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Your reference:

Our reference: GN85/99/1 METROPOLITAN
POLICE

Date: 28 July, 1999

METROPOLITAN POLICE SERVICE

Mr Lyndon Paul Barsten Records Management Branch

2301 Hamiet Ave. South

Minneapolis Wellington House
MN 55405 67-73 Buckingham Gate
USA London SW1E 6BE

Telephone 0171-230 1212

Direct line 0171-230

7187

Dear Mr Barsten
RECORDS RELATING TO THE MURDER OF THE REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING

| refer to your original letter of 16 January and subsequent telephone conversations with this office.

Firstly, may | offer my apologies for the delay in being able to provide you with a full reply to your <<
enquiry. This has been due to the fact that, despite extensive enquiries, we have been unable, so far, =
to trace our original records relating to the armest and extradition of James Earl Ray. We have,
however, been successful in locating copies of some of the papers from the original file and copies of

these, together with copies of some later reports, are now enclosed. | must also apologise for the ;
poor quality of some of these copies due to the fading on the original copies from which they were
taken.

| appweciate that these papers do not constitute a full set of the original records but it is all we have
been able to trace at the present time and | trust that they will be of assistance. Should the original
records come to light | will, of course, contact you again.

| would be very grateful if you could acknowledge receipt of these papers.

Finally, may | again apologise for the delay in replying.

Yours sincerely

M-Jébzam

Andrew Brown
Assistant Departmental Record Officer
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HOME OFFICE 2

Queen Anne’s Gate London SWIH 9AT . ::-::_;’AJ 4
Direct line or-213 5144 ' ¥ 3 AP _"*";
Switchboard o1-213 3:2@ '.{A:_']_; = (] j‘k i~

D/C R Wall Your reference

co cz2 )

Metropolitan Police Our reference “‘Nh‘ |ﬁ\f34l\
New Scotland Yard ) o

Broadway i > Octover 1978
Sl ®

Dear it Wall, . !
JAMES EARL /m.{y . 4

I refer to the telephone conversation which my colleague Tom Wilkie had
with you zbout the enclosed letter from-the above: you kindly agreed to
assist us. :

Ray has asked a number of gquestions about his arrest and detention for
extradition purposes in June 1968 and, since the information about matters of
specific police concern is not available from our papers, I should be grateful
if you could supply us with information to enable us to prepare a reply. R
Ray alleges that a former Metropolitan Police officer (Mr Anthony Alexaqge. Elst)
made a statement to the Select Committee of the United States House of
Representativerinvestigating the murder of Martin Luther King and, if this
statement is available, it would be helpful if we could have a copy.

. Yours sincerely
e',fl jerao =Fe- P

tnast - 6% 24
. . M J HILL
e Vo S 4 L -{'5\ gl
OG- ARoa o iz T T vade ) Lp




HOME OFFICE
Queen Anne’s Gate London SW1H 9AT

Direct line or-213
Switchboard o1-213 3000

Your reference

Commander A& W Lampard

C5 Branch g&ﬁﬂl?/?% c5(3)
New Scotland Yard
Broadway SW1 ' . g}:f/?s 1/39/40

6 December 1978

\DGur Com.\.u ada - LC&MPCLI'd
US HOUSE SELI‘ET COIMI'I’EE oN ASS&SSINATIOIB

: a‘ttach a copy of a further letter we have received from James Earl Ray.
It does not seem to us to raise any new points on which we need seek your
advice., It would however be helpful in dealing with any further corresp-
ondence if you could let us know when Mr Eist was tried and details of

- the charges of which he was acquitted.

There remains the queries in Ray's earlier letters to the Home Secretary

and the Commissioner and, (unless you have already dealt with this),

the Select Committee's request for the dates and times during the extradition
proceedings that Ray was removed and returned to custody at Wandsworth
Prison. The information we can ourselves provide is limited, since a

search of the prison records at Wandsworth has failed, to 'trace Ray's

file « (I do not think there is anything sinister in "this 1). All we could
say is that in 1968 the prison regulations stipulated that a prisoner

could be interrogated by the police only if he consented. As regards Ray's
court appearances, our files indicate that he appeared at Bow Street on 10th,
1&th 2nd 27th June and Znﬁ, 9th and 16th July 1968 but we cannot give details
of times. .

I think it would be our intention 1o reply to Ray by saying that much of
the information he requests-is no longer available but that such information
as exists has been supplied to the Select Committee 2t their request. I
imagine ten years after the event your own researches will not have throuwn
up much relevant information either. We should however be grateful for
confirmation of this and also if you could let us kmow how the most recerrl:
‘visit of the Select Committee staff went.

|°‘“" —"i’\-Ce--e.QL_\
. &dd Q e
(B e,
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This letter is
British

stztion

letter o encuiry concerning

pricons,-sné an overnight stay in the

in June)July, 19:8.

spect in the murder of Dr. Martin Luther King jr.
is your office may know, 2 select ComﬂlutEE of the United States House
of Fepresentatives *; invastigating the slforemeniionsd zurder and in the
ccurse of said i:vest gztion hos recently obtszined a statemznt, implicating'
me in said murder, from a fornea member of Scotland Yard z, Mr, ianthony

trexender Eist ("™r. Bisti").
Bist'ec statement; if not I would respec*fully
read it in order that your office might repl;

follovuss

%
[

Was ‘r. Pist locked in th
over-night in the Comnon 3tresst S n?

