Epstein's book axd its thoorizing 2/19/78

Plaua:bility 4= no longer relavant. The thcory that Nosenko was & disinformation
agent is not oven rezsonsble when it is compared with what ho tol. the CIi avout other
than Oswald and 4% cunnot serve the slleged purpose of disinforming, bassd on what in
known of what sScsenko said to the FEI, It likevise i spparent thut Hononko has no fear
of being killed or he would not be msking hin-elf available to others, like Barrom and
Bpetein., That Nosenke was being interviewed and for s bnok I imow soveral years ago. iy
source was I thdak on 4P reporter named “artim, I know it wes 4P, So how sseret was lNoeenkp
eopdng Mrsell, hov much wes the CIA worried sbout his®

If 12e CIs rezliy believed this nonsense iy could and would have broken Hosenko
during e three years it keyt Mo isclated at sap Pearry. XeCons ultimetely told Dan
Schorr on cavera that the Cl4 was satisiied that Hosenko stacked okay.

Hote that the Rus=iens did FOT supply records confirsing Nosenko's story. 4nd that
as of the Wme he told this svory it wes not kmown that Vswald was anti-Soviet, purt of
what the Rus:dan 1iles diselose, socording to Nosenko. Fot knouing about Nosenko in late
1964 snd sarly 1965 I do go into thie in Kidtewnsh, from the svallable W records.

There is an slement of despsration in ali of this. Part of the Post's account of tha
Jex York article resinds se of a strange apjrosch %0 - several years ago, rougoly
cofinciding in time with both the aminding of FOIA and the Hookefeller

The UI4 rehired Rocca to do a roport for the Hockefeller Comnigsion., Rocoe taices
thie inorediule lins in that report. e goo- farthur and tries to resurrcct the thoroughly
diseredited Alvarada Ugartes febriocutions, They are designed to make Uswald the assasin
#With “uban beoking,.

Rooca mosns Angleton, sngleton is publicly oredited with being an Epatsin consultant.
The prieor CLi/Angleton/Barron/Readers Digest conneotions nesd not be repeated here.

I reseivel several phons calle frow o man wish e heavy lHusaian apcent. jle eslled
Einself “ilr, Hartin,” de wanted to seet sith ne, 50 spysared to ko reluctant to come
kere. [e indicated he llved in the Whoaton area, without identifying that DO suburb
by name, Je I arrenged & meeting in Rockeville on & day I hud %o be 4in RBocikville anyway.

Ve chatted snd shopred together for a widle, lls idsntified ne by my mmm carrvying a
eopy of Widtewash IV (for whioh he has suver paid) while I browsed in the Escklnger store.
(Thet he hes e home with a gurden is spparent from the sseds he purohgsed) We them lunched
at an inexpeasive resksurent sdjacent to “echingerdu. lr. Martin wented asonycity so I made
Lo effort to waich hdw as ke left ani get the Lisatification of his auto.

Fr, “artin wac not rerely enti-Soviet and anti-X0B - he wes anti anti-Soviets, especially
Hozenko, “» was bitter and 1llogiecal in hindenunciations of Sosenko. He had tnitially reised
the losenko subiset with my hy phose. 1 did not raine it with him, 1t is zy recoliection that
he did this in t<rus of “erroa’s bdook jCB.

If I had wante: to L-entify lir, fiertin, whom is pretty certsinly a Soviet defector and
with little lesc certainty a KCB @efector, it would have been simple, .n unkuown as oclate
could have psrikedin the sswe lot and photographed us as we walked, him as he left in his
oar, an. perhaps have follewsd. his without detmetlon, Lo thers weas some risk ia seciing me
and and moeting with me in pablie, perticularly as open a pluce as tho “echingor store and
its parking lote “t is hurdly within the Cla's claims of “national security" interest iu
secreqy related to defeators. =

