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th
e
 e

m
o
tio

n
a
l fe

e
lin

g
 ca

m
e
 w

ith
in

 m
e
 th

a
t so

m
e
o
n
e
 o

w
e
d
 th

is d
e
b
t to

 
o
u
r b

e
lo

ve
d
 P

re
sid

e
n
t to

 sa
ve

 h
e
r th

e
 o

rd
e
a
l o

f co
m

in
g
 b

a
ck," R

u
b
y 

s
a

id
. "I d

o
n

't k
n

o
w

 w
h

y
 th

a
t c

a
m

e
 th

ro
u

g
h

 m
y
 m

in
d

."" 
A

s fo
r th

e
 p

o
ssib

ility th
a

t R
u

b
y a

n
d

 O
sw

a
ld

 kn
e

w
 e

a
ch

 o
th

e
r, th

e
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 ca
te

g
o

rica
lly ru

le
d

 it o
u

t. 

. M
here have been num

erous specific allegations that O
sw

ald w
as 

se
e

n
 in

 th
e

 co
m

p
a

n
y o

f R
u

b
y p

rio
r to

 N
o

ve
m

b
e

r 2
2

, o
fte

n
 a

t R
u

b
y's 

C
a
ro

u
se

l C
lu

b
. A

ll su
ch

 a
lle

g
a
tio

n
s h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 in

ve
stig

a
te

d
, b

u
t th

e
 

C
om

m
ission has found none w

hich m
erits credence. 

In all but a few
 instances w

here the C
om

m
ission w

as able to trace 
th

e
 cla

im
 to

 its so
u
rce

, th
e
 p

e
rso

n
 re

sp
o
n
sib

le
 fo

r th
e
 re

p
o
rt e

ith
e
r 

d
e

n
ie

d
 m

a
kin

g
 it o

r a
d

m
itte

d
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d

 n
o

 b
a

sis fo
r th

e
 o

rig
in

a
l 

a
lle

g
a

tio
n

. F
re

q
u
e

n
tly th

o
se

 re
sp

o
n

sib
le

 fo
r th

e
 a

lle
g

a
tio

n
s h

a
ve

 
proved to be persons of erratic m

em
ory or dubious m

ental stability.60  

T
h
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 a

lso
 g

a
ve

 little
 cre

d
e
n
ce

 to
 su

g
g
e
stio

n
s th

a
t R

u
b
y 

m
ig

h
t h

a
ve

 h
a

d
 tie

s to
 o

rg
a

n
ize

d
 crim

e
. A

 sh
o

rt se
ctio

n
 in

 th
e

 W
a

rre
n

 
R

e
p

o
rt w

a
s
 d

e
d

ic
a

te
d

 to
 th

e
 s

u
b

je
c
t. In

 it, th
e

 C
o

m
m

is
s
io

n
 s

ta
te

d
 

th
a
t a

n
y lin

ks R
u
b
y m

a
y h

a
ve

 h
a
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 m

o
b
 w

e
re

 u
n
d
o
u
b
te

d
ly 

lim
ite

d
 to

 th
e

 p
ro

fe
ssio

n
a

l g
a

m
b

le
rs w

h
o

 fre
q

u
e

n
te

d
 h

is clu
b

s. L
a

w
 

e
n

fo
rce

m
e

n
t a

g
e

n
cie

s, th
e

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 w
ro

te
, h

a
d

 th
o

ro
u

g
h

ly in
ve

s-
tig

a
te

d
 th

e
 m

a
tte

r a
n
d
 w

e
re

 s
a
tis

fie
d
 th

a
t R

u
b
y
 w

a
s
 in

 n
o
 w

a
y
 

a
ffilia

te
d

 w
ith

 L
a

 C
a

sa
 N

o
stra

 fa
m

ilie
s th

e
n

 o
p

e
ra

tin
g

 in
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

te
s. 

A
s h

e
 fin

ish
e
d

 re
a
d
in

g
 th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt, H

o
w

a
rd

 D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 w

a
s n

o
 

m
o
re

 in
clin

e
d
 to

 b
e
lie

ve
 th

e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's critics th

a
n
 b

e
fo

re
. T

h
e
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
's e

xh
a
u
stive

 a
cco

u
n
t o

f th
e
 e

ve
n
ts a

n
d
 p

e
o
p
le

 in
 D

a
lla

s 
se

e
m

e
d

 m
o

re
 th

a
n

 su
fficie

n
t in

 h
is m

in
d

 to
 re

so
lve

 a
n

y d
o

u
b

ts th
a

t 
m

a
y h

a
ve

 e
xiste

d
. 

S
till, fa

irn
e

ss re
q

u
ire

d
 th

a
t h

e
 e

xa
m

in
e

 b
o

th
 sid

e
s o

f th
e

 sto
ry. H

e
 

k
n
e
w

 th
a
t fo

r h
is

 T
rue a

rticle
 to

 b
e

 cre
d

ib
le

, h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 to

 d
e

a
l 

w
ith

 th
e

 a
rg

u
m

e
n

ts m
a

d
e

 b
y th

o
se

 w
h

o
 d

id
 n

o
t b

e
lie

ve
 th

e
 g

o
ve

rn
-

m
e

n
t's e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 killin

g
. 

A
n

d
 so

, b
u

yin
g

 a
 little

 m
o

re
 tim

e
 fro

m
 h

is e
d

ito
r, D

o
n

a
h

u
e

 fo
u

n
d

 
e

ve
ry b

o
o

k h
e

 co
u

ld
 o

n
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 a

n
d

 sta
rte

d
 to

 re
a

d
. 
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THE CRITICS 

F
O

R
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L
L

 O
F

 D
O

N
A

H
U

E
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 C
O

N
F

ID
E

N
C

E
 IN

 T
H

E
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt, h

e
 a

n
d
 

o
th

e
rs like

 h
im

 w
e

re
 fa

st b
e

co
m

in
g

 a
 m

in
o

rity b
y th

e
 m

id
-1

9
6

0
s. A

 
su

rve
y co

n
d
u
cte

d
 b

y T
h
e
 

W
ashington P

ost 
in

 O
c
to

b
e

r 1
9

6
6

 fo
u

n
d

 
th

a
t 6

0
 p

e
rc

e
n
t o

f th
e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 p

e
o
p
le

 re
je

c
te

d
 th

e
 "m

a
in

 a
rg

u
-

m
e
n
ts

" o
f th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
's

 fin
d
in

g
s
 a

n
d
 h

a
d
 "d

e
e
p
 a

n
d
 

a
b

id
in

g
 d

o
u

b
ts a

b
o

u
t th

e
 o

fficia
l e

xp
la

n
a

tio
n

" o
f th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
.' 

T
h

is
 s

k
e

p
tic

is
m

 w
a

s
 d

riv
e

n
 b

y
, a

n
d

 in
 tu

rn
, d

riv
in

g
, a

 tre
m

e
n

d
o

u
s
 

a
m

o
u

n
t o

f w
ritte

n
 m

a
te

ria
l a

b
o

u
t K

e
n

n
e

d
y
's

 d
e

a
th

. B
y
 th

e
 tim

e
 

D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 b

e
g
a
n
 h

is re
se

a
rch

, d
o
ze

n
s o

f a
rticle

s a
n
d
 clo

se
 to

 tw
e
n
ty 

b
o
o
ks h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 w

ritte
n
 o

n
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
r. M

o
st w

e
re

 sh
a
rp

ly critica
l o

f 
th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p

o
rt. 

In
 to

n
e
 a

n
d
 co

n
te

n
t, th

e
 b

o
o
ks ra

n
g
e
d
 fro

m
 th

e
 se

n
sa

tio
n
a
listic to

 
th

e
 sch

o
la

rly, w
h

ile
 th

e
ir title

s o
fte

n
 re

fle
cte

d
 co

m
p

e
tin

g
 co

n
sp

ira
cy 

th
e
o
rie

s
 th

a
t s

e
e
m

e
d
 to

 m
u
s
h
ro

o
m

 m
o
n
th

ly
 in

 th
e
 d

a
rk

, u
n
c
e
rta

in
 

a
fte

rm
a
th

 o
f th

e
 s

h
o
o
tin

g
: 

O
sw

a
ld

: A
ssa

ssin
 o

r F
a
ll G

u
y?

