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slix-ollicer lears ‘setup

9

- Ruby link attributed to alleged ‘harassment’

his By EARL GOLZ

Former Dallas police ofticer Patrick T. Dean fears a
"«“setup” by the House Assassinations Commitiee to
" blame him for letting Jack Ruby, u friend of Dean’s,

into the city hall basement when Ruby shot Lee Har-
vey Oswald,

Dean, in charge of security in the basement,
claims he was so “harassed” by committee investiga-
tors before the committee’s term expired 1ast Decen-

. ber that he lost 20 pounds and was hospitalized with a

_,+"nerve condition.”
'

~ "And I don't think I've heard the last of it.” the

Tyler resident said. “I think T'll be hearing from

annther agency of the federal government (the US.
Department of Justice).” :

The committee didn't address itsell to the Ruby-

. Dswald issue in a preliminary report in December but

" is expucted to dn so in a final summary of findings at

.+ theend of April.

The committee’s report stated organized crime
figures may have been involved in a conspiracy to
: assassinate President John F. Kennedy in 1963. Ruby's

organized crime ties have heen well documented by,

private researchers in the past six years, and Dean

- freely admits he was a good friend of Ruby's before

and afrer Oswald's shooting.
Dean also fs worfied committee investigators may

’ ry to incriminate him because he was a friend of Joe

... Civello, Dallas Malia figure who died several years
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CIVELLO, WIID WAS acquainted with ihlby,
nvited Dean to dinner in Dallas shortly after Civello
was arrested with other Mafia leaders at the famous

chin to Carlos Marcello. a Mafia chieftain in New
Orienns who i5 a central ligure in the committee's
investiatinn of the assassination,
) Committes investigators learned Dean took a
polygraph examination in 1961 in connection with his
r7ole tn the city hall basement and his relationship
; with Ruby, - '
1 They say Dean has acknowledped he “foiled” the
2 Tie test huy Hies cannot find any of the written resnlts
“of the ixamination by police polygraph operator Paul
. L Bentiey.
v Deantold The News be wrote all 16 questions to he
DAsked af him — including the last nne, which stated:
Are yon debiberately withhalding any information
fecanhing the Rihy-Oswald incident?”

'__T'L'l particidar day 'was nervous and hyperten-
e Dein said, “so I flunked it. Or rather it was
nennejyspve

Bentley, wha retired from the police force 11
Yearsaen saidl “there definitely were written results”
:"' 1.'_‘ MR leston file with the police in 1964, even if

ME wene ineancinsive. Commintre investigators

JApalachin, N.Y., meeting in 1957, LR
- Civello reported back the developments at Apala- °

§ ke him severg) manths agn about the results, lie
% Ml and just don't recall exactly how Dean's came
?‘, ant
Y% .
\i o l‘-.!' \N 16, WAS A police serpeant until 1973, when
o orredonadiabiliny pewsion afier inersing inji-
‘{,; ’;r‘: |" :u .-n.m acerdent. I was in o coma for 21 days
: e d nme brain damige b appears to have
=_;: Ievis eyl tally -
o Pr Willam L fal) o Mallas recommended for-
' Thet beapalizatlnn Jan.

N - YA moning Dean has had “a
aniuy and insemnia and mahility to per-

T e Labar ol any sy S the assassinn-
fonlc anxiety

é frem
WY T TN mhasician said Ihoan has “a el
eate and fe nuon, .
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‘ Py retesed 1o pnawer interrog,
" - N %
h :'_'.'.'.".;..mce l-‘h}-‘q_“l.‘lﬂhﬂ,'-‘-‘l)‘lltp Coninitice mempers »
i'~ ? At have o snhpaena him to Washington, ne‘\;aij -
@ gmem Dy, the tead attorney {or Ruhy dnring‘ his
dfpBarcer tnal,agreed 10 represent him if ere *
\- ;33 .n!l‘:'.rnm-d_ ) . 3 'he -M-:m'-'
.,3»!. E; A subpocna never arrived and- the commilten .
g2 ':"| enlout of husiness In December. The panel’s prelim- -
‘? ':lr}' 3:@:! Stated o probable conspiracy resulted in-
B b cnr o 1matlon and recoinmended tite investigation -

Aries from the

g rakecontinued by the justice department

3

When Dean refused to answer any of the 53 ques-
- tions in the committee's interropatories, he said com-
mittee investipator Albert Maxwell told him: “[ feel
we should inform you that we have 200 pages of
declossified material, all of which concerns you."
' “I'tock it as a threat,” Dean said. “That's the lost [
heard {rom them."”
G. Robert Blakey. chief counsel for the committee,
said last week he regrets that “Mr. Dean feuls this
way. Itis eur intention to treat every witness fairly.”

- THE INTERROGATORIES, Dean believes, are aceu-
satory. They dwell on such issues as the reassignment
af policemen from the city hall busement Lo traflic
putrals outside within an hour before Oswald was to
be transferred from the city joil to the county jail.

