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Item 
1. Oleg Penkovskiy. (pp. 40, 47, 278) The Penkovskiy Papers (965) 

have been thoroughly described by Victor Zorza, Washington 
Post, 11/15,16/65, as a CIA black book and his attack and 
estimate seem fair. Epstein's reference to OP ignore the 
serious problem with factual elements etc. 

2. Mrs..Teofil (Anna) Meller (pp. 169-170, 189, 191, 198, 200) 
mentioned and utilized re Oswald's relationship to the 
Dallas community but selectively and insidiously ignores 
Whitewash II, 50, "Oswald was all right," said the FBI when 
Anna turned him in as a possible radical. 

3. By isolating a subject such as Oswald's relation to the U-2 
in Japan and turning all interviews, text, etc., around merely 
this Epstein can avoid the larger picture and still maintain 
a semblance of scholarship to those of little awareness. 
Sanche de Gramont's The Secret War (1962) describes some of 
the U-2 activity and publicity in Japan and suggests a more 
common awareness of the plane, particulars of it, pictures, 
etc., than Epstein would have us know. 

4. On Powers' deplaning over Soviet Russia (p.118) Epstein is 
disingenuous on what happened to the U-2 to cause it to 
come down. Since his argument on Oswald's defection rests 
on radar and apparently other information regarding the U-2 
reaching the Soviets to enable them knock down Powers and 
change the course of history he must say the Soviets shot 
Powers down. He does not. We infer, ie. the readers, 
that this is what happened, but Epstein says somel;hing 
different. 

It could be a normal flame-out, a CIA deliberate 
sabotage of the U-2 to block detente, which is the 
Angleton faction. The U-2 downing certainly worked to 
thwart US-USSR detente, but whether that was sabotage I know not. 

5. The physical objects mentioned with respect to Oswald's 
stay in New Orleans are consistently given inadequate 
spacial relations and provided with only the minimum 
information for textual flow. Many are almost intentionally 
it seems separate from each other in the text to scatter 
attention. 
A. The post office box was in the sub-station where it shared 

a common lobby(but had its own doors)with federal offices 
and was across the yard from 544 Camp/531 Lafayette. 

B. Jones Printing Co., was not in "downtown" New Orleans which 
is a rather meaningless term for orientation in that 
unusual city, but was across the street from the backdoor 
of the coffee company. 

C. Alba's Cresent City Garage serviced the FBI/Secret Service 
automobiles and was next door to the coffee company. 

D. I do not know what purpose was served with the line on 
Oswald renting the 544 Camp room for one month. Newman 
the landlord told HW it did not rent to Oswald. And 
for Epstfain to put Oswald there puts him in the building 
with the rightwing Cubans/CIA/ONI and the cafe below 
where Harpies hatched eggs. Why should he not have left 
this out? 544 Camp/the postal substation/ 531 Lafayette 
4Ep. a block from the coffee company"-  - 
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September 1959, Colonel Popov was arrested by Soviet coun-
terintelligence; thus, no further information on the nature of 
the Soviet intelligence he alluded to would be forthcoming. 

Before this flight Powers was aware that only one other 11-2 
overflight had been made over the Soviet Union since October 
1959—a flight on April 9, 1960, for which he was the backup 
pilot—but he did not know why the flights were being limited 
during this period. He had not been told about the sabotage 
attempt made against his plane in Pakistan on the eve of its 
departure, which was foiled by American counterintelligence. 
Nor did he know that a trained Marine Corps radar operator 
with access to U-2 and radar-measuring equipment at Atsugi 

had defected to the Soviet Union and offered, on October 31, 
1959, to turn over to the Russians all classified information he 
possessed which might be of "special interest" 

The clouds were now disappearing. Across the snow-capped 
Ural Mountains, which had traditionally divided the Asian 
steppes from the European portions of the Soviet Union. he 
could see green fields and clear weather ahead in Russia. Over 
Sverdlovsk, an industrial center which had never before been 
overflown by a U-2, he again switched on his cameras. 

Suddenly he felt a "dull thump" push him forward. The 
cockpit was illuminated by the orange flash of an explosion 
behind the plane. Pulling back on the wheel, he realized that 
he had no control over the U-2. It began slowly spinning with 
the nose pointed toward the sky. He opened the canopy and 
tried to crawl out as the plane plummeted down. At about 
30,000 feet the centrifugal force flung him into the air. A 
moment later he opened his parachute. 

Three days later in Burbank, California, C. L. "Kelly" 
Johnson learned from Richard Bissell that the plane he had 
designed for Lockheed had been shot down by a Soviet antiair-
craft missile. As chief research engineer for Lockheed for more 
than twenty years he hail designed such planes as the Hudson 
bomber, Constellation transport, P-38 fighter-bomber, and the 
double-sonic F-104 starfighter, but none of these creations had 
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In
 1

9
5
6
, P

o
w

crs d
ecid

ed
 to

 leav
e th

e A
ir F

o
rce an

d
 h

is $
7
0
0
 a 

m
onth first lieutenancy and try som

ething else. H
e and B

arbara w
anted 

to settle dow
n and open a filling station, but they lacked the capital. 

