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o
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iet ag

en
ts. [T

h
e sam
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eth
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ro

u
g
h
t 

hom
e

dag
ain

st an
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izatio
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 ag
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h
ich
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e w

ere tar-
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e of D
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T
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B

I has acknow
ledged 16 occasions on w

hich m
icrophones w

ere 
hidden in D

r. K
ing's hotel and m

otel room
s in an "attem
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atio
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o
u
t th
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riv
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in

g
 an
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rts fro
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field offices kept the B
ureau's headquarters inform

ed of developm
ents 

in the civil rights field. T
he F

B
I's presence w

as so intrusive that one 

m
ajor figure in the civil rights m

ovem
ent testified that his colleagues 

referred to them
selves as m

em
bers of "the F

B
I's golden record club." 

T
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B
I's form

al program
 to discredit D

r. K
ing w
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overnm

ent 
cials began w

ith the distribution of a "m
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B

I 
lized

 co
u
ld

 "b
e reg

ard
ed

 as a p
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n
al attack

 o
n
 M

artin
 L

u
th

er 
m

g," 4 and w
hich w

as subsequently described by a Justice D
epart-

an
t o

fficial as "a p
erso

n
al d

iatrib
e . . . a p
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n

al attack
 w

ith
o

u
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id

en
tiary

 su
p
p
o
rt." 
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Introduction and Sum
m

ary 
T

his chapter explores developm
ents in the M

artin L
uther K

in
g ea ,. 

from
 th

e p
eriod

 p
reced

in
g th

e F
B

I's op
en

in
g of th

e C
O

M
IN

F
IL

 in-
vestigation

 in
 O

ctob
er 1962 th

rou
gh

 th
e F

B
I's d

ecision
 to in

ten
sify 

its in
vestigation

 of su
sp

ected
 com

m
u

n
ist in

flu
en

ce in
 th

e civil righ
ts 

m
ovem

ent in O
ctober 1963. P

articular em
phasis is placed on the inter. 

n
al reason

s for th
e F

B
I's in

ten
sification

 of its in
vestigation

 of D
r. 

an
d

 on
 th

e in
terp

lay b
etw

een
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t an

d
 th

e 
F

B
I d

u
rin

g th
is p

eriod
. 

In
 su

m
m

ary. th
e evid

en
ce d

escrib
ed

 in
 th

is ch
ap

ter estab
lish

es th
at 

th
e F

B
I b

arraged
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t w

ith
 a stream

 of m
em

o. 
ran

d
s con

cern
in

g th
e C

om
m

u
n

ist P
arty's in

terest in
 th

e civil righ
ts 

m
ovem

en
t an

d
 D

r. K
in

g's association
 w

ith
 tw

o in
d

ivid
u

als, referred
 

to in this report as A
dvisers A

 and B
, w

ho w
ere alleged to have strong 

ties to th
e P

arty."
 In

 resp
on

se to th
e B

u
reau

's w
arn

in
gs, th

e Ju
stice- 

D
ep

artm
en

t en
d

eavored
 to con

vin
ce D

r. K
in

g to sever h
is relation

-
w

ith
 th

ose in
d

ivid
u

als, b
u

t m
et w

ith
 on

ly m
ixed

 su
ccess. D

r. K
in

g 
con

tin
u

ed
 to tu

rn
 to A

d
viser A

 for ad
vice; A

d
viser B

, w
h

ose asso-
ciation

 w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g an

d
 alleged

ly w
ith

 th
e C

om
m

u
n

ist P
arty h

ad
 

been picked up by the press in late 1962, publicly announced his resig-
n

ation
 from

 th
e S

C
L

C
 in

 early Ju
ly 1963, alth

ou
gh

 h
e ap

p
aren

tly 
con

tin
u

ed
 to associate w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g
  on

 an
 in

form
al b

asis. 
D

u
rin

g h
earin

gs over th
e ad

m
in

istration
's p

rop
osed

 p
u

b
lic accom

-
m

od
ation

s b
ill in

 Ju
ly 1963, critics of th

e b
ill ch

arged
 th

at th
e civil 

rights m
ovem

ent, and D
r. K

ing in particular, w
ere influenced by C

om
-

m
u

n
ists. D

r. K
in

g's p
lan

s for a civil righ
ts m

arch
 on

 W
ash

in
gton

 in
 

A
u

gu
st w

ere receivin
g in

creasin
g p

u
b

licity. O
n

 Ju
ly 16, th

e A
ttorn

ey -
G

en
eral raised

 w
ith

 th
e F

B
I's Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t liaison
, C

ou
rtn

ey 
E

van
s, th

e p
ossib

ility of a w
iretap

 on
 D

r.-K
in

g an
d

 on
e of h

is legal 
advisers. 

T
h

e follow
in

g d
ay th

e F
B

I sen
t an

 an
alysis of its C

O
M

IN
F

IL
 

inform
ation to the Justice D

epartm
ent. T

he adm
inistration decided to 

con
tin

u
e its p

u
b

lic su
p

p
ort of D

r. K
in

g. D
u

rin
g th

e en
su

in
g w

eek
, th

e 
P

resid
en

t in
form

ed
 th

e p
ress th

at th
ere w

as n
o evid

en
ce th

at civil 
righ

ts d
em

on
stration

s w
ere C

om
m

u
n

ist-in
sp

ired
; th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

-
eral an

n
ou

n
ced

 th
at th

e F
B

I h
ad

 n
o evid

en
ce th

at an
y civil righ

ts 
lt%

ad
ers w

ere con
trolled

 b
y C

om
m

u
n

ists; an
d

 th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral 

rejected
 th

e F
B

I's req
u

est for au
th

ority to w
iretap

 D
r. K

in
g. 

In
 A

u
gu

st 1963, th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t received
 a rep

ort fron
t 

th
e F

B
I w

h
ich

 ap
p

aren
tly con

tain
ed

 allegation
s extrem

ely u
n

favor- 
ab

le to D
r. K

in
g. T

h
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral told

 C
ou

rtn
ey E

van
s th

at lit ,  
faced

 im
p

each
m

en
t if th

e rep
ort w

as "
leak

ed
,"

 an
d

 d
em

an
d

ed
 th

at it 
b

e resu
b

m
itted

 w
ith

 a cover m
em

oran
d

u
m

 d
etailin

g th
e factu

al b
asi:- 

for th
e allegation

. T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 su
b

m
itted

 in
 resp

on
se to th

at 
req

u
est con

tain
ed

 n
o in

form
ation

 con
cern

in
g D

r. K
in

g th
at h

ad
 n

ot 
already been know

n to the A
ttorney G

eneral in July, but the A
ttorney 

G
eneral perm

itted the investigation to proceed. 

