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URBANA — One day last 
spring, the phone rang to the 
Scott Hall, dormitory room of 
Robert Harris, a ■ e n i or 
eog[neeirigstudent at the 
University of Illinois. 

Harris was stunned when he 
answered the-phone. - - 

The FBI was calling -
Agent Ronald Moepfer of Ur-
bana. He wen to see Harris 
about doing some undercover 
work on the sprawling campus 
here. 

Harris was as much' flat-
tered as stunned, however. The 
shy, 6-foot honors strident had  

always been something of a 
police buff. He eagerly ac-
cepted the FBI assignment. 

Thus began a remarkable 
year of intrigue and adventure 
for Bob Harris an a campus in-
former for the FBI. He led a 
secret life that not even his 
best friends or parents knew 
abouf. 

campus radicals" 
Exclusive 
First of a series 

DURING THE YEAR 11, 
joined and spied on a gun 
toting neo-Nazi clique tr.i he 
Infiltrated the campus chapte•  

of the radical Students for a 
Democratic Society. 

it was an incredible "jour-
ney" for the lanky farniboy 
from Downstate BardOlph—an 
odyssey through the political 
extremes of a polarizing 
America as reflected at a 
large public university. 

He saw firsthand — and 
sometimes felt — the political  

passions that occasionally ex-
plode into the news. He went 
target-shooting and nigh t-
riding with a white racist. He 
loaned his car to — and 
developed a kind of admiration 
for — visiting members of the 
Illinois Black Panther Party. 

It was a year that could have 
been torn from the pages of a  

cheap fiction thriller. And it 
deeply changed Bob Harris' 
life. 

HARRIS, BY ALMOST 
anyone's standards, was a 
middle-of-the roader when he 
began his undercover work. He 
was a campus conservative 
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