cre the h;mss of ths

& é- Yhat
vho were 1oched over-night vith =z in the Cinnon
3. D3d gitler of the oillicers
auikorities, es falding o oral stzilexenti
ghorily after my debrinnant in Csulon 3Sireet

o

Perhzns your ofiice is conversant

my incazrceration in two

Cznzon Streat deteining

I wos detzined in the aforementioned as a

vith #r.
supzest one of your aid's
to the znquires listecd as

detainirg cell with me

British n92lice ofZicers
Sireet station ?
t2 Rritish

to the Zing

guoate nme,

murder

=2 the xumber of tines,

vhen ever T was transfersd Srca prison ic a court »rocecding in cle Beiley
- 5. Anpro:izately how nauy officers were present whem I
vhen I was periodicazlly iransportsd %o ole E:iley for a court kearing 2
€. Undex szid trancfer guidelines, would it have been
possible fo mo o moxe zn extended oral stziement to ¥r. Eist without
other of:crs hesxding it 9
. 7. “hzt wers the suidslines concerning the nunber of cilic
required %o be in my imcscdiate prassats durinz izs aforemeniicned transiers
8. aring the veriod I British
prisone, wss there 2 sison pelicy thal shizulated thal nmo-pricomer could t
interrosrtod by Scotlani Yurd of:icars, pelicezen, ecit., tithout the
censent of the prisczer 7
Q. Dose safid Trlizon resards re’lect thst only cne Britisk
r2lice of_icer, Surt. Thomaes Ewilszr, raguested permiszicn to sez me and,
th=t L refussi =




10. Toes said prison records reflect thet I was ever
interropgated or interviewed by any British policeman, goveriemnt
official, ect., while I was incarcerated in said prisons ?

11. oes your office nosess any "erzl statement" reduce to
vriting in the aforsmentioned murder by me 2

I would not impose on your office in this mzotter except that

it is a serious mattér, not only to me & the select committee
but a matter of public interest, not to mention the integrity of
the British police system.

4 Respectfully:

‘cc: Select Committee on assagsinations X’ZQ‘
U.S. House of Representatives = | =/ C/’
Wachington, D.C...20515. _ et :

" 0

Mr. Mark Lzne, ESQ. ‘
715 Ocean Front Walk, #lL-
Venice, Czlifornia...0291,

/ﬂ




No. $591A

MP IR

STATEMENT OF WITNESS
(C.J. Act, 1967, ss. 2, 9; M.C. Rules, 1968, r. 58)

Statement of ........ Chrlsto_pherBAXTER A S

Age of Witness (Date of Birth) Over21__

QOccupation of WimessDetectlveConstable__

Address and Telephone Number............... Sldcquoln.ceStatlon,
' 4 'R' Division.

This st§temem."' consisting on) pages each signed by me, is true to the best of my knowledge
and belief and | make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if
I have wilfully stated in it anything which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.

Dated th th day of D
ated the 13 ay o ecember ,19 78 ’9_[ D6 .
Christop Baxter D.C.

et sea s sees sres sra buse taee bese e

In June and July 1968 I was a Detective Constable attached
_ to C.0.C.8 Branch, New Scotland Yard. I remember on/gunday
in June of that year which I believe might have been the
9th June I was deputed to accompany then Detective Sergeant EIST
in keeping observation upon a prisoner who was detained in a cell

at Cannon Row Police Station. We sat together with that prisoner

in the cell throughout the morming. I think between the hours of
7 a.m. and 3 p.m. We were, I believe relieved by now Detective

Superintendent SMITH. )

This was the only occasion that I remember that I had any
dealings with the prisoner detained, who I knew to be James Earl

RAY. Whilst we sat in the cell with the prisoner that morning,

there were of course conversations between the prisoner and

- think for example that part of the time was spent in

) oursel@ I
2 x*ql .
Signed. ChH = .C.{R...'.!f..?.E‘?FFPE..P.TE'S.-bnarure witnessed by .....................




M.P.75

STATEMENT OF WITNESS
(C.J. Act, 1967, ss. 2, 9; M.C. Rules, 1968, r. 58)

Continuation of statement of............. Coristopher BAXTER

playing cards with him.

" If I remember correctly on occasions either myself or
Detective Sergeant EIST left the cell briefly to attend to personal
needs but for the greater part of the day we were together with

the prisoner.

Because it was s long ago I am unable now to remember
specific details of any conversations which took place in the
cell that morning but I have a distinct recollection that when
I completed that tour of duty there was no doubt in my mind that
the man RAY had indeed committed the offence for which the

extradition was sought,.i.e. the shooting of Martin Luther KING.

I cannot tell you how this was so because as I have explained
- I have no clear recollections of the conversations which took
place in the cell that day, most of which might I add was between

Sergeant EIST and RAY.

I have been asked whether anything was said by RAY in my
preseﬁce‘whiéﬂ_éauia have amounted to a verbal admission by him
that he had in fact mu;dered Martin Luther KING. My recollection

is that RAY made no such direct admissions in my presence. _

I have a recollection that he referred to the allegations
levelled against him in America and'for which his extradition
was sought but I am afraid I simply cannot now remember what it

was he said about those matters.

made no report myself to senior officers about those

-k : - 8
Signed.. Chilistopher Baxter D.C. Signature Witnessed By ....... .oovveeiviieiieieseeieeeee e el




M.P.75

STATEMENT OF WITNESS
(C.J. Act, 1967, ss. 2, 9; M.C. Rules, 1968, r. 58)

conversations at the time, this would be the responsibility of
Mr. EIST who was of course my senior officer present. Whether

he did so or not I am unable to say.

