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Cal}zdl7 Eardley, Justice Department

g 97

ey,[ 92, a'retired lawyer
who died at Suburban Hospital Nov. 23
after being struck by a car in Chevy
Chase, was a former Justice Depart-
ment official whose civil rights litiga-
tion included suits in the attempted
blocking of school desegregation in
Little Rock and the integration of bus
depot facilities in Montgomery, Ala.

Montgomery County police said Mr.
Eardley was struck while crossing
Connecticut Avenue on foot at Chevy
Chase Lake Drive, near his Chevy
Chase home. A police spokesman said
the case is under investigation.

Mr. Eardley also served as special
counsel to the Senate Ethics Commit-
tee during its investigation of former
Sen. Herman E. Talmadge (D-Ga),
who was accused of ethical and finan-
cial violations. Mr. Eardley called for
sanctions against Talmadge, who was
denounced by the Senate in 1979 for
misconduct and failed to win reelection
the next year.

Mr. Eardley began his career with
the Justice Department in 1935 as an
assistant U.S. attorney in Los Angeles.

. He moved to Washington in 1938 to

join a forerunner of the Civil Division

and later served as deputy director

during an era of intensifying civil rights
it

He helped represent the govern-
ment in Little Rock in 1957, when
Arkansas Gov. Orval Faubus called out
the National Guard in what proved a
failed attempt to prevent nine black
students from entering the city’s Cen-
tral High School.

‘Mr. Eardley also litigated a 1961 suit
in Montgomery, Ala., against attempts
to block African Americans from using
restrooms at the local bus depot. -

.. _He left the Justice Department in
1971 to join the Environmental Protec-

tion Agency as deputy assistant admin-
istrator for enforcement of clear-water
laws, Three years later, he joined for-
mer EPA director William D. Ruckel-
shaus and others in forming the law

firm of Beveridge, Fairbanks and D;a—

mond. He retired in the 1980s.

Mr. Eardley was a native of Salt Lake
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City and a graduate ol Stanfora -
sity and its l:;v school. He mdum
e Allied Mil
melz:tin Italy. Cotcter
_In the 19505 and 1 he
director of n'laysforcon?f::nityﬂ:?:te:
]gn%:g: .that included the Montgomery
wife, Ortensia Gipli
died in 1984, Cigh Eardley,
Survivors include three
neth Eardley of Underhil, 3?" Stevxilz
Eardley of Madi_son. Wis., and Brian
Eardley of Rockville; and a sister.
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