
Charles IL. )rage 	 7/9/90 
Armstrong, Nllington Parker 
12 Stephen Htpkine court 
Providence, HI 02904 

Dear 14r, Drago, 

Our price list is enclosed. It hapdens that we do have a copy  of  Oswald in New 
Orleans, not perfect but good condition. We do not often get copies and the cost is 
much toe high, so whether or riot you decided to get it, please do not let anyone know 
that from time to time we do have copies. I try to reserve the few we get for those who 
have serious interests. The price if 4i26.00, including insured mail. 

I do not recall any Italian angles and I do not believe there ever was any sub-
stantial reason even to suspect one. Before you spend time chasing wild geese, I'l)try 
to explain. 

I've not read everything the Warren Oomeission depesited in the National £rchivea 
but years ago I went through it rather well. Later I filed a series of Freedom of Infor-
mation lawsuits as a result of which I have about a third of a million pages of records 
that were originally withheld. Ilea not read every word of them because of health reverses 
but I didn't miss a page in the Dallas or New Orleans records I got from the FBI. Dallas 
was "tffice of origin," as the FBI structures its work. This means that all investigatory 
leads and informationUrtoutet to it. It in turn routed to FBIHL. New Orleans was vire 
tually a second Office of Origin. What I've gotten includes all the FBIHR "main" files 
on the case, Oswald, ruby, etc. And I recall no reference to any Italian investigation. 

I am not familiar with the book you refer to but I have doubts about its dependa-
bility when you say the FBI agent "was seconded under diplomatic cover to the U.S. Embassy 
in Home." He did not need any cover and I'm sure he had none. Not without the assent of the 
Italian government. Our FBI is supposed not to be operative in foreign countries. We do 
have officially recognized and open, not under cover, FBI agents in some. They are known 
as "legal attache" and they have, essentially, liaison moles. For years we've had a legal 
attache in memo. 

I can't imagine that there was any investigation of the kind you suggest in etaly 
dithout the FBI making and disclosing records relating to it and they haven't or I'd have 
seen them in the Dallas files. Which, by the way, like all else I got under ?Ole., you 
are welcome to examine and copy. 

The more irrelevant any report was the more diligently the FBI investigated it. Its 

4 ir  
answer to everything is statistics and they wPiavish in generating pa r  the pages of 
which they counted and boasted of. They also dls&losed all the baseli eports because 
that not only mfde them look diligent, it also tended to support their preconceived con-
clusions. I can t begin to estimate how very many of these there were.Metny.P 

Possibly what the agent you refer to was referring to had to do with the eafia. The 
FBI Knew very well that the mafia was not in any way connected with the crime and the tips 
it got relating to the mafia were disclosed to me. Up to and including the time of the 
house assassins committee. There is no reason to believe that there was any mafia con-
nection 

 
 and the books commercializing utter nonsense are dishonest and otherwise undependa-

ble. I've read them. 

There is no practical limit  to the theories people can conceive and believe but we 
do know enough about the crime to eliminate. Going into this would nuke much time but if 
you are ever near here, about en hour from either Baltimore or Washington, I'll take the 
time and you can go over the records of which J-  made separate copies for subject filing. 
I kept the records exactly as I received them for archival purposes but I did in a number 
of instances make duplicate copies for this subject file. 
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Dell as  had a special index, in addition to its all-encompassing "ge neral" in-

dot. It was about 40 lineqr feet of 3x5 cards and with the exception of a few pages 

that were withheld under the law I have it. You are welcome to exmine it, tooa. This 

special index was made, I am confident, to give the FIJI a handle on what was made avail-

able to the commission. I'm so -ry I'm not able to do this checking for you bec,aise of 

my medical limitations. But I am confident that there is nothing at all to the Italian 

alleged connection. 

However, it is not impossible that at soup point the FBI decided to check with 

Italian authorities on yore of the names that may have been bruited about in these 

baseless notions of an Italian connection. lit the sane time, the proper procedure would 

have been for them to go to Dallas and then be routed to Hi and any other field offices 

the Dallas office thought should have been informed. I recall nothing at all like that. 

If you would like any further opinion, send me a xeeox of the page or page you 

refer to an I'll respond further. 

From what I've said I think you see that i have no suggestions for any questions 

tiD be asked of this former FBI agent. 

L'ome to think of it, of course there was an investigation - of the Mannlichen-

Carcanno rifle allegedly used in the crime. But all that did was get the history of that 

particular rifle, its manufacture, licensing, etc. ell of this was disclosed and was 

summarized by the commission in its publication and is available in its files. 

Best wishes, 

0./ tIA/IT 

v (1 Harold Weisberg 



Armstrons. Eirkston Co" Parker 
Public Relations/Advertising/The Arts 

July 5, 1990 

Harold Weisberg 
7627 Receiver Road 
Frederick, MD 21701 

Dear Mr. Weisberg, 

First, may I take this opportunity to express belated sentiments of 
admiration and gratitude for all the many years you have devoted to 
the discovery of the truth. Thanks to your efforts, and those of 
your peers, I have been inspired to make my own most modest contri-
butions to the ongoing investigation of the murder of John F. Kennedy. 
More about this in a moment. 

Would you please forward information regarding the purchase of your 
published works, including all Whitewash volumes, Oswald in New Orleans, 
et al? 

Now on to what might be a new area of investigation: to the best of 
your knowledge, did the Warren Commission ever acknowledge its pursuit 
of what might best be termed "Italian leads" in 1963/64? 

While reading a recently published book whose subject was unrelated to 
the Kennedy assassination, I came upon an interview with a former F.B.I. 
agent who, in the early sixties, was seconded under diplomatic cover to 
the U.S. embassy in Rome. He claims to have been responsible for the 
Warren Commission's inquiries into the so-called "Italian connection," 
and try as I might I cannot locate any other references to this activity. 

This man remains available for an interview request, and, should your 
memory reconcile with my own, I am ready to conduct such a discussion. 
Of course I would invite your participation, either in-person or in 
the form of suggested lines of questioning. 

In any event, I eagerly await your response. 

Sincerely, 

Charles R. Drago 

12 Stephen Hopkins Court/Providence, Rhode Island 02904/401 274-7297 


