
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

In Reply, P.4 Reefer 

FAQ bie, 
Memphis, Tennessee 
December 4, 1968 

BLACK ORGANIZING PROJRCT (BOP); 
RACIAL MATTERS; 
STUDENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY (SOS); 
INTERNAL SECURIlY - SOS 

Re; November 25 apd 26, 1968, Disruption, 
LeMoyne-Oven College, Memphis, Tennessee 

Attention is directed to a communication made at 
Memphis, Tennessee, dated November 27, 1968, setting forth 
the fact that a Black Organiztor Project (BOP), also known as Invaders, and Students for a D-croncritic Society (SOS) coalition 
combined with a select small nuOror of LeMoyne-Owen College 
students took over the administration building of this college on the night of November 25, 1968, and on the morning of 
November 26, 1968, took over two r,rlditional buildings finally 
dispersing around 1 p.m., Noverabr.i• 26, 1968, agreeing to give 
the school administration a few days in which to further study 
and attempt to equitably settle n 1 tat of student demands for 
improvement on the campus and for more student participation 
in campus activities. 

Set forth hereinafter are subsequent developments, 

(A characterization of BOP and a characterization of 
SDS are set forth in the Appendix Section.) 

On November 29, 1968, Lieutennnt 
Intelligence Bureau, Memphis, Tenn e 5E•00 , Po c 	.:p 	u n a  
advised that at approximately 3;25 p.m., November 26, 1968, 
after the students, BOP members, and SOS people had left the 
buildings at LeMoyne-Owen College, Squad Car 51 was called 
to answer a shooting call at Trigg 0 rid Mississippi Boulevard 
where it was determined through witoesses that workmen locate 
just-  south of LeMoyne-Owen Colleg,o: tad heard what sounded lik 
sev ral shots. They looked up and saw three unidentlifiedlma 
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B K ORGANIZING PROJECT (BOP); sr ..niNTS  FOR A DEMOCRATIC SOCItrItY (303) 

Negroes running south from the vicinity of the school. 
The workmen saw other male Negroes running behind the three 
and these Negroes in turn were carrying shotguns and rifles. 
Sow of the Negroes involved were observed to pet into a two-
tone blue Buick, license AZ-2800, Tenneeeee, subsequently 
determined to be registered to one J. N, Wadlington of 
1591 Guasco, for a 1958 Rambler, and net a Buick. 
Davis pointed out that frequently '..cefe'v a are transferred from one car to another without them be .in so registered with the Automobile Registration TilWregill. 	 stated 
that later about 5:3U p.m., while theckieg 	area, OfJ icers J. C. Kellum and R. R, Bedford of the Memphis Police Department observed the above-described Rambler parked on LeMoyne Drive 
&crofts from the college gymnasiem. It was unoccupied at the time. They thereafter observed in the car a pamphlet listing student grievances and talked to two individuals who came up 
and identif ied themselves as the normal occupants of the car, namely, Gerald Robinson, male Negro, age 20, of 1541 Guasco, 
who stated he was the driver and miter of the car, and his 
companion, Jessie Chatman, male Neer°, age 19, of 1561 Humbert. 
Both stated they were students at Lelloyne-Owen College. Both 
were reluctant at first to diecuss what had happened early 
in the afternoon but finally did admit being involved in a 
shooting incident earlier that Irf ternoon. They related to the 
interviewing officers that easev-vtl of the Invaders had been 
roaming the LeMoyne-Owen College armed with shotguns and rifles 
with scopes affixed thereto; that the Invaders had become 
angry with them because they had told the Invaders they did 
not belong on the campus; and that the students at LeMoyne 
could handle the situation with regard to their grievances 
without the help of the Invaders. Severel angry words were exchanged and at this time the Invaders chased the two students, along with another male Negro, name unknown, from the campus 
f trine shots into the air, while doing so, 

Both Chatman and Robinson stated they did not know 
the Invaders by name but felt they could possibly identity 
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them were they to see them again. 
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lig " Detective 	stated that since these individuals did not wish to file ,ct formal complaints with the Police Department that for the present no further investigation to his knmledge was being conducted by the Memphis Police Department relative to this incident, 