. T
h
e 14  

S
eco

n
d

 O
sw

a
ld

, In
q

u
est, W

h
itew

a
sh

 1
—

T
h

e R
ep

o
rt o

n
 th

e W
a

rren
 

R
eport, W

hitew
ash II—

T
he F

B
I–Secret 411erce C

o
ver-U

p
, R

u
sh

 to
 

Judgm
ent, T

he B
astard B

ullet.v.)1.4e 
A

lle
g
e
d
 co

n
sp

ira
to

rs ra
n
g
e
d
 fro

m
 d

isg
ru

n
tle

d
 C

u
b
a
n
s to

 th
e
 R

u
s-

sia
n
s to

 th
e
 C

e
n
tra

l In
te

llig
e
n
ce

 A
g
e
n
cy, o

rg
a
n
ize

d
 crim

e
, rig

h
t-w

in
g
 

fa
n

a
tics, o

r a
n

y co
m

b
in

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 a
b

o
ve

. W
rite

rs su
sta

in
e

d
 th

e
se

 
th

e
o
rie

s w
ith

 w
h
a
t th

e
y cla

im
e
d
 w

e
re

 a
 h

o
st o

f u
n
a
n
sw

e
re

d
 q

u
e
stio

n
s, 

b
iza

rre
 co

in
cid

e
n
ce

s a
n
d
 o

u
trig

h
t co

n
tra

d
ictio

n
s in

 th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
's fin

d
in

g
s. T

h
e
 re

d
 fla

g
s e

m
e
rg

e
d
 a

fte
r re

p
o
rte

rs a
n
d
 w

rite
rs 

b
e
g
a
n
 s

c
ru

tin
iz

in
g
 th

e
 C

o
m

m
is

s
io

n
's

 tw
e
n
ty

-s
ix

 v
o
lu

m
e
s
 o

f tra
n
-

scrip
ts a

n
d
 e

vid
e
n
ce

 a
n
d
 a

fte
r th

e
y sta

rte
d
 ta

lkin
g
 to

 w
itn

e
sse

s th
e
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 ch
o

se
 n

o
t to

 h
e

a
r. 

O
n
e
 o

f th
e
 a

re
a
s o

f g
re

a
te

st d
o
u
b
t ce

n
te

re
d
 o

n
 w

h
a
t q

u
ickly a

n
d
 

d
e
risive

ly b
e
ca

m
e
 kn

o
w

n
 a

s th
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
's "m

a
g
ic b

u
lle

t" th
e
-

o
ry: th

e
 cla

im
 th

a
t b

o
th

 C
o

n
n

a
lly a

n
d

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y w
e

re
 w

o
u

n
d

e
d

 b
y th

e
 

sa
m

e
 b

u
lle

t, p
ro

b
a
b
ly th

e
 first O

sw
a
ld

 fire
d
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e
 critics, 
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in
v
estig

ato
rs a m

an
 n

am
ed

 O
sw

ald
 left a rifle to

 h
av

e it m
o
u
n
ted

 w
ith

 

a telesco
p
ic sig

h
t in

 th
e first tw

o
 w

eek
s o

f N
o
v
em

b
er." Y

et th
e g

u
n
 

L
ee H

arv
ey

 O
sw

ald
 u

sed
 to

 k
ill th

e P
resid

en
t w

as p
u
rch

ased
 w

ith
 

th
e sig

h
t attach

ed
." 

A
t least six

 p
eo

p
le rep

o
rted

 seein
g
 a m

an
 resem

b
lin

g
 O

sw
ald

 

p
racticin

g
 at rifle ran

g
es in

 th
e D

allas area th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e fall o
f 1

9
6
3
 

w
ith

 a g
u
n
 "p

erh
ap

s id
en

tical to
 O

sw
ald

's M
an

n
lich

er-C
arcan

o
." 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

ere w
as n

o
 ev

id
en

ce 

p
ro

v
in

g
 O

sw
ald

 ev
er w

en
t to

 th
e ran

g
es in

 q
u
estio

n
 th

at au
tu

m
n
." 

A
lb

ert B
o
g
ard

, a salesm
an

 w
ith

 a L
in

co
ln

-M
ercu

ry
 d

ealer in
 D

al-

las, said
 th

at o
n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 9

 a m
an

 w
h
o
 g

av
e h

is n
am

e as L
ee O

sw
ald

 

to
o
k
 a test d

riv
e in

 a n
ew

 car at sev
en

ty
 m

iles an
 h

o
u
r o

n
 a n

earb
y
 

freew
ay

. T
h
e p

ro
b
lem

 w
as th

e "real" O
sw

ald
 d

id
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 h
o
w

 to
 

d
riv

e. B
o
g
ard

 n
o
n
eth

eless said
 h

e reco
g
n
ized

 th
e m

an
 to

 b
e O

sw
ald

 

fro
m

 p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
s th

at ap
p
eared

 in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers after th
e assassi-

n
atio

n
." 

T
h
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 ev

en
tu

ally
 d

ecid
ed

 O
sw

ald
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e b

een
 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 th
ese sig

h
tin

g
s o

r en
co

u
n
ters." B

u
t th

at, critics said
, w

as 

p
recisely

 th
e p

o
in

t. In
 an

y
 case, th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 m

ad
e n

o
 effo

rt to
 

fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
o
 th

is p
erso

n
 o

r p
erso

n
s m

ig
h
t h

av
e b

een
 o

r w
h
y
 th

ey
 

w
o
u
ld

 w
an

t to
 estab

lish
 sig

h
tin

g
s o

f "O
sw

ald
" in

 th
e w

eek
s p

rio
r to

 

th
e assassin

atio
n
. 

F
in

ally
, th

ere w
as th

e p
ro

lo
n
g
ed

 an
d
 b

itter co
n
tro

v
ersy

 su
rro

u
n
d
-

in
g
 th

e P
resid

en
t's w

o
u
n
d
s an

d
 h

is ex
am

in
atio

n
 b

y
 d

o
cto

rs in
 D

allas 

a4:41 ,  an
d
 in

 B
eth

esd
a, M

ary
lan

d
, w

h
ere th

e K
en

n
ed

y
 au

to
p
sy

 w
as co

n
-

d
u
cted

. D
o
cto

rs in
 D

allas in
itially

 to
ld

 th
e p

ress th
at th

e fro
n
tal 

w
o
u
n
d
 in

 K
en

n
ed

y
's n

eck
 m

ay
 h

av
e b

een
 o

n
e o

f en
try

." T
h
is o

b
v
i-

o
u
sly

 d
estro

y
ed

 th
e o

n
e-g

u
n
m

an
 scen

ario
, an

d
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 in

v
esti-

g
ato

rs su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 su

g
g
ested

 th
e d

o
cto

rs m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 m

istak
en

. 

M
o
st o

f th
em

 ev
en

tu
ally

 co
n
clu

d
ed

 th
ey

 h
ad

 b
een

." 

T
h
e B

eth
esd

a au
to

p
sy

 itself w
as co

n
d
u
cted

 b
y
 a d

o
cto

r w
h
o
 h

ad
 

v
irtu

ally
 n

o
 ex

p
erien

ce w
ith

 g
u
n
sh

o
t v

ictim
s." N

o
t su

rp
risin

g
ly

, th
e 

p
ro

ced
u
re w

as rife w
ith

 erro
rs. A

n
d
 w

h
at p

o
ssib

le reaso
n
, critics 

ask
ed

, w
o
u
ld

 th
e d

o
cto

r h
av

e h
ad

 fo
r b

u
rn

in
g
 h

is au
to

p
sy

 n
o
tes tw

o
 

r ," 
d
ay

s after th
e o

p
eratio

n
 w

as co
m

p
lete?" 

tn
i s  ;

 A
 h

o
st o

f o
th

er tro
u
b
lin

g
 q

u
estio

n
s raised

 b
y
 th

e critics in
clu

d
ed

: 

• 
W

h
y
 w

as th
e g

u
n
 fo

u
n
d
 at th

e d
ep

o
sito

ry
 in

itially
 d

escrib
ed

 

as a 7
.6

5
 m

illim
eter G

erm
an

 M
au

ser, w
h
en

 O
sw

ald
's g

u
n
 w

as 

clearly
 stam

p
ed

 "C
al. 6

.5
—

M
ad

e Italy
"? W

ere tw
o
 g

u
n
s 

fo
u
n
d
 in

 th
e b

o
o
k
 d

ep
o
sito

ry
?" 

• 
W

h
y
 d

id
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 d

isco
u
n
t th

e testim
o
n
y
 o

f v
eteran

 

rep
o
rter S

eth
 K

an
to

r, w
h
o
 sw

o
re h

e saw
 an

d
 talk

ed
 to

 

Jack
 R

u
b
y
 at P

ark
lan

d
 H

o
sp

ital ju
st after th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
?" D

id
 

R
u
b
y
 p

lan
t th

e "m
ag

ic b
u
llet"? 

• 
W

h
y
 d

id
 th

e C
o
m

m
issio

n
 n

ev
er m

en
tio

n
 th

at th
e slay

in
g
 o

f 

th
e D

allas p
o
lice o

fficer, J. D
. T

ip
p
it, o

ccu
rred

 ju
st tw

o
 

T
H
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b
lo

ck
s fro

m
 R

u
b
y
's ap

artm
en

t? W
as O

sw
ald

 o
n
 h

is w
ay

 to
 

see R
u
b
y
 w

h
en

 th
e p

o
licem

an
 sto

p
p
ed

 h
im

?" 

• 
H

o
w

 w
as R

u
b
y
 ab

le to
 p

en
etrate th

e b
asem

en
t o

f th
e D

allas 

p
o
lice statio

n
 to

 k
ill O

sw
ald

? It w
as a fact th

at R
u
b
y
 k

n
ew

 a 

n
u
m

b
er o

f p
o
lice o

fficers. D
id

 th
ey

 let h
im

 in
? W

ere p
o
lice 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 a p
lo

t to
 k

ill K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 silen

ce O
sw

ald
?" 

