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. Man in tﬁe new'sfgljo%y
Celeb

-1 The qulet, close’knit community of *
.- -Lancaster, Pa, awoke' yeste !
H - . ~morning tothe newsthatDr.John M. - * |
... Ebersole, chiel of radiation therapy

at Tapcaster -General Hospital; had :

ByJackSeverson « - v wie F ||
_ nqidrer Staff Writer. S YN0 :

broken a 15-yedr silence on his rols -
in the John Kenhedy autopsy,- =+ o=
«£=*" *“The papers got that g ¢
‘,‘ . Ebersole protested In a phona {nters = :
. .“viewyesterday. . - -- - T pEhT it
. . .*When my son, Richard (a legisla's "
tive alde 10 & Tenhesses congress ==
woman), Tead ‘it in the paper, ‘he.; *
" -7 called Trom - Washington® and sald, ¥+
:+ Tve never known you to remaln gl ~."s:
".. . JentforiSminutes’ """ R4l L4
" in fact: says Dr. Ebersole, 53, he’
" never maintaihed a silence on s’
fintlings-as the radlologfst-who as- °
' - sisted on the Bethesda Naval Hospl- - :
" tal antopsy on the assadsinated Presf-— .
dent'— t's just that he was never .
*oasked it £t TR i e s sl g
He said that he had received re-. --
- -, ‘quests from what hs termed “spensa-.r: .
| — —tonalista™ —auth s TR
£i4 E:el.bo]ogb't"’ =~ but that he had not oty
. been’involved in any official Inqui- - -
o TIES gy vt
* .- Now he has been asked to appeir * -1
..~ before the House Select Committee °
‘", . on Assassinations and he will travel "~
. 'to Washington tomorrow to.meet .
*. .« with committee members at the Na-.. -
_Honal Archives Building, where his - -
.. X.rays from the aut arestored. -
* Sohehasn't been keeping a secret, ... -
it’s Just that “this is the first ime .:.°
""" I've been asked by any official agen- " =
£Y 10 make comment on my find.", .
CIRERT L eew ptieit o
L "2 Nor Is there anything startling i .. .
* (See CELEBRITY on3D) - " w+:-:
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" CELEBRITY,From 1.D 4
his findings — he says they support
the Warren Commission’s. major
‘contentions, Le, Kennedy was shot
from the rear. Dr. Ebersole plays
down the importance of his part in
e BUIOPSY. ., p o, ae i
° “The .fg-sr’m‘thn were taken that
night and interpreted by me wers
- for. one purpose and one purpose
only,” he sald. “Prior to the start of
“ the autopsy, because of the lack of
finding of an exit wound (where the
, - bullet or bullets left the body), it was
felt that a bullet might be still {n the
lr' body.

= - w5

ter, we found a wound of exit

. in the neck that had been neatly

¢ sutured by a surgeon in Dallas. That

i caused soma confuslon early on
because we thought that it was from

i , a tracheotomy. But it was the exit

5 it

!

- AL stk w

" wound. We found no bullet in the
body.” i i
On that grim November nigiit in
1963, Dr. Ebersole, a Navy command-
er, had been serving as assistant
' chief of radiology. at Bethesda for
.. . only four months, . £
“At the time, the chiel of radiology
was absent on official orders and 1

.- Ebersole sald: “At4:30 that afternoon
1 asked the planning officer 1f he
wanted me tostay aboard. He sald he
did. As acting chief of radiology 1
was asked 10 assist in the autopsy in”
case X-rays were required.®r <=
Kennedy's body arrived from Dal-
.. 1as at about 8 p.m_, said Dr, Ebersole.
... What were his feelings at the time?