T
he m

em
oranda also con

tain
ed

 interm
atioe about the Idyll sisbte m

ovem
ent 

of con
sid

erab
le p

olitical valu
e to th

e adm
inistration.  

late Ju
ly 1963, th

e F
B

I op
en

ed
 a file en

titled
 "

C
om

m
u

n
ist In

-
in R

acial M
atters," and closely m

onitored preparations for the 
28 C

ivil R
igh

ts M
arch

 on
 W

ash
in

gton
. T

h
e F

B
I's D

om
estic 

telligen
ce D

ivision
 in

form
ed

 D
irector H

oover sh
ortly b

efore th
e 

rch
 th

at C
om

m
u

n
ist in

flu
en

ce in
 th

e civil righ
ts m

ovem
en

t w
as 

lieb
le. T

h
e D

irector d
isagreed

. T
h

e h
ead

 of th
e D

om
estic In

telli-
- D

ivision, W
illiam

 Sullivan, responded by recom
m

ending m
ore 

nse F
B

I surveillance of the civil rights m
ovem

ent. 

. T
h

e Ju
stice -D

epartm
en

t W
arn

s D
r. K

in
g A

bou
t A

dvisers A
 an

d 
B

 : January I962-June 1963 

T
h

e K
en

n
ed

y ad
m

in
istration

's con
cern

 over F
B

I allegation
s th

at 
C

om
m

unists w
ere influencing the civil rights m

ovem
ent led the Justice 

D
ep

artm
en

t to m
ak

e several attem
p

ts to p
ersu

ad
e D

r. K
in

g to sever 
h

is relation
s w

ith
 A

d
visers A

 an
d

 B
. In

 Jan
u

ary 1962, H
oover first 

w
arn

ed
 A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral K

en
n

ed
y th

at A
d

visor A
, a m

em
b

er of th
e 

unist P
arty, U

.S.A
., "is allegedly a close adviser to the R

everend 
ran

 L
u

th
er K

in
g." " S

h
ortly afterw

ard
s, A

ssistan
t A

ttorn
ey G

en
-

B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all of th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t's C

ivil R
igh

ts D
i-

on
 told

 D
r. K

in
g th

at th
e B

u
reau

 claim
ed

 A
d

viser A
 w

as a coin
-

u
n

ist an
d

 ad
vised

 th
at th

ey b
reak

 off relation
s."

 A
ccord

in
g to an

 
F

B
I m

em
oran

d
u

m
, D

ep
u

ty A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral B
yron

 R
. W

h
ite also 

con
sid

ered
 sp

eak
in

g w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g ab

ou
t A

d
viser A

, b
u

t d
ecid

ed
 

d
oin

g so w
h

en
 told

 b
y th

e F
B

I th
at revealin

g too m
u

ch
 of th

e 
E

s inform
ation m

ight tip off D
r. K

ing or A
dviser A

 to the identity 
of certain

 F
B

I in
form

an
ts."

 
D

r. K
in

g gave n
o in

d
ication

 of b
reak

in
g off relation

s w
ith

 A
d

viser 
w

ho w
as a close friend and trusted advisor. H

e did, how
ever, appar-

tly con
sid

er th
e ad

verse effects on
 th

e civil righ
ts m

ovem
en

t th
at 

is association
 w

ith
 A

d
viser B

 m
igh

t cau
se."

 In
 Ju

n
e 1962 th

e F
B

I 
tercep

ted
 a con

versation
 "

 in
 w

h
ich

 A
d

viser A
 recom

m
en

d
ed

 th
at 

.D
r. K

in
g in

form
ally u

se A
d

viser B
 as h

is execu
tive assistan

t, n
otin

g 
th

at "
as lon

g as A
d

viser B
 d

id
 n

ot h
ave th

e title of E
xecu

tive D
irec-

tor, th
ere w

ou
ld

 n
ot b

e as m
u

ch
 ligh

tn
in

g flash
in

g arou
n

d
 h

im
."

 D
r. 

n
g
  w

as rep
orted

 to h
ave agreed

 , rem
ark

in
g th

at "
n

o m
atter w

h
at 

m
an w

as, if he could stand up now
 and say he is not connected, then 

far as I am
 concerned, he is eligible to w

ork for m
e." " 

O
n

 O
ctob

er 8, 1962, th
e F

B
I's D

om
estic In

telligen
ce D

ivision
 p

re-
a m

em
oran

d
u

m
 su

m
m

arizin
g accou

n
ts th

at h
ad

 p
reviou

sly 
p

eered
 in

 n
ew

sp
ap

ers con
cern

in
g A

d
viser B

's alleged
 C

om
m

u
n

ist 
an

d
 an

d
 h

is association
 w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g. T
h

e D
ivision

 for-
ed

 th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 to C

arth
a D

. D
eL

oach
, h

ead
 of th

e C
rim

e 
rd

s D
ivision

, th
e F

B
I's p

u
b

lic relation
s arm

, for "
p

ossib
le u

se 
h

is con
tacts in

 th
e n

ew
s m

ed
ia field

 in
 su

ch
 S

ou
th

ern
 states as 

b
am

a w
h

ere D
r. K

in
g h

as an
n

ou
n

ced
 th

at th
e n

ext targets for 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector, F
B

I to A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral 1/8/82. 
B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all testim
on

y, 3/31/78, p
. 10. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 C

ou
rtn

ey E
van

s to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t, 2/8/82, 

"
A

lleg
a
tio

n
s co

n
cern

in
g
 A

d
v
iser B's m

em
b

ersh
ip

 In
 th

e C
om

m
u

n
ist P

arty h
ad

 
ived

 w
id

e p
u

b
licity In

 th
e n

ew
sp

ap
ers. T

h
ere w

ere n
o su

ch
 p

ress allegation
s 

t A
d

v
iser A

. 
• A

d
viser A

's p
h

on
es w

ere covered
 b

y F
B

I w
iretap

s, S
ee p. 88. 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 N
ew

 Y
ork

 F
ield

 O
ffice to F

B
I H

ead
q

u
arters, 8/21/82, p

. 6
.  
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in
teg

ratio
n
 o

f u
n
iv

ersities are lo
cated

." D
el o

ach
's sig

n
atu

re an
d
 th

e 
n
o
tatio

n
, "h

an
d
led

, A
u
g
u
sta (illeg

ib
le), A

tlan
ta, 1

-/1
9
" ap

p
ear o

n
 

th
e reco

m
m

en
d
atio

n
." 

