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Snoop Shop Is an E
m

pty O
ffice F

ull of P
eople 

J
a
m

es B
o
n

d
 in

 C
h

ica
g
o
 

B
y L

arry G
reen 

• 
C

h
icag

o
 D

illy N
ew

, S
ervice 

C
H

IC
A

G
O

—
B

ro
w

n
 b

u
tc

h
e

r 

paper covered the glass on the 
door. 

T
h
ere w

as n
o
 n

am
e sten

-
ciled on the glass. 

A
 v

isito
r lo

o
k

ed
 in

sid
e th

e 
room

 at N
avy P

ier. 
A

 few
 m

en
 sto

o
d

 aro
u

n
d

 a 
ta

b
le

 ta
lk

in
g
 in

 w
h

isp
e
rs. 

T
h
ey

 ex
am

in
ed

 a ro
ll o

f film
. 

O
n

e w
o

re su
n

g
lasses an

d
 car-

rie
d

 a
 b

a
se

b
a
ll b

a
t. G

u
n

s 
bulged on their hips. 

C
o

u
ld

 th
is ro

o
m

, sh
ield

ed
 

fro
m

 th
e
 re

a
l w

o
rld

 w
ith

 
butcher paper, be the hom

e of 
M

id-C
ontinent Im

port-E
xport 

C
o.—

the alleged "co
v
er" nam

e  for the C
hicago P

olice D
epart-

m
ent's super-secret subversive 

unit called "the R
ed S

quad?" 
"W

hat are you looklo' for?," 
ask

ed
 a to

u
g
h
-lo

o
k
in

g
 g

u
y
 

w
ith

 an
 A

m
erican

 flag
 p

atch
 

se
w

e
d
 o

n
 th

e
 sle

e
v
e
 o

f h
is 

jacket. 
"M

id
-C

o
n
tin

en
t Im

p
o
rt-E

x
-

port C
o.," the visitor said. 

"T
h

ey
 m

o
v

ed
 fiv

e m
o

n
th

s 
ag

o
," to

u
g

h
 said

. "W
h

o
 are 

you anyw
ay?" 

"A
 rep

o
rter." 

"Ju
st a

 m
in

u
te

. Y
o
u
 w

a
it 

h
ere," to

u
g
h
 said

 an
d
 w

alk
ed

 
in

to
 th

e ro
o
m

 w
h
ere h

e an
d
 

the m
en w

hispered. 
"Y

es, sir," th
e g

u
y
 w

ith
 th

e 
b

a
se

b
a
ll b

a
t sa

id
. "C

a
n

 w
e
 

help you?" 

"I'm
 looking for M

id-C
onti-

nent Im
port-E

xport C
o." 

"N
e
v
e
r h

e
a
rd

 o
f th

e
m

," 
baseball bat said. 

S
o

m
e
 p

e
o

p
le

, o
f c

o
u

rse
, 

have heard of them
. 

Included are new
sm

en, dou-
b
le

 a
g
e
n
ts w

h
o
 h

a
v
e
 in

fil-
trated

 v
ario

u
s g

ro
u
p
s an

d
 re-

p
o

rted
 th

eir fin
d

in
g

s to
 au

-
th

o
ritie

s in
 th

e
 ro

o
m

 w
ith

 
butcher paper on the w

indow
s, 

the telephone com
pany and at-

to
rn

ey
s fo

r th
e "co

n
sp

iracy
 

seven." 
T

h
e atto

rn
ey

s h
av

e tried
 to

 
su

b
p
o
en

a th
e reco

rd
s o

f M
id

-
C

ontinent for use In defending 
th

eir clien
ts n

o
w

 o
n

 trial in
 

U
.S

. D
istrict C

o
u

rt fo
r co

n
-

sp
irin

g
 to

 cro
ss state lin

es to
  rio

t at th
e D

em
o
cratic N

a-
tional C

onvention. 
T

he subpoena w
as served on 

M
id

-C
o
n
tin

en
t recen

tly
 an

d
 

w
as accepted by a "M

iss H
am

-
ilto

n
" at th

e N
av

y
 P

ier o
ffice. 

C
ity

 atto
rn

ey
s are n

o
w

 fig
h

t-
in

g
 th

e su
b

p
o

en
a in

 fed
eral 

court, w
hich m

eans they, too, 
h
av

e h
eard

 ab
o
u
t M

id
-C

o
n
ti-

nent. 
B

u
t o

th
ers say

 th
ey

 h
av

en
't 

heard of the "spy-novel" oper-
ation. 

A
m

o
n

g
 th

em
 is C

ap
t. Jo

h
n

 
M

an
ley

, d
irecto

r o
f th

e C
h
i-

cag
o

 p
o

rt facilities an
d

 m
an

-
ag

er o
f th

e N
av

y
 P

ier b
u

ild
-

ing- 
"T

h
e n

am
e so

u
n

d
s fam

iliar 
but as far as I know

 they have  n
ev

er h
ad

 an
 o

ffice h
ere," h

e 
said

. "If th
ey

 d
id

, I certain
ly

 
w

ould know
 about It," insisted 

M
anley, w

hose son is a police-
m

an. 
N

eith
er th

e Illin
o
is secre-

tary
 o

f state n
o

r th
e co

u
n

ty
 

clerk
's o

ffice, w
h

ich
 k

eep
 a 

list of all com
panies and agen-

cies w
ith assum

ed nam
es, have 

heard of M
id-C

ontinent.  
P

o
lice o

fficials w
o

n
't co

m
-

m
ent. 
A

n
d

 th
e telep

h
o

n
e 

d
irec-

to
ry

, w
h
ich

 lists th
e firm

 an
d
 

g
iv

es th
e N

av
y

 P
ier ad

d
ress, 

w
as o

b
v

io
u

sly
 m

isin
fo

rm
ed

. 
W

h
en

 th
e n

u
m

b
er is d

ialed
 it 

rin
g
s at th

e C
o
lu

m
b
ia D

rill 
C

o. O
fficials there have never 

heard of the Im
port firm

. 