Detective Chief Superintendent CATER has put certain matters
to me wh}ch apparently have been suggested as comments made by
RAY to Sergeant EIST at some stage whilst EIST was keeping
surveillancé upon RAY‘whilst RAY was in custody in London.

Having heard details of these alleged comments by RAY to EIST
I have no recollection Qhatéoéyer to any of these matters being

mentioned by RAY to EIST in my presence at any time.

T
Signed.....ChTgstopher Baxter D.

Continuation of statement othristopherBAﬂ‘ER

..Q'Signamre WItnessed By ....... c..coviviviiiiiaironnnane 7




No. 991A

M.P.75

STATEMENT OF WITNESS
(C.J. Act, 1967, ss. 2, 9; M.C. Rules, 1968, r. 58)

Statement L R ORI .- 1. | - - § HODGETTS . ..o

Age of Witness (Date of Birth) Overal_‘

Occupation of Witness......................__ Detectlvech:-efInspector_

Address and Telephone i‘\lumbarBrl""t‘mP':’:"J'_"eStatl‘":l
..Metropolitan Police, .. ..

This statement,™* éonsisting of pages each signed by me, is true to the best of my knowledge

‘and belief and | make it knowing that, if itis tendered in evidence, | shall be liable to prosecution if

| have wilfully stated in it anything which | know to be false or do not believe to be true.
Dated the 13th  day of December .1978.
Signed ...B: Hodgetts D.C.I.

1 Signature Witnessed By ...

During June and July 1968 I was a Detective Sergeant,
working in C.0.C.8 Department, New Scotland Yard and was the
working partner of the then Detective Sergeant Alexander EIST.
I recall that at least on one occasion I escorted from prison

James Earl RAY to Bow Street Magistrates' Court. I was one of

a number of ¢fficers engaged on this duty and I cannot specifically

recall D/&E:.s_{ %iﬁ_g present on that occasion but I would assume
he was as he was my working partner. I did not speak to Ray at
any time and he did not ever in my presence admit to any offence.
However, I can recall through having general conversation with
the then Detectivs Sergeant Eist that he was of the opinion

James Earl BAY was responsible for the murder of Martin Luther
KING. These conversations would have been at the time RAY was in

custody in this country.

/0

S:gnedB'HOdgettsD'c'I' Signature witnessed By ...

*Nelota ae annlinabia
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Juuectlve Sergeart, Sageisl Sr-onen.
On Satu rdaj, 8th June, 1568, 2t 41.30 &.m.,
nilst éngezed on paséport cornirol duties at neathr'”
Alrport, London, a man presented twe pessports to the
‘ iced that one was a
2L, in the

migration officer.
838pOXri4 6. DJ.S90
the other a current

ancelled Canadian o
name <. Ramon George SNZYA, ans
Yo Y’i‘.\,622§b,, in tke name of

nadién nassport,
usly learned, I

~aron George SNEYD
As 2 resuli of vhat T Traviol
23ied SXIYD to accompany ze ?o the Epecial Branch
office at the airsor: ir onmder tzet he might later be
ntiOHed SJ & senior polics officer. LATter arriving
at the office, I made certain enguiries by telephone,
and as a result of 7uat I lsarzed I decided to seai'ch
“Ws Iin nis right hand

said

~mongst other Uﬂover
«38 Liverty Chier Speciax

a
I

the man.
chk trouser OOCAEh I found
ive rouﬂﬁa o ammunltion.
this gun%" Ee saiad,

yin;‘; Tt
felt thet I might need

[e]
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revoliver lozded with

izo'sx-?m'n, “iny are ys
"ell, I'm zoing to Africa and I
it. You know how things are ocus tlere", BNEYD was
the office uniil tis arrival of Detective
ther “‘ﬁce"

tained in
Superintendent 2utler. 224 o
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“.P.-67-80733

.| compered with a set of Tin:er prints vwhich I had sxzir: cted

STATINENT OF WITWESS

Statement of .. SRLEAUR. BEINA

Age of Witness (if over 21 enter * over 21 *).__QV.E2..21.
occupamn' of Witness, DE&ctive Chief Insnuctor

New Scotland Yerd, 8.i/.1le

R LT L T T TP TS PPRPRNPERI A hole B i e

On the 8th June, 1968, a2t 1.10 p.m. at Londcz Lizdori,

I wock the finger prints of Ramon Georie SNEY: g VRIE, B
from the records at New Scotland Yard in ithe nere of Jupmes '

Barl RAY, C.R.0. No: 4L372/68, vhich weic reccives == %he

Finger Print Office, .New Scotlsnd Y=:d, on the 1.3- | w¥y

1968 from the Federzl Duresu of Invectireiion, wE Ltz bon

These two sets 9f finger prints I Foend were ilentical:

This statement is true to the best of my knowledge and belief and I make i% newing that,
if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated i it snything
which I know to-be false or do not believe to be true.

Dated the 1210 day of June | 19 68& :
b}
(Signed)....... LN Jtat s :
Signature witnessed by
““t‘ being unable to read the abovu stazedent I,
;

/ ) ' of =
read it to him before he signed it). ‘
Dated the day of , 19

(Signed)....

* Delete if inapplicable. o I Z.




40tnh June, 1965.

IPAPTEHNITD cor Tiomas BUTLER,
Seiesctive Chief. Superintendent, Flyilng Squad, Hew

Scotland Yard.

