
Donahue(staff) 	 7627 Old Receiver Road 

NiC-TV . 	 Frederick, [dal. 21701 

New York, N.Y. 10012 	 108/89 

Dear ilhil, 

Remember those saows I usea to do with you when you were at WHIG? All those we 

ad libbed when a guest uidn't show? 

I begin this way because I presume you get too much mail to read it all and to 

let your staff know ti,,at years ago we knew each other. The last show we did was one of 

your first on TV, when km you originated in Dayton. What a blizeard you got me into 
when you caked me to go to Indianapolis to do a show on a sister station! 

I caught part of your show this morning, after it was well started, and didn't 

see the end because it was pre-empted for an earthquake report. And I've not read the 

Abernathy book but I've more or lees kept up with the controversy. If I correctly under-

stood one of your guests, he said that the tape sent to the "ing family was made on a 

mike placed under Dr. King's bed at the Willard  Hotel in Washington. Not so. -t was a 

composite made in the FBI's lab. 

you can understand the documents I enclose, Congress amended the Freedom of 

Information Act's investigatory files exemption over one of my earlier FOia lawsuits. 

I thea filed a number of information roiuests, including relating to Dr. king and his 

assassination. I also filed a number of appeals relating to what was tithheld by the 

FBI. The copy of the poor carbon is an appeal relating to the withholding of FBI names. 

I enclose it for the portion that relates to the sending of that tape to the sang family. 

Tidy the way, the former FBI agent, ad.sh "Ihitson, as of my 1 st knowledge was practising 

law in Waehinieton and had not been subjected to any harassment over what he did. 

Also enclosed is a page from the internal investigation of how the FBI abused 

Dr. King. It identifies "hitson and indicates the fabrication of the composite tape and 

has a few other details. 

The third record is an ?HI expurgated version of the letter intended to get 

Dr. ing to kill himself. 

w  Please excuse my also sending a copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to a columnist 

who/name I've removed. Your staff may want to brief you on aome a its additional 

content. I'm 76 now and in impaired health. among my reasons is'indicating the reason 

I have for questioning Abernathy's version of that last night. 

Best wishes, 

h f'/ 

Harold Weisberg 



Mr. William Raspberry 	 7b27 Old Receiver Aced 
Washington Post 	 Frederick, Md. 21701 
1150 15 ut., EW 	 10/18/89 
Aashington, D.C. 20071 

Deer kir. SaspberrY, 

You may not remember it MOCPaul Valentine introduced us years ago. I erite to 
thank you for yourtoday's caluen and perhaps add to your knowledge of what seems likely 
to be an ongoing controversy. I've not reau the hbernathy book and probably won't buy 
it but I did catch his joint appearance on part of todayees ahil .'"onahue show, with Ben 
Oboks and others. It appears that there are other factual errors in the eberniathy 
account of Dr. "ing's last night. ?lease also excuse my sending you a copy of the 
letter I wrote “rs. Gilliam yesterday but 	not well and am limited in how much I 
can do. I hope she won't mind and I'm sending her a copy of this and its enclosures 
so she'll know. 

I've made extensive use of the Freedoe of Information hct to obtains records 
relating to the assassinations of eresident i:ennedy and Dr. King. In the King lawsuit, 
which had not yet reeched its end although filed in 1975 the remaining issue being 
only counsel fees) I got what the FBI refers to as its .iurkin file. It is these records 
I refer to in the le ter to "rs. Gilliam in which I express doubts about Dr. ebernathy's 
accuracy about that Zest night.The copy of the rather poor carbon is a page from innumer-
able appeals that, at the reauest of the judge in that case, I made as informative as 
I could to the then appeals officer, Quin Shea. This one was never actedon. His hands 
were pretty much tied and they eventually eased him out. 

1.°0 the best of my knowledge it has never been eublished that the man who did that 
mailing of the letter intended to get Dr. Ving to kill himself was a practising lawyer 
in Washington, Dish Whitson. The page that identifies him is from the so-called OPR lettmd -1 
investigation of how the FBI treated 1)t. !ling. I wrote the identification of "Murphy 
Report O.:RD) 3/31/76ron the bottom to identify it for archival purposes. On today's 
Donahue "how one of the panel said that Dr. Abernathy said the tape was made via a mike 
under Dr. e-ing's bed at the willard Hotel. in ffigt it was a composite made by the FBI 
lab. Whitson flew to Tampa, .here he mailed them, the tape and the letter. 

