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D
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n
e 23, 1944  

H
ouse G

ets D
em

and to Probe D
ies 

D
isclosures of  C

onfidential D
ata 

B
y A

D
A

M
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A
P

IN
 

W
A

SH
IN

G
T

O
N

, June 22.—
D

ies C
om

m
itte9./ . action it 

turning over its confidential files -tip' 
brook Pear....w

as sharply denounced on the. H
ouse floor today 

R
ep

. V
ito M
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m

erican
^  

L
ab

orite of N
ew

 Y
ork

, d
em

an
d
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 a 
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n

g
ressio
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l in

v
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a
tio

n
 o

f th
e 
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cid

en
t, an

d
 R

ep
. H

erm
an

 E
b

er-
h

arter, P
a., D

em
ocrat, an

d
 m

em
b

er 
of th

e D
ies C

om
m

ittee, d
eclared

 it 
w

as a "
d

an
gerou

s _p
ractice"

 w
h

ich
 

th
reaten

s th
e b

ill of righ
ts. 

A
 h

alf d
ozen

 oth
er con

gressm
en

, 
in

clu
d

in
g R

ep
s. E

m
an

u
el C

aller an
d

 
S
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u
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ew
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ork
 D

em
-

ocrats, M
ich

ael B
rad

ley an
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 F
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M
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a
. D
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o
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n

d
 R

ep
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Joh
n

 C
och

ran
. M

o., D
em

., join
ed

 in
 

th
e attack

 on
 th

e D
ies C

om
m

ittee. 
P

egler h
ad

 asserted
 in

 tw
o recen

t 
colu

m
n

s th
at D

ies C
om

m
ittee files 

sh
ow

 officials, of th
e C

IO
 P

olitical 
A

gaga_C
anow

ittbee lia
T

irriM
rtg

le-
p

h
on

e calls to h
igh

 govern
m

en
t of-

ficials. 
T

he unscrupulous u
se of telep

h
on

e 
record

s in
d

icated
 th

e D
ies C

om
m

it-
tee, d

esp
ite d

efea
t o

f th
ree o

f its 
m

em
b

ers, in
ten

d
s to

 co
n

tin
u

e its 
sm

ea
r a

ctiv
ities d

u
rin

g
 th

e ca
m

-
p

aign
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C
on

firm
in

g th
is b

elief in
 th

e cap
-

ital, R
ep

. J. P
arn

ell T
h

om
as said

 h
e 

w
ould urge That th

is "
am

azin
g evi-

d
en

d
e o

n
 P

A
C

 telep
h

o
n

e ca
lls b

e 
m

ad
e p

u
b

lic."
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M
arcan

ton
io d

eclared
 th

e "
tran

s- 

fer of con
fid

en
tial in

form
ation

 from
 

th
e files of a con

gression
al com

m
it-

tee to a colu
m

n
ist is rep

reh
en

sib
le,"

 
a
n

d
 a

 v
io

la
tio

n
 o

f th
e ru

les o
f th

e 
H

ouse. 
T

h
om

as, a R
ep

u
b

lican
 m

em
b

er of 
th

e D
ies C

om
m

ittee, said
 h

e agreed
 

V
ith

 M
arcan

ton
io th

at th
ere sh

ou
ld

 
be an

 in
vestigation

. B
u

t h
e h

astily 
ad

d
ed

 th
at th

e in
vestigation

 sh
ou

ld
 

b
e con

d
u

cted
 b

y th
e D

ies C
om

m
it-' 

tee. 
In

 a
 h

e
a
te

d
 e

x
c
h

a
n

g
e
 w

ith
 

T
h

om
as, M

arcan
ton

io retorted
 th

at 
th

e D
ies C

om
m

ittee w
as "

in
volved

"
 

in
- th

is in
cid

en
t an

d
 sh

ou
ld

 n
ot b

e 
ch

arged
 w

ith
 th

e in
vestigation

. H
e 

said
 later h

e w
ou

ld
 in

trod
u

ce a res-
olu

tion
 for a sp

ecial in
vestigation

. 
E

b
erh

arter attack
ed

 th
e telep

h
on

e 
com

p
an

y for m
ak

in
g its r e c or d

 s 
a
v
a
ila

b
le to

 th
e D

ies C
o
m

m
ittee, 

an
d

 th
e D

ies C
om

m
ittee for tu
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g 
th
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 over to P

egler. H
e th

reaten
ed

 
to resign

 from
 th

e D
ies C

O
m

m
ittee 

in
 p

rotest. 
"

Ieth
e p

rivacy of an
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p
an

t of 
th

e W
h

ite H
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se to b
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 at 
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e w
h
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h
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e b

e a
 m

em
b

er o
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e H
o
u

se o
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berharter asked. "C
an 
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h
e o

b
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re o
r re-

n
o
w

n
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, feel secu
re in

 th
e fa

ce o
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su
ch

 p
ractices as th

is?"
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was carried out by Robert Stripling, 
committee secretary. 

He said that the last Dies Com-
mittee hearing was held Jan. 19, and 
other members were not consulted. 

The Dies Committee action was 
defended only feebly by Rep. Fred 
Busby, Illinois Republican. 

Other developments as the Cap-
ital became increasingly campaign-
minded were: 

First, a charge by Rep. George 
Sadowski, Michigan Democrat, that 
Edwin F. Jaeckle, chairman of the 
New York State Republican Com-
mittee and spokesman for Gov. 
Dewey, had denied party endorse-
ment to Rep. Joseph Mruk of Buf-
falo, because he is "of Polish an-
cestry and his religion is Catholic." 
(See story on page 4). 

Second, a frank statement by 
John U. Barr, president of the 
Byrd-for-President Committee, that 
his group is encouraging anti-Negro 
sentiment throughout the country. 

Barr said he discovered in 'a tour 
of the country that the white peo-
ple of the north, west and mid-
west are "deeply incensed" at efforts 
"to subject them to their inferiors." 

Barr defended the plot of south-
ern reactioaries to steal the elec-
tions by packing the electoral col-
lege with anti-Roosevelt men. 

A demand for congressional probe 
of collusion between the Dies Com-
mittee and 'Westbrook Pegler in 
connection with attacks on the CIO 
Political Action Committee was 
made yesterday by C. B. Baldwin, 
PAC assistant chairman. 

Baldwin branded as a "gross abuse 
of congressional authority," and a 
"flagrant violation of fundamental 
civil rights" the inter-connection 
under which Dies subpoenaed PAC: 
telephone records from the Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph Co,'i  
and gave Pegler access to the  in- 
formation.  

The Political Action leader sent', 
a hat letter to Speaker Sam Ray-
burn ,of the House of Representa-
tives commenting on Pegler's syn-
dicated column of June 20 which re-
vealed such facts as that helephone 
calls had been made from PAC of-
fiCers to Mrs. Roosevelt and admin-
istration officials. 

PAC got its first news of the 
subpoenaing of telephone records 
from the Pegler column, Baldwin 
added. The information, he said. 
Was never referred to in any pub-
lished Dies Committee report or ir 
any committee hearing. 

Calling for a congressional probe 
he urged that it determine: 

1. 'under whose authority was tin 
subpoena issued? 

2. What circumstances led th( 
telephone company to make the sub-
ooenaed information available with-
Nit prior advice to the PAC. 

3. Who made the subpoenaed in-
formation available to Pegler and 
ay what authority? 