Also on December 2, 1968, it sas ascertained from source one that folloving the November '.t6, 1968, incident at LeMoyne College when the Invedern headed by Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson left the campus, Watery' wee overheard to state "We couldn't let them run us off , It would cost us some support." Watson, along with Lewis Welch of the Invaders, had also told of an alleged "shoot-out" at LeMoyne College earlier that day stating that three LeMoyne students came on the campus and 
attacked them with blazing guns in an effort to run them, the Invaders, off the campus. They stated that they, the Invaders, returned the fire and ran the students off the campus, Watson and Welch indicated that John Charles Smith, an Invader and who is currently on parole from the State of California where he was charged in _Los Angeles lie 1966 with assault with a deadly weapon and who is currently residing with his mother and step-father, Mr. and Mrs, John Borden, at 2430 Vollentine, had 
done most of the shooting at these students with • .22 caliber automatic rifle. They stated that another Invader, Robert Lee Wilson, also known as "Cornbread," residing 139 West Fields had shot at the students with a pistol. 

Source one added that Watson was pleased that the 
newspapers in Memphis had given so much coverage to the 
takeover of the campus and the part played in it by him and he particularly was pleased that they had talked about the "liberated areas," the buildings which had been taken over by the Invaders and their associates, Watson was also 
particularly pleased about the publicity showing the 
Invaders having a black power flag prominently displayed 
on the LeMoyne-Oven campus, 
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Source one added that it has been reliably 
ascertained that within the past week Invaders Roy Lee Turks, 
John Charles Smith, Horace Hall, Maurice Lewis, and one 
James E. Griffin have been engaging in target practice with 
a .22 caliber automatic rifle. 

On December 3, 1968, Datecti‘ 
advised that the Homicide Bureau of IAA,  r, AIIIIMPRIPPOPie, !: 
Police Department is now further invest).rating the purported 
shooting in the vicinity of the LeMoyne campus on the of ternuos,  of November 26, 1968, 

On the evening of December 2, 1968, • second source 
advised that on the morning 01 December 2, 1968. the administra-
tive staff and faculty committee of LeMoyne-Oaen College had 
met with the Student Council and had gone over the demands 
made by the students. The source advised that generally the 
Student Council and the faculty and administration had worked 
Out an equitable agreement whereby most of the demands of the 
students were being met e  This source stated that the administra-
tion def initely had to refuse two of the demands, namely, 
that tuition be lowered and that public dances be permitted 
to be held on campus. The source pointed out that some of the 
issues will still remain in a discussion stage adding for 
example that an unlimited use of the school swimming pool 
cannot be permitted at this time duo to safety measures and the lack of adequate lifeguards. Required assemblies will be 
abolished. The gymnasium will be open for students except 
when used by classes or organized teams. There will be more black curriculum offered including student participation in the 
upcoming Conference on African and Africa-American Studies at Atlanta University and the development for additional courses to provide for an inter-disciplinary minor in African Studies. 
The school will also attempt if possible to establish a 
campus health services. Prices in the cafeteria cannot be 
lowered at this time but efforts will be made to improve the 
cafeteria food and price structure. 
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Source two stated that some of the students 
will still in all probability boycott the cafeteria. 

Also on December 3, 1968, Detr,ctivegliadvised 
that he had determined through the Homicide Bure4u, Memphis 
Police Department, that several of the invaders had been 
arrested on November 30, 1968, ill Memoi.i4 by tha. MeiwAl is 
Police Department. Among these t.u.f 	J  ‘4.14 	Griffin, 
alias James Cordosya, listing hi:: re..sleaece as 1057 Walker, 
a male Negro, age 19, horn Octob,—:" 16, 1,149, who was 
arreuted on request of the Docu , 	 bring arrested 
around 3:40 p.m, , when Off icers.  W, II, ahite and A, Hall 
were cruising south on Hernando north of Linden Avenue 
about 3:40 p.m. and observed Gritt in a)ong with another 
male Negro walking south on lkyrerondo. Gviilin appeared 
to have a knife stopped on his riRlit leg. Officers stopped 
Griffin to check to see chat he polisessed, at which time 
he started to pull the knife out and he v.as placed under 
arrest and transported to headqearters. The knife which 
he possessed was a machete with a 14-inch blade. Also 
found on his possession were a colored sheath, two rounds 
of .22 caliber short ammunition and 59 rounds of .22 caliber 
long rifle shells. Griffin told the arresting officers 
that 1,e had been wearing this knife"up town all day" and 
that some of Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Yortsun is associates 
had told him it was all right and that the police had not 
bothered him prior to this time, 

He was charged with carrying a dangerous weapon. 