P
ow

ers tried to get a pilot's job w
ith com

m
ercial airlines, but they 

told him
 that at tw

enty-seven he w
as too old. 

A
t the tim

e P
ow

ers w
as shopping around for a new

 job, the L
ock-

heed people in B
urbank, C

alifornia, w
ere shopping around for pilots 

in connection w
ith a new

 program
. T

he program
 w

as the brainchild 
of C

. L
. Johnson, L

ockheed's chief engineer. 
In 1954, Johnson had w

anted to test airplane engines and electrical 
system

s at high altitudes. H
e also w

anted to gather data for L
ockheed's 

prize fighter plane, the F
-104 S

tarfighter. T
o carry out this program

, 
he designed a plane that could stay at high altitudes for long periods 
of tim

e. H
e called the plane the "U

tility 2," or U
-2. L

ike the m
an w

ho 
invented the m

agnifying glass because he w
anted to be able to see the 

barbs on pepper grains, Johnson designed the U
-2 for a com

pletely 
different purpose than the one w

hich brought it notoriety. 
T

he U
-2 is essentially a glider or sailplane w

ith a turbojet engine. 
T

hanks to its long w
ings, light fram

e, and special fuel, it is able to 
reach

 altitu
d
es clo

se to
 1

0
0
,0

0
0
 feet an

d
 cru

ise alo
n
g
 fo

r h
o
u
rs at 

7
0
,0

0
0
 feet at a sp

eed
 o

f 5
0
0
 m

iles p
er h

o
u
r. T

h
e p

lan
e is so

 lig
h
t 

that its w
ings flap like a giant insect's w

hen it is close to the ground, 
and the m

ain landing gear is no m
ore than a strut w

ith tw
o w

heels. 
T

he U
-2 w

as a costly plane to build; special attention had to be paid 
to joints and riveting to insure a sm

ooth surface and keep friction dow
n 

at high altitudes. 
T

he first m
odels, tested in early 1955 and hand-built in L

ockheed's 
ex

p
erim

en
tal d

ep
artm

en
t, w

eig
h
ed

 1
7
,7

2
0
 p

o
u
n
d
s, in

clu
d
in

g
 fu

el 
tanks w

ith a thousand-gallon capacity, and had a w
ingspan of eighty 

feet. T
h
e ran

g
e o

f th
ese early

 m
o
d
els, w

ith
 ex

tra fu
el tan

k
s u

n
d
er 

the w
ings, w

as about 2,600 m
iles. 

T
he U

-2 w
as pow

ered by a single P
ratt and W

hitney turbojet engine 
and used a specially refined kerosene fuel. T

his fuel, outrageously 
ex

p
en

siv
e to

 d
istill, h

as a b
o
ilin

g
 p

o
in

t o
f 3

3
0
° F

ah
ren

h
eit, ab

o
u
t 

tw
ice that of norm

al jet fuels. T
he high boiling point is essential for 

long flights at high altitudes, for it keeps evaporation losses at a m
ini-

m
um

. 
E

quipped w
ith these special features, the plane could continue to  

C
lip

p
ed

 W
in

g
s fo

r th
e U

-2
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clim

b until the air grew
 so thin it could no longer sustain the giant 

w
ings. T

his com
bination of thin air that slow

s the plane dow
n and 

increasing drag of the critical M
ach num

ber' (the closest the plane can 
get to M

ach 1, at w
hich point it breaks the sound barrier) is know

n as 
the "coffin corner." A

nother danger at high altitude is the flam
e-out, i 

as P
ow

ers w
as to learn. T

he thinner the air, the likelier the turbojet 
en

g
in

e is to
 stall, b

ecau
se it is n

o
t g

ettin
g
 an

 ad
eq

u
ate su

p
p
ly

 o
f 

oxygen. F
lam

e-outs w
ere not infrequent at 90,000 feet w

hen the U
-2 

w
as being tested, and the pilot w

ould have to glide to a low
er altitude 

to restart the engine. T
he disadvantage of the special U

-2 fuel, know
n 

under the designation of M
IL

-F
-255524A

, is poor altitude restart. In 
case of a flam

e-out, the pilot had to drop 30,000 or 40,000 feet before 
h
e co

u
ld

 start th
e en

g
in

e. T
h
is tu

rn
ed

 o
u
t to

 b
e th

e U
-2

's m
ajo

r 
hazard. 