T
h
e article w

as ap
p
aren

tly
 d

issem
in

ated
, b

ecau
se an

 O
cto

b
er Z

. 

1962, article in the A
ugusta C

hronicle described A
dviser B

 as a M
en

i-

b
ar o

f th
e C

P
IT

S
A

's N
atio

n
al C

o
m

m
ittee w

h
o
 w

as serv
in

g
 as D

r. 
K

in
g
's "A

ctin
g
 E

x
ecu

tiv
e D

irecto
r." D

r. K
in

g
 p

u
b
licly

 resp
o
n
d
ed

. 

o
n
 O

cto
b
er 3

0
, th

at "n
o
 p

erso
n
 o

f k
n
o
w

n
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist affiliatio

n
" 

co
u
ld

 serv
e o

n
 th

e staff o
f th

e S
C

L
C

 an
d
 d

en
ied

 an
y
 k

n
o
w

led
g
e th

at 
A

dviser B
 had C

om
m

unist affiliations. D
r. K

ing also announced A
d-

v
iser B

's tem
p
o
rary

 resig
n
atio

n
 fro

m
 th

e S
C

L
C

. p
en

d
in

g
 an

 S
C

L
(' 

investigation of the allegations. 
A

 stream
 o

f m
em

o
ran

d
a fro

m
 th

e F
B

I, h
o
w

ev
er, w

arn
ed

 th
e Ju

s-
tice D

ep
artm

en
t th

at A
d
v
iser B

 ..:o
n
tin

u
ed

 as an
 asso

ciate o
f D

r. 

K
in

g
 d

esp
ite h

is ap
p
aren

t resig
n
atio

n
 fro

m
 th

e S
C

L
C

. In
 D

ecem
b
er, 

D
irector-H

oover w
as cautioning the A

ttorney G
eneral that A

dviser n 

continued to "represent him
self as being affiliated w

ith the N
ew

 Y
ork 

O
ffice o

f th
e S

C
L

C
 an

d
, d

u
rin

g
 late N

o
v
em

b
er an

d
 early

 D
ecem

b
er 

1962, w
as actively engaged in the w

ork of this organization." " A
 few

 

d
ay

s later, th
e. A

.tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral w

as in
fo

rm
ed

 th
at A

d
v
isers A

 an
d
 

B
 w

ere p
lan

n
in

g
 a "clo

seted
 . . . critical rev

iew
" w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g
 co

n
-

cerning the direction of the civil rights m
ovem

ent. K
ennedy penned on 

th
e m

em
o
ran

d
u
m

: "B
u
rk

e—
th

is is n
o
t g

ettin
g
 an

y
 b

etter. "'o
 

In
 early

 F
eb

ru
ary

 1
9
6
3
, D

r. K
in

g
 ask

ed
 th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t 

fo
r a b

riefin
g
 o

n
 A

d
v
iser B

's b
ack

g
ro

u
n
d
, ap

p
aren

tly
 in

 resp
o
n
se to

 

new
spaper articles about A

dviser B
 resulting from

 the B
ureau's cam

-

p
aig

n
 to

 p
u
b
licize A

d
v
iser B

's relatio
n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g
. A

ssistan
t 

A
ttorney G

eneral M
arshall noted in a m

em
orandum

 that he. had - been 

in
 to

u
ch

 w
ith

 th
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral o

n
 th

is m
atter an

d
 is an

x
io

u
s to

 

h
av

e it h
an

d
led

 as so
o
n
 as p

o
ssib

le."" S
o
m

etim
e later in

 F
eb

ru
ary

. 

M
arshall spoke w

ith D
r. K

ing about severing his association w
ith A

d- 

v
isers A

 an
d
 B

. M
em

o
ran

d
a fro

m
 D

irecto
r H

o
o
v
er to

 th
e Ju

stice D
P

-

p
ertin

en
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e en
su

in
g
 m

o
n
th

s. h
o
w

ev
er, em

p
h
asized

 th
at D

r. 

K
in

g
 w

as m
ain

tain
in

g
 a clo

se relatio
n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 b

o
th

 m
en

. T
h
o
s. 

m
em

oranda to the Justice D
epartm

ent contained no new
 inform

ation 

substantiating the charges that either w
as a m

em
ber of the C

om
m

unist 

P
arty

, o
r th

at eith
er w

as carry
in

g
 o

u
t th

e P
arty

's p
o
licies." 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

. J. B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 10/8/82, p
. 2. 

T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 b
ears th

e cap
tion

 "
C

om
m

u
n

ist P
arty, U

S
A

, C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
.' 

