
reg
ard

ed
 as v

ital fro
m

 A
rn

ericn
as 

abroad w
ho have com

m
itted no crim

e. 
T

h
e sp

y
 u

n
it w

o
u
ld

 first h
av

e to
 g

et 
an approving order from

 a judge. 
T

h
u
s, th

e test to
 p

erm
it th

ese "in
-

trusive" techniques w
ould depend on 

the im
portance of the inform

ation and 
not on the conduct of the citizen spied 
u
p
o
n
. In

 co
n
trast, cu

rren
t leg

islatio
n
 

perm
itting electronic spying on A

m
er-

icans at hom
e requires a judicial find-

in
g
 th

at th
e targ

et is an
 "ag

en
t o

f a 
foreign pow

er" w
ho is engaged in ac-

tiv
ity

 th
a
t m

a
y
 in

v
o
lv

e
 a

 fe
d
e
ra

l 
crim

e: 
A

n
 ad

m
in

istratio
n
 o

fficial o
ffered

 
this justification for the proposed de-
p
artu

re: an
 A

m
erican

 ab
ro

ad
, actin

g
 

law
fully, m

ight interview
 the defense 

m
in

ister o
f a n

atio
n
 o

n
 th

e ed
g
e o

f 
w

ar an
d
 learn

 so
m

eth
in

g
 th

at d
ip

lo
-

m
ats, journalists or the norm

al run of 
sp

ies w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

ick
 u

p
. T

h
e law

fu
l 

A
m

erican
 m

ig
h
t d

eclin
e to

 tell U
.5

. 
officials w

hat he know
s, so they w

ant 
the pow

er to extract his story anyw
ay. 

T
h
e A

C
L

U
 p

ro
tested

 th
at "w

h
o
lly

 
in

n
o
cen

t A
m

erican
s . .. co

u
ld

 b
e tar- 

geted." F
orm

er attorney general R
am

-
sey C

lark could have had his P
aris ho-

tel room
 bugged w

hen he m
et A

yatol-
lah R

uhollah K
hom

eini. M
em

bers of 
C

ongress abroad "could be subjected 
to

 in
tru

siv
e electro

n
ic su

rv
eillan

ce," 
the A

C
L

U
 said. T

he civil libertarians 
said they fear that the rule could even 
b
e stretch

ed
 to

 co
v
er A

m
erican

s at 
hom

e. 
A

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
fficial said

 th
at 

strin
g
en

t stan
d
ard

s fo
r th

e in
fo

rm
a-

tion sought w
ould be w

ritten Into any 
proposed legislation. In addition, high 
officials w

ould have to certify in w
rit-

ing the vital nature of the inform
ation 

before judicial perm
ission w

as sought 
for the technique. 
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{
' y

 B
ern

ard
 D

. N
o
ssiter 

W
ash

irirton
 P

oet S
taff W

riter 
A

 proposal to give 'U
.S

. intelligence 
ag

en
cies lim

ited
 p

o
w

er to
 sp

y
 elec-

tro
n
ically

 o
n
 an

y
 A

m
erican

 ab
ro

ad
 is 

b
ein

g
,  d

rafted
 fo

r N
atio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 
C

ouncil consideration. 
T

h
e' p

ro
p
o
sed

 n
ew

 ru
le cam

e to
 

lig
h
t 'in

 an
 A

m
erican

 C
iv

il L
ib

erties 
U

n
io

n
 lettei ch

arg
in

g
 th

at it "w
o
u
ld

 
ev

en
 u

n
d
erm

in
e th

e alread
y
 far to

o
 

p
erm

issiv
e stan

d
ard

s" in
 P

resid
en

t 
C

arter's January 1978 executive order 
to control the intelligence com

m
unity. 

Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t aid

es are d
raft-

ing the proposed intelligence legisla-
tio

n
 fo

r co
n
sid

eratio
n
 b

y
 th

e N
B

C
's 

S
peaial C

oordinating C
om

m
ittee. 

T
he-  A

C
L

U
 ex

p
ressed

 its p
ro

test in
 

a fiv,t-page, single-spaced letter from
 

D
irector John H

. F
. S

hattuck to A
ttor-

ney G
eneral G

riffin B
. B

ell. 
B

ell an
d
 h

is aid
es d

eclin
ed

 to
 co

m
-

m
en

t b
ecau

se th
e criticised

 p
ro

p
o
sal 

is a tentative draft that has not yet re-
ceived either the approval of the N

S
C

 
panel or P

resident C
arter. 

A
d
m

in
istratio

n
 o

fficials h
av

e b
een

 
en

g
ag

ed
 In

 a p
ro

lo
n
g
ed

 ex
ercise to

 
w

rite a co
d
e o

f b
eh

av
io

r g
o
v
ern

in
g
 

spy agencies at hom
e and abroad. 

W
ith

 th
e S

en
te In

tellig
en

ce C
o
m

-
m

ittee, they hope to com
plete a legis-

lativ
e ch

arter sn
elliir,  o

u
t w

h
a
t th

e
 

F
B

I, C
IA

, N
atio

n
al S

ecu
rity

 A
g
en

cy
 

an
d
 o

th
ers can

 an
d
 can

n
o
t d

o
. T

h
eir 

task
' is to

 reco
n
cile ag

en
cy

 d
em

an
d
s 

fo
r in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 w

ith
 th

e
 lib

e
rtie

s 
guaranteed by the B

ill of R
ights. 

T
h
e
 c

h
a
rte

r d
ra

ft th
a
t d

re
w

 th
e
 

A
C

L
U

 fire w
ould enable the agencies 

to
 b

u
g
, w

ire
ta

p
, b

re
a
k
 in

 a
n
d
 u

se
 

o
th

er tech
n
iq

u
es to

 g
ain

 In
fo

rm
atio

n
 