One question was: “Were any men originally
assigned 1o security within the basesnent reassigned
to autside traffic duties?” Anothey asked: “1f sn, were
yon eoncerned, as an officer involved with the seenr-
ity of the hasement, that hasement seeurity would be
altected?”

Dean said he never was (nld by s superiors that
an unidentihicd man hael called FBL olfces carly on
the morning Oswald was to be tansferped 1o the
connty jorl nnd said lie would be killed.

Dean was the fmitial sauree lor Ruby's story that
he entered the basement down the ramp from Main
street,

However, in testimony before the committoe lost




Seplember, Dallas police Capt. Jock Kevill smd nhe
‘dnubted Ruby used the vamp. Te said e lenened last

Vaughn's supervisor and probably had daily cnntat:l
~with him, Vaughn said. !

¢ " June that police officer Don Flusche, who knew Ruby - "My own contention is, I have always helm\-’ed
‘ " on sight, was parked across the street from the ramp z?c;lu II ;‘&eﬁ;’m&"nﬁéfn:"; b“’::‘i‘ggg lhgl that man
' + and didn 't sce him, ra 1l 5ai
! . Flusche's story supported officer Roy Va urlms i “:'Ubh“hﬂg"cr knew until he was told recently
{ aceonnt. Vaughn, assipned by Dean to guard the 1t Dean ha laken a polygraph examination and
¢ romp, said Ruby did not appear in the vicinity. A poly- failed it.
| graph_examination administered by Bentley indi- . Dean’s lie tcst‘was requested by Curry in May 1961
- cated Vanghn was telling the truth. ! :i:\':;c‘:' ;‘:::kgeé:ﬁ.?:l[zi:? S??ﬂfiﬁﬂ?‘ﬁnm HEssIAN
; : an's veraeily.
! DURING THE 1964 lll:lul of Ruby, Duan siid RLH[] Griffin questioned whether Dean was telling the
‘ and‘ the o!lhr:r olticer "are mmpluh_!y rsruum_ my truth when he sald Ruby told him he cine dows the
\ testimany.” He ||lllk!fi|1lllllfd Ihl:‘ l‘cil;lhillt_!' of Revill ii!'ld ramp. The attoroey later wrate in a memo to J. Lee
' Flaiie whtl neltl "?\‘ug..mvmmj b the security Rankin, chiel counsel for the Warren Commission,
’e of the basement or the trial. ) that he believed it likely “Ruby came in (the hase.
In his commitiee testimony, Revill revealed he ment) by another entrance to a point where Dean
' ¥ learned last year ol -'.-umllu-}' sel ol steps™ into the conld have stopped him and that Dean, having heen
hn:i}mlunl he did not know existed when he and other direetly responsible for all basement security, is
i :".“CET-':‘:’: ;.” -:l‘s}l-'”" L'“"m'l“f's" '_”;"":;‘(':“i:"’cd ‘L’E ‘["“" teying to conceal his dereliction of duty.” _
/ ern Aoakel. “The sieys lead o orien the dirst Grilfin said Dean may have “told Ruby (during
\ "00; of the adjucent municipal building, the joil interview shortly after the shonting) that ht':
| Jean statcd in o written report to police Chiel . s 2
drsse Curry, dated v days after the shooting, that ::;?:e down the Main Street ramp and Riby latched on
Ruby tald him ahout coming down the ramp,
| ivlc said Forrest Sorr -IH!’ then chicl el Seeret Ser- oLy M,Sn ASKRD SHHY Deun kapt quiot [nr
| i a5 e e A three months ahont Ruby's statement during the same
vice in Dallis, was present during the jatl cell inter. joil interview that he had thought about killing
l view Jess thim one honr alter e shonting, Sorrels, Oswald two days before he shot him.
haweer, safl he did not recall Ruby sagiug 10 Dean Dean'’s statement that Ruby admitted premedita-
‘ thit he came down the e amp. He sad he hosacd Roby tion was ﬁ“; made Fub‘lﬂ I‘)(a; ‘1" a Ir'itf‘f' o C1|rr;'
p say this later thut d nlice oS RS, S S . 3 :
g Capt, Will Fritz tat duy under questioning by § Dean in the preceding three months ol no such
! ; Dean choms Soirels miscd the Ruby raip slory in two written reparts to Curry and several FBI
= remark in the joil cell whe s enh el o v
‘ i ! the jail ecll when he submitied an .
]
i
dently slipshod” report that day to his Secret Scrvn.e ‘
superiors in Washington. y
However, FBI agent C. Ray Hall alsn missed hear- H
ing that Ruby used the riinp when he interviewed the z
nightclub owner later the same afternoon after Dean {
and Sorrels had leflt the cell. Ruby refused to tell him '
how he entered the basement, Hall saud. .
Two months later, the night before Dean was 1n i
appear belore the Warren Commission, he said Sor- |
rels called him on the telephone “pleading with me™ 3 ;
for over an hour 1o tell him what he was going to, f
testify abont in Washington. i
“I told him, 'I'm not going to blow the whistle on |
you,™ Dean safd. Patri ’ '
; atrick Dean ... :
‘SORRELS, NOW RETIRED FROM the Sccret foar aucorin ,
Service, declined to comment on Dean's stutements. ears _“‘ 5 5 !
He repcated what he has told committee investigators, . rr.fporl will blame i
that "“you are wasting your money and my time hlm. for letting |
-because I can't tell you anything more than what | Jack Ruby enter !
told (o) the Warren Commission. And that's all I can the + basement I
say."” P ) - where Lee Har-
Yaushn: now a sergeant in thﬁu]mllce internal vey Oswald was l
affairs division, said Dean to this day "has never come Reit !
to me and asked me anything” about Ruhy's reported bl .
statement to Dean that he entered the basement E ' '
through the ramp Vaughn was guarding. Dean was .