• 
A

lo
n
g
 th

e sam
e lin

es, h
o
w

 d
id

 R
u
b
y
 m

an
ag

e to
 arriv

e at th
e 

p
o
lice statio

n
 at th

e p
recise m

o
m

en
t O

sw
ald

 w
as p

assin
g
 

th
ro

u
g
h
? O

sw
ald

's tran
sfer h

ad
 o

rig
in

ally
 b

een
 sch

ed
u
led

 fo
r 

10:00 A
.M

. th
at S

u
n
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
. D

id
 so

m
eo

n
e tell R

u
b
y
 th

e 

tran
sfer w

o
u
ld

n
't tak

e p
lace u

n
til 1

1
:2

0
?" O

r w
as h

is tim
ely

 

ap
p
earan

ce ju
st lu

ck
? 

O
n
e o

f th
e b

ro
ad

 co
m

p
lain

ts ab
o
u
t th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt cen

tered
 o

n
 

th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
's m

eth
o
d
o
lo

g
y
 an

d
 ap

p
aren

t p
reco

n
ceiv

ed
 n

o
tio

n
s 

ab
o
u
t th

e assassin
atio

n
. H

aro
ld

 W
eisb

erg
 sp

o
k
e fo

r m
an

y
 w

h
en

 h
e 

w
ro

te th
e fo

llo
w

in
g
 p

assag
e in

 h
is 1

9
6
5
 b

o
o
k
 

W
h

itew
ash

 1—
T

h
e 

R
ep

o
rt o

n
 th

e W
arren

 R
ep

o
rt: 

D
id the C

om
m

ission ever consider that anyone other than L
ee H

arvey 

O
sw

ald could have been the assassin? N
either in the R

eport or any-

w
h
ere else is th

ere ev
en

 an
y
 in

d
icatio

n
 th

at th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 ev

er 

seriously considered such a possibility. O
sw

ald him
self denied having 

sh
o
t an

y
b
o
d
y
. T

h
e R

ep
o
rt co

n
clu

d
es h

is d
en

ial w
as n

o
t cred

ib
le 

because the C
om

m
ission considered him

 a liar. 

W
hether or not O

sw
ald actually w

as a liar, the fact rem
ains that the 

C
om

m
ission ruled out the possibility of anyone else being the assassin 

of P
resident K

ennedy. T
his w

as the w
idely but not officially reported 

conclusion of the m
assive F

B
I report turned over to the C

om
m

ission. 

It w
as the conclusion of the D

allas police. P
erhaps it w

as even the fact. 

B
ut in determ

ining before it held its hearings that it w
ould not diligently 

seek
 ou

t all oth
er p

ossib
ilities, th

e C
om

m
ission

 con
d

u
cted

 an
 in

q
u

iry 

w
ith a built-in verdict. It converted its function from

 one w
hich w

ould 

"uncover all the facts" to one that could have but a single purpose: T
o 

v
alid

ate th
e co

n
clu

sio
n
 th

at O
sw

ald
 w

as th
e lo

n
e an

d
 u

n
assisted

 

assassin. T
his can scarcely be called the prem

ise for an im
partial and 

unbiased investigation." 

O
f th

e b
o
o
k
s critical o

f th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

ritten
 in

 th
e first fiv

e 

y
ears after th

e sh
o
o
tin

g
, D

o
n
ah

u
e fo

u
n
d
 S

ix
 S

e
c
o

n
d

s
 in

 D
a
lla

s
 b

y
 

Jo
siah

 T
h
o
m

p
so

n
 am

o
n
g
 th

e m
o
st co

m
p
ellin

g
. T

h
e b

o
o
k
 h

ad
 ju

st 

b
een

 p
u
b
lish

ed
 in

 th
e fall o

f 1
9
6
7
. T

h
o
m

p
so

n
's effo

rt w
as o

b
v
io

u
sly

 

th
o
ro

u
g
h
ly

 research
ed

 an
d
 in

clu
d
ed

 a w
id

e v
ariety

 o
f g

rap
h
s, p

h
o
to

-

g
rap

h
s, an

d
 o

th
er v

isu
al aid

s. M
u
ch

 o
f S

ix S
eco

n
d

s fo
cu

sed
 o

n
 th

e 

au
th

o
r's an

aly
sis o

f A
b
rah

am
 Z

ap
ru

d
er's h

o
m

e m
o
v
ie o

f th
e assassi-

n
atio

n
. 

T
h
is an

aly
sis, T

h
o
m

p
so

n
 co

n
clu

d
ed

, rev
ealed

 tw
o
 essen

tial p
o
in

ts 
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that proved the shooting w
as the w

ork of m
ore than one gunm

an: 
F

irst, a fram
e-by-fram

e study of the film
 show

ed that C
onnally w

as 
indeed not hit until betw

een 1/2 and 11/2 seconds after K
ennedy w

as. 
G

iven that the m
inim

um
 firing tim

e betw
een C

arcano shots w
as 2.3 

seconds, the governor's w
ound—

according to T
hom

pson—
cam

e too 
late to be from

 the sam
e bullet and too soon to have been a second 

bullet from
 the sam

e rifle." 
S

econd, the film
 show

ed K
ennedy's head m

ove slightly forw
ard 

a
n

d
 th

e
n

 vio
le

n
tly b

a
ckw

a
rd

 a
s th

e
 fin

a
l sh

o
t stru

ck. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 
T

hom
pson, this m

otion proved that the P
resident w

as hit in the head 
sim

ultaneously w
ith tw

o shots: one from
 the front and one from

 the 
rear." "If, as the C

om
m

ission had said, the [last} shot cam
e from

 the 
rear, then the force of the blow

 could be expected to jolt K
ennedy 

forw
ard, not backw

ard as clearly appeared on the film
," T

hom
pson 

w
ro

te
." 

T
hom

pson's final thesis w
as that 

three assassins fired four shots from three different locations. The first 
and third shots were from the depository—most likely from the sixth-
floor. southeast-corner window later identified by the Warren Commis-
sion as the sniper's nest. The second shot. woundin g  the governor, 
was fired from the east side of Dealey Plaza—most likely from a 
building rooftop. The fourth and final shot was fired from a point near 
the corner of the stockade fence lon the grassy knoll] north o

r rim
 

S
treet.'* 

A
s he read T

hom
pson's book and others and studied the skeptics' 

argum
ents and assertions, D

onahue's loyalty to the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion dim

inished som
ew

hat. T
he critics w

ere right: T
here w

ere too 
m

any om
issions and seem

ingly arbitrary conclusions in the W
arren 

R
eport, and too m

any questions left begging. 
B

u
t at the sam

e tim
e, D

onahue w
as struck by the fact that although 

these authors w
ere w

riting w
ith ostensible authority about a gunshot 

m
urder, few

, if any, apparently had any experience w
ith firearm

s or 
ballistics. M

ark Lane, author of R
u

sh
 to J

u
d
g
m

e
n
t, w

as an attorney 
and form

er N
ew

 Y
ork S

tate assem
blym

an." H
arold W

eisburg, the 
d
e
a
n
 o

f th
e
 critics a

n
d
 a

u
th

o
r o

f th
e
 

W
hitew

ash 
se

rie
s, w

a
s a

 
governm

ent intelligence analyst-turned-goose farm
er." S

ylvan F
ox, 

w
ho w

rote T
he U

nansw
ered Q

uestions A
bout P

resid
en

t K
en

ed
y's 

A
ssassination, w

as a P
ulitzer P

rize-w
inning reporter.39  A

n
d
 fo

r a
ll 

his analytical skills. T
hom

pson, author of Six Seconds in D
allas, w

as 
a philosophy professor." 

T
o D

onahue, this lack of firearm
s training w

as all too apparent. In 
none of the books could he find a thoughtful, rigorous analysis of the 
ballistic evidence. M

ost of the authors, he believed, instead relied on 
ballistic generalizations and often outright fallacies to support their 

1
  

(4, 	
1.0 , 

a
rg

u
m

e
n

ts. O
th

e
rs p

la
ye

d
 d

o
w

n
 o

r ig
n

o
re

d
 e

vid
e

n
ce

 th
a

t d
id

n
't 

support their particular bent on the killing. 
T

his tendency to m
isunderstand the evidence or see it as a kind of 

ro
llin

g
 R

o
rsch

a
ch

 te
st o

p
e

n
 to

 a
n

y n
u

m
b

e
r o

f in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
s, in

 
D

o
n

a
h

u
e

's vie
w

, fo
ste

re
d

 m
a

n
y w

id
e

sp
re

a
d

 m
isco

n
ce

p
tio

n
s th

a
t 

seem
ed only to strengthen w

ith the passage of tim
e. 

