he?]

EJE: Yes; I mean, he's a man who goes by supposition, and he thinks that
when you find 3 or 4 lines intersecting, LL: That's triangulation. EJE: That's rtight;
and - I don't know if he would assume (7) this, but he would assume that, y'know,
here you have the probable recruiter, the man who handled him in Russia, and the
person who gave him his briefing. ((Would assume, or does assume? -PLH))

PDS: I was just wondering whether he brought this case to your attention,
or whether you brought it to his attention?

EJE: No; No; Through Freedom of Information - I brought it to his atttention;
I mean, I mentioned it to him; that's ... (inaudible) a good point. (?-unclear)

EJE: [JJA tried to ferret out KGB penetrations, and did much more; RAND
estimated that with the best quality control you would still have 1 in 10,000,
but] Angleton never found - he thought he found one, two, oOr three; that was part
of the job - his real job was to stop the KGB [which he saw as the only enemy;
he didn't care about the minor countries - from manipulating the CIA via disinfor-
mation...].

EJE: He studied - tried to create a continuity of Soviet intelligence goals
[and m.o.'s, from the Trust operations of the '20 thru WWI and up to today.]

EJE: ((After discussion how the term "mole" came from fiction, and was then
accepted:)) And by the time I wrote my book in '76, they ((no obvious antecedent))
were talking about how Angleton practically destroyed the CIA by positing that two
moles existed, and then searching for them.

PDS: [How did Angleton get fired?]

EJE: [Let me tell you how the CIA operates; really aimed against the USSR}
everything it does elsewhere is looked at as peripheral; politicians use the CIA
for many things, like Nixon in Chile; but in the CIA what fascinates them is the
chess game against the USSR; the CIA's whole job is to warn us against a Soviet
advance in technology, etc.; at the bottom of this whole operation is 1, 2, or 3
agents in the USSR, all KGB people, you can't parachute Americans in and get access;
Angleton suspected these people, since he knew the Russians knew we were dependent
on those channels; like a magazine, the CIA needs stories every day; under Colby,
there actually was a daily (inside) paper; so] there was an organizational reason
not to like Angleton throughout the CIA.... [Golitsin story....! Angleton's search
for the moles was disruptive.] !

[LL brings up Colby, and Angleton's apparent suspicion of him; LL thinks that
high-leve people naturally do meet each other.]

(EJE agrees.] I don't suspect Colby for one reason - his career wasn't based
on a set of brilliant spies that he ran; if it was, then he could be suspected,
because [you promote a mole by giving him good stuff. Colby's career was] a set
of dismal failures in covert action [such as Phoenix.]

[LL: I'm not saying that Colby was a mole, just that JJA thought so - wrong?]

EJE: Angleton's staff suggested that he was a suspect, and at one point
Angleton confronted Colby with questions about these contacts. What Angleton
believes, I have never been able to fathom. But, now - y'know, it is a theory that
goes around Washington, and at [a] very high level, because of things Colby did
later on, but I think, y'know, one - it's not important at this point to try and
find ‘the mole, because I can't be of any help. [The fact that JJA was confronting
people made him even more unpopular. When Colby got back from Vietnam and became
executive director,] it became practically an obsession with him, and you can see
{t from his own book that he's just writtem, to fire Angleton. [Finally he called
Hersh in, pointed to the mail cover operation;] that led to so-called "family
jewels" disclosures, and practically wrecked the CIA. [When JJA was fired, all
the top CI people left;] then files disappeared, then finally [according to Senate
Intelligence Committee sources] the institutional memory of the CIA was totally
destroyed [because other parts were running operations without knowing how they
fit together; it was CI who kept the continuity (e.g. when they recruited someone...)]
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[LL agrees. EJE: Using the human analogy, I think when you kill the memory,
you kill the individual or the organization]; that the CIA is dead without a
memory of the past.

[PDS: Your book says the CIA is inside out; linked to the Nosenko case.

You are suggesting, more or less, are you not, that] the good guys were pushed
out and that the people who had something to hide are now-'took over the agency
at that point?

EJE: That's right; the people who protected the secrets of the CIA and the
FBI came to power, no matter how dirty their secrets were, and no matter what
skeletons were involved, and the people who had thought the worst possibilities,
that the CIA had been penetrated ... were pushed out. Yes, I think that's what
did happen.

[PDS: That's more important than the background of Oswald....]

[EJE: Hacker's review suggested, aptly but critically, that my book is a
jigsaw. puzzle, with some pieces missing and some pleces from another puzzle mixed
in. Could be; at certain points in the book I became more Interested in the
shenanigans in the intelligence game than in Oswald. But it all criss-crosses
as follows: back in 1963, the FBI was considered omniscient,...]

[EJE: The FBI, and Hoover, kriew of Oswald's note, saying he would blow
up the FBI building in Dallas. I can't believe, nor can any other serious student
of the FBI, that that was done except on Hoover's orders. If they would destroy
that, it would seem that they would have destroyed] any other evidence, more
important, Je.g., that they had tried to double Oswald, or blackmail him or Marina,
all of which is standard operations. My thesis is that he was perceived as being
a Soviet intelligence agent. So, you try and provoke him - e.g. by giving him
access to classified information.]

[PDS: E.g., at J-C-S] [EJE: Absolutely; also at Michael Paine's house. ]
It seems to me that what was happening against Oswald is that he was being put
in positions where he should have gotten into contact with - if he had contacts -
with contacts in other intelligence services. And that, whatever the FBI did -
and I think that at the end they tried to blackmail him -~ although I think his
wife was then blackmailed into not saying what happened - [I think they just
threatened to deport Marina, which got him very angry; they couldn't let that come
out, so they erased part of the case, which is why my book is indeed so...(cut off)]

[PDS: Can't you read LHO's note as part of a conspiracy, blackmailing the FBI
into responding, predictably, as it did?].

[EJE: That destruction was of the single most important piece of evidence.]
What you suggest is possible. [It might turn out the note wasn't written by LHO.
Just think of the situation if the Russians, or even the CIA, learned that Oswald
was planning on shooting JFK, and they decided they didn't want to be involved,
so they tipped off the FBI, assuming the FBI would immediately arrest someone, as

they would in Russia, who threatened to blow up their headquarters.] That possibility

struck me, that it wasn't Oswald who wrote the note, but someone who had become
privy to the plan, and who wanted to destroy the plan...[It could also have said
something different; we're relying on secretaries' memories; it could have been a
diversion, saying, I'm going to Florida to blow up an FBI building, etc. If they
note was authentic, it argues against a high-level conspiracy, which wouldn't tip
off the FBI in advance. Destroying such evidence raises the possibility that they
would destroy other evidence, which 1s why Legend can be described as a jigsaw
puzzle with pieces missing.] I've been critiozed for not drawing conclusions, but
it's impossible, because we don't have some of ‘the basic pieces.

[PDS: Can we conclude that the FBI and CIA had a lot to hide?]

[EJE: CIA also hiding the 'mole' case, which they considered more important....

Inconceivable that they wouldn't be interested in debriefing him....]

[PDS: The WC didn't believe that the KGB didn't debrief him.]

