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Political
Burglar Gets
Probation

By Rick Carroll

Politieal burglar Jerome Uerry)
fasoke, who admitsed to 17 break
s during the 19808 in a futile
offert by three California growers
to sincar Cesar Chavez as 2 Commu-
nist, was given a suspended sen-
tence yesterday.

Ducote, a former Santa Clara
vounty sheriff’s deputy and right-
‘wing Republican leader, received a
82000 tine, tive vears’ probation and
A suspended one-year jail sentence,
ie then walked out of a San Jose
courteoom to his freedom.

Ducote, 47, had faced a2 maxb
mum of 70 years In state prison on
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seven felony counts arising from
his espionage activities in 1968 and.
1967,

But Supe;tor Court Judge
James Duvares Jr., who sentenced
Ducote at an early morning and not

widely announced hearing, agreed
| with a minority probation report
that coneluded “additionaj time in
custody would’ serve po useful
to Ducote or society in

A “substantia]” Jzil term had
recommended in two other
probation re g )

An obviously relfeved Ducote
— who spent seven days in the
Santa Clara County Jail after hig
arrest December 22 and 9 days at
Vacaville Medical Facility where he
i underwent diagnostic tests — pe.
portedly has accepted g $20,000
i advance from Simopn and Schuster

: Ironically, he 5 collaborating

D the book with Warren Hinckie,
former editor of Ramparts maga-
zine, whose San Francisco office
Ducote admitted burglarizing
1967,

Ducote's - sentence created a
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mild furor in the Santa Clara
county district attorney's office,

Deputy District Attorney Ken
Robinson, who prosecuted the case,
called the sentence, “a mere slap on -
the wrist.”

- “He got nothing,” said the disgust-
ed prosecutor, who [ost a heated
argument in court that Ducote
“deserved at’

at some incarcery-
ﬂonbmundl.hemtureof his
offenses,”

 Iabor m one year. Ducote
-h-'t_hegutlnetatallmdnow
_ he's back on the streets.”

Informed & Ducote's suspend-
ed sentence, vez said prosecu.
tors “took the wrong man 1o tria] "

“dack Pandol, Jim Ailes and
that gang are the ones that should
have gone to jail,” Chavez said.

'hnﬂal.lbehnograpegrower
.lndmdmemteﬂuardof
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a statement as '3

the break-ins, a charge
has denfed.

Is the former police chier

.of Delano. :
- Meanwhils, Ducote traded his
&ophrlbluuru:remnauhd
. Clara jail, where he once
served as a jailer, and went home.
He was not av for comment.

He was not available for comment.

But his attorpey, Tom Salciceia,
t “the 97 days that
Ducote served was substantial
enough. ‘

“This should amply serve as a
deterrent to anyone with misguid-
ed palitical motivations. I don't
believe he was a Predatory type of

; he just unwittingly adopt-
ed the ‘end lustifies’ the means’
Philosophy " Saleiccia said.

The attorney also saiq Ducote
Plans to hit the lecture cireusn and
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has received, “lotg of of-
fers.”

n;l’i:. could point out what
ca - of this and poesibly assist
at preventing it in the future,”
Salciceia said,

office of the late Baul Altiky, the
Francisco

He Instead pleaded Builty to
seven counts of concealing the
stolen documents in the garage of
his San Jose home, .