I an not nov ertudn but I telisve that Tu, lertin sentionca e nase Colidsin, were
Honed u thi news scceunt. e coull, in fsot, heve been Golitais. Prior Glisagreomale
with losecko coul: gegtunt fov the inteaeity of ldc dislik: un the vacuousneas of his
denuncistion. o liovenkp= no procf, no reascn snd no Mdirg of hedrsd, After 10 FCLrce

Toie guy wavted to pinf the JFE ssssssination o the KSE znd on Honenke B8 Co-cor:pirators

e also knew of other Gelectors. 4e 1 rweall montionsd where sous werkted. Ve course
i have no way of knoving if truthfully or if he spoke of Maself, 1 whink ona worked at
FIM sn a transletor. (Sis Inglishk was goutd bui amccented, iulicative of leng contset with
the languags ss spoien here,)
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Hoover Alleged
Duped by a Spy

. 4178 By Jack Egan

; i U Washington Post Stafl Writers

NEW YORK—Former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoo-
ver was duped over a period of years by a Soviet
KGB intelligence agent code-named “Fedora” who
-‘"ﬁ, offered his services to the FBI in 1062 but was delib-
erately providing the FBI  director with
“disinformation,” according to an article in the

‘issue of New York magazine released yesterday.

The article, which deals with “moles”, or high
level counter-agents implanted in rival intelligence
organizations, is based on an upcoming book by Ed-
ward Jay Epstein, the author of “Inquest,” which 12
years ago severely criticized the Warren Commis-
sion and its report.

The new book, “Legend,” claim that Lee Harvey
Cswald, the assassin of President Kennedy, was re-
cruited by the Soviet KGB in Japan in the late
1850s, where as a Marine Oswald worked as a radar
operator at the Atsugi U2 base. It also speculates
that Oswald provided U2 information to the Soviets
which they used in.the interrogation of the late
Francis Gary Powers, the U2 pilot who was shot
down over the Soviet Union in 1960,

After Oswald's stay in Russia, the KGB, by this
account, constructed a “legend,” or cover story, that
would hide his KGB connections.

“The Soviets never intended for Oswald to kill
President Kennedy, but when he did, they sent a
fake defector, Yuri Nosenko, to the United States,
to tell a story that would corroborate Oswald's leg-
end” according to the convoluted articla, which
reads like an attempt at a defictionalized John le
Carre spy novel plot. *

Nosenko, Epstein alleges, approached the Central
Intelligence Agency in Geneva in January, 1964,
soon after Kennedy's assassination, claiming he was  *
the KGB officer who had superintended Oswald’s
file during his three years in Russia.

Nosenko “stated categorically that Oswald had
had no dealings with the KGB/' and then asked to
be allowed to defect because he claimed the KGB
had wind of his CIA contacts and therefor would
kill him if he returned to Russia.

The CIA brought him to the United States, given
his status as an Oswald witness (his information was
presented to the Warren Commission), but in turn
checked out Nosenko's “legend’ through “Fedora,”
who was the FBI's double agent.

Fedora confirmed Nosenko's claims, Epstein says.
DBut when the CIA discovered inconsistencies in No-
genko’s story, the agency suspected that Fedora had
also been deliberately supplying false information,
including the fake cover story.

Nosenko was subjected to intensive CIA interro-
pation, according to Epstein, because the agency
had been warned earlier by another Soviet defector,
Maj. Anatoli Golitsin, a senior KGB officer, “that
{he Soviets had planted one mole deep within the
CIA and another within the FBI, with the objectives
of promoting and advancing them to positions of
leadership in erican intelligence.” However, No-
senko never si cantly changed his story.

Epstein says he extensively interviewed Hoover's
deputy director, William C. Sullivan, who died last
year in a hunting accident, and Powers, who died
last year in a helicopter crash, along with 200 other
witnesses in gathering data for the book, which i8
supposed to trace Oswald's connections to Soviet
end Cuban intelligence agencles a3 well as the CIA.
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