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A Different V
Maryland Man Has Doubts about Oswald

Assassination
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sen” Mr “because we  the second round, picked up the target in

X4 :
The force needed to push a cartridge into a Mannlicher-Carcano, the type gun
Oswald is said to have used, sometimes denta the cartridge as it did this one (attached
to a disengaged bolt) 21 paint indicated by Howard Donabue’s thumb. This cartridge
came from the ssme Jot ax the Oswald cartridges.

inch circle in the central head area I Walter Crookite, the principal com-
heard a technician at the base of the tower mentator, stated a1 the opimion of CBS
call out: ‘We've got a good one! Four- News that “the role of the FBI as well as
point-sight seconds from first to last the Secret Service, both in the assassina-
shot!" " tion and its aftermath, has been less than
A second timing device clocked the gloricus," and said performances of the
three shots at 5.1 seconds. But at even the  two agencies had weakened (he credibility

slower reading, Mr. Dopahue had of the Warren
ed the Warren Report’s indication that one CBS had uded, Mr. Cronkite said,
could have fired three shots from  that Lee Harvey Oswald shot President

later that, out of scores of test firings as o killer, and Oswald as the kill-
which had been made in the three previous  er.”
years by CBS, his performance

o Lee Oswald
vestigation, it permitted the FBI and CIA

CBS televised its test findings the fol- {5 jnvestigate themselves—and so0 cast a
lu'inlnmthdurhcaruelylzﬂu! shadow on the answers.
news inquiry, “The Warren Report, 1t was his sense of having a
which began with an hour of cOMmentary gervice that whetted Mr. Donahue's inter-
mmmul:j.:.namd-r.-lmhﬁ est In the assassination. He hought and
and continved additional hoar- read a condensation of the Warren Report,
segments on Monday, Tuesday and

Continued on Page 11

E

Mr. Donshue, holding a Mannlicher-Carcano, d the position he used
during a test-firing conducted in Maryland in an effort to prove or disprove the
Warren Repart contention that three shots could be fired from a weapon of

this type in 6.5 seconds or less.
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lnﬂhmhgmreﬂdingdﬂfumm to show how he had fired the rifle, and be Anotber irritation was the widely cir-

critical of the was being very wrong about it. He had a  culated description of the 6.5mm Mann-
He read “Whitewash,” written by a for-  box for a rifle rest was not using a  licher-Carcano cartridge, which hit both
mer analyst turned chick-  sling. These two factors alone would rule Eennedy and Governor Connal-
en farmer; "Rush to Judgment,” by Mark  him out as a competent rapid-fire and ac-  ly, as a low-to-medinm-powered military
Lane, an attorney and former New York curate marksman. could ot possibly have
state assemblyman; “Six Seconds in Dal- “But the most glaring error was the
h{,"byJodahMpm.apmlmd way Mr. Frazier was shown manipulating "The fact Is," Mr. Donahue says, “that
enforcement agents and others. V4% the bolt. As I mentioued, the Mamnlicher :nbun;l.hluhqnn 1 -
Carcano awkward affair. vy,
ik B 4, bullet leaves the rifle muzzle al 2,234 feet

little knowledge of ballistics and capabile  [arkeran must hit the bolt forcibly, in big game hunter, has used a 6.5mm Mann-
thes of weapoas. mu.fmdmm-‘rﬁ.:ﬂn licher—with ammunition ballistics simi-
Too many, Mr. Donahue felt, had ac-  There isn't enough time between shots for ﬂmmmm(:l;m-.m—munu::

g ) elephants with single bead shots.

cepted broad and g de  the marksman to close .t podi s
the cartridge fired by Oswald hadn't the

power to penetrate two living men.”

premeditated murder was committed in
Dealy Plaza in Dallas on November 22,
1963.

He believes that, but for a freakish,
once-in-a-million turn of events, John F.
Kennedy might be alive today, with Lee
Harvey Oswald serving a prison sentence

for his attempted murder.
And he believes he knows how Presi-
was killed. o
To be continued next week

Two Secret Service men, and a few people in the crowd, turn their attention from the motorcade and look searchingly an instant
after one shot was fired during the assassination of President Kennedy, who was in the car in the foreground. Lelt, the
assassination as recorded on mation picture film, with the President lurching forward in frame three.




In 1967 CBS investigated the Warren
Report of the 1963 assassination of
Pregident John F. Kennedy, and tele-
vised its findings shortly afterward in
a four-part series.

