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By Sanford J. Ungar -
Washington Post Steff Writer
LOS ANGELES, July 18 —
ntil the administration :of
fohn F. Kennedy, the U. S.
Joint Chiefs of Staff kept
their annual “war plan” a se-
cret from the President and
the Secretary of Defense, Dan-
el Ellsberg claimed today.
Ellsberg, a defendant in the
Pentagon papers trial in fed-
eral court here, also swore in
an - affidavit: that, as a re-
searcher on, “crisis decision-

‘making” for the federal gov-

ernment, he had access to files
“whose existence was a secret
from the Secretary of De-
ense.”

He contended, further, that
in late 1968, after President
Nixon was elected but before
his inauguration, his staff—of
which Ellsberg was a part —
freely handled classified docu-
ments “outside the classifica-
tion system” at the pre-White
House headquarters in New
York’s Hotel Pierre.

The affidavit, filed as jury
selection in-the case contin-

- Jued, was aimed at establishing

Ellsherg as an expert on the
life;, habits and philosophy of
persons  who hold = security
clearances and on secrecy in
government. -

Projecting trom his own ex-
perience, Ellsberg said, any-
one holding a current clenr-

- “unless. he :is heroic
enouxh to risk or sacrifice his
chances “of continued or im.
proved access to. secret data

. cannot be party to acquit-
tinz someone who s widely
believed . :. to have broken se-
curity regulations.”

Ellsberg’s affidavit was a
last-ditch effort to strike all
people - with, clearnnces from
the jury.

He implied that untll he and
Anthony Russo " disclosed the
Pentagon papm — the act for
which ‘they are now on trlal
charged ‘with upionage, theft
and conspiracy — he could not
have qualified u -a. Juror ‘in
such'acase. . .

“From 1959 an‘:c virtually all
of - my ' personal - associates
were - from what could be
called ‘the cleared commu-
nity’: eivilian and military pro-
fessionals whose “jobs' and
whole ' careers. depended on
their " maintaining security
clearances,” he said. %

Trac.ag  his ¢areer :in gov-
ernment and with the Rand
Corp., & defense-oriented think|
tank in nearby Santa-Monica,
Ellsberg described “my; own
sense of physical shock” on
discovering in 1969 that classi-
fied special intelligence’; re-
ports were “routinely Lvlng
unguarded on desks in the Ex-
ecutive Offiee Building rooms
of the National Security Coun-
cil staff.”

“In high level offices in the
defense department," he said,

special couriers wh normally
waited while they were read;
they could not be held over-
night, left unguarde? or- han
That wmeﬁmber

ma 4 said
as ‘classified -“higher than

would real!ze the Penta-
gon. papers, .of US:
lnvolvement "in*. Southéast
Asia, does® not reveal “either
cryptographic . or . nuclear
weapons data,”: isince they
were marked “only” top se-
cret, Ellsberg pointed out. -

“such reports were:carried by -

tiated in government security

‘spective .jufors. in e case

may have been schooledin. the .
rules of gscrecy, as he was, by
making . mistakes that . pro-
duced “ominous responm.

“He descrlbed for example,
havirg his:: shlpment "to. the
Middle East with a Marine
battalion . delayed  in 1986,
when a secu:ity officer discov-
ered a copy.of a letter Ells.
berg had wrifjen toa college
professor, saying that “we had
been briefed that my battalion
was. likely; to be invoived in
combat in ‘the Medlterranean;

; Corp,,
Ellsberg said; he was-¢ited for
‘security violations and warned
that he might lose his clear- ]
ance and job because he had
not ‘adequately /spdi‘the diak
‘on the . security: safgz in hisoff
fice every night. w i 3
" '“Spinning. safe dials Becm;«

a physical;. reflex - to: me,” he'

said, because, of, concern t3
keephisjob L
‘| Jurors in’ the case whonaw
have ‘clearanees -or; once
Ellsbherg ' added,: mlght«bq;
shocked- to heat testimony:
that - some. govérhmient otﬁ-}
cials ‘do not apply the strI&
reguhuons they have: ‘
taught are ltandard operatin :
procedure, .

Such a: juror ‘will probnbly
have come. to recoil; !iimselly
from : the .thought of sich de-
pnrtures ‘whether. or not hhey.
appear to tréaten national .

F curity, because he has learn

—in -ways -that must foil nny
admonitions in & courtroom, to
‘put’ such memories from his
mind’—that - they - definitely
and immed.tatelv threaten pers
sonal retribution, perhaps af-
fecting one’s col.leagues," w
berg said. . - - :

i

He suggested thg'; many pro-|