I also enclo.ie the letter as it was disclosed to me by the FM. The expurgations 
are the FBI's. 

In indicating to lei's. 'illiam what I have and its availability I forgot to tell 
her what/ have *hat to a degree substitutes for an index, The Fai useu to call them 
"abstracts." They made two copies, 3x5, one filee chronologically and one by serial number 
of the record. They were made for heedquartere copies of records only but to a fair 
degree can be used to locate the reports relating to Dr. Xing's activities the night 
bdfore he was killed. 

di 
I share your disgust und.effapeointment and thank you again for thin column. 

Sinceeely5  

/04020(1  
liarole Weisberg 7  
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hrs. aorothy Lithium 
The Weehington .'oat 
1150 15 at., IN 
Washington, D.C. 2(X/71 
Deur lira. 

10/17/6e 

et What you say in your "Unheroic allegatieee" column needed saying so mach! 
another aspect I'll get to also troublee me. 

You mey not remember my name but during th yeers I sought iedependence and 
honesty in farming you were a customer. I was in the 4Jost i e newsroom Wedneeday afternoonee, 

Before then I was a reporter, Senate investigator and editor and wertime 
intelligence analyst. after my ferming was wrecked by low-flyine military helicopters 
I returned to writing and investigating, with nix boogie on the assassination of 
President Kennedy and one on that of Dr. 	They'te all stood tine's testing. I 
was the inventigetor who die the work that got James Ler]. Ray an evidentiary hearing. 
It was to determine whether or not he'd get a trial. I did the investigating for the 
heering also. Paul Valentine covered it reel I'm euro he'll tell you that we excel-
paterl Ray - ehich means the crime is not solved. The liberal judge held, ultimately -
it took more tAan a year to get him to get the transcripts prepared - that guilt or 
innocence were immaterial. 

After be j.?lning a second book on the 'tang assassination FOIA was amended, rather 
its inveetigatie files exemption was amended, over one of my earlier FOIA lawsuits. I 
then sought to use it to coupel the FBI to eiseloee all. In this I failed but I did 
get about 60,0W pages. emong other thing,: these include headquarters and field office 
records, beedaning with these of "emphis. Included are the files on the group* of young 
sm eemphie blacks who took the name "Invaders" ana if the sanitation workers' strike. 

Failing kealth has kept me from completing this book and perhaps my recollections 
of all those records may not be as clear as it cou_d be but it is uy recollection that 
the FBI was looking diligently for the kind 	thing Abe Tathy exploits and could not 
find it. They did have the aorraine hotel and "ing's ewarty pretty well covered, as dim the 
local police, who die most of it. 

do not recall any reference to the dinner party after the "i.,ountaintop" speech 
but I doe recall that .ar. "ing did almost no sleeping and was concerned about the hearing 
for the day he was killed,on the injunction. The Fla'', reports refer to meeting after 
meeting in room after room. ny only recollection of two women ie of two white women from, 
as I recall, leouisville, wealthier women with a-WWW*a*-eadillac. They went to aemphie with 
or. "ing's brother 'led from, "emphis went to 2.1orida, on vacation. Where the viii also 
covered them and reported on them. I am sure that if the FIJI got even an unconfirmed rumor 
relating to Dr. ring's personal life it would have reported it. They all knew Doever was 
iooeing for just that. 

Dr. mint; was too tired to speak the night before he was killeu. He sent Abernathy 
in his piece. But the gathering would not accept Abernathy as a substitute and he had to 
call e'r. in ante tell him this. tat least two FBI agente covered that speech and their 
other records - that was a day in .shish they never expected any devil loving scripture to 
be able, to - have them referring to mature blacks as "boys" and even "monkey-faced:') 

'hie is to suggest that to the very end Abernathy was second fiddle and may not have 
liked that a bit. 