" On Seturday, 6th June, 1563, at zbout 1.5 DeW.,
with Detective Chief Inspector THOLPSCE, I saw ihe
accused in an office at London firport. i 8 said to
him, "ie ere Poiice officers. I understand youw have
in your possession two Passporis in the names SIETA
and 3WIZYD. What ia your ngmei® e replied, "I can's
ﬁpderstand why I am heré. liy name iz SNEYD". I said
%0 him, "Both Passports show" that you are a Cenadian
citizen, born in Toronto on tihe 8th Oétober, 18952.
Ape these details correct?" e regiieé;v"Yes, of
course they are". I said tozhim, "This +3& revolver
with-five rounds of ammunitiot in the chambers was
found in jour hip pocket when you were firsi seen. &
it your gun?" He replied, "Yesz, it is mine"; I s=zid,
"iould you like to tell ﬁs Why you are carrying a pun
at a2ll?" Fe replied, "I azm going to Brussels". I
said, “Why shquig‘y' want to take a guﬁ to Srussels?”
Te replied, ™iJell, really I am tiinking of zoing on
to ﬁhodezia; and things are nci too good there just
acvie I éaid to him, "You have 4o have & Firearas
Certificate fo possess a gun and even smmmanition in

hiz Couniry. - Ileve you a Firearuns Certificate issuec
by the cdﬁpetent Authoritys" EZe replied, TXo,

seven't any Certificate Tor it
e was cautioned and toléd e would be taken Lo

Oapnon oy 2olice Ziation and Zetained.

0]




-4 At 4.L5 pem., with Detective Chief Inspector

Lo TEONRP30N, I sar the accused in 2 cell. I szid t

nim, "As a result of enguiries nade since you were '

detairned, we have very good reason ©o believe tiat you
are net a Cansdlan citizen, but an American'. e
replied, “Oﬁ,‘well, vez I am", and nodded agrecment.

I said, "I now belisave } your name is not SK¥EYD, but
James Barl RAY, also known as Zric Starvo GALT and
other names, and thet you are wanted at preseat in the
United States fgr serious griminal offenceé, incluéing
mprder in which a firearn was used". The accused zad
‘oeen utandlng uo but at this he sudaeﬁlv slumped dovm
-onto the seat, put bis head in his ha: nﬂs, and said,
"Oh, God"f After a moment or sc he added, "I feel

sc trapped". . B

u d c&utioﬁea nim agein, and he replied, '"Tell,
ves, L shduldn't soy anything niore now. 'i can't thimii
right". |

He, wes charged at 5.20 p.uw. The two chargea-ﬁére
rgad over and he was cautioned formelly, but made no

renly.

Detective Chief Suverintende:it.
T, BUTLEE,

I




Statement of ..ooecernies Kennetn THOYRSON. .ommmmrmmmiimnmresisss ]

Age of Witness (if over 21 enter b () M, Qver. 2% s exersresressersrTiES O
Occupation of Witness. ... Detective. . Chniel. Inspeclon o b

Address ......O...‘L,...Depar.tmeni‘.,.‘.New..Scotlam...xapd.,....s...1-’.?-..-‘1.-.-.----.--.---.-.-.---..-..'

On Saturday, 8th June, 1968, at 1.05 p.m., in cozpany
with Detective‘Chief Sunﬁrintendent BUTLER and other policé B

officers, I saw a man I now know to be James Earl Y, in |

an office at London glrport. Detective Chief Saperlzzendent

Butler said to him, "We are police officers. I undersiand |

|
i

you have in your posseﬂsion two passporis in the nazes

Sneya and Sneyd. What is your name?" He replisd, “I can't

: unéerstand why I am here. My name is Sneyd". Detective _
Chief Superintendent Qutler said, "Both passporis s2ow that i
-;you are a Canadian citizen born in Toronto on the
afh‘OCtdber, 1952, Are those details correct?" He repiied,

"Yes, of course they are".

Detective Chief Superintendent ﬁutler said to =iz,
"This .38 revolver with five rcunds of .38 ammun 5 owas ;o
found in your hip pocket when you were first seen. Is it
your gun?"_'He" replied "feé, it is mine", Datective
Chief Superlntendent Butler said, "Would you like 0 uSIl
us why you are carrying a gun at all?" He replied, *_ am
going to Brussels”, Deﬁectivé Chief Superintendezt Zitler
said, "Why should you waﬁt,uo taks a gun to Brussels?" He
replied, "Well, really, I am thinking of going on < |
Rhodesia and things are not too good there Jjust now’.

Detective Cnief Superintendeit Butler sald, "You rave to

Kl iined s Simnature WiknesSed DYt




w BT T

STATELIZNT OF WITNZSS

3 +1 THOM :
! Continuation of statement o SETTELA THOMPSON

have a firearms certificate to possess a gun, and even
ammunition, in this country. Eave you & firearas
certificate issued by the competent authoriiy?" He

replied, "No, I havn't any certificate for it", -

He was then cautioned and told he would be taken L0

" Cannon Row Police Station.
: 4

At L4.45 p.n. the same day, together with Deteciive
Chief Superintendent éutler, I saw the accused ian a cell,
Detective Chief Superintendent Butler said to nim, "2z =
result of engquiries made since you were detained we have
very gbéd reason 1o bélieve that you are not a Canadian
4 cifizen but an Ameriégn". He replied, "Oh, well, yes,

I am" and nodded his agreement.

Detective Chief Superintendent Butler said to iis
prisoner, "I now believe that your nanme is:noﬁ.Snayd oz
James Earl Ray, also known as Eric Starvo Gg}t and other
names, and that -you are wanted at pfesentfiﬁtfhe Uz osd
States for aerious_criminal offences, including Zurder I
whiqh a firearm was use&". The prisoner had been sianding
upjat this stage but suddenly he slumped down on a s&is
and Béid, "Oh, God", After a few minutes he added, "I feel
80 trapped". He was agafg cautioned and said, "Well, yes,
I shouldn't say anything more now. I can't think right",

-
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STATSLENT OF WITNEES

but made no reply.