O
n
e
 e

xa
m

p
le

 w
e
re

 th
e
 te

rm
s "m

a
ste

r rifle
m

a
n
,"" a

n
d
 "su

p
e
rb

 
m

arksm
an"42  m

entioned by incredulous w
riters in connection w

ith 
L

e
e

 H
a

rve
y O

sw
a

ld
's p

e
rfo

rm
a

n
ce

 in
 D

a
lla

s. D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 kn

e
w

 O
s-

w
ald's shooting w

as m
ediocre at best: T

he distance O
sw

ald fired 
from

 w
as not that great and out of the three shots he supposedly got 

off, one m
issed the presidential lim

ousine entirely. 
A

nother fallacy, w
idely accepted as fact once it w

as reported, w
as 

‘. - that the M
annlicher-C

arcano rifle required a m
inim

um
 of 2.3 seconds 

for bolt action betw
een shots. T

hom
as B

uchanan w
rote the follow

ing 

D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 w

o
u

ld
n

't h
a

ve
 m

in
d

e
d

 b
e

in
g

 kn
o

w
n

 a
s "o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 t 

••"
:"W

o
rld

's b
e
st m

a
rksm

e
n
," b

u
t h

e
 re

a
lize

d
 B

u
ch

a
n
a
n
's p

h
ra

se
 a

n
d
 

o
th

e
rs like

 it w
e
re

 p
ro

d
u
cts o

f sh
e
e
r ig

n
o
ra

n
ce

. In
 th

e
' 1

9
6
7
 C

B
S

 
re

e
n

a
ctm

e
n

t, D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 h

a
d

 b
e

e
n

 a
b

le
 to

 fire
 h

is la
st tw

o
 sh

o
ts in

 
1,44  

&
--
i.a

b
o

u
t tw

o
 a

n
d

 a
 h

a
lf se

co
n

d
s e

a
ch

. A
n

d
 th

e
 tim

e
 it to

o
k h

im
 to

 fire
 6

0
 

 
...4. all three w

as w
ell under 5.6 seconds—

the tim
e betw

een the first and 
i  e

j,‘ 
third shot as calculated by the W

arren C
om

m
ission. 

Y
et another m

isconception that later on enjoyed w
ide currency w

3 1.).  9
)q

j A
le

t 
th

e
 b

e
lie

f th
a
t th

e
 6

.5
 m

illim
e
te

r ca
rtrid

g
e
 w

a
s a

 lo
w

-to
-m

e-du-7m
- 	

b-•  
pow

ered m
ilitary bullet incapable of penetrating both K

ennedy and 
	

0.-1,4  
-
 

?
I' 

C
o

n
n

a
lly." In

 fa
ct, D

o
n

a
h

u
e

 kn
e

w
 th

e
 ca

rtrid
g

e
 w

a
s e

xtre
m

e
ly 	

;.
s• 

vxj
nft' / . 

pow
erful. T

he C
arcano had been produced as Italy's prim

ary infantry ,,,p . 	
id .. 	

'. 

w
eapon in the first half of the tw

entieth century, and its heavy bullet „.,,,orm
'N'
, pcc-.4s

:' 

7--- had been designed for deep penetration in house-to-house fighting or 	
'
 
'
Is" 

firing from
 a long distance. T

he round's m
uzzle velocity w

as 2,234 '--- t-P
 

..T
-• feet per second; m

ore than tw
ice the speed of a com

m
on .22 caliber ' . 

r --4c4" 
Z

 A
 p

m
g
 4

. L
iekb

ei 	
ci,- ..'"- '-'3."'''''

'..,  
..4.• bullet. 

1950s, A
frican big-gam

e hunter K
orom

oro B
ell hai:P

dem
on- h...N

r.  <V
114  

'
---'-t--strated the w

eapon's lethal punch by using  a C
arcano-type rifle and 	

ip
t.. • 

cartridge to kill scores of elephants w
ith single head shots. D

onahue's 	
:N

,, 
--

P
, confidence in the penetrating pow

er of the C
arcano w

as confirm
ed in v pe

iv
,,,,,,„■, L  

later years by photographs of a 6.5 m
illim

eter round _passing through 1:),
  k

\
 

forty-seven inches of pine board." Lit,1„rm
srh

d 4.:t: .,N
A

i .44.4
‘ k

"t 1r6
 r'4;

-
  w

-dil 
E

ven T
hom

pson, w
hom

 D
onahue considered to be the m

ost con-. ,,,
\ • A

 
-
 scie

n
lio

n
s a

n
d
 sch

o
la

rly o
f th

e
 critics, m

ade highly suspect forensic N
P

",„0
,10

 
a
n
d
 b

a
llistic co

n
clu

sio
n
s ce

n
tra

l to
 h

is th
e
sis th

a
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s h

it ',)' \ 
b

y m
u

ltip
le

 g
u

n
m

e
n

. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 T
h

o
m

p
so

n
, th

e
 slig

h
t fo

rw
a

rd
, 

- in
 h

is 1
9

6
5

 b
o

o
k W

h
o

 K
ille

d
 K

ennedy? "It is doubtful if a single m
an iinitaLek-C. 

Z
-exists w

ho could have fired this w
eapon w

ith the skill required [in the v
i.  v

e
a
l 

---4  tim
e required.1 B

ut if the feat is possible, it is, in the opinion of the 	
i 
"
 

experts, a superlative perform
ance w

hich requires one of the w
orld's aV

...:j 

1
0

 a
j, 

r
 
i
 

...• 	
best m

arksm
en . . ."43 	

•O
 NA, 9  
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ti 
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H
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 N
E

W
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 -flin
t IIIC

K
E

Y
 W

A
S

 O
U

T
 T

H
E

R
E

 som
ew

here w
as encourag-

in
g
. P

re
su

m
a
b
ly h

e
 w

a
s in

 th
e
 B

a
ltim

o
re

-W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 a

re
a
. M

a
yb

e
 

th
e

re
 w

a
s a

 w
a

y to
 g

e
t h

is a
d

d
re

ss. R
e

p
p

e
rt m

a
d

e
 a

 n
o

te
 to

 ch
e

ck 
v
e
  

w
ith his police sources on the off chance they could locate the agent's 

L
   

hom
e. 

A
s fa

r a
s th

e
 a

lle
g
e
d
 le

g
a
l th

re
a
t w

e
n
t, n

e
ith

e
r D

o
n
a
h
u
e
 n

o
r 

R
e

p
p

e
rt g

a
ve

 it m
u

ch
 th

o
u

g
h

t. If 1
-ficke

y w
a

s se
rio

u
s a

b
o

u
t se

ttin
g

 
1 	

the record straight, he knew
 w

here to find them
. U

ntil and unless the 
e
vid

e
n
ce

 su
rfa

ce
d
 th

a
t co

n
clu

sive
ly d

e
stro

ye
d
 th

e
 th

e
o
ry, D

o
n
a
h
u
e
 

f krt, a
n

d
 R

e
p

p
e

rt w
e

re
 in

 fu
ll a

g
re

e
m

e
n

t. W
o

rk o
n

 th
e

 b
o

o
k w

o
u

ld
 co

n
-

e
 in

u
e
. 

In
 fa

ct, D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 h

a
d
 lo

n
g
 b

e
lie

ve
d
 th

e
re

 m
ig

h
t ju

st b
e
 th

a
t kin

d
 o

f 
e
vid

e
n
ce

—
e
vid

e
n
ce

 th
a
t w

o
u
ld

 in
sta

n
tly w

re
ck h

is co
n
clu

sio
n
s o

r, 
a
lte

rn
a
tive

ly, p
ro

ve
 th

e
m

 b
e
yo

n
d
 a

 re
a
so

n
a
b
le

 d
o
u
b
t—

if h
e
 co

u
ld

 
o
n
ly g

e
t h

is h
a
n
d
s o

n
 it. F

o
r ye

a
rs h

e
'd

 se
e
n
 re

fe
re

n
ce

s to
 sp

e
ctro

-
graphic tests conducted by the F

B
I on the bullet fragm

ents recovered 
from

 the scene of the crim
e.' S

pectrography is a process that involves 
, in

cin
e
ra

tin
g
 tin

y sa
m

p
le

s o
f th

e
 sp

e
cim

e
n
 in

 q
u
e
stio

n
 a

n
d
 th

e
n
 

'
 

.„a
c
o
m

p
a
rin

g
 th

e
 c

o
lo

r o
f th

e
 fla

m
e
s
 p

ro
d
u
c
e
d
 to

 th
o
s
e
 o

f k
n
o
w

n
 

i
 	

p.  
ch

e
m

ica
l/m

e
ta

llic sta
n
d
a
rd

s.' 
S

in
ce

 th
e
re

 w
e
re

 ve
ry like

ly sig
n
ifica

n
t d

iffe
re

n
ce

s in
 th

e
 m

e
ta

llic 
com

position of the 6.5 C
arcano and .223 A

R
-I5 bullet jackets, D

ona- 
h
u
e
 re

a
so

n
e
d
 th

a
t sp

e
ctro

g
ra

p
h
ic co

m
p
a
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n
 o

f th
e
 ja

cke
t m

a
te
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l 

,- ,i fro
m

 K
e
n
n
e
d
y's b

ra
in

 w
o
u
ld

 sh
o
w

 co
n
clu

sive
ly w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 b

u
lle

t 
41,;:tptA

-̀  that had killed the P
resident cam

e from
 a C

arcano or an A
R

-15. 
.....c %I-1k 	

T
he curious thing w

as, the spectrographic results w
ere not included 

_--- 	
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,,Nr... 	
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a
n
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h
e
re
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 th

e
 W

a
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e
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p
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tioned about tests done on the bullet fragm
ents.' T

o D
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'P
T

A
 

T
H

E
 H

O
U

S
E

 S
E

L
E

C
T

 C
O

M
M

IT
T

E
E

 	
/2

r
;
4

161
 
i
  

ta m
evl" 

o
m

issio
n
s se

e
m

e
d
 b

iza
rre

, g
ive

n
 th

e
 im

p
o
rta

n
ce

 o
f th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 p

f..#
1

1
1

  
to

 th
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 W

e
isb

e
rg

, th
e
 F

re
d
e
rick, M

a
ryla

n
d
-b

a
se

d
 • 

a
u
th

o
r o

f th
e
 W

hitewash se
rie

s. W
e

isb
e

rg
 h

a
d

 so
m

e
 sta

rtlin
g

 n
e

w
s. 	

