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Defense Dwells on Secrets
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"and Character of War
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EOS ‘ANGELES, Feb. 8—The
Jury .in the Pentagon papers
trial “$tarted today to get an
"educatuon" about the Viet- j o
nam war and also about docu-
ments that the Government -
cont&m&s contain mrlitary sec-
rets. . -

The educatxon, offered by the

deféiise, is shaped to influence|

the"]ury to decide that it was
a badi,war, and further, that

what oné person considers a|

" miljtary secret another may feel
is -only an interesting bit of
histeEy.

This is being done through
the, ¢rbss-examination of Brig.
Gen. Paul F. Gorman, the pro-
seGition’s major witness, who
was the senior ranKing military
officef, on the panel that put

together the Pentagon - papers
and,who was assigned by thd
Army to work on this case as
an éxpert witness.

Taday was his third day
ungéf’, cross-examination.  Pre-
viously, he had testified to the
effect .that disclosure of the
Pentagon papers ' could have
heﬁ . Hanoi during the war

,therefore, had damaged
thig country’s national defense.
PPLU. 1st add ellsberg

-New Line of Questioning

Baniel Elisherg and -Anthony

. Blisso Jr. are accused of eight
counts of espionage, six of theft
end one of conspxracy To prove
espionage, ' the Government
mul, ‘first prove that the na-
tional defense was damaged by

acts..
ml.eonm‘d B. Boudxn. one of
Dr.Elljberg’s attorneys, started
the cross-examination, attempt-

Y fo° destroy General - Gor-:

J an's..credibility as an expert
wlﬁ; s on intelligence matters,
end as a military expert in the|
field of foreign relations.

Y¢sterday and today, Leonard
1. Weinglass, one of Mr: Russo’s
attarpeys, undertook the cross:
examination. His job. seemed to
be fa.educate the jury about
the war and about military se-
cretgand to show.that much of
the information contained in the
Penfagon papers had beent pub-
lic knowledge before the papers
werg disclosed. -

He--also sought to give the
jurprs; their first slight knowlk
ie:}:ge at. somewhere the;le ex-!

Government analyses
sbo%ggtthat ‘disclosure of the
'papers. did not damage the na-
.tional~defense. Presumably, he

wanted to whet the jury’s appe-

®
»

tite for those anatyses. :
Portions  of such’ analyses
have..been ruled. by, United
States. District Court Judge Wil-
liam Matthew Byrne Jr., who is
presiding to be exculpatory ma-
teriali—— that .is, material in
therhands of the Government

that:would tend to‘prove thel

innocence of the defendants: He

ordered the material turned|,

over to the defense. -
SEXCerpts Read to Jury

1!‘.1ghteen volumes of the 47
volame Pentagon papers ‘are
involved in this case, and today!
Mr. Weinglass started going
throogh each one and having
General Gorman ' read excerpts
fronr'them to the jury.

with-the year 1954, he had the
generdl ‘read that the “loss of

-even all of Indochina. is no

longer “considered to lead to
therloss of all Asia to the Com-
muhists,” a statement that con-
tradisted one of the major jus-
tifications American officials
had ':long used to continue the

He-also had General Gorman
read'this line from a National
Intelligence Board estimate: that
“Almost certainly [the South
Vietnamese Government] would
not'Be able to defeat the Com-
mumsts in a countryw1de elec-

tiof.”The board is the United
States’ highest intelligence unit,
corfsisting of :this nation’s top
six intelligence officials.

Vhether the defense was
making its points clear to the
jury, 9r whether the jury was
acceptln them as valid only
timg_ will tell. Eleven of the
12, jurors and six alternates
car;ﬁgg notebooks ‘and pens or

Agood portlon of the day

was.spent in’ having the general f

read excerp ts” from a volume

that JRe ‘had worked on’ ‘{Ilth :

Dr; Elisberg.
'"-mneads From Article

euera.l also- read: from
anB‘tﬂe‘r document, .a- secret
memorandum written by Ed-
wadrd 0. Lansdale, now a brig-
adar g:yneral but durmg much
of the Vietnam war a top agent
of the Central Intelligence Age
cy /" ¥Hio worked in Vietnam. -

fhe- Lansdale memorandum

‘that the United . States|

could “not “help-create ‘a- Fas-
¢ist”3tate {in South Vietnam]
and. then get angry. when it
dogsn’t act like a democracy.”

“Weinglass also had the‘

genem read froman article in
“The. Journal of Foreign Af-
faixg” for. April, 1966, written

¥ another C.LA. agent, George

Erom one volume, deahng ‘gressiona.l'Record. '

1 . — [

A.. Garver Jr.-Much of the ma-
terial in the article covered the
same events that were covered
in portions of the Pentagon
papers. .

‘He also had the general read
 similar material from the Con-

'“The Congressional Record
is a public document isn’t it?"
he asked.

“Absolutely,” rephed the gen-
eral,

This,” of course, touched on
the public domain. It was also
offered apparently to show that
what - General Gorman .consid-
ered military secrets Mr. Gar-
ver and the Congressxonal Rec-
ord seemed to thmk was mere-
ly history. '

‘The general was next asked
to- read a statement from a
Pentagon study  that said the
national defense had not been
affected by the release of a
particular -volume of the pa-
pers. The study was written
by William Gerhard, an intelli-
gence expert.

“If you had seen the Ger-
hard study, would his. conclu-
sion - have altered - your own
opinion?” the  general was.

asked. i

“Not necessanly ? .

“Would ' the:. geneml have
taken it into.account? : -

“No, Ldon’t beheve so,” was
-{the answer. -

L “You would heve just : dis-

regarded it?”

““Yes, 1 would ' have ‘disre-
garded. it,” General' Gorman re-
plied. L