This statement, consisting of 3 pages each signed by me, is true to the best of my imowledge
and belief and 1 make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution
if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not beiiave to e true.

Dated the 10th day of June,

(Sigred)......
Signature witnessed by
* % being unable to read the above statement 5 il
of
read it to him before he signed it).
Dated the day of L 19 .
(SHYREILY v srreisimsinsssssssssmssassisasassssssamssrmesnes

* Delete if inapplicuble. P I 7
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STATEITENT OF WITNESS
Statement of .....J.9h0. HCCAFEERTY,........

Age of Witness (if over 21 enter ““ over 21 ") Over 21, ..
Occupition of Witness... S€010r fxverimental Officer,

Address ..f?he...f—;i.e.t‘x:ﬁpgl.‘L:‘&a.n..P.o.lic.e...EnI:ﬂnsic...Scienc:e..La‘a.o:c.at.or;.;;.,.

2, Richbell Place, Holborn, #.C.l.. i

I have examindd this weapon. It wds a JiPLIZSZ made
.38 (special) Revolver. It was in good conditioa znd good
working order. The barrel was fouled from firing, dut not

necessarily from recent origin.

It was a firearm subject to the provisions o ‘nie

Firearms Act, 1937 P;’-nf‘t Ly

This statement-is-true-to-the best of my knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that,
if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything
which I know to be false or do not believe to be true. . .

Dated the 127 day of ' June, 1968.
/

/
f
.'.
7

* being unable to read the sbove statement : o
of

read it to him before he signed it).
Dated the day of B 1

(Signed)

* Delete if frmpplicabte. . . / K

py P . « W)
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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

Statemoent of Peter. sLIL1onT J '

Age of Witness (if over 21 enter ** over 21 ")......Q¥&1..21.

Oceupiation of Witness...........Dabective. . Sergeanl it
Aﬂdé& A=l Central.0fZice,. . llew.Scotland. Xard, 8. Wbl

On Saturday, 8th June 1968 with Detective
= Constable Whitham, I was at bondon Alrport when an
aircraft arrived from Bruséels carrying a suitcase ’
~and éonients belo 4&ng to Ramon George SNZYD. I

took p0553591on of the suitcase and contents and

' -conveyed it to Cannon ?ow-Police Station where, irn

the presence of Detective Chief Imnspector Thompson,

I showed it to Sneyd. I said to him, "Is this your
~suitcase and pontcnté?" and he said, "Yes, 3ir iz
.ig". i"told nim I hé& recovered it from a plane that

had arrived from Brussels that day.

- I later, with Detective Constable Whitham,
examined and listed the contents of the suitcase
Which included a brown cloth jacket, on the insice
pocket was a label bearlng tne name 'lr. Sric GALYY
the date Julyq215u 1967 and order No. 11526, I aiso

found a pair of trousers which is an 1dert1c clovh

to that of the jacket.

Later the same day I went to the cell in
which Sneyd was detained and said to him, "I have
been directed to take possession of the clothes you

are weasring". At the same time I handed him another

suit. BS8neyd said, "I don't ¥now vhat you're doiny this
for but it*s no zood for the Lab. boys if that's what you,

Civmad Pﬁéﬁ /@M @é .. Simmntiure witnessed Dl....cccmiiisiissssmiamenissseisesissnsionsas
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thinlk"

Conrtinnsdion of statement of o EELED 2

T have been directed to do this by Deieciive Chiel

nspector Thompson, who is in cha “ne of the encu o

yearing which I put into a cellophane bag

This stalentent, consisting of._2 i pﬂ res cach =1gm:d by me,
and belief and T ninke it kno\n-\rr that, if it is tendered in evidence, L shall be liable to prosecution

if 1 have willully statec

Dated the * f0’ day of /M/f/ . 1068 .

[.‘uguerﬂ
Signature wilhessed BY......coooeee ernreeenasra s
* being ui.nhlc to read the above atntcmcnt I
‘ of
read it to him before le signed it).
Datd the day of .19
B

o Delete if ivapplivatie, . Z O

BLLIOTT,. Deta. SEh e

T said to him, "I do not know the reason.

I took possession of +he clothing he was

is true to the best of my knowledge

Lin it unyﬂnnn which T know to be false or do not believe to be true.

T ) W i
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STATEMENT OF WITNZSS .
. a ] .
Statemunt of i Joha, FERrREN = - |
Age of Witness (if over 21 enter “over 21 ")0-1'34'?21 . —— N8}
Occupatic.m of Witness.. Detective Consiable ...
Address Central Office,. Hew 5cotland Yard;lSe e .

On Saturday, 8ti June 41968, with Detective
Sergéani BElliott, I was at London Airport wien an
aircréft_arriied from Brussels carrying a suitcase

~and contents belonging to Ramon George SNEYD. Secrjean
Blliott took possession of the suitcase and contznis
‘and conveyed it to Cannon Row Police Station where,

in the presence of Detective Chief Inspector Thompson,

Hd

he showed it to Sneyd. Sergeant 21lliott said %o 2

Ril
hy

"Tg this your suitcase and contents?" and Sneyd sail,
"Yes, Sir, it is". BSergeant Zlliott told him he had
recovered it from a plane that had arrived Tron

' Brussels that day.