T
h

is is th
e first in

d
ication

 of a cou
n

terin
telligen

ce p
rogram

 d
irected

 again
st A

d
 

riser B
. A

d
viser A

 becam
e th

e su
b

ject of su
ch

 a p
rogram

 in
 1988. F

or a d
iscu

ssion
 

of th
e F

B
I's C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

 effort, see sta
ff report on C

O
IN

T
E

L
P

R
O

. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector. F
B

I to A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral; 1/23/83, p
. 1. 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector. F

B
I to A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, 1/10/83. T

h
e A

' 

torn
ey G

en
eral w

as su
b

seq
u

en
tly told

 th
at A

d
viser B

. D
r. K

in
g. an

d
 A

d
viser 

A
 

con
ferred

 w
ith

 oth
er m

em
b

ers of th
e S

C
L

C
 on

 Jan
u

ary 10 an
d

 11. (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 

from
 D

irector, F
B

I to B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all, 1/31/83.) 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 A
lex R

osen
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t. 2/4/61. 
"

O
n

 M
arch

 10 th
e A

ttorn
ey, G

en
eral w

as in
form

ed
 th

at A
d

viser A
 an

d
 D

r. 
K

in
g h

ad
 en

gaged
 in

 a len
gth

y con
versation

 con
cern

in
g an

 article th
at D

r. K
in

n
 

w
as p

rep
arin

g for T
h

e N
ation

. (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector, F
B

I to A
ttorn

ey 

G
en

eral. 3112/63.1 O
n

 Ju
n

e 3, th
e D

irector sen
t th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral a n
in

e-

p
age "

con
cise su

m
m

ary"
 of in

form
ation

 ab
ou

t A
d

viser A
, em

p
h

asizin
g h

is role 

as D
r. K

in
g's ad

viser. (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector, F
B

I to A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral. 

6
/3

/6
3
.) A

n
 F

B
I m

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 in
 ea

rly
 J

a
n

e rep
o
rted

 a
 aracuaston 

betw
een 

T
h
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral's co

n
cern

 o
v
er D

r. K
in

g
's asso

ciatio
n
 w

ith
 

the tw
o advisers continued. A

 m
em

orandum
 by H

oover states that on 
June 17, 1963: 

T
he A

ttorney G
eneral called and advised he w

ould like to 
h
av

e A
ssistan

t A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral B
u
rk

e M
arsh

all talk
 to

 
M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 an

d
 tell D

r. K
in

g
 h

e h
as to

 g
et rid

 o
f 

[A
dvisers A

 and B
], that he should not have any contact w

ith 
them

 directly or indirectly. 
I pointed out that if D

r. K
ing continues this association, he 

is g
o
in

g
 to

 h
u
rt h

is o
w

n
 cau

se as th
ere are m

o
re an

d
 m

o
re 

C
om

m
unists trying to take advantage of [the] m

ovem
ent and 

bigots dow
n S

outh w
ho are against integration are beginning 

to
 ch

arg
e D

r. K
in

g
 is tied

 in
 w

ith
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists. I stated

 I 
thought M

arshall could very definitely say this association is 
rath

er w
id

ely
 k

n
o
w

n
 an

d
, w

ith
 th

in
g
s cry

stalizin
g
 fo

r th
em

 
now

. nothing could be w
orse than for D

r. K
ing to be associ-

ated
 w

ith
 it." 

M
arshall subsequently spoke w

ith D
r. K

ing about A
dvisers A

 and 

B
." In a follow

-up m
em

orandum
 w

ritten several m
onths later M

arshall 
stated

 : 

. . . I b
ro

u
g
h
t th

e m
atter to

 th
e atten

tio
n
 o

f D
r. K

in
g
 v

ery
 

ex
p
licitly

 in
 m

y
 o

ffice o
n
 th

e m
o
rn

in
g
 o

f Ju
n
e 2

2
 p

rio
r to

 a 
scheduled m

eeting w
hich D

r. K
in

g h
ad

 w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t. 
T

his w
as done at the direction of the A

ttorney G
eneral, and 

th
e P

resid
en

t sep
arately

 [an
d
] stro

n
g
ly

 u
rg

ed
 D

r. K
in

g
 th

at 
there should be no further connection betw

een A
dviser B

 and 

th
e S

o
u
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

ersh
ip

 C
o
n
feren

ce. D
r. K

in
g
 

stated that the connection w
ould be ended." 

K
in

g
 later to

ld
 o

n
e o

f h
is asso

ciates th
at th

e P
resid

en
t h

ad
 to

ld
 

"th
ere w

as an
 attem

p
t (b

y
 th

e F
B

I) to
 sm

ear th
e m

o
v
em

en
t o

n
 

th
e basis of C

om
m

unist. influence. T
he P

resident also said, 'I assum
e 

you know
 you're under very close surveillance.' " " 

&
riser A

 an
d

 D
r. K

in
g con

cern
in

g w
h

eth
er D

r. K
in

g w
ou

ld
 ap

p
ear on

 a tele-
on

 p
rogram

 in
 con

n
ection

 w
ith

 a p
rojected

 article in
 th

e S
a
tu

rd
a
y E

ven
in

g
 

ad. D
r. K

in
g accep

ted
 A

d
viser A

's recom
m

en
d

ation
 th

at h
e read

 th
e article 

re com
m

ittin
g h

im
self b

ecau
se th

e rep
orter "

raised
 a lot of q

u
estion

s ab
ou

t 
riser B

I a
n

d
 th

a
t k

in
d

 o
f th

in
g
."

 (M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 

rn
ey G

en
eral, 6/7/00.) 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 J. E

d
gar H

oover to C
lyd

e T
olson

, A
lan

 B
elm

on
t, earth

s 

L
oach

, A
lex R

osen
, W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

. 8/17/83. D
u

rin
g th

is p
eriod

 th
e A

ttorn
ey 

era) req
u

ested
 a rep

ort from
 th

e In
tern

al S
ecu

rity D
ivision

 con
cern

in
g D

r. 
g. T

h
e rep

ly, d
ated

 Ju
n

e 28, cited
 A

d
visers A

 an
d

 B
 as th

e ch
ief sou

rces of 
eged

 C
om

m
u

n
ist in

flu
en

ce on
 D

r. 
K

in
g. 

(M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 J. W

alter Y
eas-

to th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, 8/28/81) 

"
A

n
d

rew
 Y

ou
n

g, w
h

o w
as p

resen
t at th

e m
eetin

g w
ith

 B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all. testi-

th
at M

arsh
all h

ad
 said

 th
at th

e B
u

reau
 h

ad
 in

form
ed

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

art-
th

at th
ere w

as in
 fact C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce in

 th
e civil rig

h
ts m

ovem
ent, 

h
ad

 exp
licitly m

en
tion

ed
 A

d
viser A

. W
h

en
 Y

ou
n

g ask
ed

 M
arsh

all for p
roof. 

said
 th

at h
e h

ad
 n

on
e, an

d
 th

at h
e "

cou
ld

n
't get an

yth
in

g ou
tof th

e B
u

reau
."

 
recalled

 th
at M

arsh
all h

ad
 said

, "
W

e ask
 (th

e B
u

reau
) for th

in
gs an

d
 

get th
ese b

ig
 m

em
os, b

u
t th

ey d
on

't ever really say an
yth

in
g."

