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III
INETEEN years after the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy, doubts surrounding 
bis death appear burned into the American 
psyche. One net of answers gives rise to another 
pet of questions. Theories are spun; hooks writ-
ten. For at least a few people the mystery of 
the president's violent end has become such a 
compelling force It has altered their lives, 
Their moral outrage has fed the American pub-
lic a steady stream of theories, ideas and infer-
merlon on the Dallas tragedy, often wrested 
from the governmenL 

No one person has been more tireless in pursing the facts of the 
case than Harold Weisberg of Frederick. A former political analyst 
for the wartime OSS, he became suspicious at once of the torrent of 
prejudicial information coining out against Lee Harvey Oswald with-
in hours of the deed. He was not surprised at Oswald's death at the 
bands of Jack Ruby, only at its suddenness. When the Warren Com-
mission report came out in 1964, Mr. Weisberg went to work, master-
lag the encyclopedic details, ferreting out inconsistencies, pointing 
out shortcomings. He has labored at his self-appointed mission ever 
shire 

THAT 
DAY 

After 19 Years, Doubts Still Mount Over I N DALLAS 

By HENRY SCARUPA 
"At some point 

someone In Congress 
should ask a very 

simple question: If the 
FBI has nothing to 

hide about its 
Investigation of the 
most subversive of 

all crimes—the 
assassination of the 

president—why in 
the hell does it hide 

so much?" 
—Harold Weisberg 
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These poriurm of the assassination of 
President Kennedy Sere relented in 
1966 by Life magazine ae it called for ■ 
new Moralisation of the death. 

Encountering gaps in the Oswald 
gem he took is the role of invesuga-
usr t he once served as Senate investi-
gator for the old LaFollette civil 
liberties committal, paying his own 
way to Dallas and New Orleans In 
196T he testified before a New Or 
leans grand jury In the Jim Garrison 
probe of the assassination. Along the 
way he encountered the late Senator 
Richard B. Russell of Georgia, a 
member of the Warren Cantons:non. 
The two men exchanged their serious 
doubts about the official government 
line, and Mr. Russell reportedly urged 
him to disprove It. 

Mr. Weisberg has tried to do Just 
that In sin books beginning with 
"Whitewash I" In lee. and ending 
with "Not Mortem" In 1975. Because 
publishers balked at handling the con-
troversial material. he published and 
marketed all but one of the books 
himself 

WOWS McGraw, 
main 

In thousands of printed pages. Mr. 
Weinberg has charged a massive 
weenie, complete with official lies, 
deliberately overlooked facts. falsi-
fied evidence. misleadine data and  

suppressed proof. Some key areas 
which have been purposely blurred, to 
his thinking, are Oswald 's relation• 
ship with the FBI and U.S. Intelli-
gence. and ballistic and medical evi-
dence relating to Kennedy's death. 

As informed as anyone on the sub-
leek Mr. Weisberg has never fingered 
a suspect He has his ideas though and 
privately levels his sospicion at what 
be terms the intelligence.military-th-
&atrial complex "The dedicated 
wrong." be once said to a reporter, 
"they're more dangerous than people 
who are deliberately dishonest. For 
them all Illegalities are right and 

From the first he ban vigorously 
exercised his right under the Free-
dom of Information ACt to pry docu-
ments relating to the case from the 
government. To date he has acquired 
more than 300.000 pages. The card 
index alone to the FBt's Dallas field 

Investigation measures 41:1 linear feet 
Mr. Weisberg has gone through virtu-
ally every item in his poems:non clip-
ping notes to each 

The rows of filing cabinets extend-
ing across his basement give no clue 
to the bigots he has waged to acquire 
their contents. The effort has only 
partially succeeded. and Mr. Weis-
berg is currently involved in litiga-
tion to obtain other material. As far 
back as 1406 he asked the FBI for the 
revolts of all the spectograpitic tests 
of the ballistic evidence. The request 
was ignored. He asked again. No re-
sponse. 

Finally he filed an action in feder-
al district court. The court threw out 
the case He took It to the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals, where a three-judge 
panel ruled 2-to-I in Mr. Weisberin 
favor. Undeterred, the Justice De-
partment asked for a review by the 

Continued on Nest Page 
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DAY IN DALLAS 
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full Court of Appeals. This 
time Mr. Weisberg lost. Ha 
next took the case on up to the 
US. Supreme Court. teeing 
an more. 

