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T
H

E
 E

V
ID

E
N

C
E

 review
ed .above identifies L

ee H
arvey 

,O
sw

ald as the assassin • of. President K
ennedy..and indicates 

that he acted alone in that event. T
hereis no evidence that 

he had accom
plices or that he w

as involved in anylconspiracy 
directed to' the assassination of the-:President. 

F
rom

 th
e W

arren
 C

am
m

laslan
 ?b

ear, 

M
cL

E
A

N
, V

a.—
I served

 on
.th

e staff 
of th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

. A
n

d
 at 

th
ou

gh
 it is vogu

ish
. to

,say'oth
erw

ise, 
'I 

th
in

k
 w

e w
ro

te a
 g

o
o

d
 .rep

ort. I 
con

tin
u

e to b
e am

azed
 at h

ow
 m

an
y, 

"
n

ew
"

 d
isco

v
eries th

a
t a

p
p

ea
r in

 
critica

l litera
tu

re w
ere d

iscu
ssed

' in
 

th
e rep

o
rt, a

n
d

 a
t h

o
w

 m
a
n

y
 p

eo
p

le 
a
re p

rep
a
red

 to
 d

ism
iss th

e rep
o
rt 

w
ith

ou
t h

avin
g b

oth
ered

 • to read
 it. 

A
ttention-getting criticism

 has proV
ed 

ea
sy

; w
e k

n
ew

 it. w
o

u
ld

 b
e w

h
en

 
w

e p
u

b
lish

ed
, in

•'2
6

 v
o

lu
m

es, th
e 

g
rea

t v
a

riety
 o

f ' testim
o

n
y

, .o
th

er 
evid

en
ce, sp

ecu
lation

 'an
d

, ru
m

or, th
at 

h
a
d

 co
m

e b
efo

re u
s.. ' 

B
u

t d
evisin

g a coh
eren

tan
d

 cred
ib

le. 
th

eo
ry

 to
 ex

p
la

in
 w

h
a
t h

a
p

p
en

ed
 h

t 
'D

a
lla

s o
n

 N
o
v
. 2

2
,. 1

9
6
3
—

o
n

e th
a
t 

isn
't forced

 to h
yp

oth
esize 'a n

u
m

b
er 

of d
u

p
licate L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald

s or 
a d

iob
olical com

m
an

d
"

 cen
ter w

ith
 ab

-
. solu

te con
trol over th

e th
ou

gh
ts an

d
 

action
s of th

e th
ou

sin
d

s.oep
erson

s' in
- 

volved
 in

 th
e even

ta an
d

-th
eir in

vesti-
gation

—
h

as p
roved

 -q
u

ite -a. d
ifferen

t,  
m

atter. 
F

or all• its in
evitab

le loose en
d

s, th
e 

O
reen

h
ission

's accou
n

t 'of th
e evid

en
ce 

in
 th

ose 26. volu
m

es rem
ain

s, eleven
 

years later, th
e on

ly 'really coh
eren

t 
accou

n
t th

at h
as b

een
 p

u
t forth

. 
R

ecen
tly

, h
o
w

ev
er, a

n
o
th

er set o
f 

issu
es h

as b
egu

n
 to su

rface—
h

avin
g to 

d
o n

ot w
ith

 th
e w

ay th
e C

om
m

ission
 

an
alyzed

 th
e in

form
ation

 to w
h

ich
 it 

h
a

d
 a

ccess b
u

t ra
th

er w
ith

 th
e w

a
y

 
th

e co
m

m
issio

n
 o

b
ta

in
ed

, o
r. m

o
re 

a
ccu

ra
tely

, th
e w

a
y
 it w

a
s p

ro
v
id

ed
 

its in
form

ation
. 

T
h

e C
on

u
n

ission
, of cou

rse, lack
ed

 
real in

vestigative resou
rces of its ow

n
 

an
d

 w
as th

erefore h
eavily d

ep
en

d
en

t,  

at least for lead
s, on

 th
e•G

overn
m

en
t's 

existin
g. in

vestigative agen
cies. 

T
o
 th

e ex
ten

t th
a
t w

e co
u

ld
, w

e 
ch

eck
ed

 th
e in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 -w

e w
ere 

fu
rn

ish
ed

,again
st oth

er in
form

ation
 w

e 
had f,u

u
i th

e sam
e or oth

er sou
rces, 

but such crass-checkingew
a.s obvitpusly 

,  
'of lim

ited
 valu

e. 	
. 
	