-, 
B

e
g
in

n
in

g
 in

 1
9
6
7
, h

e
 sa

id
, h

e
'd

 p
e
p
p
e
re

d
 th

e
 Ju

stice
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t W

it.  
w

ith
 re

q
u
e
sts fo

r a
 n

u
m

b
e
r o

f a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
-re

la
te

d
 d

o
cu

m
e
n
ts, in

- fr fi
 

eluding the spectrographic analysis results.' W
eisberg eventually filed ti‘r, I-

a
 la

w
s
u

it u
n

d
e

r th
e

 n
e

w
ly

 in
s
titu

te
d

 F
re

e
d

o
m

 o
f In

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 A

c
t k

ii_
 Jr  

a
im

e
d
 a

t re
co

ve
rin

g
 th

e
 te

st d
a
ta

. G
o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t a

tto
rn

e
ys re

sp
o
n
d
e
d
 	

34f7i
_
 

b
y a

rg
u
in

g
 th

a
t re

ve
la

tio
n
 o

f th
e
 te

st re
su

lts w
a
s n

o
 in

 tl}e
 "n

a
tio

n
a
l (IA

 
in

te
re

st," th
o

u
g

h
 th

e
y n

e
ve

r e
xp

la
in

e
d

 w
h

y.' -.tr:,4
1

V
O

r 1
 	
.
 	

-.----- 
E

ve
n
tu

a
lly, th

o
u
g
h
, th

e
 Ju

stice
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t re

le
n
te

d
 a

rtrieleased 
,.... several docum

ents that they asserted w
ere responsive to W

eisberg's 

V
e
m

a
n
d
s. U

n
fo

rtu
n
a
te

ly, th
e
 o

n
ly in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 fro

m
 th

e
 sp

e
ctro

-
g

ra
p

h
ic te

sts in
clu

d
e

d
 in

 th
e

se
 p

a
p

e
rs w

e
re

 u
n

id
e

n
tifie

d
, p

a
rtia

l, a
n

d
 

\ith
e
re

fo
re

 m
e
a
n
in

g
le

ss n
u
m

e
rica

l n
o
ta

tio
n
s m

a
d
e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 p

ro
ce

-.  
-4dure. 6  

T
h

e
n

 in
 1

9
7

3
 a

 b
o

m
b

sh
e

ll d
e

to
n

a
te

d
 in

 th
e

 fo
rm

 o
f a

 p
re

vio
u

sly 
u
n
kn

o
w

n
 le

tte
r fro

m
 J. E

d
g
a
r H

o
o
ve

r to
 J. L

e
e
 R

a
n
kin

, ch
ie

f co
u
n
se

l 
-.5r  fo

r th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
.' T

h
e
 le

tte
r, d

a
te

d
 Ju

ly 8
, 1

9
6
4
, re

ve
a
le

d
 

•:: 
..,1

 th
a
t in

 a
d
d
itio

n
 to

 sp
e
ctro

g
ra

p
h
ic a

n
a
lysis, a

n
o
th

e
r kin

d
 o

f te
st h

a
d
 

'T
- b

e
e
n
 co

n
d
u
cte

d
 o

n
 th

e
 b

u
lle

t fra
g
m

e
n
ts. T

h
is w

a
s a

n
 e

xtra
o
rd

in
a
rily 

...c p
re

cise
 a

n
d

, a
t th

e
 tim

e
, re

la
tive

ly n
e

w
 p

ro
ce

d
u

re
 kn

o
w

n
 a

s n
e

u
tro

n
 

a
ctiva

tio
n

.° T
h

e
 p

ro
ce

ss in
vo

lve
d

 irra
d

ia
tin

g
 o

rg
a

n
ic o

r in
o

rg
a

n
ic 

m
a
te

ria
ls—

in
 th

is ca
se

 th
e
 b

u
lle

t fra
g
m

e
n
ts—

w
ith

 n
u
cle

a
r p

a
rticle

s. 
. .f  T

h
e
 s

p
e
c
im

e
n
s
 w

o
u
ld

 th
e
n
 e

m
it g

a
m

m
a
 ra

y
s
, w

h
ic

h
 c

o
u
ld

 b
e
 

' co
u
n
te

d
, co

m
p
a
re

d
, a

n
d
 a

n
a
lyze

d
 to

 re
ve

a
l th

e
 e

xa
ct co

m
p
o
sitio

n
 o

f 
the substance dow

n to parts per billion. T
he process w

as and rem
ains 

va
stly su

p
e
rio

r to
 sp

e
ctro

g
ra

p
h
ic a

n
a
lysis a

n
d
 is so

 a
ccu

ra
te

 it is 
o
fte

n
 re

fe
rre

d
 to

 a
s "n

u
cle

a
r fin

g
e
rp

rin
tin

g
." 

T
o
d
a
y, n

e
u
tro

n
 a

ctiva
tio

n
 h

a
s fo

u
n
d
 a

p
p
lica

tio
n
s in

 a
 w

id
e
 ra

n
g
e
 	

.. 
o

f a
re

a
s. A

m
o

n
g

 o
th

e
r th

in
g

s, it is u
se

d
 in

 a
g

ricu
ltu

re
 fo

r d
e

te
ctin

g
 

p
e
sticid

e
 re

sid
u
e
s o

n
 cro

p
s, in

 e
le

ctro
n
ics fo

r m
e
a
su

rin
g
 im

p
u
ritie

s 
in

 silico
n
 se

m
ico

n
d
u
cto

rs, in
 m

e
d
icin

e
 fo

r tra
cin

g
 m

e
ta

ls in
 m

e
ta

b
o
-

lism
, in

 g
e
o
lo

g
y fo

r a
n
a
lyzin

g
 m

in
e
ra

ls, a
n
d
 in

 la
w

 e
n
fo

rce
m

e
n
t fo

r 
analyzing physical evidence from

 the scene of a crim
e. 

U
sin

g
 th

e
 p

ro
ce

ss, p
o
lice

 ca
n
 id

e
n
tify p

o
iso

n
s a

d
m

in
iste

re
d
 to

 a
 

victim
 b

y a
n
a
lysis o

f th
e
 victim

's h
a
ir, co

m
p
a
re

 tin
y fle

cks o
f p

a
in

t 
fro

m
 h

it-a
n
d
-ru

n
 a

u
to

m
o
b
ile

 a
ccid

e
n
ts a

n
d
 co

n
tra

st m
in

u
scu

le
 sp

o
ts 

o
f d

irt o
r g

re
a
s
e
, a

m
o
n
g
 a

 h
o
s
t o

f o
th

e
r a

p
p
lic

a
tio

n
s
. N

e
u
tro

n
 

a
ctiva

tio
n

 co
n

d
u

cte
d

 o
n

 a
 stra

n
d

 o
f N

a
p

o
le

o
n

's h
a

ir a
n

d
 o

n
 h

a
ir 

re
m

o
ve

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 e

xh
u
m

e
d
 b

o
d
y o

f S
w

e
d
e
n
's K

in
g
 E

ric X
IV

 h
a
s 

show
n both m

en w
ere probably poisoned w

ith arsenic. 
H

o
o

ve
r's 1

9
6

4
 le

tte
r b

la
n

d
ly n

o
te

d
 th

a
t "m

in
o

r va
ria

tio
n

s" w
e

re
 

fo
u

n
d

 in
 so

m
e

 o
f th

e
 D

e
a

le
y P

la
za

 b
u

lle
t fra

g
m

e
n

ts, in
clu

d
in

g
 th

o
se
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HOPE DIES HARD 

tu
a
l re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 w

a
s n

o
t fo

rm
a
lize

d
, t 

D
avis w

as in earnest about pursuing the sto 
B

u
t a

s th
e
 w

e
e
ks w

e
n
t b

y a
n
d
 le

tte
rs b

o
u
n
 d

 b
a
ck a

n
d
 fo

rth
, 

D
onahue becam

e increasingly m
ystified, then exasp rated by D

avis's 
se

e
m

in
g
 in

a
b
ility to

 fo
cu

s o
n
 o

r co
m

p
re

h
e
n
d
 th

e
 b

a
 tic e

vid
e
n
ce

 
th

e
 g

u
n

sm
ith

 h
a
d

 d
e

ve
lo

p
e
d

. O
ve

r a
n

d
 o

ve
r, D

a
vis w

o
 	

ask the 
sam

e rudim
entary questions. O

ver and over, D
onahue w

oul 	
plain 

h
o

w
 th

e
 tra

je
cto

ry o
f th

e
 b

u
lle

t, th
e

 slu
g

's e
xp

lo
sive

 d
isin

te
g

ra
 n

, 
a
n
d
 th

e
 d

ia
m

e
te

r o
f th

e
 e

n
tra

n
ce

 w
o
u
n
d
 p

ro
ve

d
, to

 h
im

 a
n
yw

a
y, th

 
fsv'14 re° 	

H
icke

y h
a
d
 fire

d
 th

e
 la

st sh
o
t. 