In 1974 an amended FOI 
Act was passed over Presi-
dent Ford's veto, making It 
easier for citizens to obtain in-
formation from the FBI and 
CIA. The next morning James 
▪ Me. Weisberg's lamps% 
was first in line to district 
court to file a SA it ease. LS the 
Interval Mr. Weisberg learned 
the FBI had also carried out 
neutron activation tests and 
added that to his shopping Ust. 
Sixteen years after the Initial 
reqiirst, the case is =ill pend-
ing. 

Mr. Weisberg cites miser 
Instances to which the FBI de-
nied him material whirls It 
freely gave to others_ He 
claims this was done to im-
pede his work and out of vin-
dictiveness for his Incessant 
criticism of the federal law 
agency and J. Edgar Hoover, 
its late chief. In response he 
has escalated his tactics by at-
tempting to shoe the FBI's 
bad faith in Its dealings with 
him_ to recent months he has 
written three book length at-
fidavIts attempting to docu-
ment this claim 

"At some point," Mr. Wets-
berg says. Sign ea in Corr 

gross shoold ask a very simple 
Question: If the FBI has noth-
ing to  hide about its lovestlia• 
tor; of the most subversive of 
all crimes—the assassination 
of a president—why In the 
hell does It hide so inner" 

Handicapped by a circula-
tory ailment. Mr. Weisberg, 
who is 70, has had to limit the 

hours a day he spends at his 
task. "I have piens for more 
books" he declares, "but I 
can't get to the writing. I'm 
completely tied up in litiga-
tion. Looks Like they have suc-
ceeded to slowing me down?' 

One day while 
going over some 
photos in Life 
magazine, 
[Howard Donahue] 
suddenly saw the 
missing place of 
the puzzle flash in 
his mind. He 
resisted the 
impulse at first, 
trying to prove to 
himself it couldn't 
have happened 
that way. To no 
arvaiL 

HOWARD C.B. Donahue 
Is a firearms expert 
and owner of a Towson 

gun shop. An experienced 
marksman with all types of 
weapons the fires at least 
10,060 rounds a year!, be was 
asked by CBS in 1967 to take 
part in test-firing a 6.5-trim. 
mauntichnr-Careane 	rifle, 
similar to the one allegedly 
used by Oswald. Doubt had 
been raised in marry quarters 
that the assassin could have 
accurately squeezed off three 
rounds is 6.4 seconds. Firing 
from a 00-foot wooden tower 
duplicating the Dealey Plaza 
setting, Mr. Donahue man-
aged to get off three shots to 
5.2 seconds. 

That assignment so in-
trigued him he spent the next 

10 years studying mod ponder. 
Mg the details of the assassi-
nation mainly from the per,  
sportive of a gun and ballis-
tic; expert Unlike most crit-
ics of the warren Report, he 
found no great fault with the 
conclusions He could easily 
accept the notion of Oswald as 
the lane assassin. but not the 
ballistics data. 

He was troubled by the kb 
consistencies in the behavior 
of the two bullets that struck 
the president. The first. the 
so-called Magic ballet. had re-
mained intact attar poxtrat-
Ins both Mr. Kennedy and 
Governor Connolly The sec-
ond disintegrated completely 
on Inflicting the president's 
head remold. 

The study el autopsy data, 
Including a /960 report by a 
new panel of medical experts, 
suggested to him the fatal bul-
let had come from felt-rear. 
In no way could it have origi. 
mated on the sixth floor of the 
Texas School Book Deposita. 
ry. Immersing himself in the 
details of Kennedy's final mo-
ment, be sought to get as full 

picture of the event as possi-
ble. One day while going over 
some photos in Life maga-
zine, he suddenly saw the 
missing piece of the finale 
Haab In his mind. He resisted 
the Impulse at first, trying to 
prove to himself it couldn't 
have happened that way. To 
no avail. He couldn't shake off 
the Idea that the shot that 
ended Kennedy's life was 
fired accidentally by a Secret 
Service man in Mie follow-up 
car_ 

The critical photo pictured 
one of the president's body,  
guards. AR-15 rifle to hand, 
seconds after the assassina. 