It had several gunning experts
make test-firings with the same make
and model of the Mannlicher-Carcano
Italian rifle Lee Harvey Oswald is said
to have used. During these tests, How-
ard Donahue became the only man on
record s

Kennedy Assassination: A Different View

Gun Expert Reasons Oswald
Didn’t Fire Fatal Shot

Howard Donahue, of Towson, Says
Guarded Spectrographic Tapes
Could Prove His Theory Is Correct

to equal and surpass Oswal

alleged abidity with that type firearm.
Under conditions nearly identical to
those of the assassination, Mr, Dena-
hue scored three occurnte shots weil
within a much-disputed 6.5-second pe-
riod, the time the assassin (s thought to
have had to fire,

This involvement intrigued Mr.
Donahue, a gunsmith, and led him into
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the assassination. Mr. Kellerman, who had
been riding in the right front seat of the
that
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a personal study of ballistic aspects of
the Gssassination. After 10 years of
trying to disp hiz oum rel
conclusion, he is now comvinced he
knows who fired the shot that killed the
President. He says it was not Lee
Harvey

This is the second of a two-part series.

By RALPH REPPERT

there wasn't | haven't given thal enough
thought to even form an opinion.”
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agent was positive in this assertion.
“The Zapruder " Mr. Donahue
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“But how drastically different can two

which
Exhibit 843,"

tional Archives,
But in the following paragraph Miss
Smith wrote:
Continued on Page 9
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Dashes indicate path of bullets,
according to Warren Report,

0B OOSNEBNENROSINORRESRRD
Dots show bullets paths,
according to Donahue theory.
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“Enclosed Is a copy of our regulations
concerning access to security classified
documents. We are not aware of any
researchers who have been given ac-
cess 1o classified documents in the rec-
ords of the Commission by the agencies

Mr. Donahoe replied, trying to learn if
there were some reason be shouldn't be
given permission to look at the evidence,
but he never heard from the agency.

He wrote io the Secrel Service, asking
lwthmmunlm:murldlngtnm
car behind the Presidenl. He asked i they
were still agents and, if so, in what capaci-
ty; what weapons they had, their caliber,

i any changes had been made in the
agency's weapons since the

He received a copy of a letter the Chief
of Secret Service had written in answering
:Im]llr questions (from Lhe President's

ission on the A ination of Presi-
dm:Jnth Kennedy) four years earlier,
The President's follow-up car had been
driven by Safmuel Kinney, and also had
been occupied by Emory Roberts, Clinton
Hill, William Melntyre, John Ready, Paul
Landis, Glen Bennett and George Hickey,
all Secret Service special agents. Also in
the car were Dave Powers and Kenneth
ODonnell, assistants to President Kenne-
dy, who were not armed.

In answer to a subsequent letter to the
agency, In which he repeated his ques-
tions, Mr. Donahue was informed that the
Becret Service did not disclose the types of
weapons il used, other than its issue of 38-
caliber revolvers, and that no shots were
fired by the Secret Sarvice at the time of
the assassination.

“As a gunsmith,” Mr. Donahue recalls,
“I had a natural curiosity about the differ-
ent kinds of firearms and ammunition
known o have been in and around Dealy
Plaza on (he day of the assassination. The
difference between the legal and the ille-
gal ammuonition known to have been there
would be as different as black and white,

"The type of penetrating military bul-

Plaster skulls were drilled and painted by Howard Donahue. The ane on right shows the flight of the bullet as desvribed i in.

the ariginal autepsy. Skull. left, is Mr, Donabue's interpretation of the path of the bullel as y g
physicians. It indicates the bullet moved from the loft rear 1o the cight front, which Me. Donahue feels would rule oula

shot fram the book depository,

let fired by Oswald, for example, although
a good choice for a sniper, would never be
carried by bodyguards or anybody else
who might have to fire at somebody in a
crowd. That type of bullel could pass
through three or four people and possibly
kill the fifth,

“For use in a crowd a bodyguard's
weapons could sensibly be loaded only
with frangible, self-destructive bullets. A
high-velocity automatic or semi-automat-
ic .22, such as the M-18, would be an ideal

at the Universily of Maryland and chief
medical examiner

professor

School of Hygiene and Public Health at
the Johns Hopkins University. The other
two were Dr, William H. Carnes, professor
of pathology at the University of Utah an
a member of that state’s Medical Exan in-

jacketed like
the Hornady super lxplum would uull'y
two most
would immobilize an muny lnunmy bjr
creating shock and a massive wound, and
they would disintegrate in whatever they
hit, moving no [arther to harm anybody
else.”

