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Dear Dick (ec Garyl,

Twe things ®re os specisl interest in tae 1 st part ~f your
“Yampsey intarview:

"I arpry Laborde. Dempsey says tunt Larvy Taberde wae working for the
OIL, le indiested tua+ Laborde wes & 'big mouth' snd a braggart. e seld toat
ILebarda wes a friend of Pnb Brown"; ~nd the nnied slied to tha %op rieturae,
noubhsn whe went tn "IA. Gor wages from CIA".

{atnrde nrotably arrsnged fnr ene of the Ja, campe, Hemning told
me he eaw ~abarde for tais purvose in, . toink, mid-1862, iisll told me he
went to sse Lsberde (maybe Gus, not arry, 1'm not now sure) wito hemoing,
and toey did fly over tus norta saore scoutin; for s spot. There is more, bLut
tuis ie perhaps ensugh to indicste tue possible importenes of wuot you repori.
1¢ te 4id not pive you more detail, It would be good tn try and mev it, if ne
hes it, esyeclolly hew L2 ceme to know Laborde, prosf tket L "wes worlking for
tae Cli", who for, for wuet purpose(s), waet capecity, etc. inytuing and
everytuing.

¥rom the electrnetetis copy, I esniot 1d=ntify the ton nizture. 78

1t nna I got from howard? Nr is it of s later rerind, as the presenco of the
OBS men would seem Yo indieste, as of his llasferrer connectlons, which followved

hiz demming period, [ would susnact.
Under "Talk of Xilling 7ennedy" y~u_-uate hin on 7het was erid in

his group after it berpened. I again presume tnis wae Lesferrerts. buat tuis
need net be so, for there uny u=ve baon remnsnta of cother groups extantd The

time tue Lall/Howsrd/ilemmirg opersticn ended is unclesr.

His deseripticn of the wey toey lived is consdetent with wvoart aell
nnd apward told me.

1 sgree with your cenzluding note vnd w111l msze no redistribution
of sny ol the MEmMOB.

lHotulngz newe

Best,
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Dempsey interview 6

CIA influence

Dempsey sa: . that the CIA exerted its influence chiefly
through the fin ncing of some, but not all, of the para-military
groups that he mew about. Groups not supported by CIA sought
funds from privaite sources who apparently were not connected with
the government.

Dempsey s:.id that his own group had no CIA help, but de-
pended heavily on the persuasive talents of people like Jerry
Patriek who woild solicit funds at lectures and through personal
contects.

He gaid that groups supported by CIA generally were better
off fineneially than other groups, and did not have to worry about
satisfying thelr basic needs.

Dempsey sxid that his own group was often so seriously in
need of funds tnat they had trouble not only in securing the
military equipment that they wanted, but also in gettiing food,
smokes, and the like. He saild that financing was a constant
problem for his group, and that funds would be avallable in
an irregular series of windfalls rather than in a steady stream
of low-level financing, Members of the group often had to resort
to hunting and fishing merely to provide food.

Larry Laborde

Dempsey said that Larry Laborde was working for the CIA.
He indicated that Laborde was a "big-mouth" and a braggart.
He said Laborde was a friend of Bob Brown.

Talk of killing Xennedy

. Dempsey said that he knew of no meetings, bull-sessions, -
or the like at which the prospect of killing JFK was seriously
considered. He said that members of the group generally disliked
JFEK and that none were grieved to hear that he had been killed,
but he had no reason to believe that anyone whom he kmew might
have been involved in the killing. He said that one or two per-
sons may have expressed a desire to kill Kennedy, but he did not
regard these as serious proposals. (This sounds like shades of
David Ferrie's "oollogquial ‘expression” ) Dempsey asserted that if

. such proposals were made, he had no reason to think that they were

made with the intent of inciting interest in activating Ximx
the proposal. _

In discussing the assassination after it occurred, some
of these engaged in the discussion scorned the suggestion that
cummunists were behing the killing. Iempsey said that many felt
JFK knowingly or unknowingly was acting in the communists® inter-
ests, and that they had nothing to galn by killing him, and every-
thing to lose.
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Motives of individuals in Dempsey's group

Dempsey said that the Cubens in his group were moved by
the personal injury that they had suffered at Castro's hands and
by virulent snti-communism, although the anti-communism originated
chiefly in their hatred of Castro.

Dempsey sald that the motives of the Americans were mixed.
All were Right Wing and anti-communist, and felt that they were
gerving American interests well by eotively engaging in moves to
overthrow, or at least to harrass, Castro. He felt that on =
personal level many of them merely craved the excitement of war-
fare, the sdventure of dangerous situations, and used their enti-
gommunism as a pretext for satisfying their need for adventure.

Although he is a Caonadian, Dempsey feels a sense of loyalty
to the United States because he feele that the U.S. 1s the only
nation that is successfully acting to thwart communlst causes.
He went to Florida with the intent of joining a para=-military
group that was acting asgainst Castro, although at the time he
had no mymmifimxpxmapemts prospect of jolning a specific group.

This is the end of my report on the interview with Dempsey.
I may send you further notes imx later, however, since I hope to
x:tigtay in touch vi th Dempsey and eventually to speak with him
aga .

I have no objection to this report being read by others,
but I would prefer that you not spread it wldely, and that you
be especially careful not to disclose-nay part of it that may
embarnss Dempsey to a degree that would cause him to withdraw
his trust in my word. He knows that I planned to distribute his
information to others, and did not specifioelly recuest me to
keep these matters confidential., FNevertheless I think thet a
reasonable amount of disoretion is advisable.

If you have questions or can suggest further matters for
me to probe with Dempsey in the future, please tell me.,

Diock Bernabei
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