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Decision to name agent 
wa. publisher's dilemma 
Book-,contains note 
2416.tning proCess 

3y Tim Warren 
3ook Editor: 

As.ellairrnan and chief executive ' 
3111ctr of St. Martin's Press, Thomas 
McCormack was well aware of the 
ramifications of naming the Secret 
Service agent who Howard Donahue 
says-accidentally shot the third bul-
let at John F. Kennedy on Nov. 22. 
1961 •. 	• 

So. when, after several months of 
researching Mr. Donahue's thesis, 
Mr. Ine-Cormack was considering 
publishing *vital Enor: he drafted 
a letter In.November to the agent. 

"Lfigured the allegaUun was very 
distrr.saIng to the man: Mr. McCor-
mack told The Sun. "13asically, I said 
fin theletterl that if he could have 
talked us.out of It. we wauldn't have 
published the book. But we never 
heard-back from him. 

"Fur that matter, If anybody else 
could come up with material that 
would have invalidated the theory. it 

have been published. I 
waited until the end of December lac-
fore giving the go-ahead: . 

He said that between eight to 10 
people at St. Martin's worked on the 
marams•-crIpt for several months. and 
read "thousands of pages" of material 
related: td the assaastriallen. Includ-
ing otlitiebooks on the killing and 
the repart of the Warren Commis-
sion. Aelhe end of 'Mortal Error: 
Mr. Mtp.trrnack adds an unusual 
"note ftean the pubilslier that details 
the %hang process "16 convey the 
kind ot- decision that we went 
throughe.:-  

Eittaitin secrecy — the book was 
not inecatoned In St. Martin's winter 
or sprinicatalogs — 'Mortal Error" 
Is schicimited to be in bookstores na-
tionwide:Wednesday Joining an al-
ready .crowded field of Kennedy-
assassination books (there are five. 
either LI hard cover or paper back. on 
the New, York Times' most recent 
best-seller list, Including 'Ugh Trea-
son,' eo:-written by Harrison laving. 
stone of-  Raluinore). 
'—gt."),Iartin's spokesman Jahn J. 
Murphj! said advance • orders for 
"MottatError exceed 100,000. Ile 
said the book already • ltaa gone 
through three Wirth igs: Mr. McCor-
mack •slct the. first printing Is 
I 25,000; an unusually high :mums tber 
for a (lest-tline author with no na-
tional tie tie recognition.. 

Mr.:McCormack said the decision 
to name the Secret Service agent  

1977) was a difficult one. And he -
said the book emphasizes that the 
agent was not aegtigent, but In fact 
acted courageously. • 

in looking ri  what was seal In 
the manuscript, and what Dona toe 
has said In conversation. I was 
struck by how much Donahue ex-
pressed sympathy for (the agent'," 
Mr. Mcairmack :mid. "Re even ruade 
statements about what a brave man 
lie was, that he picked up the gun to 
get the bad guys, and the gun acci-
dentally went off: 

Thus, he went on. since "Mortal 
Error" does not say the former agent 
acted out of negligence or malice. We,  

shot 
eoetcrttttolloarrtioitilli:ciitetehle:a: 	antotaltnliyi:!:cdtui  

libelous. 
BuLLarunittuit Brown. executive 

Steretervlee  kanriarinn,  based in 
Alexandria. Va., said the former 
agent talked to him about seeking 
legal action against Mr. Donahue 
when 'Mortal Error" author Dona' 
Menninger was trying to interview 
him for the book last spring. 

-The man's extremely upset. and 
would you blame him? How would 
you like to be known as time person 
who was accused of shooting the 
president of the United States when 
you know In your heart that It Isn't 
true?" Mr. crown said angrily. "1 
think [the former agent] thinks its 
bull—, and so do I.' 

Mr. Brown says he has not talked 
recently to the former agent. who he 
says left the Seerel•Service in the 
early 1970s. Citing confidentiality, 
he would not give out any other hi. 
funnation on the former agent. 