W
hen the L

ockheed people saw
 how

 successful the high-flying jet 
glider w

as, they told the A
ir F

orce about it, and the A
ir F

orce bought 
several U

-2s in the sum
m

er of 1955 for joint research it w
as carrying 

out w
ith the A

tom
ic E

nergy C
om

m
ission. In A

ugust, 1955, the A
ir 

F
orce released photographs of golf links taken at 50,000 feet, probably 

from
 a U

-2; on one link, tw
o golf balls could clearly be seen. 

In 1955, P
resident E

isenhow
er cam

e back from
 the G

eneva C
on-

ference discouraged by the rejection of his "open skies" policy. T
he 

policy, in effect, w
ould have allow

ed planes to collect reconnaissance 
data over foreign countries. T

he plan w
as offered as a kind of inspec-

tion system
 that could lead to disarm

am
ent and further the cause of 

w
orld peace. B

ut the R
ussians w

ould have none of it, reasoning that 
they had nothing to gain by it. T

hey could get data from
 their spies 

o
n
 lo

catio
n
 an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 w

ell su
p
p
lied

 o
v
er th

e y
ears w

ith
 

aerial photographs of m
ilitary installations and key industrial and 

urban centers. T
he open skies plan w

ould have been a boon to the 
U

nited S
tates, w

hich has a m
uch tougher job of collecting data in 

the R
ussian police state, 40 per cent of w

hich is closed to foreigners, 
and m

any parts of w
hich are off lim

it even to S
oviet citizens. 

T
he Joint C

hiefs of S
taff w

ere like three blind m
en w

hen it cam
e 

to S
oviet targets. If a w

ar broke out they w
ould not know

 w
hat to 

b
o
m

b
, o

th
er th

an
 th

e larg
e cities, an

d
 ev

en
 th

ere, th
ey

 h
ad

 little 
• M

ach num
bers relate to the speed of sound under various conditions; M

ach 
is rated

 at 7
5
9
 m

p
h
 at sea lev

el, b
u
t in

 th
in

n
er atm

o
sp

h
ere it is so

m
ew

h
at 

less than that. 
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planes had been on m
ission over S

oviet territory and that the note w
as 

a plot to hinder the im
provem

ent of international relations. T
he w

riter 
of an article in S

o
vietsky F

la
t, one of the R

ussian D
efense M

inistry's 
tw

o daily new
spapers, w

as grieved because "these flagrant violations 
coincided w

ith G
eneral T

w
ining's stay in W

est B
erlin." 

K
hrushchev echoed this grief in a speech at the C

zechoslovak E
m

-
bassy on M

ay 9, 1960. H
e said that "w

hen T
w

ining w
as here, w

e w
el-

com
ed him

 as a guest, and w
ined and dined him

. H
e left our country 

by air and next day sent a plane flying over our country at a great alti-
tude. T