EJE: When I mentioned to Richard Helms that the KGB hadn't debriefed Oswald,
because they - because Nosenko said they were short of manpower, which is what he
told me in (the) interview, Helms laughed and said, that's crazy, if that ever
happened here, we would of course, y'know, always find the people, and then I said,
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but, y'know, did you debrief him, and he said, Oh my God, he started to think
that of course they claimed they hadn't debriefed him. [Also, Fox of DIA said
every intelligence service in the world would want to debrief Oswald. PDS: Including
his own? EJE: Yes: let me give the reasons: at one point Oswald claimed to
know the apartment layout of Kyril Mazarov (phonetic), who is a possible successor
of Brezhnev. Also, the CIA was running a markings program on Soviet machine tools,
trying to see when they changed — important re missile technology. Also, how the
Russians handled defectors. Were they given drugs, igolated, etc? In case anyone
wanted to send a fuke defector. PDS: What about ONI? EJE ((seeming a bit eviasive)):
Webster case discussed. CIA psychiatrist - code name Robert Taylor ((not clear
if this is Webster's or the shrink's))... So, maybe if they thought LHO was very
hostile, which 1is the only explanation EJE could get, they would use an unwitting
debriefing. PDS: Are you suggesting DeM? EJE: That's what he told me,] in the
last interview he had with me. [PDS: With anybody.] ((EJE sounds a bit sensitive
here.)) [EJE: He had worked for everyone. He admitted that the Russians had
approached him. He's charming, very professional, not a fool during the interview.

[PDS: Reports that he was not all sane?]

[EJE: He listened to my questions, etc. Finally admitted that Moore asked
him to see Oswald. DeM knew who I was, may have been trying to confuse me by
blaming the CIA.]

[LL: Did he strike you as on the brink of suicide? Had you gotten into an
uncomfortable area? Have you ruled out murder?]

[EJE: It was a very disturbing think; if you asked 100 people about a suicide's
behavior just before, they would say they saw nothing odd, because you don't want
to admit you did; I saw nothing odd.... I was suspicious. PDS: When was the
admission about Moore? EJE: An hour or two before; just before, he was claiming

he was being blackmailed; talked about the inscribed photo. PDS: Did you see

that photo? EJE: Yes. The picture seemed to implicate DeM and Marina in prior
knowledge of the Walker shooting; maybe someone was blackmailing him....]

[EJE: CIA was doing expedite check. CIA told him that a security check on
a U.S. citizen is almost unheard of; done on an employee or applicant, or a possible
penetrator. CIA wouldn't tell him why it was requested on. DeM. When the Senate
Committee (sic) gets the answer, we'll know if he's CIA.]

[PDS: Suppose the CIA did debrief Oswald; didn't Helms lie at least about
the contemplating of that? Any reason to believe Helms?]

(EJE: The CIA officer said nothing was ever dome; it seems LO be a techni-
cality whether it was contemplated or not,] but) the possibility that the CIA lied
geems very live to me; [I asked people in other intelligence agencies if they
thought that was possible, and they said,] yes, because once the CIA admitted a
contact with Oswald, it could never prove that it broke the contact.... I'm
convinced that they debriefed him, and that this paper he wrote,"The Collective"
was written at the behest of George DeM [which is why his family are the only
people to have seen it. The gquestion is whether they did a witting or unwitting
debriefing. He has asked the CIA if the IG checked the Dallas office.]

[PDS: Did you ask Fox if DIA debriefed Oswald?]

[EJE: I'm not sure DIA existed then; Fox sald he didn't know of any such
debriefing, but he would assume that it was done for them by ONI, FBI, or CIA,
and] that he assumed it had to be done at some level. [I'm talking about what
he assumed, not what he knew. The more interesting ((who says??)) thing I discussed
with Fox was the damage assessment when he defected....] ((EJE sounds evasive to me.))
(EJE commented skeptically on the alleged nonexistence of ONI records.)

[PDS: What about Angleton's pre-assassination interception of the letters;
you say Angleton was aware of that correspondence, right?]

EJE: Yes, and let me just mention one other thing in support of what you're
saying. [Nosenko gave CIA very important information in 1962 re the mole -
defectors could confirm if Nosenko was in the tourist department in 1959 - a reason
for the CIA to get info from Oswald. Thirdly, Oswald was contacting Kostikov and
Gerasimov...] ((Definitely sounds like Epstein evaded this question - or, at least,
he didn't get the point.))
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[EJE: Kostikov was under intense surveillance; was associated with oil
plpeline sabotage; CIA told FBI pre-11/22 that Oswald had met Kostikov.] The
FBI probably knew anyhow; they probably traced Oswald to some little restaurant
in Mexico City...]

[PDS brings up Cubela, Cuba]

[EJE: all these things would have brought Oswald to the attention of - in
fact, the CIA asked for a list of FPCC organizers. I'm not disagreeing with your
contention that the CIA and FBI had an interest in Oswald.] .

[PDS: You said the CIA intercepted Oswald's Powers letter. Wouldn't that
have made him high-priority interest?]

[EJE: Not conceivable to me that it's other than as you say, but when you
talk to CIA people, they say, we had so many people to debrief... Powers was so
convinced that Oswald had given the Soviets information, and I couldn't see why
he was so sure, just from deductive evidence; I thought he was a pretty honest guy;]
I thought in the 3 or 6 months that the CIA debriefed him, they asked him questions
about Oswald that triggered his mind, and [[I thought that]] he couldn't say that,
because he was probably - he was still getting paid by the CIA.

[LL talks about collection bias, the Reader's Digest connection problem, etc.;
supposed LHO was an out-of-control CIA agent; was EJE's objectivity damaged;
isn't Angleton the perfect person to float another legend, that the CIA was just
inept? Maybe the CIA was preparing to send him to Mexico, for example?]

[EJE: There are 2 parts to that. First, was he recruited by the CIA pre-
defection?] I started with that hypothesis, [and found that he was an unlikely
candidate, and there was no time. Second possibilty: that he was recuited upon
his return. That's much likelier, because they would have had a reason. If you
want to go to the idea that he was an FBI or CIA agent, you look there, not at
the pre-defection stage. About the objectivity: the stuff in the RD is not exactly
pro-FBI...]

[PDS: Angleton and Sullivan were both forced out; not just personal grudges,
but very committed to greater vigilance.]

[EJE: I'll get to that, but I don't think that the RD link-] They really
didn't have anything to do with the research; an outline was never submitted to them;
they didn't know what the book was about until they received it. And I'm sure that
the Washington office of the Reader's Digest - [interrupted - LL suggested that .
they could just give Angleton to Epstein late in the project, and expect him to
run with 1it.]

[EJE: The RD's interest was that the book on the KGB was] heavily spoon-fed
to them by Nosenko, and it has a completely different tack-

PDS: But let's face it, by the CIA? EJE: By the CIA, absolutely, absolutely.
I shouldn't say absolutely! (All laugh) Certainly the CIA gave them a lot of
information for the KGB book. PDS: Would that have been Angleton specifically?
EJE: [No; Angleton refused to speak to Barron; he was very much against that book,
because it portrayed the KGB as a bunch of thugs; Angleton considered them
sophisticated and elegant opponents;] his view was that that was all a disinformation
operation, from Nosenko to - so that we would lose - if you read Colby's book, [he
says that Angleton spends too much time dramatizing the capacity of the KGB, which
is just a bunch of thugs. Yes, the book comes in large part from Angleton, Sullivan,
etc., the main part comes from the Soviet Russia Division, who are also disgruntled,
although they and Angleton hate each other. I spoke to some current CIA people -
Helms, IG Gordon Stewart, John Hart, who are part of the book. It's hard to be sure
you're mnot being used. I spent 6 months going around to CL staff; when I got to
speak to the Soviet Russia people in Brussels, I was told that much had ‘been left
out - the '62 Golitsin story, moles.]