I later, with Detective Sergeant 1lliott, .
examined and listed the contents of the suitcase vhich
included a brown cloth jacket, on the inside pocked
was a label bearing the name 'lir. Bric GALT', the date
July 21st, 1967 and order Fo. 11526, Also, a pair
of" trousers wnich is an identical cloth to that of

the jacket.

This statement is true to the best of ny
knowledge and belief, and I make it knowing that, Ik il
it is tendered in evidence I shall be liable O
prosecution if I nave wilfully stated in it anything
which I lmow to be false or do not helieve to be irue.

Dated the /0 day of %\7 1768.

NE... Signalure witnessed by

Signed.........>

2r
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Central Officer's
Special Report

SUBJECT ......c.oovveeeeen
United States

Committes. House..
of Representatives

TEQUESE. oo

Reference to Papers

GR201/77./288......

M.P.-78-86444/6M K148-8 (2)

METROPOLITAN POw.«CE A A

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DEPARTMENT,

New Scotland Yard.

16th...day oo uBESE ... 197.8

Commander
Furthgr to my report dated 7th August 1978.

On Friday, 11th August 1978 two further
interviews of serving Metropolitan Police Officers were
conducted at New Scotland Yard by the United States
Committee Representatives in the presence of Mr.R.W.Davies
of Metropolitan Police Solicitors Department and myself.
Those further interviews were carried out following upon
a late request made by Professor Rogovin on 10th August 1978
who explained that as a result of his previously interviewing
ex-Detective Chief Inspector Alexander EIST he would like
to interview two dther police officers who had been
concerned in safeguarding James Earl RAY whilst he was
in Metropolitan Police custody in June of 1968.

The interviews on 11th August 1978 were conducted
at C.0. and a contemporaneous record of those interviews
was made by Mr. Richard BALMENT, the Court shorthand writer
who had been similarly employed in respect of earlier such
interviews carried out.

Later the same day I received from Mr. Balment
transcribed records of the two interviews, typed into
statement form, and these were examined by the two police
officers concerned, namely Detective Superintendent
Thomas SMITH, CO C41 Branch and Detective Sergeant Alan JONES
also of CO C1. Both officers then signed the record of the
interview as being correct. Copies are attached to this
report.

On the same date (11.8.1978) I handed to
Professor Rogovin the original, signed, transcripts or
statements of evidence of -




C.1/8

M.P.74(E)

= 3

Kenneth THOMPSON

John Harland WHITHAM
Philip BIRCH

Peter Arthur ELLIOTT

Colin Edward John PURDUE
John George BATCHELOR
Arthur William Thomas BRINE
John Alan JONES and

Thomas SMITH

Professor Rogovin's receipt is attached.

It is understood during the course of their stay
in this country the United States Committee representatives
also interviewed ithe following persons :-

Penelope Mary CLARK, nee LORD
65 Shernhall Street,
-London, E.17

Maurice ISAACS
131 Praed Street, London, W.2

Billie ISAACS (wife of above)

*

Stewart CLARK,
The Rectory, High Street,
Limpsfield, Surrey.

Ex-Detective Chief Inspector
Alexander EIST

Michael EUGENE, Solicitor, of
Dresden and Co., Aldwych, WC2

Malcolm THOMSON
21 Heriot Row
Edinburgh.

Police took no part in these interviews.

The United States Committee representatives left
this country for America on Saturday, 12th August 1978.

Submitted for informatiop«””

F. Cater
Detective Chief Superintendent

.




HARRY COUNSELL & CO,
COURT REPORTERS

UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
Interview with

Mr THOMAS SMITH

on

Friday, August 11, 1978

at - ,

New Scotland Yard, London, England

On behalf of Select Committee:
Mr ROBIN D. LINDIEY - Staff Attormey
Mr CHARLES H. ROGOVIN - Special Counsel

Present:

Detective Chief Superintendent Frank Cater

Mr Richard W. Davies - Commissioner's
Solicitors Department

Mr Richard H. Balment -~ Court reporter.
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MR ROGOVIN: Mr Smith, would you state your name and official

address?

Yes. My full name is Thomas Smith. I am a Detective
Superintendent of the Metropolitan Police, attached to
Central Office, New Scotland Yard. I have been in the
service for 27 years.

(Mr Cater left at this point)

Mr Smith, I would like té take you back to approximately
June 8th, 1968. At . that time were you a serving officer -
in the Metropolitan Police Department?

I was, yes.

Could you tell me, sir, youf rénk and assignment at that
time? a

Yes. I was a First Class Detective Sergeant, serving with

- the Flying Squad, attached to New Scotland Yard.

On the 8th June, 1968, did you have occasion to receive an
assignment from a superior officer witﬁ regard to a person
known or described to you then or tﬁereéfter as one James
Earl Ray? ' )

I did, sir, yes. I had been assigned by_my chief

(who was then Detective Chief Superintendent Butler) to
take up duty at Cannon Row Police Station, which is in
Central London, and ordered to sit in the cell with-Ray.
It was on a Sunday. My period of detention with him was
from 2 p.m. to 10 p.m.

What instructions or advice did you receive from your

superior with regard to the nature of your assignment at

that time?
24
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P o F o P

My instructions were quite clear, that I was there solely
tQ see that he remained in safe custody. I was also .
instructed that I was not to discuss the case with him, i
That would be pretty obvious at the time, because I knew
none of the details, anyway, other than the fact that this
man was alleged to have shot Martin Iuther King in the
United States. It was also brought home to me the fact

that if any evidence that I considered was material and

should be brought tof the notice of the American authorities,

I would, of course, note it in the usual way and report it
in the usual way. '

When you afrived at Cannon Row Police Station, did you
relieve another officer who was carrying out, as far as

you knew, the same duty to which you were assigned?