T
o
 D

o
n
a
h
u
e
, it se

e
m

e
d
 D

a
vis w

a
sn

't liste
n
in

g
. A

d
m

itte
d
ly, p

a
rt o

f 
th

e
 p

ro
b

le
m

 m
a

y h
a

ve
 b

e
e

n
 in

 th
e

 w
a

y D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 co

m
m

u
n

ica
te

d
 th

e
 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

. It w
a

s tru
e

 th
e

 g
u

n
sm

ith
 co

u
ld

 so
m

e
tim

e
s d

e
lu

g
e

 th
e

 
u
n
in

itia
te

d
 w

ith
 a

 flo
o
d
 o

f scie
n
tific n

u
a
n
ce

 a
n
d
 d

e
ta

il. C
o
n
ve

rse
ly, 

D
avis m

ay have been distracted by the success of his K
ennedy book 

o
r fe

e
lin

g
 th

e
 stra

in
 fro

m
 th

e
 g

ru
e
lin

g
 p

u
b
licity to

u
rs h

e
 u

n
d
e
rto

o
k to

 
p
ro

m
o
te

 it. F
o
r w

h
a
te

ve
r re

a
so

n
s, th

e
 co

n
n
e
ctio

n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 tw

o
 

m
en began to break dow

n. 
W

h
e

n
 D

a
vis fin

a
lly le

t it b
e

 kn
o

w
n

 th
a

t h
e

 w
a

s u
n

d
e

r co
n

tra
ct to

 
w

rite
 a

 n
e
w

 b
o
o
k d

e
ta

ilin
g
 th

e
 a

p
p
a
re

n
t co

n
n
e
ctio

n
s b

e
tw

e
e
n
 o

rg
a
-

nized crim
e and the K

ennedy assassination, D
onahue saw

 the w
riting 

H
O

P
E

 D
IE

S
 H

A
R

I) 	
2
1
3
 

o
n

 th
e

 w
a

ll. C
o

n
ta

ct b
e

tw
e

e
n

 th
e

 tw
o

 b
e

co
m

e
 in

cre
a

sin
g

ly stra
in

e
d

 
a

n
d

 e
rra

tic. 
D

a
vis's "m

o
b
-h

it" b
o
o
k w

o
u
ld

 g
o
 o

n
 to

 b
e
co

m
e
 th

e
 1

9
8
8
 b

e
st-

seller M
afia K

ingfish—
C

arlos M
arcell() and the A

ssassination of John 
F

. K
ennedy. T

he story detailed evidence suggesting that N
ew

 O
rleans 

m
o

b
 b

o
ss C

a
rlo

s M
a

rce
llo

 h
a

d
 h

a
d

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y kille
d

 in
 re

ta
lia

tio
n

 fo
r 

th
e

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y b
ro

th
e

rs' a
tte

m
p

ts to
 d

e
stro

y th
e

 M
a

rce
llo

 crim
e

 o
rg

a
-

nization. D
avis presented his scenario in com

pelling fashion and drew
 

fro
m

 a
 w

id
e
 va

rie
ty o

f so
u
rce

s, in
clu

d
in

g
 e

vid
e
n
ce

 a
sse

m
b
le

d
 b

y Jim
 

G
a
rriso

n
 o

ve
r th

e
 co

u
rse

 o
f h

is 1
9
6
7
-6

9
 F

e
rrie

-S
h
a
w

 p
ro

b
e
4
fr-
,,,. 

B
ut aside from

 the habitual, vague suggestions of a gunm
an a

lh
e
 

g
ra

ssy kn
o
ll, th

e
 a

u
th

o
r m

a
d
e
 n

o
 a

tte
m

p
t to

 p
re

se
n
t a

n
y b

a
llistic,,/{ 

e
vid

e
n
ce

 th
a
t co

u
ld

 co
n
ce

iva
b
ly su

p
p
o
rt th

e
 id

e
a
 th

a
t m

o
re

 th
a
n
 o

n
e
 	

ye
' 

g
u
n
m

a
n
 h

a
d
 fire

d
 o

n
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t. A

d
d
in

g
 in

su
lt to

 in
ju

ry, fro
m

/1,00
P

- 
D

o
n
a
h
u
e
's p

e
rsp

e
ctive

, w
a
s th

e
 fa

ct th
a
t th

e
 o

n
ly m

e
n
tio

n
 th

e
 g

u
n
-

p"' 
 

1
0

 sm
ith

 re
ce

ive
d

 in
 th

e
 b

o
o

k w
a

s in
 th

e
 b

a
ck-p

a
g

e
 a

ckn
o

w
le

d
g

m
e

n
ts, jM

  y
' 

w
h
e
re

 D
a
vis th

a
n
ke

d
 o

n
e
 "H

a
ro

ld
 D

o
n
a
h
u
e
" a

n
d
 a

 h
o
st o

f o
th

e
rs 

fo
r su

p
p
lyin

g
 "im

p
o
rta

n
t d

o
cu

m
e
n
ts a

n
d
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

n
 a

n
 in

fo
rm

a
l 

n
o
n
re

m
u
n
e
ra

tive
 b

a
sis."' 

A
nd yet there w

as one revealing encounter that em
erged as a result is 

o
f D

o
n
a
h
u
e
's in

vo
lve

m
e
n
t w

ith
 D

a
vis. E

a
rly o

n
, D

a
vis h

a
d
 re

co
m

- \"s-.111\p, 
m

ended D
onahue pay a visit to H

arold W
eisberg, a fellow

 M
arylander 

_and the w
ell-know

n sham
an of assassination theorists_ D

avis figured N
y'"°  

rstP
th

e
 ve

te
ra

n
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 critic m

ig
h
t b

e
 a

b
le

 to
 o

ffe
r so

m
e
 

,D
A

n
sig

h
t o

r e
vid

e
n
ce

 th
a
t co

u
ld

 h
e
lp

 su
b
sta

n
tia

te
 D

o
n
a
h
u
e
's th

e
o
ry. 100"-40. 

B
u

t H
o

w
a

rd
 w

a
s ske

p
tica

l. H
e

'd
 re

a
d

 se
ve

ra
l o

f W
e

isb
e

rg
's b

o
o

ks o
N

k4
 

lt-)a
n
d
 h

a
d
 lo

n
g
 m

a
rv

e
le

d
 a

t th
e
 a

u
th

o
r's

 la
c
k
 o

f k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
 a

b
o
u
t 1

„A
V

, 
A

A
 fire

a
rm

s a
n
d
 b

a
llistics—

ig
n
o
ra

n
ce

 th
a
t a

llo
w

e
d
 W

e
isb

e
rg

 to
 co

n
ju

re
 ". 

tr  /u
p
 a

 h
a
il o

f b
u
lle

ts fro
m

 th
e
 g

ra
ssy kn

o
ll a

n
d
 e

lse
w

h
e
re

 in
 D

e
a
le

y 
P

la
za

. D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 w

a
s like

w
ise

 p
u

t o
ff b

y th
e

 sh
rill, e

xco
ria

tin
g

 to
n

e
 o

f 
W

e
isb

e
rg

's w
ritin

g
s. W

e
isb

e
rg

 sp
o

ke
 a

t n
e

a
rly e

ve
ry tu

rn
 a

b
o

u
t th

e
 

black hand of a governm
ent conspiracy, yet he never seem

ed able to ..)4 
d
e
ve

lo
p
 a

n
y lo

g
ica

l a
rg

u
m

e
n
ts a

b
o
u
t w

h
o
 sp

e
cifica

lly w
a
s b

e
h
in

d
 th

is 4
 

tre
a
ch

e
ry o

r w
h
y. 	

Y
i 4

.) 
 