 Y
ou

n
g testified

 
M

arsh
all "

w
as ask

in
g u

s to d
isassociate ou

rselves from
 (A

d
viser A

) alto-
h

er."
 (A

n
d

rew
 Y

ou
n

g testim
on

y, 2/19/78. p
p

. 40-44) 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 B
ork

e M
arsh

all to J. E
d

gar H
oover, 9/12/83. 

Y
ou

n
g, 2/19/78, p

. 40. 
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th
e G

overn
m

en
t h

ad
 in

stitu
ted

 th
is coverage. T

h
ese w

ere th
e 

very th
ou

gh
ts th

at th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral exp

ressed
 tod

ay in
 

w
ithdraw

ing his request.. 
W

ith reference to the other technical surveillance requested 
at th

e sam
e tim

e, n
am

ely, th
e on

e on
 [th

e N
ew

 Y
ork

 at-
torn

ey], th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral felt th

is w
as in

 a d
ifferen

t 
category an

d
 w

e sh
ou

ld
 go forw

ard
 w

ith
 th

is coverage. It is 
n

oted
 th

at th
is w

as p
reviou

sly ap
p

roved
 in

 w
ritin

g b
y th

e 

A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral. 
. W

e w
ill take no further action to effect technical cover-

age on M
artin L

uther K
ing, either at his 'm

ine or at his office 

at th
e S

ou
th

ern
 C

h
ristian

 L
ead

ersh
ip

 C
on

feren
ce, in

 th
e 

ab
sen

ce of a fu
rth

er req
u

est from
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral."
 

In
 Ju

n
e 1969, D

irector H
oover told

 a rep
orter for th

e W
ash

in
gton

 

E
vening Star that A

ttorney G
eneral K

ennedy had "requested that t h.- 

telep
h

on
es of D

r. K
in

g b
e covered

 b
y electron

ic d
evices an

d
 w

as p
er-

su
a
d

ed
 b

y
 o

u
r p

eo
p

le n
o
t to

 d
o
 it in

 v
iew

 o
f th

e p
o
ssib

le rep
er. 

cussions," 5  an
d

 b
ecau

se D
r. K

in
g's con

stan
t travelin

g m
ad

e a w
iretap

 

im
p

ractical."
 W

h
en

 th
e C

om
m

ittee ask
ed

 C
ou

rtn
ey E

van
s w

h
eth

er 

th
e id

ea of in
stallin

g a w
iretap

 origin
ated

 w
ith

 th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral. 

h
e testified

: 
N

o, th
is is n

ot clear in
 m

y m
in

d
 at all. T

h
e record

 th
at h

as 
b

een
 exh

ib
ited

 to m
e really d

oesn
't estab

lish
 th

is d
efin

itely, 

although that inference can be draw
n from

 som
e of the m

em
o-

ran
d

a. B
u

t it is m
y recollection

, w
ith

ou
t th

e b
en

efit of an
y 

sp
ecifics, th

at th
ere w

as m
u

ch
 m

ore to it th
an

 th
is. A

n
d

 
h

ave th
e feelin

g th
at th

ere w
ere p

ressu
res existin

g in
 tim

e to 

d
evelop

 m
ore sp

ecific in
form

ation
 th

at m
ay h

ave h
ad

 a 

bearing here. 
Q

. P
ressures em

anating from
 w

here and upon w
hom

? 
A

. I th
in

k
 from

 b
oth

 sid
es. th

e B
u

reau
 w

an
ted

 to get m
ore 

sp
ecific in

form
ation

, an
d

 th
e D

ep
artm

en
t w

an
ted

 resolved
 

th
e rath

er in
d

efin
ite in

form
ation

 th
at h

ad
 b

een
 received

 
in

d
icatin

g th
e p

ossib
ility of C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce on

 th
e D

r. 

K
in

g m
ovem

en
t."

 

D
. T

h
e A

tto
rn

ey
.  G

en
eral V

oices C
on

cern
 O

ver C
on

tin
u

in
g F

B
I 

R
eports A

bou
t K

in
g: Ju

ly—
A

u
gu

st 1963 

F
ollow

in
g th

e ap
p

earan
ce of an

 article on
 Ju

ly 25, 1963, in
 th

e 

A
tlan

ta C
on

stitu
tion

, titled
 "

O
n

e-tim
e C

om
m

u
n

ist O
rgan

izer H
ead

,  

R
ev. K

ing's O
ffice in N

.Y
.." D

r. K
ing announced that an SC

L
C

 inve,- 

tigation
 of A

d
viser B

 in
d

icated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 "

n
o p

resen
t con

n
ection

 

w
ith

 th
e C

P
 n

or an
y sym

p
ath

y w
ith

 its p
h

ilosop
h

y."
 D

r. K
in

g ex-

p
lain

ed
 th

at A
d

viser B
 h

ad
 b

een
 on

 th
e S

C
L

C
 staff on

 a tem
p

orary 

basis sin
ce h

is resign
ation

 in
 D

ecem
b

er 1902, b
u

t th
at h

e h
ad

 left th
e 

S
C

L
C

 on
 Ju

n
e 26, 1963,. b

y "
m

u
tu

al agreem
en

t"
 b

ecau
se of con

cern
 

M
em

orandum
 from

 C
ourtney E

vans to A
lan B

elm
ont, 7/26/83. 

"
 Jerem

iah
 O

'L
eary. 

