The Washington Merry-Go-Round

By Drew Pearson

Art Buchwald, my nonse-
rious colleague, came out to
the farm the other day for
lunch. Nosing around the
place, he re-
marked:

“I'm here
for Sen. Dodd }
|to see If the
|place is worth
.$5 million.”

“Of course
Sen. Dodd has §
been dam-
aged,” remaer-
ed Mrs, P. “He
wou't be sble Pearson

ners any more and put the
proceeds in his own pocket.”

some important -
bel suits brought or threat-
ened for the purpose of stop-
ping public discussion.

John F. Sonnett, attorney
for Dodd, let pne aspect out
of the bag when he appeared
before Judge Alexander Holtz-
off over the weekend, when
courts normally are not in ses-
sion and with only one side
being heard, in Dodd's recent
$5-million suit. Very frankly
Sonnett stated “the vendetta
will not voluntarily stop” un-
less “immediate steps” are tak-
en.

In other words, a primary

was to shut off further revela-
‘tions regarding Dodd.

New Libel Threat
Simultaneously, in San
Francisco, the Christopher
Farms Dairy sent telegrams to
all of our California newspa-

to hold those $100-a-plate din-|,

purpose of Dodd's libel action pri

pers waming against publica-
tion of my columns regarding

of Ohvtstophau- Dairy Farms,
a “corporation.” The telegrams

behind a “corporation” or not.
Pleas on Record

press, of course is

protected by the First Amend-
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Dodd’s Suit Aims to End Dzsclosures

ment of -the Constitution in
performing this duty and
more recently by the Supreme
Court's decision in New York
Times vs. Sullivan that public
officials are definitely subject
to criticism without newspa-
pers being subjected to the ex-
pense of jury trials; though I
confess that some U.S. district
judges have been very slow
about reading and following
the Supreme Court's opinion.
In any event, regardless of
the Dodd libel suit or other
threats of suits, this eolumn
will continue to do its best to
report the facts regarding
public officials or would-be

publie officials Wwho have had
‘(conflicts of

topher, Republican of Califor-
nia, both fall in this category.