E
ve

n
 so

, D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 in

 la
te

 1
9

8
5

 h
a

d
 b

e
e

n
 w

illin
g

 to
 d

o
 w

h
a

te
ve

r h
e

 
co

u
ld

 to
 a

d
va

n
ce

 th
e
 b

o
o
k p

ro
je

ct w
ith

 D
a
vis. A

n
d
 h

e
 h

a
d
 to

 a
d
m

it 
th

a
t W

e
isb

e
rg

 d
id

 p
ro

vid
e

 ke
y in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 to

 R
a

lp
h

 R
e

p
p

e
rt b

a
ck in

 
-1977 concerning the governm

ent's neutron activation testing of bullet 
fragm

ents rem
oved from

 K
ennedy's brain. Just m

aybe the cantanker-
o

u
s critic h

a
d

 so
m

e
th

in
g

 e
lse

 o
f va

lu
e

 in
 h

is file
s. W

ith
 n

o
th

in
g

 to
 

lose, D
onahue dropped W

eisberg a note. W
eisberg responded several 

d
a
ys la

te
r a

n
d
 sa

id
 h

e
'd

 b
e
 h

a
p
p
y to

 h
a
ve

 lu
n
ch

 w
ith

 th
e
 g

u
n
sm

ith
 

a
n

d
 h

is w
ife

. 
H

e
 a

d
d
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 w

a
s a

w
a
re

 o
f D

o
n
a
h
u
e
's th

e
o
ry fro

m
 th

e
 Sun 

a
rticle

 b
u

t d
id

n
't kn

o
w

 o
f a

n
y e

vid
e

n
ce

 th
a

t ju
stifie

d
 th

e
 g

u
n

sm
ith

's 
co

n
clu

sio
n

s. E
ve

ry p
h

o
to

g
ra

p
h

 fro
m

 D
e

a
le

y P
la

za
 a

p
p

e
a

re
d

 to
 d

is-
prove the accident scenario, W

eisberg said. 

D
O

N
A

H
U

E
 W

A
S

 T
H

R
IL

L
E

D
 A

T
 T

H
E

 P
R

O
S

P
E

C
T

 O
F

 
w

o
rkin

g
 w

ith
 a

 
successful author, and the tw

o m
en corresponded frequently through 

th
e
 first h

a
lf o

f 1
9
8
5
. D

a
vis co

n
tin

u
e
d
 to

 e
xp

re
ss a

 g
re

a
t d

e
a
l o

f 
in

te
re

st in
 a

 co
lla

b
o

ra
tio

n
 a

n
d

 D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 o

b
lig

in
g

ly fo
rw

a
rd

e
d

 th
e

 
w

rite
r a

 ste
a
d
y stre

a
m

 o
f th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 m

a
te

ria
l h

e
'd

 a
sse

m
b
le

d
 

over the years. 
H

o
w

a
rd

 a
n

d
 K

a
tie

 fin
a

lly '- e
4

 D
a

vis fa
ce

-to
-fa

ce
 th

a
t su

m
m

e
r in

 
W

ashington at a three-day convention on the K
ennedy assassination. 

T
h
e
y fo

u
n
d
 h

im
 to

 b
e
 ch

a
rm

in
g
 a

n
a- urbane and although a contrac-

D
onahues w

ere confident 



, 	
- 

:L
i It 641 t t- aL

9114 1
,` a4-4-4, (IA. i

f
1
1

1/
1
 i-  9

1446  
)
i
c
e
 6

1( 2
1

4
 

,I i 	
M

O
R

T
A

L
 E

R
R

O
R

 

I A
tt4

4
, am

A
itipnvw

 m
.. 	

. tt.4k ri, rtA
lifvi I 

'-'4 316
 . 4

1
4
M

Y
, T

h
is

 v
o
te

 o
f n

o
 c

o
n
fid

e
 n

o
tw

ith
s
ta

n
d
in

g
. H

o
w

a
rd

 a
n
d
 K

a
tie

 
d

ro
ve

 to
 W

e
isb

e
rg

's fa
rm

 in
 w

e
ste

rn
 M

a
ryla

n
d

 a
n

d
 sp

e
n

t th
e

 a
fte

r- 

.1
"

"
4

-1
 n

o
o
n

 w
ith

 th
e
 kin

g
 o

f th
e
 critics. T

h
ro

u
g
h
 lu

n
ch

, W
e
isb

e
rg

 co
a
t-

p
la

in
e
d
 b

itte
rly a

b
o
u
t th

e
 U

n
ive

rsity o
f M

a
ryla

n
d
's re

fu
sa

l to
 a

cce
p
t 

h
is d

o
n

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 th
o

u
sa

n
d

s o
f a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
-re

la
te

d
 d

o
cu

m
e

n
ts 

u
s h

e
'd

 co
lle

cte
d
 o

ve
r th

e
 ye

a
rs. W

h
e
n
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct o
f D

o
n
a
h
u
e
's th

e
o
ry 

fin
a

lly ca
m

e
 u

p
, W

e
isb

e
rg

 d
ism

isse
d

 it o
u

t o
f h

a
n

d
. B

u
t d

e
sp

ite
 h

is 
earlier claim

, he could provide no photographs that refuted the thesis. 
H

e
 d

id
 p

o
in

t o
u
t th

a
t in

 th
e
 A

ltg
e
n
s p

ictu
re

, ta
ke

n
 ju

st a
fte

r th
e
 first 

sh
o
t w

a
s fire

d
, n

o
 cra

ck w
a
s visib

le
 o

n
 th

e
 lim

o
u
sin

e
 w

in
d
sh

ie
ld

. 
E

rgo, W
eisberg said, D

onahue's belief that the first shot had m
issed, 

rico
ch

e
te

d
, a

n
d
 stru

ck th
e
 w

in
d
sh

ie
ld

 w
ith

 a
 fra

g
m

e
n
t w

a
s u

n
su

p
-

p
o
rte

d
 b

y th
e
 p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
ic re

co
rd

. 
D

onahue responded by noting that the bright sunlight that day m
ay 

h
a
ve

 m
a
d
e
 th

e
 cra

ck in
visib

le
 fro

m
 th

e
 fro

n
t. A

s w
e
ll, a

 b
ysta

n
d
e
r 

w
earing w

hite w
as visible through the w

indshield at exactly the place 

j/  w
h
e
re

 .. c
ra

c
k
 w

a
s
 la

te
r fo

u
n
d
. T

h
is

 lik
e
ly

 fu
rth

e
r m

a
s
k
e
d
 th

e
 

presence of the broken glass in the A
ltgens photo. 

W
eisberg nonetheless rem

ained adam
ant in his belief that the head 

sh
o
t ca

m
e
 fro

m
 th

e
 fro

n
t, fro

m
 th

e
 g

ra
ssy kn

o
ll. A

t o
n
e
 p

o
in

t h
e
 

le
a
n
e
d
 fo

rw
a
rd

 co
n
sp

ira
to

ria
lly a

n
d
 to

ld
 H

o
w

a
rd

, "1
 h

a
ve

 p
ro

o
f th

e
 

b
u
lle

t e
n
te

re
d
 fro

m
 th

e
 fro

n
t. T

h
e
 w

o
u
n
d
 w

a
s su

rro
u
n
d
e
d
 b

y fra
g
-

m
e

n
ts." D

o
n

a
h

u
e

 sm
iled

 w
a

n
ly to

 h
im

self. W
e

isb
e

rg
's u

n
d

e
rsta

n
d

in
g

 
o
f th

e
 fra

g
m

e
n
ts w

a
s e

xa
ctly b

a
ckw

a
rd

. A
n
 M

-I6
 b

u
lle

t—
o
r a

n
y th

in
-

ja
cke

te
d
, h

ig
h
-ve

lo
city ro

u
n
d
—

e
n
te

rs th
e
 sku

ll, d
isin

te
g
ra

te
s, a

n
d
 

then deposits fragm
ents on the side opposite from

 w
here it enters. 

T
his w

as clearly dem
onstrated by the gelatin block tests the H

ouse 
S

e
le

ct C
o

m
m

itte
e

 h
a

d
 co

n
d

u
cte

d
 in

 1
9

7
7

-7
8

. P
h

o
to

s sh
o

w
e

d
 th

e
 

M
-I6

 ro
u
n
d
 fire

d
 b

y co
m

m
itte

e
 m

a
rksm

e
n
 sh

a
tte

re
d
 a

n
d
 tu

m
b
le

d
 

a
fte

r strikin
g
 th

e
 g

e
la

tin
 a

n
d
 ca

u
se

d
 e

n
o
rm

o
u
s "tissu

e
" d

a
m

a
g
e
 

b
e
fo

re
 sp

ra
yin

g
 m

u
ltip

le
, m

in
u
te

 fra
g
m

e
n
ts fo

rw
a
rd

, to
 th

e
 fro

n
t o

f 

Y
■;is ‘rt  

 th
e
 b

lo
ck, o

p
p
o
site

 fro
m

 th
e
 sid

e
 th

e
 b

u
lle

t e
n
te

re
d
 o

n
. (S

e
e
 illu

stra
-

tio
n
 2

6
.) 

In
 fa

ct, th
e
 sh

a
tte

rin
g
, fra

g
m

e
n
tin

g
 "w

o
u
n
d
" in

 th
e
 g

e
la

tin
 n

e
a
rly 

replicated exactly the one K
ennedy suffered, although this w

as never 
a

ckn
o

w
le

d
g

e
d

 b
y th

e
 co

m
m

itte
e
. M

o
re

o
ve

r, D
o

n
a

h
u

e
 kn

e
w

 th
e

 o
n

ly 
w

eapon capable of inflicting a frontal w
ound as m

assive as K
ennedy's 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 a

 sh
o
tg

u
n
 fire

d
 fro

m
 a

 fe
w

 fe
e
t a

w
a
y. N

o
 sh

o
tg

u
n
 

p
e
lle

ts w
e
re

 fo
u
n
d
 in

 K
e
n
n
e
d
y's b

ra
in

 a
n
d
, o

b
vio

u
sly, n

o
 o

n
e
 w

a
s 

seen w
ith a shotgun along E

lm
 S

treet. 
O

f co
u

rse
, th

e
 g

u
n

sm
ith

 m
e

n
tio

n
e

d
 n

o
n

e
 o

f th
e

se
 tro

u
b

le
so

m
e

 
, te

ch
n
ica

litie
s to

 W
e
isb

e
rg

 a
s th

e
 o

ld
 m

a
n
 h

e
ld

 co
u
rt th

a
t a

fte
rn

o
o
n
. 

