
S
E

C
T

IO
N

 T
H

R
E

E
—

P
A

G
E

 T
W

E
N

T
Y

-T
W

O
 

T
H

E
 T

IM
E

S
-P

IC
A

Y
U

N
E

, N
E

W
 O

R
L

E
A

N
S

, L
A

, 
T

U
E

S
D

A
Y

 M
O

R
N

IIT
G

, JU
L

Y
 2

2
, 1969 

R
acial M

urder Suspect is B
ooked in W

estw
ego 

ti 

A
c
c
u

se
d

 S
a
id

 to
 H

a
v

e
 

N
azi-T

y
p

e C
o

n
n

ectio
n

s 

A
 W

estw
ego m

an, identified 
as a m

em
ber of tw

o N
azi-type 

w
hite racist organizations, w

as 
in cu

sto
d

y
 o

f Jefferso
n

 p
arish

 
authorities M

onday for the June 
17 m

urder of a N
egro W

estw
ego 

m
an. T

he suspect w
as identified 

by a spokesm
an for S

heriff A
l- 

w
y

n
n

 J. C
ro

n
v

ich
 as 
	

an 
B

ryant E
gaǹ, 3

6
, o

f 1
 

4
11"

,°4
"
 d

r 
 

T
h

e sp
o

k
 es in

 a n
 also

 re-
leased

 an
 o

u
t-o

f-to
w

n
 ad

d
ress 

fo
r E

g
an

: 3
0
2
3
-1

4
th

 st. 
W

ashington, D
.C

. 
E

g
an

 w
as arrested

 early
 

S
aturday and w

as recognized as 
fitting the description of the sus-
pect by D

ots. R
ichard R

odrigue 
and A

ugust C
alverio of the sher-

iff's hom
icide division. 

T
he suspect had been sought 

for the fatal shooting the night 
of June 17 of W

illie D
abney, 32, 

of 211 P
uddle L

ane, outside the 
H

appy H
our B

ar at 7501 F
ourth 

S
t. in M

arrero. D
abney died at 

W
est Jefferson G

eneral H
ospital 

the next m
orning. 

T
 h

 e Jefferso
n

 d
etectiv

es 
w

ere told by W
ashington, D

.C
., 

police that E
gan w

as know
n to 

have attended m
eetings in that 

area of organizations said to be 
offshoots of the A

m
erican N

azi 
P

arty
: th

e N
atio

n
al S

o
cialist 

W
h
ite P

eo
p
le's P

arty
 an

d
 th

e 
N

ational S
ocialist W

hite P
arty. 

SW
A

ST
IK

A
S FO

U
N

D
 

P
o
lic

e
 sa

id
 a

 se
a
rc

h
 o

f 
E

g
an

's p
o

ssessio
n

s tu
rn

ed
 u

p
 

tw
o cards bearing sw

astikas and 

N
O

R
M

A
N

 B
R

Y
A

N
T

 E
G

A
N

 

the nam
e of the N

ational S
ocial-

ist W
hite P

eople's P
arty and the 

telephone num
ber of a "W

hite 
P

ow
er M

essage". 
A

t th
e req

u
est o

f th
e sh

er-
iff's office, the T

im
es-P

icayune 
in June held back on publication 
of the new

s of D
abney's m

urder 
to aid in the investigation. 

M
onday a sheriff's spokes-

m
an recounted how

 the m
urder 

occurred, and incidents leading 
to E

gan's arrest S
aturday. 

Just prior to 7:30 p.m
, June 

1
7

, th
e tim

e o
f th

e sh
o

o
tin

g
, 

D
abney w

as using a public tele-
phone on the outside w

all of the 
H

appy H
aar B

ar. A
n unidenti-

fied w
hite m

an w
as w

aiting to 
use the telephone w

hen a second 
w

h
ite m

an
, b

eliev
ed

 to
 h

av
e 

been E
gan, cam

e out of the bar,  paced up and dow
n, then got in 

his car. 
T

h
e m

an
 in

 th
e car called

 
the first w

hite m
an to him

 and 
asked if he w

as w
aiting to use 

the telephone. T
he m

an replied 
th

at h
e w

as, b
u
t th

at it "lo
o
k
s 

like I w
on't get to use it." 

"Y
o

u
 w

ill, y
o

u
 w

ill," said
 

th
e m

an
 in

 th
e car, alleg

ed
 to

 
have been E

gan. 
A

fter noticing an autom
atic 

pistol on the floor of the car, the 
first m

an
 to

ld
 d

etectiv
es, h

e 
turned around and w

alked into 
the bar. O

nce inside, he heard 
three shots. W

hen he rushed out-
side he found D

abney shot in the 
sto

m
ach

 an
d

 left leg
, an

d
 th

e 
m

an in the car w
as gone. 

T
he third shot w

as found to 
h
av

e rico
ch

eted
 o

ff a car, th
e  sheriff's spokesm

an said. 
PR

O
B

E
 W

ID
E

SPR
E

A
D

 
P

o
lice o

b
tain

ed
 a d

escrim
 

L
ion of the suspect and his car, 

and interview
ed m

ore than 200 
people in the follow

ing m
onth, in 

connection w
ith the shooting. 

A
t 6 a.m

. S
aturday, W

estw
e-

go patrolm
en M

erlin S
m

ith and 
R

aym
ond O

rgeron received a 
com

plaint that a m
an w

as point-
in

g
 a p

isto
l at p

atro
n

s o
f th

e 
F

isherm
an's P

aradise Inn at 275 
L

ouisiana S
t, in W

estw
ego. 

A
t the bar, a dark com

plex-
io

n
ed

 w
h
ite m

an
 to

ld
 th

e tw
o
 

patrolm
en that E

gan had held a 
gun on him

 and told him
 to take 

off his hat. 
S

m
ith and O

rgeron arrested 
E

gan and took a .22-caliber re-
v
o
lv

er fro
m

 h
is p

o
ck

et T
h
ey

  booked him
 for carrying a con-

cealed w
eapon at the W

est B
ank 

lo
ck

u
p
 o

f th
e sh

eriff's o
ffice, 

w
here E

gan caught the attention 
of detectives R

odrigue and C
lay-

erio. T
hey booked him

 addition-
ally

 w
ith

 ag
g
rav

ated
 assau

lt, 
and after further investigation, 
w

ith m
urder. 

S
earch

 w
arran

ts w
ere o

b
-

tain
ed

 an
d

 a .2
2

 calib
er au

to
-

m
atic pistol, believed to be the 

m
u
rd

er g
u
n
, w

ere fo
u
n
d
 at 

E
g

an
's W

estw
eg

o
 h

o
m

e. T
h

e 
"W

hite P
ow

er M
essage" cards, 

party literature, and discharged 
.2

2
 calib

er sh
ell casin

g
s w

ere 
found in E

gan's car, 
the sher-

iff's spokesm
an said. 

T
h

e
 m

u
rd

e
r v

ic
tim

, th
e
 

sh
eriff's sp

o
k

esm
an

 said
, w

as 
the father of seven children and 
w

as a 15-year em
ploye of the H

. 
C

. P
rice C

o., a H
arvey pipeline 

firm
. 