Detect ive 	advised that on October 11, 1968, 
Off icers S. W. Lethal!! J. N. Shelton observed a blue 
Cadillac with a light green fender at Linden and Hernando 
bearing 1969 California license HKR374, on which a pol ice 
broadcast was outstanding to be checked on in connection 
vith two robberies which bad occurred November 29, 1968. 
They also observed approximately ten to 1 if teen Negroes 
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armed with Sticks going north on Hernando and later 
observed them at Linden and Her nnndo and on close observation 
noted that three of these male Negroes were armed with shot-
guns, They began waving their sticks and looking in the 
direction of the squad car driven by the alnwe off icere and 
one wale Negro approached the Car., C1 ,: ...1 Iwo 2.4rS t ir4ArtrL,':tr 
the Invaders, and inquired about re eir '.t ehiclt Wel belle, 
nide just prior to this incident..r Iforii -ndo north of Linder 
by E.Jead t7ar 212, Tills involved 3 '4 se).- •.st '1 Grill in out-
lined above. 

At this point, Oil). 	kut.elton ordered the male 
Negroes to drop the shotguns stet some ueldentified member of 
the Invaders asked Off icer Sly.f .s if tit officers were lookine 
for a confrontation, whereupon uOf' of the male Negroes told 
the off icers thnt he would have "Lir malty" him put the shotgun 
down, Later this male Negro I 	identilled 116 Horace Hall, 
The other two Negroes with shotpure were dressed in blue-Jean 
pants and blue-Jean type jacket:J, iind they ran south on 
Hernando from Linden Avenue„ Olf leers called for help, went 
around the corner and found I our m hle 	grecs including one 
Robert Webster armed with a Bhotrun, tile on searching him 
found that he possessed eight 20 -glee° rihoteun shells and um' 
straight razor. The officers !mow) Horace Hall to be armed 
with a breech-loaded shotgun and refuted to drop the shotgun 
alter being ordered to do so by Patrolm"n Shelton, 

Upon searching Horace 11111, oee 12-gauge shotgun 
shell was found in his possession, The. male Negroes were 
placed under arrest and the other two in addition to Webster 
and Hill could not positively br identit ied and were released 
from this location. Hall and Webster were placed under arrest 
on charge of investigation - robbery and also charged with 
carrying a dangerous weapon, 
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At this point when the arrestees were beine 
placed in the squad car, an unidestif led alleged member 
of the Invaders walked over to the squad car, at which 
time Robert Webster was heard by the ar—iting officers 
to tell this unidentified Negro to call "Sweet Willie Wine," 

Detective 	advise f that 1 .4 vtietti;a, 4•:.tp, erw..) 
duriee thi arrest re, acted that Iletee, •. .1.41.P. her no hiti...11 1t-
nume, was born July 11, 1949, ae.' :eue.l.e... .1 at 142:. 61.:41qt ,:• iV 
the rear.  

111111111 Detective 	kfly iFf 1 that ei , &rivet report 
for Hebert Webster retlec s it. ertHle petiole and rellect!:; 
that ho in a male Negro, date ei !birth P,larch 25, 1949, eleevieg hie 
residence 1585 East McLemoret, 