‘,1 , D
o
n
a
h
u
e
 d

id
 p

o
in

t o
u
t th

a
t in

 h
is o

p
in

io
n
, th

e
 b

u
lle

t's tra
je

cto
ry, 

e
xp

lo
sive

 d
isin

te
g

ra
tio

n
 a

n
d

 th
e

 size
 o

f th
e

 e
n

tra
n

ce
 w

o
u

n
d

 p
ro

ve
d

 
H

icke
y h

a
d

 fire
d
 th

e
 la

st sh
o

t. H
e
 d

id
 n

o
t, h

o
w

e
ve

r, b
e
la

b
o
r th

e
 

p
o
in

t. It w
a
s o

b
vio

u
s W

e
isb

e
rg

 kn
e
w

 a
b
so

lu
te

ly n
o
th

in
g
 a

b
o
u
t fire

-
a
rm

s a
n
d
 b

a
llistics. A

n
d
 it w

a
s e

q
u
a
lly o

b
vio

u
s th

e
 critic h

a
d
 n

o
 

desire to begin learning now
. 
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A

n
d
 so

 th
e
 d

a
y fa

d
e
d
 n

a
 H

o
w

a
rd

 a
n
d
 K

a
tie

 b
id

 th
e
 ve

n
e
ra

b
le

 
critic g

o
o
d
-b

ye
. M

o
re

 th
a
n
 a

n
yth

in
g
 e

lse
, th

e
 D

o
n
a
h
u
e
s fe

lt so
rry fo

r tu
fr
 

W
e
isb

e
rg

 a
s th

e
y d

ro
ve

 h
o
m

e
 th

a
t e

ve
n
in

g
. H

e
re

 w
a
s a

 m
a
n
 o

ve
r 

se
ve

n
ty ye

a
rs o

ld
 w

h
o
'd

 g
ive

n
 a

 g
o
o
d
 p

a
rt o

f h
is life

 to
 stu

d
yin

g
 th

e
 4

1:. 
P -- 

K
e
n
n
e
d
y a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. N

o
w

 h
is h

e
a
lth

 w
a
s fa

ilin
g
, th

e
 sta

te
 u

n
ive

r- "" 
sity co

u
ld

n
't ca

re
 le

ss a
b

o
u

t h
is p

a
in

sta
kin

g
ly a

m
a

sse
d

 co
lle

ctio
n

 o
f 

assassination docum
ents and, to top it off, his conclusions about how

 
K

e
n

n
e

d
y d

ie
d

 w
e

re
 fla

t w
ro
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L
() 

F
o

llo
w

in
g

 th
e

 e
n

co
u

n
te

r w
ith

 W
e

isb
e

rg
, H

o
w

a
rd

 re
a

lize
d

 h
e

 w
o

u
ld

 
h
a
ve

 to
 fin

ish
 th

e
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 o

n
 h

is o
w

n
. H

e
 kn

e
w

 th
e
re

 w
a
s a

n
 

im
p
o
rta

n
t su

b
je

ct th
a
t n

e
e
d
e
d
 to

 b
e
 re

e
xa

m
in

e
d
 in

 g
re

a
te

r d
e
ta

il: th
e
 

S
e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 in
 g

e
n
e
ra

l a
n
d
, in

 p
a
rticu

la
r, th

e
ir a

ctio
n
s in

 D
a
lla

s. 
W

hat m
ore could he learn? 

L
ike

 m
a
n
y tw

e
n
tie

th
-ce

n
tu

ry A
m

e
rica

n
 in

stitu
tio

n
s, th

e
 S

e
cre

t 
S

e
rvice

 w
a
s fo

rg
e
d
 in

 th
e
 ca

ld
ro

n
 o

f th
e
 C

ivil W
a
r. O

rig
in

a
lly, th

e
 

S
e
rvice

 w
a
s co

n
ce

ive
d
 a

s p
a
rt o

f th
e
 T

re
a
su

ry D
e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t a

n
d
 

ch
a
rg

e
d
 w

ith
 in

ve
stig

a
tin

g
 a

n
d

 co
m

b
a

tin
g

 cu
rre

n
cy co

u
n

te
rfe

itin
g

, 
w

h
ic

h
 w

a
s
 e

n
d
e
m

ic
 in

 th
e
 w

a
r y

e
a
rs

. It w
a
s
 n

o
t u

n
til a

fte
r th

e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 o

f P
re

sid
e
n
t W

illia
m

 M
cK

in
le

y in
 1

9
0
1
 th

a
t th

e
 a

g
e
n
cy 

p
icke

d
 u

p
 th

e
 a

d
d
itio

n
a
l d

u
ty o

f p
ro

te
ctin

g
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t.2  

In tim
e the S

ervice w
ould also be responsible for shielding the vice 

p
re

sid
e
n
t, th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t-e

le
ct, m

a
jo

r p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l ca
n
d
id

a
te

s, fo
rm

e
r 

P
residents and their w

ives, w
idow

s of form
er P

residents, presidential 
ch

ild
re

n
 a

n
d

 visitin
g

 h
e

a
d

s o
f sta

te
.3  T

h
e

 a
g

e
n

cy a
lso

 d
e

ve
lo

p
e

d
 a

 
so

p
h

istica
te

d
 re

se
a

rch
 d

ivisio
n

 th
a

t to
d

a
y u

n
d

e
rta

ke
s th

e
 d

a
u

n
tin

g
 

ta
sk o

f id
e
n
tifyin

g
 a

n
d
 m

o
n
ito

rin
g
 p

o
te

n
tia

l a
ssa

ssin
s. A

s w
e
ll, th

e
 

S
et-vice

 co
n
tin

u
e
s to

 re
ta

in
 a

u
th

o
rity in

 ca
se

s in
vo

lvin
g
 co

u
n
te

rfe
it-

in
g

. 
B

u
t it re

m
a
in

s th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's sto

ic, ste
a
d
fa

st b
o
d
yg

u
a
rd

s w
h
o
 

d
o

m
in

a
te

 th
e

 p
u

b
lic's p

e
rce

p
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 fa
m

o
u

s o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
. T

h
e

 
S

e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 a
g
e
n
t h

a
s e

m
e
rg

e
d
 a

s so
m

e
th

in
g
 o

f a
n
 a

rch
e
typ

a
l 

A
m

e
rica

n
 h

e
ro

 in
 re

ce
n

t d
e

ca
d

e
s: stro

n
g

, co
u

ra
g

e
o

u
s, a

n
d

 w
illin

g
 to

 
la

y d
o
w

n
 h

is o
r h

e
r life

 in
 th

e
 b

lin
k o

f a
n
 e

ye
 to

 d
e
fe

n
d
 th

e
 le

a
d
e
r o

f 
a free and open society. T

his im
age is not exaggerated, for the job is 

d
a
n
g
e
ro

u
s, d

ifficu
lt a

n
d
 re

le
n
tle

ssly stre
ssfu

l. E
ve

n
 in

 e
a
rlie

r, le
ss 

violent tim
es, the lot of an agent w

as a hard one. 
K

e
n
tu

ckia
n
 E

d
m

u
n
d
 S

ta
rlin

g
 w

o
rke

d
 o

n
 th

e
 W

h
ite

 H
o
u
se

 p
ro

te
c-

tio
n
 d

e
ta

il fo
r th

irty ye
a
rs, fro

m
 1

9
1
4
 to

 1
9
4
4
. H

is b
io

g
ra

p
h
y, w

ritte
n
 

b
y T

h
o
m

a
s S

u
g
ru

e
 in

 1
9
4
6
, p

ro
vid

e
s o

n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st d

e
ta

ile
d
 

g
lim

p
se

s o
f th

e
 d

a
y-to

-d
a
y life

 o
f a

n
 a

g
e
n
t. T

h
e
 b

o
o
k ca

p
tu

re
s th

e
 

atm
osphere of grinding pressure agents face as they w

restle w
ith the 

n
e
a
rly in

co
m

p
a
tib

le
 g

o
a
ls o

f p
ro

te
ctin

g
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t a

n
d
 a

llo
w

in
g
 

the A
m

erican people a degree of access to their leader. 
In

 o
n
e
 o

f h
is m

a
n
y le

tte
rs h

o
m

e
, S

ta
rlin

g
 re

co
u
n
ts a

 typ
ica

lly 
enervating journey—

accom
panying P

resident W
ilson to P

hiladelphia 
for the second gam

e of the W
orld S

eries in 1915: 