[PDS: Weren't you surprised by JJA's pre-ass'n knowledge of Oswald; the Powers
letter, Voloshin, etec., not given to the WC?]

[EJE: I'm not sure about that; from the FOIA requests; they got a good deal
of information; I think the WC just didn't want to deal with the problem of Russia.
((Definitely evasive this time.)) CIA didn't give me photo of Voloshin, but would
have given it to the WC. CIA and FBI were hoping things wouldn't come out.]
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(400) [PDS: But wouldn't Angleton have wanted more to come out?]

[EJE: There are 2 Angleton's - in and out of power. Now he sees his only
chance of getting the mole story out is to flush it out through the Senate Select
Committee or a journalist; in 1963, he was practically running the CIA; he was
the most powerful man there, didn't want even his name to come out. CIA had
interests in the Cubela stuff not coming out.]

[Concluding discussion about whether the case can be solved, etc. EJE
thinks that guns & bullets may be a blind alley; with one gunman, there could
still be a conspiracy; the second alternative is looking at Oswald's connections.
Epstein does think it is a live case.]

IEnd of highlights of interview of Epstein by Peter Dale Scott and Larry Lee of
" KSAN, taped 4/5/78. 1If the earlier pages of this interview (which starts on page
14) are missing from your copy, they can be obtained on request.]

Some general comments: Epstein has obviously thought about some of the
evidence about Oswald and U.S. intelligence in a more subtle way than is reflected
in the book. I don't think we have yet heard the full story of why the book is
so asymmetric. It seems possible that editing was done to keep the book simple,
and that Epstein actually believes it was done for stylistic reasons. I'm
certainly not convinced that the book was not the result of an intelligence
operation by the Angleton people, even if Epstein didn't know it.

After the taping, Epstein inscribed Peter's copy of Legend with favorable
comments about Peter's work, and gave him a New York phone number. Epstein
supposedly claimed familiarity with our book, and recalled my help with Inquest.

- * k %k k %

A few days ago, I was considering adding to these notes some speculation
that the recent defection of Shevchenko at the U.N. was somehow connected to
Epstein's disclosures about Fedora. I decided that this would make me sound
too much like Mae Brussell or J. Jesus Angleton. However, I am informed that
today's NY Times (and Time) report that Shevchenko has offered to tell us something
about Fedora, for the right amount of money. Very interesting.

So, I will mention my suspicion that there is more to the indictments of
Gray, Felt, and Miller than meets the eye. I don't have any idea what it is;

I'11 just suggest that it might be worth the effort to ask people connected with
this case if they can shed any light on the cases of Fedora, Nosenko, the mole
in the FBI's NY office, or the Kennedy assassination.

One thing that did catch my attention is that the NY FBI ageat, LaPrade,
specifically alleged that the Weathermen were tied to the PLO. It is now well
known that Angleton doesn't care for the PLO at all, considering them a KGB front.

It will be interesting to see if Angleton's Security and Intelligence Fund
goes to bat for Gray et al., now that charges against Kearney have been dropped.

More sources:

(39) Hacker's review (NYRev, 4/V/78) is remarkably low key. 1In marked
contrast to Hoch & Stetler, he finds the Oswald part more compelling than the mole
part, and actually complains that Epstein "allows Angleton's recollections to
wander far afield from Oswald." Some of Hacker's criticisms are well taken, but
phrased most gently. Inquest is praised as the best single study of the assass-
ination, with no indication that Hacker had anything to do with it.

(40) Courtesy of Peter Scott: NYT, 3/10/76, p. 1 - a story by Crewdson
about alleged penetration of the FBI. The source is a former intelligence official,
presumably Angleton (or maybe Sullivan). Golitsin is named, and quite a bit of
his story is told, including the claim that the FBI had been damaged worse than the
CIA. The story of the stolen documents which were offered back to the FBI is
mentioned. Very interesting; and another reason to wondering about the chronology
of Epstein's project. By 3/10/76 he was certainly well into it. In New York,
(part I, p. 38), he said he didn't know of any previous mention of Stone's story.
Hmm. Was this Crewdson story Angleton's first attempt, which didn't take, without
the sex appeal of the Oswald angle? Hmm.
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examitation=proved -{ncom
sive and he’ was lhﬂ‘:d]
mlmqulcﬂy .
. Fower .detalls’ wcm availa’
a.boul. the New York incid
except that the lntoroal inves
gation of the suspecied 8D
there continued, 43 ene burt
clhdll said, “for a long Ihnl
But severa] Iniclilgence

thal ~undercover” agents=Iron

" Dalumode ollice . were
hmught In for the task.- ' t-
The suspected agent did av-|”

former oificial gald, entered the
telephione booth, dialed & num-
ber and then hung up—a“stan-
dard Soviet [ntell igem teche
nique l'or munun; ale
contact. ' “clals said thet il was eoart

“Afew minutes lmr. :c_uﬂs from an jncident, Crscrihed |
secreted, in and around the res-|publishéd @ caccounts — =ve,
ac-|taurant. beard - the telephone| months ngo, In which en # J
ring ond ‘saw .the -F.D.I-man|in. the: New- York City.fu
answey It After an—extended of fice—became -involved —w|

only " to recomlu one of the mnunm frequented by R

lyict “coatrol” from a trlephoné

caavaisatiod he lelt (he:booth,|4 ~waltress- in ~an LCast-Si
lsuppo

sedly, incognito Daltimore/rebu dgénds at lanchiime. 4

-
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gie A danparnns CiA wessinn, bR eociatlohs with, Soviet fntelifd
wondd be awnply vowal pol o Wi pevce. o Oswald o f:\«l\rit:'tvd:..-‘,h-ﬂfl‘
Fooun by 100 dn tact Owweald *jegend,” or fplse Bingraphy, (o
peeeived an tdesirah!e dischioree © himself” belore -rreturning 1o the Y
Tean his resetve vnitand revoened © 0, lied G FRE interviews,’ and (7,
w0 o life af pearspaverty o Teaane atiempled: to- conegal his’ tiov

G (e onher Tl the evi denee emise. o ey ey
Vet Carzald wms anenei ded with
Savdet antellipence i conent. He