Detective 111111 ad& d that 4. n the evening of November 
30, 1968, at about 8:45 p.m., (11 1 leers it. P. Gilles:4 and A, T, 
Schmidt assigned to Squad Car 6 off:verve4 a 1960 white 
Thunderbird bearing Tennessee 1 .,..rifire p!!.3418 Koine east on 
Crump Boulevard at Camilla. A f.r .o‘egricar t had previously been 
put out by the Police Dispatcher to cheek on a 1960 Thunderbird 
occupied by three Basle Negroes wee. tepoin ,...;topeing the car, 
the driver who idont ii fed himoeli es Leeis Welch, al t,0 lnoun 
as Lewis Welch, presented his drIers license an.1 was asked 
to open the trunk and then hesitated sr y big he diri not have 
his trunk key as he had left it at home, The officers asked 
him for his keys. They tried the trunk .with one of the keys, 
the trunk opened, and on checking same they found a sased-off 
.22 rifle with a 13-inch barrel, it being a Winchester bolt-
action, .22 caliber Model No. 67. The rifle was loaded and 
Welch further had in his possession 23 long rifle and 10 
short rifle, .22 caliber bullets, alonff with two .32 caliber 
bullets. Welch stated that the rifle did not belong to him 
but was unable to describe the party to whom it allegedly 
be] onged. 
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The other occupants of the car identified 
themselves as Shirley Young, Neer° female, addreem 1311 
McMillan, and Rufus Henderson of 1765 Preston, Telephone 
No. 947-3993. They claimed that they WO only been with 
the defendant approximately one hour and they had cast him 
at the Riviera Club At Mississippi and R1chmend, 

Welch answered the descrietlic 	a mail's Ha vro 
involved in an Armed Person Rabbet-, cal which Car 4f6 
had previonSly handled at Linden Hal Daerendo about 4:30 
p.m., in which the subject got P. 4.y. W.nolich wan Itrrested 
on suspected robbery. Young and Nendert';rm were releseed. 

Detective 	advieJA that on October 2, 1968, 
Robert Webuter was r. eased eel apwarently no formal charnels 
%ill be placed against i. in tho abseeve of Additional 
information. Detective 	qkvimed tht‘t Jamee Griffin 
and Lewis Welch both appeure in Melville City Court, 
December 2, 1968; were both held to the State of Tennessee 
(Shelby County Grand Jury) on $7.411 bond each on charges 
of "Carrying a -Dangerous Weapon"; end that on December 3, 
1968, Horace Hall appeared in Memvhis City Court and was hold 
to the State of Tenneauee under $10,000 bond on charges of 
"Assault to Murder,Common Assault, and rJrrying a Dangerous 
Weapon," 

Also on December 3, 1968, source one advised that 
Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson was most angered when he 
learned that some of him lieutswilts, wimely, Webster, Griffin, 
Hall and Welch, had been arrested and svde the statement that 
they had no business messing with their firearms out in the 
open and that 'Our Minister of Defense has eat to control these 
guns or I am going to take hiF position,-  it being noted by 
Source one that Robert Taylor is the aliq'ged Minister of 
Defenee. 	Watson stated "we mIde a shoAing at LeMoyne and 
that was enough. 	You don't have to walk the streets with 
weapons and let everyone know you have them." 
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DENTS FOR A DEMOCRATIC 'SOCIETY (SDS) - 

On December 3, 196B, sources one, two 
advised that it is not anticipated at this time 
the SDS or the Invaders sill have any effective 
over the LeMoyne College students and they feel 
LeMoyne situation will be worked out internally 
students and faculty. 

and three 
that either 
influence 
that the 
between the 

On December 2, 1968, information concerning the 
settlement of the LeMoyne dispute was furnished to Mr, David 
Pagano of the 111th Military Intelligerwe Corps, Third Army, 
Memphis, Tennessee, and to Lieutenant F. H, Arkin, Intelligence 
Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department, 
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ACK c3sAN1SING PROJECT (BOP), 
:sro known as Black OsganizIng Pow's, 
.:ro-Auoricas Brotherhood, 
,4k7.k Itudsnt Association, 

sysders, 
LeMoyne Intercollegiate Chaptss of the 
Xstional Associstion for the Advsscoment 
of Colored Psoplo (NAACP), 

C!,ty Ossanizers • -.4. 

On April 18, 1968, a first source advised that a 
W.Sick power grasp in Memphis which has been in existence for 
ssveral months hss until recently boon known AS Black 
Aargsnising Power. It is now known Is Black Organizimg Project 
(no?), also known as Black.Orstaising Poser, with five cells 
or pmrtst  known as (1) Afroskmsricas Bsotherhood (AAB), 
primarily consisting of Owes CoIloge students; (2) Black 
Student Association (BSA), prissrily consisting of Memphis 

.State University (MSC{) Negro stsdosts; (3) LeMoyne Inter-
collev:site Csapter of the N.:16S, consisting of LeMoyne 
College studsnts; (4) the Issesdsss, consisting mostly of 
high school dropouts; and.(5) the City Organizers, comprised 
of young adults 

. AAB has about 12 membiors; BSA has about 20 members; 
the Invaders has about 15 mstesers; ths LeMoyne group has about 
20 members; and the City Orgssisern has about 20 members. 