"I did, yes. That officer was then a serving officer,

Sergeant East.

By the way, Mr Smith, at this time in 1968 your rank was
what? '

Detective Sergeant First Class.

And you relieved another Sergeant upon Your arrival?
First Class, yes.

I assume you went into a cell with the prisoner at that point
I did, yes. I had another junior officer with me. He has
sipce left the Force. TFor about the first hour Ray was
very quiet. I think I had said "Good afternoon" to him.

I don't think he replied. I understood his demeanor,

bearing in mind that he had only just previously been

3.




,f arrested, and I considered then that he was in a rather
vplnerable position. There was a newspaper in the cell.
It was a Sunday newspaper, the News of the World. I knew
that Ray was trying to hide his true identity. I picked
up the newspaper and on»the front page was a rather large
photograph of James Earl Ray. The photograph ;learly
showed that the man I was éitting with and the'man in that
photograph was one and the same person. In the photograph
he was wearing what“appeared to be a multi-colored
(2lthough the photograph was in black and white) shirt. .
I clearly remember sa;ing to Ray "This photograph is of
youﬁ, and he then agreed that it was. Therefore, I had
then established in my own mind that he was Ray. I asked-
him where the photogr?ph had been taken and he said it was

" some years previous when, I think he said, he had been doing
some lumberjacking in Canada. He also said - I cannot
remember whether it was to a question from me or what I
had read in the newspaper or whether he had volunteered
the information - that he was a prisoner unlawfully at
lérge from a penitentiary in the States,:having been _
sentenced tb 8 to 20 years imprisonment for an offence of

- o .. rTobbery. I asked him how he escaped from prison. He just

replied that that was another story. This angle was not

pursued. He denied that he had shot Martin Luther King.

He also mentioned a white Mustang car. It may well have

been that these details were already in this newspaper.

My recollection with regard to the vehicle was a suggestion

AR COUNSELL & Co. on his part that fingerprints could easily be planted

COURT REPORTERS anywhere. 4




Q I assume, Mr Smith, that there was some conversation about
f%pgerprints on portions of that white Mustang car?

A My recollection leads me to believe that there was some
possible conversation regarding fingerprints_dn that car.
I would emphasise the point: I am sure that came from him
and was not as a result of a question regarding fingerprints.

Q ZPrecisely. Did the conversation.at any time turn to the
matter of extradition which had been requested by the
United States authorities of the British authorities?

A Yes, it did indeed. The main theme of his thinking by this
time was that he wanted to beat extradition; in other words,

, he wanted to stay in this coﬁntry_as long as pﬁéﬁible.

| He mentioned to me that it was ﬁithin his knowledge that

i there were two warranté out for his arrest in the United

-"States. One was held!by the FBI and the other by a County

Marshall or Sheriff. He clearly indicated that if he was
extradited, his wish would be that it would be on the County
warrant and not the Federal warrant; as one was clearly for
conspiracy'to murder and the other one was for fhe
substantive offence of murder. .

Q Did you derive an understandiﬁg, Mr Smith, of what Mr Ray's

I reasoning was with regard to his expressed desire to be

i returned on the County warrant; in other words, why he felt
it was in his interest to be returned on the County warrant?

A_ fes. He expressed this in terms of the question of a jury.
He felt that if he was arrested on the County warrant, then
the jury could not possibly be impartial - there would be

ARAY COUNSELL & CO,
COUAT REPDRTERS 5 -
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the question of color - and that there is no way in which
tge anthofities could give him a fair and unbiased trial.
This seemed to be the tack that he was goiﬁg on with regard
to these warrants. I recall now that the question of thé
conspiracy, as opposed to the substanfive offence of murder,
was one that he had obviously considered in the light of
legal procedures; but I had no wish to get into any legal

discussions with him, not being familiar with the laws of

- the United States. .

Were you, as a consequence of these conversations with Ray,
able to form any opinion or do you have any present
recollection of your impreséion of the levél of"his
intelligence?

I did not regard him as an intelligent person. I certainly

.*did not regard him as'highly intelligent, because, to my way

of thinking, the consequénces that were likely to ensue now,
or then, were that he knew he was going to be taken back to
the United States. Although on occasions he did say that
he did not shoot Martin Iuther King, he did not appear to
say it with a lot of conviction. -

Did anything occur at any time in the course of this
assignment for you, this eight hour tour of duty, which
led you to believe that he had been in England before the.
day he was apprehended at London Airport, which would have
been, we believe, June 8th, the day before your assignment
began?

Yes. There was one incident during that tour of duty where

for some reason — and I cannot remember the reason - T took

6.
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out of my pocket some British currency coins. We had not
l;ng gone over to decimalisation - I cannot remember the
yeaﬁ we had gone over, but it had not been long - and I
produced a 10 pence piece, and he happened to séy that that
was the new 10 pence piece. I éaid.to him, "How do you
know that? As far as I understand, you have never been in
this country before", and he said, "Mr Smith, I should be
more careful beforer; make such observations in the future".
I thought it was a little unfair of me to make the point,
so I dropped it, and,-there again, this matter was not
pursued. But he did say in fact that he had bé;n in the
country before. To my racollection, he mentionéd Earls

Court.

. Barls Court being an area of Loﬁdon?

Yes.