B TP, T Ty
prammey exIicls frogyian important new ook by’
dy: ¥ EDWARD JAY EFS’I"JEIN-..Which indicates.
strongly that:Oswald was an agent of the
| KGB. Today Epstein disensses the issnes
regpen-: raised by Panorama and looks al other -
visibility .- unanswered questions such as the lrue role.
e was a ' of the: shadowy Georze De Mohrenschildt
sks. The.” ‘and ‘the "series: of " deaths invulviag « key
;x'tE11ded‘»-‘1iguro§;-in-lhe-:tﬂu'u‘. g W ey -

e o o e e T e e

v [
** The Warren r..‘u.-uulr‘--'-‘l'ﬂ“; “thei
i ST and many other sleuihs auée v
devorted o the Bovier T gh o nas fifeeen ponrs hare l'l'ucsii-'ﬁi"
with entnown fund., and thon Lyl e Onwalid case.  Thnn canli!
olicied the Sovicts, accerding tn pow hope te come up with any new/*:
s own admission, ilied mili- facis or diffecent answers 2,
lary seeirls of x[‘l}[‘i'll inlergat. o ® ! ,
Y Acprool of Dis ety G the lll:‘l'*'-‘m by rc;rcti;‘lg: the ldéale
T ¢ . ) it e s g vl thiere wae somethiog new o
are ‘llu\\! established by 1be “céivable to me (hap in the Deag ™ DOVIELS lIrL l."'” " I h-“ :’il ‘k'-m'-‘ he I‘mmil ‘?‘:‘,“:‘?l:;:’::;lb. Il-trl;l'lmtgt'"
+ Inspeator-General % of these discusiinng sue Cubgn 10 the UG Fwha 5y in Fustom, L

>

T e : = avtl A ention of eunds, or ihe. grassy kool
s of 1063 the CIA o ot O o Il'l'l:-!'-'iill|i|1l|131(’."”lllzr-.(i .‘iuvil:ts“\l-:il‘.h ts Inatead T askeds) Why did: l.ed?h'h
wilitary scerets Inetfeer, e pal ‘,:‘.‘"YE'Y ﬁ“{"ﬁ{ : defect i l}"—‘}it
himscl‘? couplerely i Soviet - ‘::'“fd_. “[‘"{,l a ‘19292 et
hands for a twosandahalf year E‘O-“:‘:t-' ‘!“““i'd_”!" to “"’l thar a1
. period. In return, the MVD, a dcz""‘:‘“ i "f‘f"’x ?"ﬂ'.‘di “utl-l
Minister assoeiated Swith Soviet |"; h er.|lle m| eaye ;'.‘ amuy y.
intellipenes, provided O avald -frll'lml‘:c:‘:s a'_“ ‘i“‘ tn W""_“" iy
with a subsidy 1o live on, a plush 200 d“. l’l"““l"é i mca[nu nreve v
o [ - apartment,  job  aml other . "Ic " ‘.f au ;""" u ‘muulxe. ".l:.
I € f i Your book makes the cuse that  amenities. | Wanter, to Knhw WG Sape
'l-md'gﬁgﬁrﬂp'? Wd?mu\i'.hl' "Ostwald: was a low level apem of . Afrer Oswald returned (o the '()E:Fr:l tql’lgsw:lngr;; ;‘I:Tm?;[::::::“
ok RERTS), T . CooSaviet intelligence who ran wmok, U8, he vefused a FBUieanest 1o S - | At
1siro r"«‘!m’d, of thls plotin Js i@t pot cquelly posiiile that subutit (o a lie deteetor tesy, kepe’ l:::::: qsl:::z‘cl:gmi\:lill‘imgs\sgl‘:l l\a:r:ﬂ: 3
asutumi: xof 1963 (prebably  Oswald was a low-level CL agent  eanstantly in contact with Soviat ; 5
ek GUURIEL himself), ‘and’ sent o Russia as a phoney  Embassy oficials, and cuntuctrd

e invglved with Cubella in , #isassiuation plals againet Cisiro
Tm }!q“-“?m"e L‘nstrn.'fk. iu‘ (i.':lslrn']s warning o J\lll(’lil(‘dﬂ '
A o Jeaders. 1t may then have heen
thcgiﬁh‘!‘g\sgﬁilnilginﬁtliﬁ l‘]‘f‘: that Oswald took Lhis as march-,
\l:l-.gm‘.xm st mr}v:-l*‘ ing orders to attempt such an
1'th'D' jot, 1...5*_ e, ASEASHinn amd 12 be (hose
“-",k:l .".mf’l'}\"l H.’. _'l‘“‘lh:‘- his own tareet, Banoede, 1o win
vr.»,ae‘::te?ili ‘Tlimﬁle?f ’!""[H “:m the spproval of the Cubaps,
¥ Fet) s as ‘
sury of‘kg_bcn;t-xenncdy (and-

Atsugi air buse in Japap, - With' .3

A i 3 Lo ek
di.as public i warning . that - defector ? . o known KOI ollicer, Kustikov, the 11,an Jof four res .1rch§:rs,.£il_
Ev*"“”-"."'fm"-':'"“?“‘!‘r'- not he " 1 considered . this possibility, . in Mexico City. F o A
1‘;1&",’ o .-_‘_agmnit.' |k'“b“n‘ ‘whon T began my rescarch.  I1f ' Finally, sowie elfort seemed- to N ﬂeﬂ &
wsvpersisted,  (Oawald, 'Inln Oswalid had bees a CIA ament dise have been made to cover Oswald's ”g
;fallb\{lﬁ'ln,f._'(:aslru. PossIblY - paiclied en such o a sensitive mis- ) o i & ‘i 5
ltlr_q‘;,;}'uis'.rpports-.uf this .. z

J sion 1 assumed as a working
ing befo .his‘tﬁp;l_g.hluxfﬁ? I hypothesis that he wonld have 1o B A [}
g ' A\h

ptemb@IfIS63) T e T hage heen recruited and trained
; the'veey 'lenst, then, -it.is, «hy rhs CIA sorictime between

PAF L (00OWD.

lisliedhthat, Castro had a  JU57, when he joined the Harines TR RN G
*wotlye? for, inspiring  1the [ ag a |'a'-\'|‘m'-(|||]] high sehoul diaps Wi’ﬂ y ‘lL "1 fi s N
1Pt agsassination of M

apres 1 N out, and September-1259 shen he
cican Mopderi Whether  he Udeferted 10 Russin, As 4 practical b
nr?fl%‘-kﬁ}\‘_"“!ﬂf questlon. ! “matter this would reguire some )
tthe. \bhng cerrainly had interlude fn b Marine service
pportublty to inspire Oswald  when he was detnchod from iy ( !
i n;taki;:;iviulcnrqncl. 1ile ;g\d trainmd .‘iim;u 11.;: \HIM'rrn\ y L. . 1 r » fls ; it
Alad to co on September  Commission intervieved only one . 1o o " f s et e
ceording ta his wile for the  Marine wiio kincw Osvald during R tmited ediven ut. 0 y
ose oftproving his loyalty' to *his tour of Japap and the Pailic, i : : 3 { . .
tubsing/m=and beinz aczepted  and Ieft a number’ of inlrigning | T Crurird -"_‘-‘I""_‘"dfm'“"-“”'l“f'"muﬂl : ;
m’;'fqeﬂff Vol the  Cithan  blanks in his service recard, it | L Teddition of grean hiseerieal interest: finely hand crafied)
latibd Oswald apyoars o ceeed at least conceivable (hat - | o v xeplicns ofa Dniel Quaeg patent standing barometcr,
‘had:at)east theee mictines “he lad leen separated from hin: Yodaredviee 1T : ;
Cubian officials, What hap-  regular duy, d ) '

- angiaeter
w2 anrepliea s

h;_
b

4 at’ these meetings Is un. -

but according to various

Jls,, Pswald’ appenrs to have

intovan dargument with the
¢ ' #hout ;whether he had

- et sarsies

Howevar, when 1 Jncaied some
fgixty cther Alarines who aorved
with Oswaldal varlous point s in bis
carecr, these paps were roadeally