Continued on Page 12 
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Louie Si! ten Wilt, right, the -umbrella man-  who appeared 
at Select kosinainminn Committee hearings. 

DAY IN DALLAS 
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lion Along with this Mr. 
Donahue read an eyewitness 
account describing a Secret 
Service man in the second car 
starting to rise to his feet, 
when the motion of the vehi. 
cies speedup caused him to 
fall over backwards. lo that 
instant, Mr. Donahue theo-
rised, the man's finger pulled 
the trigger by reflex_ dis-
charging the weapon. It took 
no great detective work to 
identify the agent. 

That theory was first pub-
licized In the Sun Maw:trine 
in May 1977 AL one point a 
Stan papers reporter and Mrs. 
Donahue attempted to contact 
the suspect—let's call him 
Agent X —by letter and tape-
recorded message. The man, 
now retired and aides in a 
Washington suburb, never 
replied. 

Mr. Donahue. meanwhile. 
enrolled in a masters pro-
gram In forensic science at 
George Washington Universi-
ty, intent on increasing his 
skills in the area. About this 
time he became familiar with 
Dr. John Lammers analysis 
of the Kennedy medical data. 
A New York urologist, Dr. 
Lattimer concluded Kenne-
dy's neck wound, caused by 
the first hit, probably would 
have been fatal. Inflicting 
more damage than initially 
thought, the ballet knocked off 
the right transverse process 
from one of the cervical 
vertebrae. Coupled with thin. 
Kennedy's longterm cortisone  

treatment drastically reduced 
his body's ability to fight off 
infection and heal itself. Bac-
teria-laden air from his esoph-
agus and trachea most likely 
would have entered the wound 
path. leading to infection and 
probably death. In light of this 
finding the second bullet be. 
came muck less critical, to 
Mr. Donahue's thinking_ The 
government now bad law 
need than ever for a coverup. 

During the period 1.977-
1979 the Select Assassinations 
Committee was m business. 
created by the House of Rep-
resentatives to investigate 
anew the Kennedy and Martin 
Luther King, Jr.. assassina-
tions. By now the thadequa. 
dm of the Warren Commis-
sion report were taken for 
granted by much of the public. 
Mr. Donahue felt the time to 
act was ripe. With the bells of 
Representative Clarence Long 
of Maryland, be arranged a 
meeting with Gary Carswell, 
the committee's deputy chief  

counsel. Mr. Cornwell listened 
politely but was noncotornliaL 

Later in an bout-lang Infer 
mal session, Mr. Donahue 
shared his ideas with a three-
man SAC team. One investiga-
tor in particular. Jack Mori-
arity, seemed Interested and 
urged Mr. Donahue to go to 
Agent X's home and confront 
him is person, The Towson 
goo dealer was tempted. Sev-
eral times On the way to com-
mittee hearings in Washing-
ton. he drove past the retired 
agent's home but could never 
bring himself to face him_ In 
the back of his mind was the 
fear he aught provoke a vio-
lent reaction. 

Sating through days of 
committee bearings, Mt. 
Donahue was dismayed at 
what he heard. The SAC con-
sidered at great length the 
role of organized crime In 
Kennedy's death end spent at 
least an hour on a theory of an 
umbrella man with a con- 

Continued on Page 31 
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"We don't know 
what happened, but 
we do know that 
Oswald had 
Intelligence 
connections. 
Everywhere you 
look with him, there 
are the fingerprints 
of intelligence." 

—Senaror Schwelker 

eaaled weapon in bin devise. Some-
how it never found even • few 
minutes for Mtn. 

For all his efforts Mr. Donahee 
was disappointed other media did not 
pick tip on Ma theory. He is making 
one more try to publicize the Idea by 
turning it Into a fictional account, • 

novel in progress. Historically the 
press has not been particularly enter-
prising in going after assassination 
facts-  which run rustler to the official 
story. Is a few exceptions Intriguing 

pieces have been written, but failed to 
pin wide currency or inspire muck 
fellows' The Dallas Morning 
News, for example published  a  story 
In November. 1973. on the Bronson 

film. Charles Branson, an amateur 
photographer. took picturea of Deeley 
Plaza six minutest Wore the assassi-
nation. They show two shadowy fig-
ures moving oat the path floor of the 

approach Si, job like any routine 
murder inventigation —no restric-
tions, big budget. undercover equip-
Meat. and especially no political in-
terference House members bristled 
at his freewheeling ways. 

