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Justlce Dept.
Held Lax
"On Pzpelmes

A trial lawyer with 15 years'
-experience "in’the Justice' De-
partment’s ‘Antitrust Divisi )
charged yesterday ‘that the de. |-
partment has substituted “per-
petual investigation!’: gor ﬂllng
'a‘lawsuit that, ‘possibly within |
a year; wonld bring an ans\wer
from the Supreme Court toan B
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 House Small Business subcom-|.
- mittee .was told by ‘Robert L.
s erght, a tt!ial lawyer in’ thet:
¥ division from 1948 to 1849 and 3
la top assistant from -1961 to '
1935, L -
Wrighl charged tha the In-
terstate Commerce Commis-
sion,. which “also has jurisdie-
tion * over -joint-véntire ‘pipeé-
‘lines, as common carrlers, sim i
ilarly has “done nothing.”. T
. “But<ICC" Chairman Geor e
‘M. Stafford - said - that  his
‘agencyis forcing the law and
that..if ' 1 Congress ~ wants]|.
changes it~ .should enact new
legislation, - . E

Wi t testiﬂed “Everybody
knows’ that- Joint ownersh!y of7.
a - pipeline: "by “‘twol; or-. more
‘imajor_oil” éompanies*~has. at :
least-two:: lntt-competiti ef:| -
;| fects . .. it eliminates- ‘compet- |
‘|tion . between the owners; it -
also’ resulty_ in - competition.:-
'| against-indépendent oil ‘produ-
cers and reﬂners." RN
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