Throughout the balance of the time you spent with him, were
there anyjother comments or observations that might be
interesting that Mr Ray may have ﬁade?l

I cannot recall now any other observatiorns he may have made.
Did at any time the conversation turn to what the criminal

community in the States would refer to as "the Chair",

meaning the electric chair?

Yes. At some stage he did mention - again, this was in
relation to the possibility of conviction with Jjuries and
what-have-you - that, of course, he could finish up in the
electric chair.

Were you aware, Mr Smith, either from comments made to you

7-




bq.police colleasgues, police superiors, béfore you |
commenced the duty assignment or from the newspaper article
or from anything in conversation with Ray, whether at the
time he was apprehended at the London Airport he had been
armed? '

- 4 He did mention to me about his arrest; he did say he had
the opportunity at some stage to have shot the Special
Branch officer - I remember he referred to him as "the

s
Special Branch officer" - when he took him through a door

at the airport into a room. I am sure he said that the
officer walked in front of him and that he could have had
ample opportunity to have shot him. ,

Q Did he indicate why he;did not for any reason?

A No. He was just, I think, trying to impart to me the fact
‘that he was not a cold-blooded killer. That is the
impfession I got.

Q Can you think, Mr Smith, of anything else that might be of
interest to us with regard to this duty assignment?

A No, I can't recall any other observations that were made.
As I say, as far as I am concerned, there was nothing in
any of the conversations that I had with him that I felt

- I was duty-bound to report. I tried to stick as near as T
possibly could to my terms.

Q I take it then, Mr Smith, that nothing prior to the
assignment - when I say "nothing", I mean nothing of which
you learned prior to the assignment — nothing which took
place during the assignment and nothing you may have heard

I¥ COUNSELL & €D, 8
TURT REPORTERS r




HARRY COUNSELL & CO.
COURT REPOATERS

oq.learned subsequent to the assignment impacted you in
any way which would have, in the course of your police
conduct, suggested to you the filing of any formal reporﬁ

of any kind?

| A No, that is true. At no time did I feel that there was any

material evidence that would have assisted anyone.

Q Because - I want to be certain I have covered this - you
were not assigned to,conduct an interrogation of Ray?
Certainly not, no.

Q This was not what we would.call in the States an iniestigatic

by you?

‘A Certainly not. We had very clear instructions that we were

there as jailers and jailers only.
Q- Effectively a speci&lgsecurity detail pure and simple?
Indeed.
Q Thank you.
Mr Davies, any other questions?
MR DAVIES: - I have no questions. |
MR ROGOVIN: Thank you very much, Mr Smith.-

(Interview commenced at 10.10 a.m. and
concluded at 10.51 a.m.)

Thomas é;iéh

|
|
i



UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

T | Interview with

Detective Sergeant JOHN ALAN JONES
&

on

Friday, August 11, 1978
at

New Scotland Yard, London, England

» - On behalf of Select Committee: 2
Mr CHARIES H. ROGOVIN - Staff Attormey

Present:

Mr Richard W. Davies Commissioner's

Solicitors Department

Mr Richard H. Balment - Court reporter.
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MR ROGOVIN: Mr Jones, I would ask you to put your mind back

to June 8th, 1968, in London. At that time were you a
serving police officer in the Metropolitan Department?

I was, yes.

Could you tell me, sir, what your rank and assignment were
at that time? _ )
I was a'Temporary Detective Constable attached to Golders
Green Police Station.

On or about the 8thsJune, 1968, did you receive an
assignment which put you into contact with a man you either
knew as or came to learn was one James Earl Ray, an
American male citizen? | ) |

Yes. I was told to form part of a guard duty at Golders

Green Police Station for a shart period.

Q At approximately what time on that date, if it was the

8th June, was that detail formed? _

Sir, I cannot confirm the date; I have got no record myself.
It would have been about, I believe, 10 o'clock in the
evening for about four hours.

Would you describe the circumstances for’us, plgase?

The man I later knew to be Ray was in a cell, together with
other officers. The cell door was open and I was in the
passageway outside the cell.

Could you describe the physical features of this cell as you
observed them?

The cell is the normal police cell. It is a single-
inhabitant cell, a heavy door with a sliding latch in it.

2.




Q@ If I might use the term, is the face of the cell from the
c?rridor closed, as if it were a wall with a door in it,
or is it a barred cell into which you can look?

g A It is a closed door, which, of course, was open.

Q Did you at any time personally have any conversation with

i the prisoner who you believed to be at that time one James
Earl Ray?

No, I did not.

Did you have an opportunity to cserve - and by that I mean
overhear - any convefsation by Mr Ray with any other
officers? |

No, I did not. _

And you indicated that that tour of duty consumed
approximately four hours?

A I could be slightly oyt. I believe it was four hours;

lrroughly four hours. .
‘ Q At the conclusion of that tour of duty did you have any
‘ further contact, visual or otherwise, with the subject James
Earl Ray?
A TNo, I did not. .
Did you have occasion at any time thereafter to discuss
Mr Ray in terms of anything lMr Ray may have said to any of
the other officers on that detail?
No, I did not.
' Q And T take it, then, that you had no further involvement in
what we might call "the Ray matter" thereafter?
A I did not, no.

“ARRY COUNSELL & €O, ‘ 3
LOURT HEPORTERS *
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For the record, do you recall who was the principal superior
officer of the Metropolitan directing the activities
regarding Ray, if you remember?

I don't reﬁember.

And you were not attached to the Flying Squad, as it is
called?

No, I was not.

Is there anything you would like to add?

Nothing at all. 3

Thank you very much, Mr Jones.

Interview commenced at 10.35 a.m. and
concluded at - a.m,

kTR VAR