Mr. Donahue's continuing study of the
President’s head wound turned up a puz-
zling inconsistency. The Warren Report
had accepted the idea that the bullet that
inflicted the fatal wound had entered the
right, rear area of the skull at a point

by the 1968 Panel's new medical report
drawings.

“The path of the bullet, indicated in the
second autopsy report,” Mr. Donahue
says, “was from left-rear to right-front. It
is beyond my comprehension how anybody
could deduce from that drawing that the
bullet had moved from right-rear to left-

front.
“This left me with the puzziing conclu-
slon that, wuidarln.lh-l’mldnt'lpnli

lmmd.
the shot that killed him could not possibly
have come from the Texas School Book
y, which was located behind and

1 was puzzled to read in their report,”
Mr. Donahue says, “that the four doctors
found the point of entry to be ‘approxi-
mately 100mm above the external oc-
cipital protuberance.’ That would put it
about 100mm away from the point of en-
try accepled by the Warren Report. 1
smiled a forgiving smile and concluded
that obviously the report of the 1968 Panel
do:tmhadmu]ndltypoplphlnlx-

of

hat below the out t pi
ance; at about the same level, for exam-
ple, as the upper part of the ear. Appar-

lnmm.mlwonldbelmmhdlu
inch, and would be an understandable and

ently, he says, the pled di of the
wound was drawn freehand during or af-
ter autopsy proceedings.

The gunsmith had accepted this dia-
grammed evidence, too, until he read a re-
port by a panel of four physi-
clans who met in 1988, at the of
Ramsey Clark, ‘thn\t!nruy l}ﬂnﬂnl. “to

various p P x.n,,l

error, even in the medical re-
port turned in by the original autopsy
team,

“But later 1 learned that the
meant exactly what it stated. The differ-
ence in point-of-entry locations indicated
by the two autopsy feams actually mea-
sured about 100mm. 1 was astounded. A

and other per-
um;mmmmﬂﬁuuulm
mwevﬂnlemmlignlﬂuncelnuh-
tion to
mnmmmamm;«m
dent Kenmedy. . . " the report which had
hnenxlsmd hy Commander (now Admi-
ral) Humes and his associates al the au-
topsy.
The team of investigating physicians
Included two from Baltimore: Dr. Ramll

di pency of 10mm I could understand.

Less than half an inch, But a difference of
100mm! That's about 4 inches! A new dia-

X-rays, put the bullet's point of entry at .

the top of the skull."

Mr. Donahue ran into another startling
discovery when he oblained two plaster
casts of a human skull and marked on one
the path of the bullet the Commission had
ted, on the other the path indicated

S. Fisher, professor of ic p

defined by four inv

right.
“The President’s head at the instant of
the fatal wound was tilted slightly for-
ward, and inclined very slightly to the left.
The Zapruder films bear this out, and so
do the Muchmore {iims and various still
pictures taken by news photographers.

“The President’s body pasiuou at that

a brace, which held his body in an inflexi-
ble position, he might have slumped after
that first shot passed through him and into
Governor Connally. Had he slumped in a
natural manner, the fatal bullet probably
would have inflicted only a shallow
wound, or ‘crease,’ in his scalp. One-half
inch would have made the difference be-
tween a hit and a miss.”
Something else Mr, Donahue hadn't no-
ticed earlier turned up in the 1968 Panel
: ™. . . Also there is, embedded in the
outer table of the skull close to the lower
edge of the [point of entry| hole, a large
metallic fragment which on the antero-
posterior film (1) lies 25mm lo the right
of the midline. This fragment as seen in
the latter film is round and measures
6.5mm in diameter. . ."
“I looked into that aspect of the re-
“What [t
intended

for the doctors’ medical terminology, is
that the metal fragment broke the skin but
not the bone, imbedding itself in, but not
piercing, the skull.”

Mr. Donahue was also vaguely aware
of some lrritating inconsistencies which

- he couldn't immediately identify. Finally

he recalled an eyewitness's account of the
assassination, that of Ralph Yarborough,
the Texas senator who had been riding
with Vice President Johnson two cars be-
hind the President's limousine. Speaking
Iater of the tragedy and of the terrible
minutes which followed, in which the pro-

gunj . It clung to the car nearly
all the way to the hospital.”