T
h

e S
terlin

g S
tar, 8/19/88; H

oover m
em

oran
d

u
m

 for 

record. 8/19/811. 
"

C
ou

rtn
ey E

van
s testim

on
y, 12/1/76, p

p
. 7-8. 

hid 

h
is affiliation

 w
ith

 th
e in

tegration
 m

ovem
en

t w
ou

ld
 b

e u
sed

 

inst it by "segregationists and race baiters." 
T

h
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t, h
ow

ever, con
tin

u
ed

 to receive rep
orts 

m
 th

e F
B

I th
at D

r. K
in

g w
as con

tin
u

in
g h

is association
 w

ith
 A

d
-

rs A
 an

d
 B

."
 S

h
ortly after A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral K

en
n

ed
y's Ju

ly 23 

ponse to the C
om

m
erce C

om
m

ittee, C
ourtney E

vans: 

A
d

visor B
, [d

eleted
]. 

pointed out to M
arshall the undesirability of m

aking the spe-
cific com

m
en

ts ... as to givin
g com

p
lete clearan

ce to M
artin

 
L

uther K
ing as M

arshall had had the full details as to K
ing's 

association
 w

ith
 [A

d
viser A

l an
d

 [A
d

viser B
.] 

M
arshall said that he w

as m
ost appreciative of our w

arning 
him

 about these pitfalls and he w
c-eld be guided accordingly 

in any future statem
ents. H

e added that he w
ould also appre-

ciate ou
r con

tin
u

in
g to h

igh
ligh

t for h
im

 an
y in

form
ation

 
con

cern
in

g com
m

u
n

ist activity in
 th

e N
egro m

ovem
en

t."
 100  

O
n

 Ju
ly 29, D

irector H
oover sen

t th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t a rep
ort 

m
 the N

ew
 Y

ork O
ffice entitled "M

artin L
uther K

ing, Jr.: A
ffilia-

on w
ith the C

om
m

unist M
ovem

ent." '°' T
he entry under the caption. 

E
vidence of C

om
m

unist P
arty Sym

pathies," has been deleted by the 
B

I from
 copies of the report given to the C

om
m

ittee on the grounds 

t it m
igh

t com
p

rom
ise in

form
an

ts. It w
as a gen

eral ch
aracterize-

on
 an

d
 ran

 for on
ly on

e an
d

 on
e-h

alf lin
es. A

 m
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 

urtney E
vans described A

ttorney G
eneral K

ennedy's reaction : 

T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral stated
 th

at if th
is rep

ort got u
p

 to 
the H

ill at this tim
e, he w

ould be im
peached. H

e noted if this 
rep

ort got ou
t, it w

ou
ld

 b
e alleged

 th
e F

B
I said

 K
in

g w
as 

[excised
 b

y th
e F

B
I]. 

T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral w
en

t on
 to say th

at th
e rep

ort h
ad

 
been review

ed in detail by A
ssistant A

ttorney G
eneral B

urke 
M

arsh
all w

h
o h

ad
 told

 h
im

 th
ere w

asn
't an

yth
in

g n
ew

 h
ere 

concerning K
ing's alleged com

m
unist sym

pathies b
u

tth
at it 

w
as the tim

ing of the report and its possible m
isuse that con-

cern
ed

 h
im

. T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral w
en

t on
 to say th

at h
e 

didn't feel he could fully trust everyone in the Internal Secu-
rity D

ivision of the D
epartm

ent. 
I p

oin
ted

 ou
t to th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral th
at first of all th

is 
rep

ort w
as classified

 secret an
d

 w
as ju

st a su
m

m
ary rep

ort 
to bring our files and that of the D

epartm
ent's up to date. H

e 
said

 th
at w

h
ile th

is w
as undoubtedly true, the subm

ission of 
the report at this tim

e in this form
 presented definite hazards. 

H
e therefore asked that the report be resubm

itted to him
 w

ith 
a cover m

em
orandum

 setting forth th
e exact evid

en
ce avail- 

O
n

 Ju
ly 17, In

 th
e m

id
st of p

u
b

licity con
cern

in
g D

r. K
in

g's association
 w

ith
 

d
eer B

, D
irector H

oover in
form

ed
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral th
at alth

ou
gh

 A
d

- 
sr B

 h
ad

 form
ally resign

ed
 from

 th
e 8

C
L

C
, h

e w
as con

tin
u

in
g h

is associa- 
w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g. (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector, F
B

I. to A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral, 
7/83.1 

M
em

orandum
 from

 C
ourtney E

vans to A
lan B

elm
ont. 7/29/83. 

R
ep

ort of S
p

ecial A
gen

t : M
artin

 L
a
th

er K
in

g
. J

r.: a
ffiliation

 w
ith

 th
e C

orn
-

M
errim

en
t, 7/22./83. 
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istration
. L

ess th
an

 a m
on

th
 later th

e D
irector in

form
ed

 th
e A

tlan
ta  

office th
at an

 S
C

L
C

 w
iretap

 "
is in

 lin
e to b

e p
resen

ted
 to th

e n
ew

 A
t-

torn
ey G

en
eral, an

d
 a su

rvey, w
ith

 fu
ll secu

rity assu
red

 ... is d
esir-

able.' 1 "
 F

B
I files contain no indication of the disposition of this fin

a l 
request. 
C

. M
IC

R
O

P
H

O
N

E
 S

IT
R

V
E

IL
L

A
N

C
E

 O
F

 D
R

. K
IN

G
 : JA

N
I-- 

A
.R

Y
 1964—

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 1965. 
F

rom
 Jan

u
ary 1964 th

rou
gh

 N
ovem

b
er 1965, th

e F
B

I in
stalled

 ;; 
least 15 h

id
d

en
 m

icrop
h

on
es in

 h
otel an

d
 m

otel room
s occu

p
ied

 b
.. 

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g.'"

' T
h

e F
B

I h
as told

 th
e C

om
m

ittee ab
ou

t tlf-
follow

in
g m

icrop
h

on
e su

rveillan
ces: 

—
W

illard H
otel, W

ashington, D
.C

. (Jan. 5, 1964 ). 
—

Shroeder H
otel, M

ilw
aukee (Jan. 27. 1964). 

—
H

ilton
 H

aw
aiian

 V
illage. H

on
olu

lu
 (F

eb
. 18,1964). 

—
A

m
b

assad
or H

otel, L
os A

n
geles (F

eb
. 20,1964). 

—
H

yatt H
ou

se M
otel, L

os A
n

geles (F
eb

. 22,1964). 
—

S
tatler H

otel, D
etroit (M

ar. 19, 1964). 
—

Senator M
otel, Sacram

ento ( A
pr. 23,1964). 

—
H

yatt H
ou

se M
otel, L

os A
n

geles (Ju
ly 7, 1964). 

