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134 W
all S

treet L
aw

yers C
riticize' B

eh
avior of ju

dge H
offm

an
 

B
y L

IN
D

A
 C

H
A

R
L

T
O

N
 

A
 g

ro
u
p
 o

f 1
3
4
 y

o
u
n
g
 

la
w

y
e
rs fro

m
 W

a
ll S

tre
e
t 

firm
s h

a
v
e
 sig

n
e
d
 a

 p
e
titio

n
 

ask
in

g
 fo

r an
 in

v
estig

atio
n

 an
d

 
p
o
ssib

le cen
su

re an
d
 rem

o
v
al 

o
f F

ed
eral Ju

d
g
e Ju

liu
s J. H

o
ff-

m
a
n
, w

h
o
 . c

o
n
d
u
c
te

d
 th

e
 

C
h
icag

o
 7

 co
n
sp

iracy
 trial. 

T
h

e
 p

e
titio

n
, a

c
c
o

rd
in

g
 to

 
H

o
w

a
rd

 C
. B

u
sc

h
m

a
 n

3
d
, a

 
2
6
-y

ear-o
ld

 law
y
er w

h
o
 d

rew
 

it u
p
 an

d
 in

itiated
 its circu

la-
tio

n
, w

a
s se

n
t to

 th
e
 Ju

d
ic

ia
l 

C
o
n
feren

ce o
f th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

th
e
 J

u
d
ic

ia
l C

o
u
n
c
il o

f 
th

e C
o
u
rts o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

fo
r th

e S
ev

en
th

 C
ircu

it, w
h

ich
 

in
clu

d
es B

lin
o
is.an

d
 th

e N
ew

 
Y

o
rk

 C
ity

, N
e
w

 Y
o

rk
 S

ta
te

 
and A

m
erican B

ar A
ssociations. 

M
r. B

u
sc

h
m

a
n
 sa

id
 th

e
 

sig
n
ers w

ere m
o
stly

 "y
o
u
n
g
ei la

y
o
v
e
rs"

 w
h
o
 sig

n
e
d
- a

s 
in

d
iv

id
u

als an
d

 n
o

t as rep
resen

-
tativ

es o
f th

eir law
 firm

s. T
h
ey

 
d
escrib

ed
 th

em
selv

es as "m
em

-
b
ers o

f th
e leg

al p
ro

fessio
n
 in

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 C
ity

 d
ism

ay
ed

 b
y
 

th
e
 c

o
n
d

u
c
t" o

f Ju
d
g
e
 H

o
ff-

m
a
n
 a

t th
e
 tria

l. 
T

h
ey

 called
 u

p
o
n
 th

e leg
al 

co
m

m
u
n
ity

 "to
 m

ak
e k

n
o
w

n
 its 

ab
h
o
rren

ce an
d
 co

n
d
em

n
atio

n
 

of Ju
d

g
e H

o
ffm

an
's o

v
ert p

reju
 

d
ice, in

tim
id

atio
n
 o

f co
u
n
sel 

a
n
d
 re

p
e
a
te

d
 a

b
u
se

 o
f th

e
 

p
ro

cesses o
f ju

stice." 
T

h
e p

etitio
n
 ask

ed
 th

e Ju
d
i-

cial C
o
n
feren

ce "to
 in

v
estig

ate  an
d
 ectisid

er th
e cen

su
re an

d
 

co
n
d
em

n
atio

n
 o

f th
e m

isco
n
-

d
u
ct o

f Ju
d
g
e H

o
ffm

an
 an

d
 h

is 
ab

u
se o

f ju
d
icial d

iscretio
n
," 

an
d
 ask

ed
 th

e Ju
d
icial C

o
u
n
cil 

to
 "ex

ercise its su
p
erv

iso
ry

 au
-

th
o
rity

 a
n
d
 to

 in
itia

te
 a

p
p
ro

-
p
riate p

ro
ceed

in
g
s to

 co
n
sid

er 
th

e cen
su

re, su
sp

en
sio

n
 an

d
 re-

m
o
v
al" o

f th
e ju

d
g
e. 

T
h
e
 p

e
titio

n
 a

d
d
e
d
: "T

h
e
 

w
ro

n
g
s co

m
m

itted
 at th

is trial 
can

n
o
t b

e rectified
 b

y
 ap

p
el-

la
te

 re
v
ie

w
. E

v
e
n
 if th

e
 d

e
-

fe
n
d
a
n
ts h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

c
q
u
itte

d
, 

o
r if a

 n
e
w

 tria
l sh

o
u
ld

 •b
e
 

o
rd

ered
, th

e w
ro

n
g
s o

f p
reju

- d
ice an

d
 in

tim
id

atio
n
 su

ffered
 

th
reaten

 th
e co

n
tin

u
in

g
 tru

st 
in

 th
e ju

d
icial p

ro
cess itself. 

W
h
ile w

e m
ay

 n
o
t co

n
d
o
n
e en

-
tire

ly
 th

e
 c

o
n
d
u
c
t o

f a
ll th

e
 

d
efen

d
an

ts, w
e b

eliev
e th

at w
e 

m
u
st reg

ister o
u
r sh

am
e at th

e 
c
o
u
rt's c

o
n
d
u
c
t o

f fa
ir p

ro
-

ceed
in

g
s." 

M
r. B

u
sch

m
an

 said
 th

at o
n

ly
 

su
ch

 actio
n
, d

irected
 n

o
t at th

e 
o
u
tco

m
e o

f th
e trial b

u
t at th

e 
"n

a
tu

re
 o

f th
e
 p

ro
c
e
e
d
in

g
s," 

co
u
ld

 resto
re th

e "trem
en

d
o
u
s 

c
o
n
fid

e
n
c
e
 in

 th
e
 F

e
d
e
ra

l 
co

u
rts" th

at h
ad

 b
een

 "shaken" 
b
y
 th

e C
h
icag

o
 trial. 

T
h
e
 O

h
-m

o
n
th

-lo
n
g
 tria

l 
en

d
ed

 in
 F

eb
ru

ary
, w

h
en

 th
e 

ju
ry

 fo
u

n
d

 fiv
e o

f th
e sev

en
 

d
efen

d
an

ts g
u
ilty

 o
f cro

ssin
g
 

state lin
es to

 p
ro

m
o
te d

iso
r-

d
ers, acq

u
itted

 tw
o
 o

f th
em

 o
n
 

a
ll c

o
u
n
ts a

n
d
 a

c
q
u
itte

d
 a

ll 
s
e
v
e
n
 o

f th
e
 c

o
n
s
p
ira

c
y
 

ch
arg

es. W
h
ile th

e ju
ry

 w
as 

still o
u
t, Ju

d
g
e H

o
ffm

an
 sen

-
ten

ced
 all th

e d
efen

d
an

ts an
d
 

tw
o
 d

efen
se atto

rn
ey

s to
 v

ary
-

in
g
 te

rm
s fo

r c
o
n
te

m
p
t o

f 
c
o
u
rt T

h
e
y
 a

re
 fre

e
 in

 b
a
il 

pending appeal. 