his plane flew
 as far as K

iev." K
hrushchev then gave vent to 

the type of scatological jest he stem
s to favor. "A

ll that T
w

ining m
ay 

be com
pared to is an anim

al that does its dirty doings right w
here it 

cats," he said. 
T

hus, the R
ussians knew

 alm
ost from

 the start of the U
-2 program

 
that their air space w

as being violated, but did not connect the over-
flig

h
ts w

ith
 th

e w
eath

er p
lan

es u
n

til tw
o

 y
ears later. A

 M
ay

 1
9

5
8

 
article in the S

oviet A
ir F

orce N
ew

spaper, S
o

viet A
via

tio
n

, indicated 
that the G

R
U

 w
as looking into the operations of the U

-2 because the 
plane "lacks all identification m

arks indicating its m
ission." T

he article 
suggested that strategic reconnaissance w

as included in the versatile 
plane's m

ission. 
T

here w
as a healthy curiosity about the planes in countries w

here 
they w

ere based. In E
ngland, F

light M
agazine published an alleged 

photograph of the m
ystery plane in 1956 w

hich w
as no m

ore than 
a black blob w

ith w
ings traveling through the sky. T

he Japanese w
ere 

lu
ck

ier an
d

 it w
as a Jap

an
ese ed

ito
r w

h
o

 "b
ro

k
e" th

e sto
ry

 o
f th

e 
U

-2. 
In

 M
arch

, 1
9
5
8
, th

e Jap
an

ese m
ag

azin
e 

A
ir R

eview
 

published 
photographs of U

-2s landing in Japan, reportedly taken by a sixteen-
year-old aviation bug w

ho w
as standing at the end of the runw

ay and 
escaped the security check. A

nd in S
eptem

ber, 1959, som
e m

em
bers 

of a Japanese glider club unw
ittingly becam

e part of the secret. T
hey 

w
ere photographing landings at F

ugisaw
a field, a light-plane strip 

forty m
iles south of T

okyo, w
hen an unm

arked black turbojet m
ade an 

em
ergency belly-landing only a foot aw

ay from
 them

. T
hey approached 

the plane, shutters clicking, but the pilot instead of em
erging pulled 

th
e co

ck
p

it sh
u

t. F
ifteen

 m
in

u
tes later, a N

av
y

 h
elico

p
ter fu

ll o
f 

civilians landed at the field. T
he pilot opened his canopy and got out, 

C
lip

p
ed

 W
in

g
s fo

r th
e U

-2
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saying, "I'm
 O

.K
." T

he Japanese noticed that he had no m
arkings on 

h
is u

n
ifo

rm
 an

d
 w

o
re a p

isto
l at h

is w
aist. T

h
e civ

ilian
s w

h
o
 h

ad
 

arrived in the helicopter surrounded the plane and ordered the glider 
club m

em
bers aw

ay at gunpoint. 
T

he follow
ing day, E

iichiro S
ekigaw

a, editor of 
A

ir R
eview

, w
as 

given a description of the crash landing and put U
-2 and U

-2 together. I  
H

e noted in an article that the plane probably had a far greater range 
than that indicated by its fuel supply, since it seem

ed to be able to 
coast for m

iles like a glider. 
T

here w
ere six U

-2s based in Japan and daily flights w
ere reported. 

T
he Japanese expressed gratitude at the valuable w

eather data the 
U

-2s w
ere producing in tracking hurricanes. O

ther flights, unm
en-

tioned in official dispatches, w
ent north into the S

ea of O
khotsk and 

to the eastern seaboard of the S
oviet U

nion and south to the Y
ellow

 
S

ea and over R
ed C

hina, w
hose radar installations are prim

itive in 
' ' com

parison w
ith the S

oviet U
nion's. O

nly five m
onths before P

ow
ers 

crashed near S
verdlovsk, another article in S

o
viet A

via
tio

n
 gave design 

d
etails o

f th
e U

-2
 an

d
 said

 flatly
 th

at th
ey

 w
ere b

ein
g

 u
sed

 fo
r 

strategic reconnaissance. 

G
etting back to P

ow
ers, after tw

o interview
s in M

ay, 1956, he had 
filled out a questionnaire to the satisfaction of the C

IA
 and signed a 

tw
o-year contract in w

hich he pledged to keep his enlistm
ent secret, 

even from
 his w

ife. In the routine security clause of the contract, he 
w

as w
arn

ed
 th

at d
iv

u
lg

in
g

 an
y

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ab

o
u

t th
e C

IA
 an

d
 its 

activ
ities co

u
ld

 lead
 to

 ten
 y

ears' im
p
riso

n
m

en
t an

d
/o

r a $
1
0
,0

0
0
 

fine. H
e w

as told that once he w
as sent on m

issions, his salary w
ould 

be $2,500 a m
onth, w

ith $1,000 held back until successful com
pletion 

o
f th

e m
issio

n
. H

is m
ain

 jo
b
, as h

e u
n
d
ersto

o
d
 it, w

o
u
ld

 b
e to

 fly
 

U
-2s along the S

oviet border to pick up radar and radio inform
ation. 

If all w
ent w

ell, he m
ight get other duties. 

O
nce he had signed the contract, P

ow
ers w

as sent to the W
ater-

to
w

n
 S

trip
 b

ase in
 N

ev
ad

a fo
r h

ig
h

-altitu
d

e flig
h

t train
in

H
e w

as 
given a special flight suit that had been tested in an altitud i  

ch
kp  
lam

b
er. 

F
or tw

o and a half m
onths, registered under the cover nam

e at alm
er, 

he flew
 a U

-2, studying its special equipm
ent for intercepting radio 

and radar signals. In A
ugust, 1956, after having flow

n the U
-2 success-

fully over C
alifornia and T

exas, P
ow

ers w
as sent to the Inoiiiik base 
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Dear Dave, 

Your notes on Legend (4/5/78) and especiallt the excerpts from Sanche de Gramont's 
"The Secret afar," are significant in questioning .if not destroying) one of the basic 
and entirely unproven allegations in "Legend," that whatever uswald could have known 
about the U-2 was not known to other countries. 

The publication in the USSR and Japan demolieh any conjecture about secrecy. The 
visible design alone said very high altitude if the Js.ia had nu othee kno.ledge. 

I recall the flameout story as the first the CIA and. others put cut. t  have no 
idea of what really downed Powers. 

Howees,., for the Cuba missle crisis period the USSR eid have accurate high, 
altitude roc:cets. I prceun' they did not get developed overnight. I'LL ieclined to 
believe that in order to one them the UZSR had to have coinciding electronic capa-
bilities, regarllese of what Illpetein, without even a smell of proof, says. 

fiery good. 

If oee oC she atudentu wants to undertake a roeeareh project on this, such US 
pubs as Aviation Week might disclose more. 

The waste of time with CBS does make a good record. 

_Best, 