. 
N

atu
rally. w

e .w
ere :troubled -b

y. th
is 

in
vestigative d

ep
en

d
en

ce to an
 exten

t, 
b

u
t th

ere d
id

 n
o

t seem
 to

 b
e a

n
y

 
p

lau
sib

le aJterriative. w
ay of p

roceed
-

en
g

. W
ith

 a
 sta

ff co
m

p
rised

 a
lm

o
st ' 

en
tirely

 o
f la

w
y

ers, • w
e. w

ere n
o

t • 
stru

ctu
red

 as an
 in

vestigative agen
cy; 

a
n

a
ly

sis, a
sk

in
g
 th

e rig
h

t q
u

estio
n

s, 
an

d
 evalu

atin
g th

e altern
ative an

sw
ers. 

to •th
ain

 w
as w

h
atw

e, w
ere ob

viou
sly

,' 
su

ited
: to

. A
n

d
 th

a
t ;sim

p
ly

 seem
ed

' 
to

 b
e th

a
t. 	

, 	
. 
	

" 
E

leven
 years later,., it seern

e
eth

at: 
sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t sim

p
ly

' h
a

v
e b

een
 th

a
t. 

W
h

Y
r.lh

en
. d

id
 w

e n
ot m

ak
e an

' issu
e 

o
f it?

 H
o
w

 co
u

ld
 a

n
y
o
n

e, n
o
 m

a
tter • 

h
o

w
 in

ex
p

erien
ced

 in
 m

a
tters o

f 
in

vestigative p
olitics,. h

ave b
een

 • so 
o
b

liv
io

u
s to

 th
e risk

s-  of relian
ce on

 
th

e existin
g agen

cies for in
form

ation
 

in
 a

 m
a
tter lik

e th
is?

 
T

h
e ex

p
la

n
a

tio
n

, 1
 .th

in
k

, is th
a

t 
th

is w
as 1964, n

ot 1975. W
e W

ere all 
m

o
re in

n
o

cen
t a

 d
eca

d
e a

g
o

. S
in

ce 
th

a
t tim

e, to
 o

u
r co

llectiv
e so

rro
w

, 
w

e h
a

v
e lea

rn
ed

 m
a

n
y

 th
in

g
s. W

e 
h

ave learn
ed

, con
trary to w

h
at on

ce 
seem

ed
 com

m
on

 sen
se, th

at p
erson

s  

in
 h

igh
-p

laces w
ill, at su

b
stan

tial risk
 

to
 th

em
selv

es, co
v
er u

p
 fo

r th
e m

is-
d

eed
s o

f su
b

o
rd

in
a

tes .w
h

o
 seem

 o
f 

little , con
seq

u
en

ce. 
W

e h
ave learn

ed
 th

at in
vestigative. 

a
g
en

cies a
re' n

o
t th

e m
o
n

o
lith

s w
e 

on
ce th

ou
gh

t th
ey w

ere; th
at. sch

em
es

'  
o

f su
b

sta
n

tia
l m

o
m

en
t a

re p
ia

n
n

E
d

 
an

d
 som

etim
es execu

ted
 at relatively 

low
 levels; th

at th
e,3! m

ay b
eecarried

 
o

u
t b

y
 p

erso
n

s w
h

o
 , a

re in
 n

o
 tru

e' 
sen

se "
m

em
b

ers"
 o

f th
o
se a

g
en

cies 
b

u
t ra

th
er in

d
ep

en
d

en
t co

n
tra

cto
rs 

w
ith

 a
n

 o
n

-a
g
a
in

 o
ff-a

g
a
in

 so
rt o

f 
association

, an
d

 even
 th

at p
eop

le can
 

• 
 

b
a

led
 to

 th
in

k
 th

ey
 a

re w
o

rk
in

g
 fo

r 
su

ch
 agen

cies w
h

en
 in

 every official 
sen

se . th
ey , are n

ot 	
. 	

