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Viet Repbrts -
sified, CIA
Falsified,C
Anglsyst Says
37y
By Sanford J. Ungar
. WasMnxbonPoststn!l Writer
LOS ANGELES, March 6
An intelligence analyst for the
Central Intelligence Agency
testified in federal court here
today that American military
officials in Vietnam systemati-
cally falsified reports on t?\e
strength of the Gommunist
forces there during the late
1960s.
Samuel A. Adams, subpoe-
naed as a defense witnessum
the Pentagon Papers trial,
said that at one point when
Communist forces were actu-
ally increasihg in Vietnam, th'e
official U.S. estimates of their
numbers — sent to the White
House and released to the
press — were going down.
- This happened, he ex-|t
plained, because the U.S. Mili-|.
tary Assistance Command in
Vietnam (MACYV) deliberately
“removed components” of the
Communist forces from the
“order of battle,” which is thg
formal name of the intelli-
gence estimate of opposing
forces. o
Adams said it was his imp-
pression, after attending zpeet-
ings on the . subject in Saigon,
Honolulu and  at CIA head-
quarters in Langley, Va., that
this was done in 1968 as”“a re-
sult of - political: pressures
within the military to- display|
the enemy as weaker than he|
actually was.” - ;
'The CIA analyst suggested
from the witness stand thatf
Gen. Earle - C. Wheeler, then
chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, and Gen. William C
Westmoreland, then =~ com-
mander of MACV, had been
involved in the falsification of
the statisties.
As a result of the falsificaj
tion, Adams testified, the dis-
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other classified material from
the Rand Corporation in 1969,

One of the documents men- fense.”

tioned’ .in’.-the . indictment
against them is a 1968 assess-
ment by :Gen.. Wheeler of the

.jaffects of the = Vietnamese

Comnlunists’ Tet offensive.

" +'Lt. Gen." William G.- DePuy,
testifying for the prosecution

earlier in: the - trial,. said the
“order -of.‘battle” was one ‘of
the most : sensitive items' in
that document and that its dis-
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closure by Daniel Ellsherg and
‘Anthony J. Russo Jr. of top-se-.
cret documents containing the:
“order.of. battle’ would have
been’“virtually useless™ to: a:
| foreign natiom.. I RV
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‘trial here ‘on’charges of con-
'spiracy, espionage and>thieft
of}-government - property as a

result of their photacopying of
the " Pentagon™ Papers. ‘and
T

iin hypothetical terms.’

Tkilled, at least 3,000 captured,

“another country,”

‘closure }would",: bave  -endan.|
gered the _U.S.’ “national ; de-f

:~One paragraph® [in %’ the
Wheeler reporti cited by 'De-
Puy, an_assistant to'the Army
Chief of Staff, ‘sai o

“He ' .(the . Vietnamese
Communists) committed over
67,000. . combat ... maneuver
forces plus ' perhaps’ 25 -per
cent. or 17,000- more impressed
men and boys, for a total of
‘about 84,000. " He ' lost 40,000

‘and . perhaps: 5,000 disabled or
-died  of ‘wounds: He had
peaked his force total fa about
240,000 just before® Tet, by|
hard. recruiting; infiltration,
civilian - impressment, ' and
drawdowns on - service and
guerrilla personnel.” VRN
Adams, shown that para.|
graph ‘on a courtroom screen
today, said that every statistic|
in it was. unreliable. -~ -~ . |
. He* explained” that_the :240;-|!
X0 figure: included only the
Communists "*regulars,” |,
:‘,'guerrillas"’r -and " “Service
roops”—and even  those at|
ower than realistic levels’ "
‘Left out altogether, Adams
dded, were the ‘“self-defense
ailitia,” “secret self-defense,”
political cadres” and “assault ‘
ouths,” all of whom played-a
ole in the Communists’ war
ffort. Had they been in-
luded, the " intelligence ana-
yst said, as he stood at a easel
2 the middle of the court-|
oom tallying them up, the ac-
urate “order of battle” would
1ave been at least 440,000,
~Adams’ testimony whs con.|-
sidered especially significant,
because he is the only actual
intelligence. analyst to appear }
at the trial. "ol ok
He was' ablé “to-éxplain on
the basis of personal knowl.|
edge and experience -how jn-
telligence gathering' and anal-
ysis works, while previous wit-"
nesses for both sides have 'tes-
tified on this point primarily

« A direct descendant of John
Adams, the. second president |
of the United : States, he pro-
vided a- brief chronicle of his
career at the CIA; where he
first studied, the’ Congo. and|
then, until April of last year|
the Vietcong’ He' 'sgid he is
now . assigned’’ 'to"’

‘When: he first