But referring to a conversation he 
had bent spring with Mr. Menninger. 
Mr. Brown said, "When I was talking 
to this twerp, I told him that )the 
former agent) was very much pre-
pared to laming suit against him and 
was.in the process of finding an at-
torney — and that we would be talk-
ing about damages in substantial 
nunthe re.-  

If the former agent does sue, Mr. 
Brown said. members of its organi-
zation and other former agents who 
were in the motorcade with Kennedy 
in Dallas would testify on his behalf. 
"'There arc a number of people who 
are alive and well who were standing 
next to lthe farmer agent): 

As for why the former agent has 
not 'responded to Inquiries by St. 
Martin's or Mr., MennInger, Mr. 
Brown said. "Whishould he — why 
make a response to a theory that is 
totally Incorrect? What you would be 
doing is giving credence to a ridicu-
lous allegation: 

Mr. McCormack said the former 
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ported by acv era- treat-level wit-, 
• • rievJes• immediately aften.1.11c shoot-. 

in{;„ a inglili,unllitely cxuatscquence to 
rifle,.fired five florirs ;up and .138, 

yarcia away. 	, 	• 	' • 	• 
0 Testiminiy placing the AR-15 

„rifle in the agent's hand  ln ,thc inn- 
.' 	franiebf.the.third 

0 TesUmOny from ...several wit-, 
neases that•the sound of .We Shots. 
mule frora.the cars. .• ; • 	: •• 

ClTestintoily from'  •Cov. John' 
Connally,  that,the thh:tishot was the 

• R initial testimony 	later: re- 
:canted from witnesses within the 
Texas Book Depository that they on 
ly heard Oswald fire two shots.. , 
. 	Two' kfient shells recovered 
Wan the fifth floor of tlie Texas BOok. 
Depository in clean.,  flreablc condi-
non. and orael. yltatesLazal 
heat up. suggestinthat it was a 
*pract.ice"str a  

protect  his nrufg•  
:pin when dry-rirIng,_a  sommon 

sliodEF trick. 	
. 

- • D Oswald's own befuddlement 
and deelaratiOn that he was a 'piney" 

-"at the time of hts'arrest andinterro- 
• gallon.. 	• 
. • Mr. Donahue maintains that, 
Were are Iwo further tests that could: 
inetanny prove or disprove his !ne-
sts.. and he to surprised that it they 
have been made, no public acknowl- 
edg,ment..af them has ever been an-. 
flounced: • 

Fur one thing. the composMun of 
the Jacket' of the .AR-I5 bullet is 
slightly different than the compost-•  
non of a 6.5 Carciuio bullet JackeL 
Is 90 percent copper,-  9 percent zinc: 
and 1 percent Impurities, Tire Car-. 
cant) .  Jacket.':eontaltis only topper. 
Thum any examination of the recov-
ered ballistic copper has that cart be 
shown to contain. zinc ean only have 
mat: Irma a .223 bialct. 
' Additionally,, time thicknesses of 

the copper Jackets on the two bullets 
arc profoteadly different. The Jacket 
on the .22:3 bullet is only 	of 
an inch Wick. whereas the Carcano 
Jacket is 1/32.000 of an inch thick. 

Under microscopic examination, 
these differences would be readily 
visible; an examination of the copper 
remnants In the ballistic residue has 
never been made either.' 	• 

hate the word 'cover-up.':" he 
says. it sounds so sinister. But.the 
government, wao between a rock and 
a hard place:They did not want to 
admit that Kennedy was shot In the 
head by their own man. They trial to 
cover It up with the Warren 0:Jaunts-
stiM. And the Warren Commission 
was so inept that it led to much more 
widespread distrust of the govern- 
rnent and Its Investigating agencies. 

il'aNutmody.. really • profited from it The 
t, 	Warren Commission simply covered 