Source one advised thnt the BOP attempts to create 
pride in black identity, attempts to tuach and promote the 
tssching of Negro history, and to promote black culture and 
obtain more employment for young Negroes. 

The Executive Secretary of BOP is Charles Laverne 
Ca bbage. 

On Fobruary 16, 196h, Charles Laverne Cabbage 
personslly acknowledged being leader of BOP, claiming he 
is the impetus of black power in Memphis, Tennessee, and 
tt_st BOP's psspose is to stimu/sts in the young Negroes a 
sstse of black identity, black pride, and black consciousness. 
Hu said his group follows the tsscLings of Student 	iolerl  
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1y Carmichael but that 	did !,.,t accesearily 
u fc:2mal SNCC unit. CAZ.2.: = -Zurt .r admitted he ry..e. n 

	

z_4z.mot:ts such as "Nomphis 	tJ burned" and ":.:::mphi 
ott:"11 have a good race riot," n.;t 	 did nc'.. mean 

etatements literally, !1:1- 4 ar:aavering to shock the 
community into doing somethin; t: he the black race. 

Oa February 27, 	secnd source advised 
t. ! :et at a public maeting on 1,:.'luary 23, 1,36S, the no? 
Cf.airman John Burrell Smith 	a IT*L;ro audience, "Veive 
got to do some fighting," aJ7d "%ou'd batter get some guns.. 

going to need them b::Icro this is over. You can't pray 
you:.  way out. " 

On* June 6,193E, the u'ecoad uource advised that EOP 
primarily consists of about :7; to 	young college and high 
school students and school d.m4v..uts, unemployed and not looking 
for 	who centinually 	 the white race 
and capitalistic economic s'p:t4 .-a and advocating and predicting 
violauce by blacks. Tha o7:1.7:-;:11 plan of EOP, according to 
t:ource two, is to scare tha 	 lcaderc, both 
blue:: and white, into foarin b::.Isis vilttL4ncy. The 'LOP 
lce:lars then hope to convinc the co::, anity to fund them as 
it ferm of subtle blackmail !t‘:.r.zh:, EC? can prevent racial 
violence. Source two said tbut '20P iu more interested in 
publicity and money than in direct action, but is nevertheless 
preaching violence in an effort to scare the community: 
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The Students for a Deccrtic C4ciety (SDE), 
it is hnovn today, came into ho'2zig ai; a sounding convention 
bald at Port Kuron, Michigan, in :We, 15'62, The SDS is an 
asociut..lon of young people on tho left ::nd has a current 

program of protesting the draft, nromoti::g EL campaign for 
youth to dcvc1ot a consciontiouo objector stalyus, denouncing 
United S'zatos intervention in tnc. v.:r in Vietnam, and to 
"raiically transform" the unive:..-miy co:-3nity, and provide 
for it., cowpleto control by atudc;,o, 	'r:-:z1, General 
Cac;:cL:%ry, Communist Party, USA, IAIL,a irrrvicwed by a 
r.lptzoocntativa of United Press Inturnatf.oual in San Francisco, 
Califv1:nia, on May 14, 1665, de.sc:ited th.: EDS as a part of the 
"res2ansible left" which the Party has "going for us," At 
tna ,Tune, 1065, SDS National Convention, an anticommunist 
rroviso vas removed from  the SDS constitution, In the 
October 7, 1966, issue of "Nev Left Noto.:;," the official 
public:„tion of SDS, an SDS spo!:eoman stg_tad teat there are 
coa communists in SDS and they aro welcome, The nLtional 
headquarters of this organization ns of ,:Uly 24, 1968, was 
located in Room 206, 1603 West Madison Street, Chicago, 
Illinois, 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of t he FBI and is 
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
December 4, 1968 
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INFERNAL SliCURITY — SDS 

Reference: 	Alumorandum prepared at Memphis, 
Tennessee, dated and captioned 
as above, 

All sources (except any listed belay) whose identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past, 

This document conta ins neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your 
agen 	it and its contents are not to be distributed outside fie' 
you agency. 
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