Bearieg on how dependable his recollections are, he insisted from the first that 
Dr. aing died in his arms and epoeet with him, the first not true ana the second not 
possible. eo, I have your questions about his motives and my own about his dependability. 



all of my materials, about GU filo cabinets of records and countless boxes of 

them, will be a permanent public archive at local tiood college. They've made copies of 

the Invaders and sanitation-atriku files and use them. One white woman student made a yuar-

long study of teem and did a fine thesis. History 4"rofessor lir. Gerald acKnight has done 

two understated scholarly article.; for The Oouth atlantic auarterly kLuke). he is also 

getting and plans a book on the FBI's files on the Poor Peoples' Campaign. I've already 

given hood recorde - know I'll not be able to make any use of, like the CIA's on its 

mind-bending adventures. But I've kept the King files because if I can get help I'd 

like to try to return to that booKand because I can make them available to others. To 

date no black has had any interest and no Good TV uses have been made of them, although 

aaC just aid a grogram that aupaosedly iaeludea what they want,  a of them. I've not seen 

it but I'm sure they went for one of the untenable conspiracy theories.) 

j'ao, if you know any student.; or others who want to do research, all of this is 

available, with no strings and no charge, here or at food. 

Coue to think of it, I finally persuaded what was then University .''ublieations of 

ameriaa to make them available on microfilm. Dave Garrow had discouraged their interest. 

Theg5 are at 44 U. karket .Jt., hero in rrederick. But they did not copy what the FBI 

callk "abstracts" that -1. did, with some difficulty, get. They are brief summaries of 

each headquarters record. There is no available index.. 

Rion I was woridalg on my book, "Frumeup", I tied to interest SCLC, entirely without 

success in Atlanta and with limited success in do.i York. abernethy was not alone in 

being no lilondel. I suppoae .1- was only another white honkie in hemphis and only one 

black reporter, -es Payne, ever had any interest. aside fro., Flo Kennedy, who dot me some 

kind of an award for it, I re all no other black interest. 

If you over knower of anyone who may be interested in making a study of the too files 

dood has copies of, about a file drawer in extent, my arrangement. with them is that 

anyone can get copies. I don't know what facilities they have for this but copies can be 

made commercially in Frederick for five cents, pe.-haps less in quantity. Sjrudents and 

otherd have unsupervised access here, of course. These two files would make a fine thesis 

in history, political science, pre-law and law studies. 

the way, as soon as I heard hbernathy on radio ••• phoned the Post's national 

desk to say that I recalled no such thing from the FIJI's files I have and there was no 

interest. I was told it was a 'tyle story and they'd all gone for the day. 

One other thing that may interest you or a student: 3921 Connor had an earlier 

and ignored history. I was the editor of the Senate Civil -iierties committee in the 

late 193Us. We investigated him and as I recall his then employer, U.S. Steel, for 

the flog.n.g of a white college professor, Joe Gelders. They,regarded him as too 

friendly toAard blacks. I have those hearings. 

Thanks for the column. 

Best winhns, 

/4144  L' 

harold Weisberg/ 



Kinc and 311( ausionosLvAstion Toxaemia appaala 

WART (b)(1) and (7) e-.0.ims 

4olaborg 7/2/3/00  

Them amp a tLLio mho= you Ipormad to disunns tea name of an SA you said you was 
sat::.: fiod ihotad be wi-...NtuAd•  It man, you oald, stet ezooptional moo. Boforo you Lou la 
finiah 	that had to be the 'iampa matto:,r, that while yuan antirmly without 
sympathy iar t2lo SI Who mould do ouch a tiAsic; or be part u: it. I did have coucorno 
for bin fauily. 

ovil 	-ror y 	ilfellaMMAaalo  141113 t L00013 toolne a hatoh of the FBI's 
%moot of Dr, 4inc ana fvou 1%111 orastinc n 	tape that man sant to his mire, with a 
lotto- ongcootinc tant onlw suicidal 	imod 'for lune, 

:'vu ofton wor,doroci how 1 know that of oaL 3l000 tisa ,iaLabLIgtOrl c otkicloatiaa 
Imd boon moiled flu:: Tookpm. 