and press interviews, |
After his clash with Gritfin on March 25, 1964, |
Pean refused to continne his deposition and com-
plained to Dist. Atty. Henry Wade that Griltin had
called him a "liac” Griftin stormed back 1 Washing-
ton. The next day Wade wrote a letter to Rankin.
Wade tald Rankin he was “particularly interested
(in the Griffin-Dean incident) since Dean was a key
(prosecntinn) witness in the Ruby trial and appar-
ently Grillin was accusing him of lying in that trial.”
The district attorney said he told Dean “to take
tha cily attorney over there with him since appar-
ently Gritfin wanted to interview him agnin (and)
was going tn lile perjury.
L Griffin did net mlcrvaew Dean agnm and pm.rjury

charges never were [iled, 4 4

2 UHeary Wadeenlled Presidemt Ly adon Johnsm o
hig faneb and told him abont this tronble 1 was hav-
“ing vith Gritfin,” Denn said, “The next day it was on
the front page about Griffin loading his butt on the
mrp].n e and going back to Washington.”

“ Wade told The News recently that “maybe the let-
ter (10 Rankin) np there had the etlect ol getting Grif-
fin off his (Dean's) hack ... 1 can’t say it didn’t hap-
pen but Ldont remember anything ahont it

NEITHER GRIFFIN nor Rankin said they could
remember hearing of Jolinson being involved in call-
ing Grifhin oif Dean's case. Dean said he later pot a
"personal vindication™” from Chief Justice Earl War-
ren when he appeared hefore the commission.

Dean's testimony before the Warren Commission
occurred shortly after he took the unreported lle test
and fatled it

“Had [ known that, I might have been even more
sgpressive,” said Griffin, now a county judge in Cleve:
Jland.

Wade recalled the premeditition testimony by
Dean “was probably the most harminl™ w Rubhy's
delense during his murder trial in eotly 1964, As it
turned out, the court reversed the Ruby convictidn,
which c.nrrwd a1 death penalty, partly hecause Dean's
testimony shonld not have been permitted.

The appeals court found Ruhys incriminating
statements about premeditation were not made dur-
ing or immediotely after the shooting, of Oswald and
therefore were not admissible as evidenee in his trial.

Dean has made no secret of his triendship with
Ruby. 1e told the PRI Tie had hnown Ruhy since 1960
as operator of the Carpusel Club The sind thit he “fre-
guently saw Ruby” at the striptease joint durmg his
rowtine “checking ol places of enkrlmnment in
Downltown Dallas. _

Ruhy would give certain Dallas police officers
bottles of whiskey during the Christinas holidays and
Dean inclnded himsell as a recipient. Althongh Ruby
was "very [ricndly towards Dean.” the FBL report
stuted, Deun "kt.pt his contacts with Ruby on an
impersonal basis.” "

¥ _THE FRIENDSIIP DID BECOME pcrqoual howev-
er, aftér the FBI report of Dec. 2, 1963.

After Ruby was sentenced to death — largely on
_'me testimony of Dean in March 19684 — Ruby sent
»waord he wanted to see the potice otficer.

‘“He hugged me and was glad 10 see me,” Dean
said. "I saw he had a pair of hroken pglasses, so [ got the

prescription und bought him o new pair,”

Eight months later Ruby gave Dean his copy of |

the Warren Commission report with an inscription
signed “Your Buddy, Jack Ruby.”

Wade said Dean “is probably wasting ‘his time if
he is worried about anything | Jon't na more care
about 1that comnmittee tham the man in the moon . . . 1
could care less about them (committee) hecause 1
think il's n waste of time and laxpayers’ money."’

Dean, however, apparently has not told all he
knows about the Ruby-Oswald incident. When two pri-
vale assassination researchers were about to wrap up
an Interview with him recently, they asked tf he had
anythmngelse tosay.

Dean shifted uneasily snd lonked at his wife. She
siid, “Ask him apain.” Dean refused to falk ahont it
hut saild he would if he were snhpoencd by the
committee,

Later, duriny the interview wih The News, he
wirs asked about what he refused o talk ahout. There
was i lomp silencere,

"0Oh, it ‘w.lsu tearthshaking,” was Im only reply