Early on he locked horns with the 
CIA In asking for data on the agency's 
Mexico City activities at the time of 
Olwild's visit. He pushed hard, aware 
the CIA had used delaying tactics In 
its dealings with the Warren Cammis-
slim. Finally the spy agency agreed to 
deliver—if Mr. Sprague would sign a 
secrecy agreement_ He refused. 

ha a conversatine with Mr. Font 
after he was forced to resign, Mr. 
Sprague confided, 	when i look 
back at what happened, the problems 
began only after I ran up against the 
CIA. That's when my troubles really 

ills replacement. G. Robert 
Blakey, couldn't have been mere dif-
ferent. A leading organized crime ex-
pert, he lost no time in appointing 
people with limiter background to 

Continued on Next Page 

dal drawings and the recollection of 
doctors and nurses It Dallas's Park-
land //capital. Eight of the IS people 
interviewed said they disagreed with 
the official acconet. 

D
LSAGRESMENT often ran 
through the Select Assassi-
natioes Committee, accord-
ing to Gaeton Fenn. Mr. 

Faun probed aspects of the case first 
for the old Church Committee looking 
bite Intelligence activities, working 
under then Senator Richard Saves-
tee Of Pennsylvania, end later for the 
Select Committee, In the November, 
t9e0, have of The Washingtonian 
kr wrote an SO-page article disclosing 
SACS Sneer workings. Mr. Font be-
came the first defector from the goy 
ernment's side In 17 yeah. the first 
insider willing to talk openly for the 
public's benefit. 

He sow the first months of the In-
vestigation marred by controversy 
surrounding the person of Richard A. 
Sprague. SAC'S chief counsel and dl. 
rector, a hardhittmg Philadelphia 
prosecutor. Mr. Sprague wanted to 

Texas Book Depository Building. Both 
ere dressed differently from Oswald ,  
The film was rejected by the FBI be-
cause it was not "sufficiently clear 
for identification purposes." to anoth-
er example Roston Cabe reporter 
Ben Bradlee. Jr in June, lent, wrote 
a long piece dealing with the discrep-
ancies In the description of Kennedy's 
gaping head wound between the off 
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This was ominous news for 
Mr. Fooli For months he had 
been tracking down intelli-
gence hob to Oswald, mainly 
in Miami, center of anti-Castro 
intrigue. Once he felt the trail 
grow hot as he was stout to 
meet with George de Mehree-
schildt. a friend of Oswald's 
with tiee to U.S. intelligence 
services. The RIMI1113 emigre 
reportedly had confessed to a 
Dutch journalise that he had 
been part of the Dallas coo-
aoiracy of oilmen and Cuban 

key con:unlace posts Avoid-
ing Mr. Sprague's mistake. he 
quickly established a cosy 
relationship with the CIA, 
consenting to the secrecy 
teem He went even further, 
according to New Times 
mamba, agreeing to led the 
CIA review the anal SAC re-
port before It went to Con-
gress and the nation. 
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exiles. flours before the ap-
pointment with Mr Foozi. de 
hitobrenschildt put a shotgun 
to his mouth and pulled the 
trigger. 

Gaston Foul was remind-
ed of Senator Schweiker's coo. 
elusion following his study of 
the Kennedy case. "We don't 
know what happened." he 
said, "but we do know that Os-
weld had intelligence connec-
tions. Everywhere you look 
with him, there are the finger-
prints of intelligence." 

Mr. Foot encountered an-
other promising lead through 
Antonio Venison, a Cuban 
exile who headed Alpha 66. an 
ana.Csetro guerrilla group 
based in Miami, which had 
bees carrying out raids on the 
Island. Mr. Veclana swore he 
had wee Oswald in Dallas two 
months before the assassina-
tion In the company of Mau-
rice Bishop, a known intelli-
gence operative. Even more 
damning, after the a*Otasotr,O-
tign Mr. Bishop asked Mr. 
Vecient to bribe his cousin, an 
intelligence officer In the 
Cuban embassy In Mexico 
City, to say he and his wife 
had met with Oswald. Mr. 
Bishop, an obvious nom do 
guerre, had been Mr. Voci-
lea's CIA case officer for 13 
years. 