'led in Marinzz were found whao

cof his dny, waralos adhstingni Jisd maker of scientiic

«  Thzinsirument chosen for this edition isavery rare |

Pranich Qe semalhe prcet hovologiars

<
l‘ 0
instruments, Io 1695 he wos g ated a patent for ‘i l
“a portable veer phis or bavometer”™, a2 {31‘
|
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ZTIGATIGN MAS CONDUCTED . .
EINi A L'HU RICAEMN CRITIC OF THE OFFICIAL et ‘o
| FROGBE OF TH: ?;Mn pyY YZeRTISTHATION. y .
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noy THe Secret LiFe of Lee Hervey OswaLo’’ 1 ' L
RS o

- —d

oF OsMALD'S LIFE NOT TOUCHED ON BEFORE EY ,
EITHER JOURMALISTS OF GOVERMMENT INVESTIGATORSS ESFECIALLY HIS be
RCCESS TO MILITARY SECRETS WHEN HE WARS A MARINEs AND HIS LIFE L

NOT CHALLENSE THE QFFICIAL THEORY THAT . Y
B OLOME RSSASSIN IN THE KENNEGY MURDER. v
Byt 1T REVEALS FOR THE FrasT TINE THAT r KGB ‘‘oeFecTor'’ oo
RRRIVED lN THE UNITED STATES JusT A5 PRESIDENY JOHMEON WAS .
PusHInG THE WARREM COMMISSION TO FINIZR ITS STUGY. THE DEFECTOR o
CLAINED THAT WHILE IN Bussta THE Soviey KGB INTELLIGENCE RGENCY .
D1n NOT ZOTHER HITH DEMALD BECAUSE IT COMSIDERED HIM UNSTARELE. | b
Sccorprys To EFSTEIM) THIS DEFECTOR'S STORY MRS A ‘‘LEGEND'’ S8
-~ THE NRGE WOELD'S TERM FOR A COVER STORY -- AND THE CIR .
WA SuC FULLY PREVENTEG FROM EREAKING THE GEFECTQR'S STORY A
ey 1. Eo Hoovers THEM wERD oF THE FEL. - BRI
THE [E 6r WAZ WAMED YUR MOSENKO: AND ME CLRINED TC HAVE Lk
EEEN IN cHARGE oF DewmLo’s KGB FILE. EFSTEIN SAYS THAT NoSENko & = ©
cLaIwED THE Y68 HAD NO INTEREST WWATSOEVER IN (SWALD AND D TP
RECONMENDZED THAT ME G0 ERCK TO THE U5, _ ‘ X
(lewhLsy AFTER BEING MUSTERED cuT oF THE NARINzs 1N 1353 R
WENT To MoScous WHERE WE RENGUNCED HIs U.3. CITIZENSHIP. : o B Y
EPSTEIN SRYS Horznvq’a CLAIMS RAN COUNTER TO ALL STANDARD W F
~ KGB PROCEDURES IN DERLING WITH U3, DEFECTORS AND WHEN THE CIf . .«
WANTED TO FOLLOM THE MATTER 'UPy THE FBI STEPPED IN. . 1

HORE 1456 - ¥ - -

—
s
m
mn
-
=
[ =
4 =
U= I o |
=
™
U n

G
ESP1O
CESSF
OGAR
FETT

A
CH



o b

I 11;-

l-‘]

q

131 J G 2 T

He serr rve rzssod THE FEI bDecao
' F

EG TO ‘YOOMINETE THE : \
c1TunaTion!! wes THsT MR, Hoove 5

FORMATION SHOWIKG Vo

JSWALD H&D A SINISTER RELATIONS 1TH THE KGR WeuLo exposE e
KIS GRGRNITATIGH, : ) '
Hoover ANz 0THER Tor FRI EECUTIVEZ BELIEVED THAT THE :
RGENCY EOTCHMED 1TS INVESTIGARTION oF DSWALD OM HIS RETUAN TO THE
UniTep STeTES FRon THE Sovier Umron, , » ;
EPSTEIN SAYS THAT Hoower rrEVENTED THE LIA FroM RskINg Vel
Mocenks 44 MEY GUESTIONS EYEN THOUGH THE GEFECTOR AFFPERRED TO :
CHENGE HIZ ACCCUNT ZEQUT GTHER REFECTS oF M1S LIFE 1 TRE KGE, ‘
HooWER USED R S0YIET DOUBLE AGENT MORKING AT THE UnITED C
- NRT1o8s 7o cHECK Nosewka's RCCOUMT, THIS AGENTY COUE-NRMED 3 .
CiFepars'! wenirFier Hoszenko's sToRYS BUT THE LIR FELT THAY FEDORA .
HIMSELF HIGHT RevE eEEN A KGB FLENT. L
Tue CIR’= THEN DIRECTORs RICHRRD HELMS) MET SECRETLY WITH L
 Crier Susrene Court JusTice ERRL HARREN AND LET HIM KNOW FOR
THE FIRST TIME REOUT CIA suspicions oF Nosewko, Az A rESULTS el
THE WARREN Ponntsszon DECIDED WOT TO.EHLL Nosenuo AS A WITRESS. . (g
HURE 1452 . ot ," . e d ) _I S R e “".."rj;'.'
3 ; '. , ‘ e - ;'-‘ o ; '.
‘ ) ! ¥ ",-‘\‘:.
.
9 1
R440 N o
P oAd020)durveynczc X &
“QsurLz 4 New Yoy ' i
EpsTEIN cLAINT Dsupitn's zackarounD AS A MARINE WAS COVERED S
ue ey LS, INTELLIGENMCE AGENCIES, HE SAYS OSKALD: WHILE A ‘ , ;\fx
HARINE F2UAR CONTROLLER IN JAPANs TAINANS THE PHILIPPINES AND R
CALIFORNIAY AR ACCZSS TO WIGHEST PRIORITY INFORMATIONS ok Srkae
INCLUDING KGR THE THEN-SECRET l-d ZPY PLANE HORKED. D g o
EpsveEry savs DZueLs WITNESSED REFEATED TRKEOFFS 0OF THE U-2 : "l
RT & U5, atr eesE AT ATsuGly JRPAMY AND COULD HAYE KNOWN ITS™ , D )
RHETE OF CLIME) FPERFORMANCE CHARACTERISTICS ARD CRUISING L ‘f-‘!-
ALTITUDES, : e o
EFSTEIN QUOTES GNE UNNAMED OFFICER RS SAYING USWALD SHoweo ~ . . h 2.
AY EXTRRGRDINARY INTEREST IN THE PATH OF THE PLANE: WHICH WAS ) e
 THEM COMSIDERED TO 22 THE HIGHEST PRIORITY TARGET OF SOVIET ful
INTELLIGENCE. ' ' T
C IN RDUITIONS INFORMATION WHICH DZHALD COULD HAYE KNOKN o e
INCLUDES HEIGHT LINITATIONS oF AMERICAN RADAR: ELIND SPATS ' E e
CRUSED EY GRGUNU TRAFFIC) SECRET MILITARY RADIO FREQUENCIES). g:.”.?
LRLL SIGNS AND CODES. ! ‘ ' B A
He aLsa o JLU HEVE HAD ACCESS TO ALL SECURITY PROCEDURES ,;N_J.V"i’
FoR CMANGING CONES AND THE LOCATION AND RANGE oF 1,5, ATRCRAFT N
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“ EPSTErY Apee “ETAILE How Czuarn SCURED 6N THe I, C £: R