Nam a :4nowl it woo diora000d, along with the Liago moo, Li& Whit non. 
If you aver want t namoo.:: 	ak in th - Lab wiz areated thin tempo by care-ul 

re-A rte 	from othar tapas, that, too, haa bean diacloned and ) oan provide it. 
At ma timo and in no faW.Mul may hea,- tbo 	din]outod my ruwanontstion that the 

axialnalva dinalosuroa of 	haaen did not load to hurono:AAnt awl that ho rual roasono 
are C0.1..."&rial:Ovini; roquootorop inthalitatzlaw tho oolerto,an.:1 tryinf!: to antpd.A alabarrasur-out 
to tho 1,31. 

hf -thero to any ono matter Ivor vinieh hatos-Kemt 	bo oxpaelma it ta ovor this 
ettem74 to drilla itag to mdadda and at leftat ruin blm rarriam* Nov toot I oan 

inform you that tho anmat aro diltflaende  I ask you to ohm that =ham moo to.roo2trzit. 
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On January 5, 1965, Atinnta advised Headquarters that 
Zinn !!arl br,comitm 1.:or and more,  upset, that he blamed the FBI 
and felt hif; phone was tapped. On the same day a report was 
made Va tie previously ordered review of King's writings and 
books in aa effort to detect possible con-munist influence. 
The cone.usion was that there were certain parallels but no 
casual Link. On January 6, New York was directed to dis-
cretly cover King in New York by physical and electronic 
surveillance becau!;e he might meet a wnman there. The memo -
indicated, ".:1c.c.,Ari,:y is paramount". Also on the sixth the 
SAC in Atlanta nailed the Bureau and reported that the.wire-. 
taps indicated ha',: Xing was vary nervous and upset and was 
not sleeping well. He believed the Bureau had his phone - -
tapped. Xing said a tape and letter which referred .to. the 
. . . . coma) - • 	 . - 	" • 	had been 
sent to his home And his wife had read the letter. King 
said: "They are out to break me". The SAC knew nothing of 
the tape. Kin' said in a tapped conversation that he needed 
to talk with noover or DeLoaeh.6 1  

11.1, 	 • had actually been. mailed.in  • 
late Fovembr j.64 by fd511 Whitvon, a formnn agent who flew 
to Flori,ni 	 inscruncions. SulLivan had previously 
toLci E. . . Cb)(7)(C) 	J no keep the minrephena tapa tonethnr. 

;:an told to givn.soma of the tripes to Joha Matter of 
Z 	NE: now thinks he . . 	. . CW-Oa) - " ' 
• • 	. Whnn Matter neturned the tapes, tine= was a 
coranosite ad :!en. Sullivan had. [(0(7)(C)3 get him non-watermarked 
staticnanr. Sn.11-Lvan took the Lant!J ,;utt the stationery and 
later gava(000)(03 a package to deliver to Whitson. The tape 
was nccomnauiftn by a Letter advising Kinn that ' 	" - 
- • 	• • • (1...YnriCc) -   . . 	. - 
Apparently Kinn did net listen to the tape until he returned 
fro= Oslo. niz wife is aupposed to have listened to it also. (74  
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me 0 them to praten 	 n stern 
could not do more. What inc edible evilness. 

KING, 

will to 	gnify yo 	 e 	er a Mr. or a everen• or 
a Dr. And,Iyour lest name calls to mind onl the t - o. of 
Ki 	rue 	a - King Henry the VIII 

ring, look into your heart. You know you are a complete 
fraud end a peat liability to all of ua Negroes. White 
people in this country have enough frauds of their own but; I 
dm sure they don't have one at this time that is any where near 
your equal. You are no clergyman and you know it. I repeat you 
are a colossal frcud and n evil vi io s one at that. You 
could not believe in Go 	 Clearly you don't 
believe in any personal morel princioles. 

King, like all frauds your end is an-roaching. You could 
have been our greatest leader. You, even at an early age have 
turned out to be not a leader but a dissolute, abnormal moral 
imbecile. We will now have to denend on our older leaders like 
Wilkins a man of character and thank God we have others like 
him. But you are done. Your "honorary" degrees, your Nobel 
Prize (what a grim farce) and otilc r awards will not save you. 
King, I repeat you are done. 

verso 	n overcome a 	 v 

reoeat - no 
can 	auccessAully against facts. You are finished. 

ng you are done. 

The American rublic, the church organizations that hPve been 
helping - Proitestent, Catholic and Jews will know you for what 
you are - an evil, abnormal beast. So will others who have backed 
you. You are done. 

Ting, there is only one thine left for you to do. You know 
what it is. You havejust 34 days in which to do (this exact 
number has been selected for a an(cIfic reason, it Iva definite 
nr.actics1 sirnfricent. You are done. There is but one way out for 
you. You better take it before your filthy,abnormal fraddelont self 
1s bared to the nation. 