The CIA deeded any knowl-
edge of Maurice Bishop. A 
composite sketch of the elu-
sive spymaiter produced an 
uncanny License to that of 
David Atlee Phillips, senior 
CIA officer and onetime chief, 
Western Hemisphere Division. 
Mr. Phillips had been deeply 
Immersed In anti-Castro ac-
tivities and had taken part In 

Reporters dig into masers of Fin reports 
gathered in the evArntioarion probe. 
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tanning Inc the Ray of Pies 
&MAX for broke, Mr Foust brought the two men together. Although noticing  a strong  resemblance Mr. Veciana at the end said Mr. Phillips was not the man. Mr. PhLtlips, now mired, gave no hint of recog-, rattan. Mr. Fouts suspicions still ragged. When Mr. Vent-one was introduced, the name apparently meant nothing to 

Mr. Phillips. Yet how coulda high-level CIA officer with ex-tensive anti-Castro Involve-ment not have recognized the name of leading  warrior in that clandestine war? 
By ertid-I973 time and 

money began in run on e for the SAC- Investigatory were told to limit their probe to reel that could be resnlved in 
a few months. The main 
throat berme the pending  re-port. Staff morale plummet-ed. One day the anti-Centre team. of which Mr. Fami was • part. came into the office wearing  T-shirts with the words REALITY IS IRRELE-VANT. After spending  $5,4 million the Select Committee came oat with a report to the sum-mer of 1979, acknowledging 
there very likely had been a  

conspiracy. It made the mer-est mention of the Veciana-Bishop relationship, restrict-ing  the account to 2.4. pages In a 886-page volume. It de-voted the most space to con- 
Mr. Summers 
aggressively 
pursues Oswold's 
intelligence links, 
theorizing he may 
have been a false 
defector sent to 
the Soviet Union 
to pidc up 
information. 

'Aeration of mob involve-ment. but stopped short at 
charging any conspiracy by organized crime. Privately 
Mr.Blakey never wavered In hisbelief in a crime contor-tion. "Mast members of the committee's organized crime team never bought Rinker' theory," Mr. Foul wrote in The Washingtonian article. "Sot in orderto create the lin-preisiou Mat organized crime was Involved. the committee  

had to contradict its owo 
SCA! FA findings concerning  the Central Intelligence Agency." 

BRrristi writer Anthony Summers began hooking  at the details of the 
JFA Awo‘ollAt1011 even while the SAC was carrying  out its probe. Published in 1900, his book "Conspiracy" alleges a m plot foented by antl-Castro Cubans. a renegade element in the U.S. Intelligence and 
mobsters. The catalyst bring-ing together these groups was 
the plot to kill Castro. The ob-jecuve was a reversal of Kennedy's softening  of U.S. 
policy toward Havana. Al-though Mr. Summers sees Os-wald as having same sort of relationship with two and probably all three groups, he speculates the Dallas loner may not have fired a single shot, Raving no real motive. he became the patsy. Mr. Summers feels. Mr. Summers aggressively pursues Oswald's intelligence links, theorizing  he may have been a false defector sent to the Soviet Union to pick up in-formation Citing  farmer CIA officer Victor Merchetti as his source. be notes the Office of Naval intelligence had lust Continued on Page 36 
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such a program going at the 
time Fueling the suspicion. In 
the 18 months leading up to 
1940 a rash of US. defections 
to Russia took place involving 
military men and civilians 
with security sensitive back-
grounds. For 14 year, prior to 
that time there had been only 
two defections. 

Investigators have found 
Oswald's undercover trail de-
liberately obliterated more 
than once. It began with the 
note Oswald left FBI agent 
James Hasty. destroyed with-
in hours of his death, and in-
cluded Oswald's army intelli-
gence file, withheld from the 
Warren Commission and "rou-
tinely" destroyed some years 
later Following the assassi-
nation. police found a Minos 
"spy camera" in Oswald's 
room. They turned over to the 
FBI the camera and Oswald's 
other possessions. Two 
Months later the FBI asked to 
change one item on the mani-
fest, Minos camera to Minos 
light meter. 