HRRINE :or FLEING MORZ fNp werg W Compyrey sLogays,

EpsTErY =:- AE FOSSIEILITY THay UznaLo wes RECRUITED By 1hg

S0VIETS 25 FGENT WHILE HE yas STILL IN Tug Harings,

THE FIRST FRRT oF “‘Lecenp!! 1€ 70 BE FuBLIcHEp TRIS THURzrpy

IN TRE HRRCH 1550k np THE RERDER'c Drezsy, H SECOND PRRT NILL

COME QUT IN THE fpppL DicesT ANE COINCIDE HITH FUELIZRTIGH oF '
THE COMELETE ook, Tue HORK 18 Egszp on ¢ STURY oF {0y 0§ FPAGES '
GF PREVIGUSLY SLASSIFIED INFORMAT]A

| YN OAND INTERVIENS WiTh womg
THAN 400 reoppe,
ONE oF ThE 400 HRS

EORGE DEHQHREMSCHILGT!
EELIEVEE HAZ Hf’ﬁ’xﬁ

TED AT ONE Timg WITH Fou

INTELLIGENCE AGENCIES,
QEHUHRENECHILET
165

HHOM THE FRI. Y <L
R OIFFERENT

! HRO kNEN OsuaLp AFTER YHE
AR5 INTERVIEWED py EPSTEIN Fog

' QUFING R LUNCH-ERERN, HE HA:z Founp
'RRENTLY BY

LATTER EETURNED_
A CAY AND g HALF

HITH HIS MERD BLouy
FF REp R SELF-INFLICTED shotsyy BLAET, » Y
A digesy SPOMESHONAN T4OAY cArp SHE DID NOT KMoy 17 Erstern
A% RELE T0 INTERVIEW NOZENKG HHC 1S STILL BELIEVED 74 BE
SVING IN THE lNrTEp STaTEs, ’ ‘
TIPER. sy
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Pidd Oswald give Ruscia
Infernation alkbout

NEW YORK (AP) — Lee
Harvey Oswald may have
provided the Soviet Upion
withh secret information
about the Americnn U2
plane, enablimg it to shool
down Fransis Gay Pow-
ers' spy plane in 1870, ae-
cording L» a new book hy
author [Edward Jay Lips-
tein.

Epstein alsp s.'I'ys in his
book, “Lepend: The Sceret
World of lee Narvey Os-
wald,” that the FBI, anxi-

" ous to su ‘Am” its finding

that Oswald acted alone in
the assuassination of Presi-
dent John . Kennedy, re-
lied upon statements of a
Russian defector vho may
have been a Soviet seerct
agent trying to dispel any
connection between Os-
wald and Soviet Intelli-
gence.

And in an inlerview in
the current issue of New
York magazine, E slein
says that in 1962 a Sovict
official attached to the Un-
ited Nations duped former
FBI Director J. Edgar
lloover into thinking he
had defected as a Soviet
secret police officer and
fed Hoover false Informa-
tion aboul Russian ac-

Coterinn L. =y

ALBATIV oo 2 1Ly
will b v deaienl gt
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Alie U2 take off ane

tivities, cinformation thet
wirs possed on Lo the White
House,

Ipstein says Heover be.
lieved (hat with the betp af
thee afficial - eotde nomed
“Fedora™ — he could
camypete with the CIA, and
that 1nover dild not pass
the information on to (ha
Ch‘- and refused (o disclore

“Federa's" lilenlity to the
erency. Fpstein says (hat
llum 162 uptil 1971, ' Fed-
ora' provided the FBI
with misleading informa-
tion on a wide ranme of
subjerts,

Two excerpts of Lps-
tein's book are in the
March issue of Remler's
Digest, which will publish
the book in Apuil. Lpstein,
who had examined lhe
Warren Commission's in-
vestipation of Kennedy's
assassination in the 1966
boole “*Inguest,” said his
latest work is based on in-
formation from present
and former CIA, FBI and
other officials.

In writingg on Oswald and

Acted nlone,

e U279

Angeles in 1977 when the
helicopter he was (lying
for a redio station crar-licel,

Fiprlein also says in his
ool thet Lhes BRI eejzed
upon the statements of
Yuri Nosenko, who de.
freted in early 151 sherlly
after Kennedy's asmassing-
tion and Lol Ub inlelli-
r-m'e gents that Quwald
ad no Lics to the Sovict
scerct police,

~ AL the time, the Warren
Commision was trying to
determine whether Oswalid
:H the 'L}
conchuded, or was pal of o
lurcr(ln crm..plr'uy in the
shooting of Kennedy on
Nov. 22, 1233, in Dallas.

According to Epstein,
James J. An, l"tnn, former
chief of the CIA's counter-
intelligence section,
snpected that Nosenko was
not really a defector but
had been sent by the Rus-
sians to deeeive American
intellipence officials and
was still working for the
Russlan secret police, the

the U-2, Epstein says that KGR

while Oswald was a
Marine radar controller at
Aengi Air Base in Japan
in 1957, he fre ucntlr SAW
land
and lieard its high pltitwle
renquests for weather in-
furination on the radio. 5
Fprtein snptesls Lhot
toeald provided Russin
vt iefarmation either
e o owhen e defeeted
tebwiet Union that
“hewl thiem to Rooek
‘ v wiledit
e the Poviet

The throry that Nosenko
was a bopus defector was
conveyed privalely in
mid-1£54 to then-Chiel Jus-
tice Earl Warren by
Richard Ilclms, then hend
of the CIA's covert opera-
tinias ‘divislon, Epstein

The chief justice was
chaken by Lhe questions
Helms raised, Epselin
says, but at a closed meet-
ingt fater that same doy,
the Warren Comumission
douided not to inlterrogate

e,

PUoadeipn erribas Lthat
ol tried e o2 pnrens
abuy’ the el ol

aaal 1
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You know the Mechanics
Bank.

For over 70 years we've
been here in the East Bay con-
tributing to the growth of our
people and communities.

In that time we've helped
thousands of families just like
yours build new homes. Or

- improve the ones they own.