—
M

an
ger H

otel, S
avan

n
ah

, G
a. (S

ep
t. 28,1964). 

—
P

ark
 S

h
eraton

 H
otel, N

ew
 Y

ork
 (Jan

. 8, 1965). 
—

A
m

erican
a H

otel, N
ew

 Y
ork

 (Jan
. 28,1965). 

—
Sheraton A

tlantic H
otel, N

ew
 Y

ork (M
ay 12, 1965). 

—
A

stor H
otel, N

ew
 Y

ork
 (O

ct. 14,1965). 
—

N
ew

 Y
ork

 H
ilton

 H
otel. N

ew
 Y

ork
 (O

ct. 28,1965). 
—

A
m

ericana H
otel, N

ew
 Y

ork (N
ov. 29, 1965) .1

"
  

1. R
eason

s for th
e F

B
I's M

icroph
on

e S
u

rveillan
ce of D

r. K
itty. 

T
h

e w
iretap

s on
 D

r. K
in

g's h
om

e telep
h

on
e an

d
 th

e p
h

on
es of th

e 
S

C
L

C
 offices w

ere au
th

orized
 b

y th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral for th

e stated
 

purpose of determ
ining w

hether suspected com
m

unists w
ere influenc-

in
g th

e cou
rse of th

e civil righ
ts m

ovem
en

t. F
B

I d
ocu

m
en

ts in
d

icatc 
th

at th
e m

icrop
h

on
e coverage, (w

h
ich

 w
as in

itiated
 w

ith
ou

t th
, 

k
n

ow
led

ge of th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
erals, in

 ein
forip

an
ce w

ith
 p

ractic, 
then current), w

as originally designed not only to pick up inform
ation 

b
earin

g on
 p

ossib
le C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce over D

r. K
in

g, b
u

t also to 
ob

tain
 in

form
ation

 for u
se in

 th
e F

B
I's secret effort to d

iscred
it. D

r. 

m
  M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I to S

A
C

. A
tlan

ta. 2/14/69. 
'"

 W
itn

esses h
a

v
e in

d
ica

ted
 th

a
t o

th
er m

icro
p

h
o

n
es m

ig
h

t h
a

v
e b

een
 u

sed
 in

 
co

v
er th

e a
ctiv

ities o
f D

r. K
in

g
 a

n
d

 h
is a

sso
cia

tes, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 th
o
se m

icro
p

h
o
n

e ,  
m

ig
h

t h
a

v
e b

een
 p

la
ced

 b
y

 lo
ca

l la
w

 en
fo

rcem
en

t o
fficers. B

u
rea

u
 d

o
cu

m
en

t ,  
In

d
ica

te th
a
t th

e N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 a
n

d
 M

ia
m

i p
o
lice d

id
 In

 fa
ct p

la
ce m

icro
p

h
o
n

es in
 

D
r. K

in
g
's h

o
tel ro

o
m

s. (M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 S

p
ecia

l A
g
en

t in 

C
h

a
rg

e, N
ew

 Y
o

rk
, 5

/7
/6

5
; M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 F
red

erick
 B

a
u

m
g

a
rd

n
er to

 W
il-

liam
 S

u
llivan

, 5/27/66). C
on

gressm
an

 A
n

d
rew

 Y
ou

n
g, w

h
o w

as on
e of D

r. K
in

g
.- 

ch
ief a

id
es, testified

 : "
W

e fo
u

n
d

 a
 b

u
g

 in
 th

e p
u

lp
it In

 a
 ch

u
rch

 in
 S

elm
a

. A
la

-
M

u
m

. in
 1966, an

d
 w

e d
id

n
't even

 m
ove It or d

estroy It W
e took

 It ou
t from

 u
n

d
er 

th
e p

u
lp

it, ta
p

ed
 It o

n
 to

p
 o

f th
e p

u
lp

it, a
n

d
 R

ev
eren

d
 A

b
ern

a
th

y
 ta

llied
 IL

 
little d

o-h
ick

ey' an
d

 h
e said

. 'I w
an

t you
 to tell M

r. H
oover, I d

on
't w

an
t it u

n
d

er 
h

ere w
h

ere th
ere is a

 w
h

o
le lo

t o
f sta

tic. I w
a
n

t h
im

 to
 g

et it stra
ig

h
t,' a

n
d

 h
e 

p
rea

ch
ed

 to
 th

e little b
u

g
."

 (A
n

d
rew

 Y
o
u

n
g
 testim

o
n

y
. 2

/1
9
/7

6
, p

. 5
6
.) 

m
  L

etter fro
m

 F
B

I to
 S

en
a

te S
elect C

o
m

m
ittee, 7

/2
1

/7
5

. p
p

. 4
-5

. (T
h

e B
u
ren

ii 

a
lso

 a
u

th
o

rized
 th

e in
sta

lla
tio

n
 o

f a
 m

icro
p

h
o

n
e at th

e P
a
rk

 S
h

era
to

n
 H

o
tel In

 

N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 o
n

 M
a
rch

 2
9
. 1

9
6
5
, b

u
t D

r. K
in

g
 d

id
 not sta

y
 a

t th
e h

otel an
d

 th
e 

co
v

era
g

e w
a

s term
in

a
ted

.) 

K
in

g
 a

s th
e lea

d
er o

f th
e civ

il rig
h

ts m
o
v
em

en
t.'"

"
 B

y
 1

9
6
5
, 

referen
ces to d

iscred
itin

g efforts h
ad

 b
een

 d
rop

p
ed

, an
d

 d
ocu

m
en

ts 
requesting authorization for m

icrophones m
entioned only the purpose 

of obtaining inform
ation about possible com

m
unist influences.'" T

he 
details of the B

ureau's efforts to underm
ine D

r. K
ing are discussed in 

the ensuing chapters. 
T

he first m
icrophones w

ere installed about tw
o w

eeks after a D
ecem

-
b

er 23, 1963. F
B

I con
feren

ce at w
h

ich
 m

eth
od

s of "n
eu

tralizin
g" D

r. 
K

in
g w

ere exp
lored

."" M
icrop

h
on

e su
rveillan

ce w
as again

 d
iscu

ssed
 

at an
 all-d

ay con
feren

ce at F
B

I H
ead

q
u

arters in
 P

eh
ru

ary 1964, 
atten

d
ed

 b
y rep

resen
tatives of th

e F
B

I lab
oratory "

p
rep

aratory to 
effectin

g coverage of th
e activities of M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g, Jr., an
d

 
h

is associates in
 H

on
olu

lu
."