The smell of gunpowder!

Some 90 yards from Oswald's position
on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book
Depoal.lnry. even farther away from the

at least part of the gunfire originated,
Senator Yarboroogh had smelled gunpow-
der!

Seth Kantor, a Seripps-Howard news-
paperman riding In the press bus farther
Continued on Page 12
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back in the procession, also had smelled
gunpowder.

Ham Manchester did not mention an inter-

view with §. M. Holland, but he did refer

to the President’s follow-up car in which
Secret Service men were riding. He spoke
of two agents in the back seat, “. . . and on
the seat between them lay an AR-15 .223

tic rifle, with a muzzle velocity so
powerful that should a bullet sirike a
man's chest it would blow his head off ., .
A few pages later, describing the mo-
ments of panic which followed the shots,
Manchester Includes the observation of an
agent as he “. . . raises the barrel of the
AR-15 and points it about aimlessly . . "
(Mr, Donahue beliaves Secret Service

it
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When asked what the Secret Service
man had done when be stood up, Mr. Hol-
land replied: “He pointed this machine gun
right towards that grassy knoll behind
that picket fence.”

In his “The Death of a President,” Wil-

all parts of the which had been bug-
ging me {ell into place.
My curiosity was at last

satisfied, 1 would have bet my last dollar
then, and [ would bet it now, that at last I
had stumbled upon the source of the bullst
which killed President Kennedy.

were two men, one of whom must have
fired the fatal shot.
“] didn't want to accept the working

‘oments after President Kennedy was fatally wounded and was being rushed to the hospi

from that
since 1969 [ have tried, point by point, to
discredit it. [ haven't been able to
or even shake a single factor of it

“Here, in my sad is what

happened:

“T accepl the evidence that Lee Harvey
Oswald was trying to kill the President
Don't ask me why. Who knows what goes
on in the mind of & man like that?

up, spraying
Is a matter of record that five metal frag-
ments were picked up later in the car.
There is plctorial evidence of their hitting

1k
g
B
H
il
4

e
i?
E
-4
i

2

damage Oswald inflicted

dent, and for it alone he could have been
booked only for attemptad murder. Gover-
nor Connally recovered from his wounds. [

.

land saw was not in the presidential, but in
the follow-up car, God knows that most of
the scores of witnesses who saw what hap-
during the minates of panic during
the tragedy came up with different staries
of it later. In my mind I am satisfied that
Mr. Holland saw what he said he saw, He
Just had the cars mixed up.

“Why didn't the hundreds of spectators
in Dealy Plaza that day ses the Secret

i

Continued on Page 14

d, a Secret
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that the fatal shot came from a paosition
behind and to the laft of the President.

Texas School Book Depository at the time
of the assassination have said they heard
only two shots. Policemen later found

three spent cartridge cases on the sixth
floor of the building, but one of them was
so badly bent it couldn't have have been
insertad into a rifle breech, not in the con-
dition in which it was found.”

Mr. Donahue believes the true causs of

‘Over their protests, the President’s
body was moved into an ambulance
and taken to the airport’

Howard Donahue works in his gun shop in Towson. “As -gumm.l'r " he says, “I had

a natural curivsity about the different kinds of firesrms and smmunition knowan to
“ﬁ-vc been in and around Dealy Plaza on the day of the assassination, ™

the President's death was known within a
few minutes, and that an imp deci-
sion from one or more high-ranking gov-
ernment officials dictated the events that
followed.

"“The President’s brother, the late Rob-
ert Keonedy, was the take-charge sort of
man who might have made the decision to
withhold the fact that our country’s Chief
Executive had been killed accidentally by
mnfhlsmbodygumb.

“Perhaps it wasn't 50 miuch a deliber-
ateducklunlnmzr::p, but merely a

heartbroken to con-
tintie a cover-up that had already set in.

“Many incidents that transpired in the
wake of the assassination fall neatly into
placewmppor(myconcluslm

“A glaring inconsistency is the way in

which the Presi s body was r
firmly, quickly and illegally, from Dallas,
and flown across the country to a

military
hospital where all phases of Ihepnmoln;l
cal

jon were
strict government supervision.

"By Texas law, an autopsy of the de-
ceased should bave been made in Dallas.
Two Dallas officials told members of the
President's staff the body could not be re-
moved from the city until an autopsy was
performed. Over their protests, the Presi-

that local offivials might try to keep the
plane from leaving, one Secret Service
man asked the pilot to take off immediate-
ly. (He was told the take-off would be de-
layed until Vice President Johnson was
sworn in.)