We've helped hundreds of new
East Bay busincsses get off the
ground. And we've loancd money
to many more to expand or get

it o
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as Lee Harvey Oswald an informer
who gave U.S. military sccrets to the
Soviel KGR? Was he involved in the fa-
meis dosw g of the U2 spy plane” A
tantalizing new book presents strong ev-
idence that Oswald's connections with the
KGB were closer and more devious than
the public has been led to believe.
The book, Leyend: The Secret World
of Lee Harvey Oswald, is the result of 2%
years of work by Reader’s Diyest editors
and researchers, who acquired many Fnl

and Cla documents under &
the Freedom of Information
Actand, in addition, covered
some 150,000 miles in 26
states and nine nations to in-
terview Oswald's former as-
sociates. It was wrilten by
Edward Jay Epstein, a care-
Tul academic researcher
whose 1966 book, [nguest,
first revealed the Maws in the
Warren Commission’s in-
vestigation but did not con-
jure up any wild conspiracy e
thearies. 3 I

Epstein still refuses o h._.._l .

weaves a skein of circum-
stantial evidence suggesting that Oswald
learned key performance data on the CIA's
U-2 plane while serving as a Marine ra-
dar controller at Atsugi, Japun. in 1957,
and that he provided information o the
Soviets either then or upon his defection to
Russia in 1959. Oswald's information, the
book supgests, enabled the Soviets to rede-
sign their rocket-guidance sysiems soas (o
knock CIA Pilot Gary Powers out of the air
over the Soviet Union on May 1, 1960,
QOswald's Marine specialty, radiar con-

draw flat conclusions. Yet he Marine Oswald in 1958

Was Lee Oswald a Soviet Spy?_

A fascinuting new portrait of Kennedy's assassin

troller, required abose-average intelli-
gence, and he ranked seventh in his train-
ing class in DBiloxi, Miss. From visuul,
pachioyamd sy oheervation ab A, one
base from which the U-2 vperated, Os-
wald could have learned much about its
speed, rate of climb and altitude.

Oswald, according to Legend, luter
told friends that he had moved in a Com-
munist circle in Tokyo when off duty from -
Atsugi. Other Marines were surprised o
learn that he spent some of his liberty

R e

. _“ hours at the Queen Bee, one
* ] of Tokyo's three most expen-
sive nightclubs and a sus-
pected hangout for intelli-
gence agents from various
! nmations. Even though dates
there cost up to $100 a night
and Oswald took home less
. pay than that in a monath, he
1 began appearing at Atsugi
! with one of the Queen Bee's
prettiest hostesses. When he
wits assigned temporarily to
Iwakuni, a US. airbase 430
miles from Tokye, Oswald
wis seen with an attractive
Eurasian woman. “She was
much too goud-looking for
Bugs [Oswald]," said one Marine.
The bouk claims that the KGi coached
Oswald in preparing a fulse diary of his 32
months in Russia so that U S. intelligence
sources would find Oswald's reasons for
wanting to return o the US. credible. It
never explains, however, exactly why the
KGN was willing to help Oswald be repa-
triated or why it aided his Russian wife
Marina. the niece of a military official in
Minsk. in going to America with him. Nor
dJoes it imply that Oswald acted on KGB

orders in killing President Kennedy.

After the 1963 assassination, accord-
ing o Legend, the KGO planted a false de-
fector called Nusenko in the US. for the
spectfic purpose of convineing U S ntel-
ligence that Oswald had been considered
s0 unreliable that the KGR had not even
taken up his offer to divulge U.S. military
secrets when he first arrived in Moscow.

Mus hoof the book centers on the in-
tnigue between the ClA and the i over
Nosenka's credibility. Disinclined to be-
lieve him. the CIA drew up 44 questions
that it wanted the Fot, which was de-
briefing Nosenko, to ask him. The Fut's
J. Edgar Hoover refused to permit such
questioning. The reason, according to Ep-
stein, was that Hoover took pride in the,
information he was getting from another
alleped .KGB defector, called Fedora. Fe-
dora had verified some portions of Nosen-
ko's story—and if Nosenko had been
shown to be a false defector, that would
have meant that Hoover's source oo was
a KGB-planted double agent. Eventually,
the CIA put aside its suspicions.

In retracing Oswald’s movements af-
ter he returned to the U.S., the book is less
persuasive in implying that he remained a
KGO informant, It cites his temporary em-
ployment at a lypesetting company in
Dallas, where he gained access to Soviet
and Cuban place names that the US.
Army huad contracted to strip into classi-
fied maps. The only KGD contact suggest-
ed in the book is the mysterious oil geol-
ogist George de Mohrenschildt, who
belriended the Oswalds in the Dallasarea.
He is portrayed as exaggerating the Os-
walds' marital problems in order to pro-
vide a reason for Oswald to move away
from Marina. De Mohrenschildt, whose
clouded past included contacts with var-
ious intelligence agencies, killed himsell
in 1977—two hours after being inter-
viewed by Epstein for Legend.

Epstcin claims that Oswald’s pro-
Cuba activities in the U.S. were designed
to convince Havana officials that he was
trustworthy enough to be admitted o
Cuba in another planned defection from
the US. The book traces Oswald's muve-
ments in Mexico City, and includes U S.-
monitored telephone conversations to the
Soviet and Cuban embassies, Oswald's
last known call in Mexico City was to
make an appointment to sec a Soviet of-
ficial, described in the book as a member
of the KGi department in charge of for-
eign espionage and assassinations, Os-
wald then returned to Dallas.

Yet several stubborn facts block any
implication that Oswald was directed by
foreign agents o hunt down Kennedy in
Texas, He found his job in the Texas
School Book Depository building by
chance. and long before it was known that
Kennedy planned to ride in a motorcade
past the building. IT the killing actually
was planned by foreign agents, Oswald
was the luckiest assassin in history. It is
far more likely that he saw his unexpect-
ed opportunity—and took it. .
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Did Oswald give Russia

information albout

NEW YORK (AP) — Lee
Harvey Oswald may have
provided (he Sovict Union
with seeret information
about the American U-2
plane, enabling it to shaot
down Francis Gary Pow-
ers' spy plane in 1970, ac-
cording to a new bool by
author Edward Jay Eps-

, tein. ;

Epstein also says in his
book, “*Legend: The Sceret
World of Harvey Os-
wald,” that the FBI, anxi+
rt its finding
that Oswald acted alone in
the assassination of Presi
dent John F. Kennedy, re-
lied upon statements of a
Russian defector vhe may
have been a Soviet sceret
agent trying lo dispcl any
connection betwcen Os-
wald and Soviet intelli-
gence. :

And in an interview in
the current issue of New
York magazine, Epstein
says that in 1962 a Sovict
official attached to the Un-
ited Nations duped former
FBI Director J. Edgar
loover into thinking he
had defected as a Soviet
secret police officer and
fed Hoover false informa-
tion aboul Russian. ac-

tivities, cinformation that
wns passcd on to the White
House.

Epstein says Heover be-
lioved that with.the belp of
the official — ende noined
“Fedora'' — he could
compete with the CIA, and
that Hnover did not pass
th? information on to th2
CIA ond refused to disclose
“Fedora's" idenlity to the
srency, Epstein says that
from 1962 until 1977, *'Fed-
ora"” provided the FBI
with misleading informa-
tion on a wide range of
subjeets.

wo excerpts of Eps-
tein's book are in the
March issue of Reader’s
Digest, which will publish
the book in April, Epstein,
who had examined the
Warren Commission's in-
vestipation of Kennedy's
assassination in the 1966
book “Inquest,” said his
latest work is based on in-
formation from present
and former CIA, FBI and
other officials.

In writing on Oswald and
the U-2, Epstein says that
while Oswald was a
Marine radar controller at
Alsusi Air Base in Japan
in 1957, he frcr.}ucur.l Saw
. the U-2 take oif an
and heard its high altitude
vequests for weather in-
formation on the radio. s °

Gpcteln snpgests that’

Dawald provided Russia
with infarmation either
then v owhen be deleeted
Lo e Soviet Union that
epnhind them to knock
0 ©ape! Tage while it
s 4 yineg aver the Foviet

tand”

the U27?

