SRR R R T

June 8, 1060

Mg. Asron Aeher, Baitor
Viking Press
625 Madigon Ave,;,

. '.— York. _’O!. 10088

Deay My, A.ﬁ’y

When Edward J, Epstein's Times Mogazine piece eppesred, gesred to- .
promote ths sale of “Counterples®, of which you sre the elitor, I {unedistely
wroke She Tines sharging sll refersnces $o me were designed as libe), were

~deliberately inaccurese, were skilfully distorted, or s gombination. With
its specisl enti-dietionsry definition of “presently”, the negazine editor
weole ue they were looking into my eomplaint snd I would hear from $hem
"preseatly”. Bessuse the Simes has sccoss $a ite sutbor #pd he eertainly -
hag scsess to the informetion allagedly mupporting his writing, $he silence
of the Times and Bpatein for tais leng interval €o not enoourage the helief
thet 1f you were %o mske s similer Yequest of your author it would be nore
productive, Nonethelsss, espesielly becsuse of the eredit and responsidility
he bestows upon you, I do suggess 1%,

| The longess footnots in "Counterplot® fs contrived to 1{del me.
Without golng into gread devail adout 1%, I suggest you undertsks to lesrn
for yourself if the guotation {a seourate, Lf %he meaning is distorted, 1f
¥ba ineident is conplately and falthfully presented ond, in fsed, Lif the
Wrposs is. As & begisuing point, separote from whed Bpstein shounld be sbis
to previde you, ®hy net sk yourself why Tred Fawgonh as asked %0 a0t 88 6@
walyup man (ke iz 38 arbist, not » phologrephar, es Epstein says) with enly

“one of sseh patr, . L s

: l‘oi night slso iik fo sxsmine Bo Pesuls of this ﬁﬂ.’. lﬂln Loy
yourself whether 1t wes part of $1e implisd plot to "frame” Thornley, If
Epstein ¢annot show it $o you, I een « snd will.

Bocauss 3t is part of s libel, you might ask Xpatein for the
iut!txc-uon of saying this was "sn effort %o help Gurrisen realize this plen”
freming snd falsely eharging Thornleyl, I 4think you should also ask for
vhat he tarefully elected to omit that exsedly ceineided, my viett %o *hornley's -
Slose friead and agent, Clins Bddow, snd what I then foreesst exd what X offored.

- As ny writing, whieh prececded Jerviscn's cherge,mekes cleer {snd
Epstein's writing mekes clear slso Bis fenilierity with my wrising), ay ine
torest 4n Thornley was and 1s 2ot relsted %o perjury. It 1s wry specifio.
However, for whatever it mey or may not be worth tg yow, I do %ell you thet
more then ons person told me of seeing Oswald snd ghornhy together in New
Orleauns, And here, hecause I think &t fair to prestme you ers s dseent men
of dsoent wmotive, you might ment to ssk your suthor for the justificasion of
the charge Sust awuu Reid is a prestitionar of "voodeo" ({n other formulations
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I doudbt very much if you have the slightest 1dea what kina of
book you edited. If you doubt the applicadility of what I write $he Times,
send me & copy and I will emnotate it for you, not only as it relstes to ne.
On » subject that A14 not require it, this earns for itaelf the distinetion
of being ths most dishonest, contrived that ™Y. I 4o not recsll eny book
waere tis natursl gifts of the author haw been ag skilfully spplied.

And I premme you ere unwilling to bLelieve this, Mja@ont to the
cited libel of me 43 & lengthy section on Dave I4fton end rry “hornley sna
the ellegation Garrison was designing e frame of ons John Rene Heindell, Waet

- L £1nd totally Tacking s eny reference %o any affidavit executed by Thomiley

and midwifed by Lifton, Certsin an sutloy as thore ing end peinstaiing
&8 yours condu¢ts a thorough investigation (should specify of his sources
eleo?), the representation of the books If, as seens to be the case with the
Times, your inquiry is fruitless, I will supply you with e oDy,

48 8 matter of faot, X will also m.pfly 8 ¢opy of the "letterm
to Neweomd ~ and you mey wonder whether or mot 4 can Spell my own neme when
Jou read it But I think you should firet ssk your suthory.

- 1 suggest thase things 88 convenient touchstones, They are far
from isolated instances, The orror is pmymesting and eannot be sccidental,
If you for one minute cueation this, I extend %o Jou en wngualified invisa-
$ion %0 come here snd I will €c owr 1t with you pege by Pege and give you
¥het 4s so artfully misrepresented with such consummate sclence,

Alms, the mother has no wsy of knowing the nature of the monster
who may be in her womd,

I d hépe you will dnquire fnto this (for 1t s your owa reputasion
that 1a at stake), X you got no Fe2ponss or none shat hes mesning, I do ene
tourage you to ascept my invitesions (otherwise $hey ere unaccepted challenges).
4nd 1f they in any wey diepute what I R87, ask me to support whet I say ang

Once before we had & btriet obﬁ.n&nﬁnﬁo. You 41d not then look ihto
{he souree of the material sdded o "Inquest”, I aid, I have learnsd how
Bpstein got 1t and that,min feot, it wes my materisl.

In this spiris, I commend ¥ou on the real gstohy title of the
Prologue of “Countarploy”, "Osmald in New Orleens”, As you just might not
know, from the gareful omissions in "Counterplot”, I do -~ anl hove ~likad
that fornmlation.

Plsese excuse the haste with which I write you end f¢s fruit,
Vere I mot so preccoupled, I'4 8dcompany thie with photocopies I think
You'd find informetive snd {lluminating. Bus I do offer you the opportunity
to recepture your integrity if I am gorrect in delieving that as the edd tor,
vith the responsidilities I helieve are thosa of edisors inithis fiela,
thet da involved,

Sincerely,

Herold Weisterg