- .the casket, was of the horrible
! waste,"herecalled™ 1% tue %
f,. * When Kennedy's bodx was
b wheeled into the antopsy room, Dr.
- Ebersole and two technlcians were
» on hand with a
chine, s . :
~ - 71 was present in the autopsy reom
from the time the casket arrived
. from Dallas until the autopsy was
-concluded, about 4 or 4:30 the next
.. morning. Roughly 15 X-rays were
Ctaken™ v ) I
. Ebersole, of course, could have

portable X-ray: ma-

v

. ‘used for anything more than the
. locaflon of a bullet possibly lodged.
somewhere in the body; that the
* angle and direction of the shots, a3
j described by the Warren Commis-
P zcln}:edﬂnl:lngs. ;%u]d :la;n:h later be
to, question. retrospect,
be wonld llke to have made the X-
.~., Tays on other than portable equip-
Pltment. .. . O
. "1 wish now that we conld have
tzken the X-rays in the X-ray depart-
ment o get more detail™ he said
" Sdll, be says he feels that “the find.
! ..ingsof the Warren Commission were
m_nment with what | had seen both
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was acting chief of radiology,” Dr.”

LCLCJLLILY -

. .-
P

in their midst now *

in the X-rays and in ‘th "
Yoot ¥ and e autopsy

That, no doubt, I5 what he will tell -
" the House commlitlee tomorrow; -
although he says he {8 not certaln”
what the committee wants from him~*
-+ He says he has not seen the X-rays
~ sinte 1964.-He was called 1o the
- White House Annex a few weeks af:
‘ter the antopsy to reexamine them .
“for p of measurement of the
skull for possible use by a sculptor.y:,
saw them agaln a few months latef
when we officially placed them in
the National Archives.” e
Now he will view them agaln to.--
‘morrow, and that fact has caused a-<
bit of a stir among his colleagues at'~.
Lancaster General, few {f any of..”
whom knew of his connection with~.
the Kennedy assassination Investiga-:-
tion. Dr. Ebersole describes their =
reaction as “one of surprise.” i
Indeed, most people knew him as.:-
the chlef of radiation therapy, deal..x
ing in the radiation treatment of <2
cancer. - ¥ % S =
Dr. Ebersole, his wife, Marian, and >
thelr six children arrived in Lancas~
ter in the summer of 1570, shortly .
alter he retired from the Navy (as a-
captain), = s a0 o
e was-born and reared in Ster-
= 1ing, Hl.;2and got his M.D. from Indisi
na University Medical School i
1548. He interned in Indianapolis
and, In 1949, joined the Navy.~ ,

12,

‘After special radiation tralning at’

- Duke Unlversity and ‘the nuclear ™

- Tacilitles at_Oak Ridge, Tenn, Dr....
- Ebersole became -the first medicalr3z
< officer aboard America's first nuclew

+ . .“The first one, when they opened ‘~ar submarine, the Nantilus, in 1954;*

Three. years later, -he became thé =-
“medfcal officer on the atomic sub
» Seawolf, thus becoming the first~ |
-naval officer to serve aboard twg-.
noclear submarines. . - =
* In 1958, Wyeth Laboratories hera .
T presented Li Cmdr. Ebersole with:~
‘the Gorgas Medal for his work in the:-.
field of radioblofogy in connection -2
- with the atomic submarine program- -

"+ - The -following year, Dr. Ebersold->

* began his residency 1n radliology at’--
- Bethesda, completing it in July 1963, &

- h&' when he became acting chief of radi;-: .
-~-had no Idea that the X-rays wonld be" ~ ology at the hospital. Four months?~:

* later, he became a wnpm'pardd;/»f;
» paotinhistory. 2. Do 5 L =
. Hisrole in the Kennedy autopsy —7.>.
other than making him the subject=-
- ol news stories this week — has real=.s.
1y had little effect on Dr. Ebersols 2a*
I'and his Tamily. Nor does he, 'feel ">
tomorrow's session ia Washington 7~

. will have any dramatic impacton his -+
- lu - LR - -
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- hasn't been-hiding anything for.the

past 15 years. As he said, it's just lhxl__-;(.

he wasnever asked, & 513
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e o e by a e
“There's really golng to be nothindZ#
new revealed,” he says, underscofZ-77
ing for a final fime the fact that he-Zrv