Angeles in 1977 when the
helicopter he was llﬂin,
for a radio station crashed,

Iipstcin also snys in his
boole thot tha FIT seized
upon the statements of

~Yuri Nosenko, who de-

freted in carly 1264 shortly
after Kennedy's assassing-
tion amd told US, intelli-
ance gents that Oswald
ad no ties to the Soviet
secrct police: ‘

= At the time, the Warren

.Commigion was trying to

datermine whether Oswald
acted alone, as the FBI
concluded, or was part of a
forcign conspiracy in the
shooting of Kennedy on
Nov. 22, 1933, in Dallas.

According to Epstein,
James J, Anglcton, former
chicf of the CIA's counter-
intelligence section,
supected that Nosenko was
not really a defector but
had been sent by the Rus-
sians to deceive American
intelligence officials and
was still working for the
ﬁé@glﬂn secret police, the

The theory that Nosenko
wns a bopus defector was
conveye rivately in
mid-1454 to then-Chicf Jus-
tice Earl Warren by
Richard liclms, then head
of the CIA's covert opera-
tions . division, - Epstein

-said.

The chief justice was|
shaken by the questions
Helins .raised, Lpsetin
says, but at a closcd meet-
ing later that same day,
the Warren Commission
docided not to inferrogate

YT Tlo: e,

¥oelain rrilen  that
Movier dricy o s1ppress

s doulits abow’ the del ztor. |
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Was Lee Oswald a Soviet Spy?

as Lee Harvey Oswald an informer
who gave U.S. military secrets to the
Soviet KGA? Was he involved in the fa-
mous downing of the U-2 spy plane? A
tantalizing new book presents strong ev-
idence that Oswald's connections with the
KGB were closer and more devious than
the public has been led to believe.
The book, Legend: The Secret World
of Lee Harvey Oswald, is the result of 24
years of work by Reader’s Digest editors
and researchers, who acquired many FBI

2y

A fascinating new portrait of Kennedy's assassin

troller, required above-average intelli-
gence, and he ranked seventh in his train-
ing class in Biloxi, Miss. From visual,
radio and radar observation at Atsugi, one
base from which the U-2 operated, Os-
wald could have learned much about its
speed, rate of climb and altitude,

Oswald, according to Legend, later
told friends that he had moved in a Com-
munist circle in Tokyo when off duty from
Atsugi. Other Marines were surprised o
learn that he spent some of his liberty

P EAEGam Tars
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and Cla documents under
the Freedom of Information
Act and, in addition, covered
some 150,000 miles in 26
states and nine nations to in-
terview Oswald's former as-
sociates, It was wrilten by
Edward Jay Epstein, a care-
ful academic researcher
whose 1966 book, Inquest,
first revealed the flaws in the
Warren Commission’s in-
vestigation but did not con-
jure up any wild conspiracy
theories.

Epstein sull refuses to
draw flat conclusions. Yet he
weaves a skein of circum-
stantial evidence suggesting that Oswald
learned key performance data on the CIA's
U-2 plane while serving as a Marine ra-
dar controller at Atsugi, Japan. in 1957,
and that he provided information to the

Russia in 1959. Oswald's information, the
book suggests. enabled the Soviets to rede-
sign their rocket-guidance systems so as to
knock C1A Pilot Gary Powers out of the air
over the Soviet Union on May 1, 1960.
Oswald’s Marine specialty, radar con-

Wreckage of Gary Powers' U-2 CIA spy plane on display in Mosch Iﬁ 1960

Marine Oswald in 1958

Soviets either then or upon his defection to

S - - §° hours at the Queen Bee, one
of Tokyo's three most expen-
sive nightclubs and a sus-
pected hangout for intelli-
gence agents from various
nations. Even though dates
~ there cost up to $100 a night
and Oswald took home less
pay than that in a month, he
began appearing at Atsugi
1 with one of the Queen Bee's
- prettiest hostesses. When he
was assigned temporarily to
Iwakuni, a USS. airbase 430
miles from Tokyo, Oswald
was seen with an attractive
Eurasian woman. “She was
- much too good-looking for

Bugs [Oswald],” said one Marine.
The book claims that the KGB coached
Oswald in preparing a false diary of his 32
months in Russia so that U.S. intelligence
sources would find Oswald’s reasons for
wanting to return to the U.S. credible. [t
never explains, however, exactly why the
KGB was willing to help Oswald be repa-
triated or why it aided his Russian wife
Marina, the niece of a military official in
Minsk, in going to America with him. Nor
does it imply that Oswald acted on KGB

orders in killing President Kennedy.

Alter the 1963 assassination, accord-
ing to Legend, the KG0 planted a false de-
fector called Nosenko in the U.S. for the
specific purpose of convincing U S. intel-
ligence that Oswald had been considered
50 unreliable that the KGR had not even
taken up his offer to divulge U.S. military
secrels when he first arrived in Moscow,

Much of the book centers on the in-
trigue between the CiA and the FBI over
Nosenko's credibility. Disinclined to be-
lieve him. the CIA drew up 44 questions
that it wanted the FpI, which was de-
briefing Nosenko, to ask him. The Finl's
J. Edgar Hoover refused to permit such
questioning. The reason, according to Ep-
stein, was that Hoover took pride in the
information he was getting from another
alleged KGB defector, called Fedora. Fe-
dora had verified some portions of Nosen-
ko's story—and if Nosenko had been
shown 1o be a false defector, that would
have meant that Hoover's source too was
a KGH#-planted double agent. Eventually,
the CIA put aside its suspicions.

In retracing Oswald’s movements af-
ter he returned to the U S., the book is less
persuasive in implying that he remained a
KGB informant. [t cites his temporary em-
ployment at a typesetting company in
Dallas, where he gained access to Soviet
and Cuban place names that the US.
Army had contracted to strip into classi-
fied maps. The only KGB contact suggest-
ed in the book is the mysterious oil geol-
ogist George de Mohrenschildt, who
befriended the Oswalds in the Dallasarea,
He is portrayed as exaggerating the Os-
walds' marital problems in order to pro-
vide a reason for Oswald to move away
from Marina. De Mohrenschildt, whose
clouded past included contacts with var-
ious intelligence agencies, killed himself
in 1977—two hours after being inter-
viewed by Epstein for Legend.

Epstein claims that Oswald’s pro-
Cuba activities in the U.S. were designed
to convince Havana officials that he was
trustworthy enough to be admitted to
Cuba in another planned defection from
the U.S. The book traces Oswald’'s move-
ments in Mexico City, and includes U S.-
monitored telephone conversations to the
Soviet and Cuban embassies. Oswald'’s
last known call in Mexico City was to
make an appointment to see a Soviet of-
ficial, described in the book as a member
of the KGB department in charge of for-
eign espionage and assassinations. Os-
wald then returned to Dallas.

Yet several stubborn facts block any
implication that Oswald was directed by
foreign agents to hunt down Kennedy in
Texas. He found his job in the Texas
School Book Depository building by
chance. and long before it was known that
Kennedy planned to ride in a motorcade
past the building. If the killing actually
was planned by foreign agents, Oswald
was the luckiest assassin in history, [t is-
far more likely that he saw his unexpect-
ed opportunity—and took it. u
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