Mr. Sommers explored the 
Maurice Bishop angle as in-
tently as Gaeton Font had 
earlier. David Phillips learned 
of his interest and managed to 
confront the British writer 

when he appeared on NBC's 
"Today" show prior to the 
book's publication. "Welcome 
to America, Mr. Summers," 
the former CIA officer hotly 
declared. "I accuse you of as-
sassination .. character as-
sassination." He went on to 
Burge the author had tried to 
implicate him In the plot. Mr. 
Summers, of course, had care• 
hilly avoided accusations 

David S. Litton 
spins a sinister tale 
of the president's 
corpse 
surreptitiously 
slipped into a 
second casket. 

Naming names can be dan-
gerous in thin business. Water. 
gate figure E Howard Hunt. 
also a former CIA employee, 
felt a 1978 article in The 
Spotlight, written by Victor 
Marchetti. had Implicated 
him In the assassination. He 
flied suit charging Libel and 
IDES awarded 1150.000 In 
damages by a federal jury. 
The case Is being appealed. 

IT ISN'T often Kennedy as-
sassination theories are 
proven false once and far 

all, but this happened in the 

instance of Michael Eddnwes 
In his book "The Oswald File" 
Mr. Eddowes claimed Oswald 
never returned from the Sovi-
et Union, but rather a Russian 
KGB agent—an Oswald look-
alike--was assigned to kill 
Kennedy. A year ago the body 
in Fort Worth's Rose 11111 
cemetery ens exhumed and 
examined by pathologists who 
ton.firrned without doubt It 
was Lee Harvey Oswald. The 
author had nothing more to 
say 

THE MOST daring and 
lavishly conceived theo-
ry of all was net forth by 

David S. Litton in "Best Evi-
dence," a 747-page tome also 
published In 1980. A computer 
engineer for the aerospace In-
dustry, Mr. Litton became se 
caught up with the assassina-
tion he chocked his job and 
spent the nest 15 years delv-
ing into the mystery. He paid 
special attention to medical 
data Along with this he inter. 
viewed hundreds of people 
who were close to events as 
they occurred, managing at a 
late date to find informants 
somehow missed by govern-
ment and private invest:ga-
tors. 

Mr. Litton came up with 
three conspiracies: Kennedy's 
assassination, the alteration 
of his body to hide the fact he 
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was shot from the IronL and a 
coverm of the anatomical 
changes. The author spires a 
sinister tale of the president's 
corpse surreptitiously slipped 
into a second casket, probably 
while on Air Force One on 
route to Washington. and then 
spirited out the hack, away 
from the crowd at Andrews 
Air Force Base. to a place 
where medical forgery could 
he committed. Mr. Litton pos-
tulates two hearses as well as 
two caskets, with the decoy 
hearse stopping In front of the 
Bethesda Naval Hospital 
while the other pulled up in 
back. 

Even more bizarre, he tells 
of a Ocepital technician re-
porting that Kennedy's brain 
was tool in the skull when his 
body arrived to the morgue. 
Mr. Litton speculates plotters 
had taken the brain to remove 
telltale bullet fragments com-
ing from a weapon other than 
Ctawairl's. The brain was then 
wrapped in a sheet, passed of 
as a stillborn baby, and 
wheeled on a cart through the 
corridor to be rejoined to the 
body. 

A conspiracy of such mags 
rutude would have required 
numerous people in the top 
reaches of government. possi-
bly even Lyndon Johnsoo  tum-
self. Although cramming his 
books with facts and minu-
tiae. Mr. Wee" neglects to 
come up with a mastermind 
or a motive for the crime. 
Like most good mysteries his 
will have a sequel too, He is at 
work on another book report-
edly focusing on a second gun-
man and due to come out next 
year on the 20th anniversary 
of the Dallas tragedy. 

pLAINLY not everything 
brought out on the as-
sassination is of equal 

worth. What is important is 
the unremitting effort by peo-
ple to throw light on what has 
been called America's crime 
of the century. "Isn't it re-
markable," Harold Weisberg 
lays. that "although the gov-
ernment had a presidential 
terriniitaiOn with unlimited 
power and an agency like the 
FBI, everything new that's 
come out on the Kennelly as-
sassination has been in spite 
at them .. all through the 
diligent effort, under adverse 
conditions. of individual citi-
zens who cared. Some were 
without means. some wealthy. 
seine very wrong-beaded. but 
all felt the repoesilbillty of 
citizeiehip to do what they 
could." 
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