• 
In

 1984,, on
e h

ad
 to 'b

e a
 genuine 

rad
ical 'to tak

e seriou
sly:th

e th
ou

gh
t 

th
at oth

er F
ed

eral agen
oies•w

erew
ith

-
h

old
in

g sign
ifican

t ' in
form

ation
 from

 
th

e W
arren

 C
om

m
ission. 

in
 1

9
9
5
, it 

w
o
u

ld
 ta

k
e • a

 'p
erso

n
 o

f u
n

u
su

a
l 

.n
aivete to ign

ore th
at p

ossib
ility. 

I con
fess I p

erson
ally em

 on
ly p

artly 
reco

n
stru

cted
: .I still ca

n
n

o
t ta

k
e 

seriou
sly th

e n
otion

 th
at G

overn
m

en
t ' 

agen
cies 'w

ere in
volved

 in
 P

resid
en

t 
K

en
n

ed
y's assassin

ation
. 	

. • . 
I su

sp
ect th

at th
e facts, even

 assu
m

e.  
b

ig th
ey cou

ld
 all b

e learn
ed

, w
ou

ld
 

d
isclose a su

p
p

ression
 of n

oth
in

g m
ore 

sin
ister th

an
 evid

en
ce of in

ad
eq

u
ate , 

vigilan
ce •011 th

e p
art of th

e agen
cy 

or agen
cies con

cern
ed

. 

B
u

t 
h

o
w

ev
er th

a
t m

a
y
 b

e, It is 
im

p
ortan

t to d
istin

gu
ish

 th
e issu

e of 
how

 the W
arren C

om
m

ission analyzed 
th

e in
form

ation
 it h

ad
 from

 th
e issu

e 
of w

h
at in

form
ation

 oth
ers d

ecid
ed

 it 
w

a
s a

n
d

 w
a
s n

o
t to

 g
et. It seem

s to
 

m
e u

n
lik

ely
 th

a
t th

e d
a
ta

 w
e h

a
d

 
b

efo
re u

s w
o
u

ld
 • b

e a
n

a
ly

zed
 a

n
y
 

b
etter a secon

d
 tim

e th
an

 it w
as th

e 
first. N

or d
oes a secon

d
 an

alysis seem
 

likely to attaireany broader credibility. 
(I d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

 w
h

o
 • th

ere is w
ith

 
cred

ib
ility' to • m

atch
 th

e late C
h

ief 
Ju

stice E
arl W

arren
's.) T

h
at is w

h
y I 

h
ave alw

ays resisted
 su

ggestion
s th

at 
th

e in
vestigation

 b
e "

reop
en

ed
?' 

. B
u

t a
n

 in
v
estig

a
tio

n
 o

f h
o
w

 th
e 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 g
o

t its in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

, o
f 

w
h

a
t it w

a
s a

n
d

 w
a
s n

o
t p

ro
v
id

ed
, 

w
ou

ld
 n

ot b
e a re-exam

in
ation

, for th
e 

sim
ple reason'that it w

ent unexam
ined 

a
t th

e tim
e. 

P
erh

a
p

s h
is Is n

a
iv

e In
 Itselfs 

P
erh

ap
s th

ere is n
o realistic p

ossib
ility 

th
at th

ose in
 p

ossession
 of th

e facts 
b

earin
g on

 th
is issu

e w
ill ever reveal 

th
em

. B
u

t even
 th

at is som
eth

in
g w

e 
are en

titled
 to 'k

n
ow

. 	
_ 

C
ertain

ly I can
 im

agin
e n

o' reason
 

w
h

y th
ose of u

s w
h

o w
ork

ed
 on

 th
e 

rep
ort sh

ou
ld

-resist efforts to in
vesti-

g
a
te th

e m
ech

a
n

ism
s b

y
 w

h
ich

 th
e 

C
om

m
iss

ion 
. 

o
m

m
tio

n
 w

a
s p

ro
v
id

ed
 (o

r n
o
t 

provided) inform
ation. E

very A
m

erican 
is.,  en

titled
 

to
 

b
e a

n
g
ry

 a
b

o
u

t th
e 

recent disclosures and accusations, but 
'p

erh
ap

s ou
r en

titlem
en

t is th
e greatest 

of all. 

John H
art E

ly, w
ho is gen

eral cou
n

sel 
of 

th
e U

n
ited

. S
ta

tes D
ep

a
rtm

en
t o

f 
T

ransportation, 
w

ro
te th

is a
rticle in

 
h

is capacity as a private citizen
_ 

A
bout the E

vidence 
B

y Joh
n

 H
art E

ly 

ry 
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