“A statement attributed to Chief Jus-
tice Earl Warren has plagued me since the
early days of the assassination investiga-
tions. I beard it in a radio newscast. Oth-
ers interested in the assassination have
told me they, too, heard it, and some of
them tell me they saw the remark repeat-
ed in the newspapers, although they can't
remember where.

“I cannot quote the remark verbatim,
but I remember the substance of if, Alter
being briefed on various aspects of the as-
sassination, Justice Warren was quoted as
having said, as closely as [ can recall his
phrasing: “The initial (or did he use the
word cursory?) findings of this case are
so earth-shaking that it will be decades be-
fore the American people can be told.” The
item was not repeated In subsequent
newscasts.”
~ Mr. Donahue ran across an intriguing
post-assassination item in "LBJ: The Way
He Was" a book written about the late
Vice President and President by Frank
Cormier, of the Associated Press, a long-
time White House correspondent.

In the book, Mr. Cormier recounted a
visit LBJ had made (o Texas shortly after
he had become President, a trip which in-
cluded a Christmas Eve visit with his old
friend A. W. Moursund, a Johnson City
lawyer, at Round Mountain Ranch, for
some deer hunting. A group of reporters
tagged along.

With Mr, Moursund driving and LBJ
happily pointing out white-tailed deer in
rough growth along the trail, the Presi-
dent became annoyed by the elose-follow-
ing vehicle in which his guard of Secret
Service men rode, He had Mr. Moursund

stop the car, and an agent came hurrying
forward to ask what the trouble was,
“Dammit,” the President snapped at
him, “1 don't want you tailgatin’ me! Now
you keep that wagon back outta sight or
I'm gonna shoot out your tires!"
President Johnson, Mr. Cormier contin-

ued, demonstrated genuine, il somewhat
sporadic, affection for some agents, but
could also be perversely cruel towards his
bod:

yguards.

“In an off-the-record talk at the White
House, a few weeks earlier,” Mr. Cormier
wrote, “Johnson had shocked me by ex-
ploding: “If I ever get killed, it won't be be-
cause of an assassin. It'll be some Secret
Service agent who trips himself up and his
gun goes off. Tbey‘rewwser.h.lnmgge
happy Texas sheriffs,

But reports such as these, and reports
nfﬁutrqudnntu.dutmyd pnthnlogiul
dy's wou.udl.lndpimu. x-nysmduth-
er bits of evidence still kept from public
view in the National Archives, would have
to be classified, Mr. Donahue feels, as
vague bits of evidence which could be used
to support many different assassination

“Since 1969, he says, “1 bave been un-
able to turn up evidence that shakes any
part of my conclusion.

“But one such possible piece of evi-
dence does exist. In the pathological ex-
amination and the first autopsy performed
on President Kennedy, metal particles—
fragments of cores and/or jackets of bul-
lets—were removed from his brain. A test
sample was also cut out of the ‘miracle
bullet' which had passed through both
Kennedy and Connaily. All these particles
were later subjected by the FBI to spec-
trographic analysis, a high-precision pro-
mdure In which the chemical make-up of

or d of ele-
mcnu can be determined. The results of
such analyses come out on spectrographic
tapes, and on such tapes the colored, fine-
ly lined pattern of each element or com-
pound analyzed is as distinctive as a fin-
gerprint.

“The spectrographic tapes are guard-
ed, hiddea from public view, and even
their whereabouts kept secret. As far as [
have been able to learn, the man or men
who made these spectographic tests were
not asked to contribute their knowledge of
them to the Warren Report. Certainly 1
can find no record of such testimony, in
the Warren Report or elsewhere.

important part of the story which really
unfolded at Dealy Plaza in Dallas in 1063.

“If all the bullet fragments recovered
were analyzed, and if the spectrographic
tapes of all match up perfectly, then the
evidence becomes overwhelming that Lee
Harvey Oswald's rifle was the only weap-
on involved in the assassination.

“But if any one of those tapes differs
from the others, then a second type of bul-
let, fired by somebody else, from a differ-
ent position and with a different type of
firearm, was without a doubt one of the
bullets which killed President Kennedy.

“I think the American people have a
right to know whatever story the tapes

have to tell”
THE SUN MAGAZINE, MAY B, 1977



