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By Drew Pearson

Here are the answers to
some of the questions asked of
a Washington columnist:

Joseph Borkin, Washington
—It's not true
that my recent
cplumn about;
LBJ being a;
pushover as aj
father was in-|
spired by LBJ|
himself so he!
could tell his

tog. hard Drew
Pearson will
write us up.”

Smith Kline and French
Laboratories, Philadelphia —
Figures regarding drug prices
used in the recent Jack Ander-
son column came from the
Senate Finance Committee.

Gordon Lange, Swarthmore,
Pa—Vice President Humphrey
has used an Air Force plane
to fly to his Minnesota lake-
side summer place every week-
end throughout the strike. He
also made trips to Fort Worth
July 15, New Orleans July 18,
New York July 26, and Colum-
bia, Mo., Aug. 8, all courtesy
of the Air Force and all d
ing the strike.

Mrs. Alfred Cross, Penny-
field Lock, Travilah, Md —Sec-
retary of the Interior Udall
has been advised by his water
experts that it may be neces-
sary to build that high-rise
dam on the Potomac River
ifter all. The dam, according
o present plans, would be just

~ Pearson

above your house. It would
‘not be inundated.

Mrs. Donna Hall, Westfield,
N.Y.—President Johnson paid
for Luci's wedding out of his
own pocketbook. The taxpay-
ers paid for only infinitesimal
amounts, such as the use of
Secret Service agents as door-

President’s safety is involved.

A few days before the wed-
ding the Defense Department
took movies of Pat Nugent's
brother, Lieut. Jerry Nugent,
in South Vietnam and rushed

{them to the White House for

the benefit of the Nugent fam-
ily. White House limousines
were sent to pick up six hair
stylists at the Jean Louis
beauty salon and drove them
to the White House to fix the
bridesmaids' hair, but it was
only a few blocks.
® 1966, Bell-McClure Byndicats. Ine,
Drew Pearson will predict
whether the Senate Ethics
Committee is going to bury the
Dodd investigation, over Radio

Paul D. Bethel, executive
secretary of the Citizens
Committee for a Free Cuba,
replies to charges made in
thiz column on Aug. 12:

I wish to correct some of
the inaccuracies about the
trip to Miami by Sen. Thomas
Dodd last September. Pear-

son-Anderson write: “In Sep-

tember, 1965, Dodd and his as-
sistant, David Martin flew to
Miami to interview General
Wessin y Wessin, the Domini-
can strong man, billing the
Senate Internal Security Com-
mittee $153.72 each for
travel.”

Pearson-Anderson go on:
‘“Meanwhile, they had already
been furnished plane tickets
for the same trip by the Citi-
zens Committee for a Free
Cuba, which' also picked up
their hotel bill at the fashion-
able Eden Roc Hotel on Mi-
ami Beach. In addition, the
Cubans gave Dodd two more
tickets, .which he wused to
bring two sons, Tom Jr. and
Jeremy, to Miami with him."

Pearson-Anderson continue:
“Dodd simply cashed the tick-
et the Cubans had given him
and pocketed the proceeds.
Martin transferred his ticket
to his wife’'s name and
brought her to Miami with
him.” Pearson and Anderson
did not check with the Citi-
zens Committee for a Free
Cuba before they wrote their

WTOP, Saturday at 6:40 Pm. _Astory, nor did they even check
0 with the Cuban community in
ﬁnm cation |niami.

If they had done so, they
would have learned that the
Citizens Committee is not Cu-
ban at all. It is an American
organization, something which
is known to most reporters.

Second, if they had checked
their story before writing it,
they would also have known
that it was not the Citizens
Committee for a Free Cuba
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that invited Senator Dodd to
come to Miami, but a Cuban
organization called the Cuban
Representation in Exile, the
RECE.

More important, if they had
checked, they would have
found that -Senator Dodd did

not, as charged, cash in the -

plane ticket sent to him from
Miami and “pocket the pro-
ceeds.” He did not do so for
the very simple reason that
although the ticket, number
283-395-210, was purchased, it
was not used, and the money
was refunded to RECE. Thus,
Senator Dodd couldn't possi-
bly have pocketed the money,
could he? )

Furthermore, we didn't
“obediently” mail the Senator
a check for $150, as the Pear-
son-Anderson column has it.
The Senator generously insist-
ed on paying for a dinner to
which we the Citizens Com-
mittee for a Free Cuba, had

invited him to attend, while -

he was in Miami.

As I said in my letter to

Senator Dodd, a copy of
which is in the hands of the
Senate Committee on Stand-
ards and Conduct: “I had ar-
ranged in avance that the
Committee would pay for that
dinner Friday night. Your gen-
erosity in picking up the bill,
and your insistence that you

=%

pay it is certainly appreciated. ..

But the account had already -

been taken care of, so I
thought it best to let it go for

the moment and then send |

you back the money.”