 "
° Ju

stifyin
g th

e n
eed

 for m
icrop

h
on

e 
coverage. th

e C
h

ief of th
e F

B
I's In

tern
al S

ecu
rity S

ection
 w

rote th
at 

the F
B

I w
as "attem

pting" to obtain inform
ation about "the [private] 

activities of D
r. K

in
g an

d
 h

is associates'.  so th
at D

r. K
in

g cou
ld

 b
e 

"com
pletely°  discredited." "0  

T
he F

B
I m

em
orandum

 authorizing the placem
ent, of the first m

icro-
phone on D

r. K
ing—

at the W
illard H

otel in early January 1964—
gave 

as a basis "the intelligence and counterintelligence possibilities w
hich 

th
orou

gh
 coverage of D

r. K
in

g's activities m
igh

t d
evelop

. . . ."
 

T
h

e W
illard

 H
otel "

b
u

g-
  yield

ed
 19 reels of tap

e. A
 m

em
oran

d
u

m
 

sum
m

arizing the tapes w
as sent to the D

irector w
ith W

illiam
 Sullivan's 

recom
m

endation that it be show
n to W

alter Jenkins, P
resident John-

son's Special A
ssistant, "inasm

uch as D
r. K

ing is seeking an appoint-
m

en
t w

ith
 P

resid
en

t Joh
n

son
."

 "2  C
arth

a D
. D

eL
oach

, A
ssistan

t to 
the D

irector. show
ed the sum

m
ary m

em
orandum

 to Jenkins, and later 
w

rote : 
I told

 Jen
k

in
s th

at th
e D

irector in
d

icated
 I sh

ou
ld

 leave th
is 

attachm
ent w

ith him
 if he desired to let the P

resident person-
ally read it. Jenkins m

entioned that he w
as sufficiently aw

are 
of th

e facts th
at lie cou

ld
 verb

ally ad
vise th

e P
resid

en
t of 

th
e m

atter. Jen
k

in
s w

as of th
e op

in
ion

 th
at th

e F
B

I cou
ld

 
p

erform
 a good

 service to th
e cou

n
try if th

is m
atter cou

ld
 

som
eh

ow
 b

e con
fid

en
tially given

 to m
em

b
ers of th

e p
ress. I 

m
  Sete, 

fo
r ex

a
m

p
le, M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

 to
 A

la
n

 B
elm

o
n

t, 
1/6/64; m

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 1/23/64. 

S
om

e B
u

reau
 w

itn
esses h

ave su
ggested

 th
at th

e m
icrop

h
on

es w
ere in

stalled
 on

ly 
to In

tercep
t con

versation
s b

etw
een

 D
r. K

in
g an

d
 oth

er In
d

ivid
u

als, su
ch

 as A
d

-
viser A

. to d
eterm

in
e th

e exten
t of com

m
u

n
ist In

flu
en

ce over K
in

g. T
h

e B
u

reau
, 

h
ow

ever, w
as u

n
ab

le to p
rod

u
ce an

y evid
en

ce th
at It h

ad
 an

ticip
ated

 m
eetin

gs be-
tw

een
 D

r. K
in

g an
d

 A
d

viser A
 or b

etw
een

 D
r. K

in
g an

d
 an

y oth
er of h

is ad
visers 

w
h

om
 the B

u
rea

u
 a

lleg
ed

 h
a
d

 co
m

m
u

n
ist co

n
n

ectio
n

s o
n

 th
e in

itia
l o

cca
sio

n
s 

w
h

en
 m

icrop
h

on
es w

ere used. 
• 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 10/29/65; 
.ln

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 11/29/65. 

' 
M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

 to
 A

la
n

 B
elm

o
n

t, 1
/1

3
/6

4
. T

h
is co

n
-

terence a
n

d
 th

e F
B

I's a
ttem

p
ts to

 d
iscred

it K
in

g
 a

re d
iscu

ssed
 in

fra
. p

p
. 1

3
3
 

at seq. 
'M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 F
red

erick
 B

a
u

m
g
a
rd

n
er to

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

, 2
/4

/6
4
. 

"
' B

au
m

gard
n

er m
em

oran
d

u
m

, 1
/2

8
/8

4
. 

"
'M

em
o

ra
n

d
u

m
 fro

m
 W

illia
m

 S
u

lliv
a

n
 to

 A
la

n
 B

elm
o

n
t, 1

/6
/6

4
.  

m
  M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 1/13/64. T
h

e m
em

o-
ran

d
u

m
 d

id
 n

ot in
d

icate h
ow

 th
e in

form
ation

 h
ad

 b
een

 ob
tain

ed
. 



1
2
1
 

'M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 C

arth
a D

. D
eL

oach
 to .1. E

d
gar H

oover, 1/14/64. Jen
k

in
-

told
 m

em
b

ers of C
om

m
ittee staff In

 an
 in

form
al in

terview
 th

at b
e b

ad
 n

ever 

su
ggested

 d
issem

in
atin

g d
erogatory m

aterial ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
g to th

e p
leas. (S

taff 

sum
m

ary of In
terview

 w
ith

 W
alter Jen

k
in

s, 12/1,15, p
. 2.) T

h
e C

om
m

ittee d
id

 

n
ot tak

e Jen
k

in
s testim

on
y b

ecau
se Jen

k
in

s inform
ed th

e C
om

m
ittee th

at h
e 

w
as ill. 
'M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

.S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 1/28/64. 
A

irtel, S
p

ecial A
gen

t in
 ch

arge, S
an

 F
ran

cisco, to F
B

I D
irector. 2/25/64. 

"
T

h
e F

B
I also covered

 D
r. K

in
g%

 activates w
ith

 p
h

otograp
h

ic su
rveillan

ce 

m
em

orandum
 

fro
m

 F
red

erick
 B

a
u

m
g
a
rd

n
er to

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

, 3
/“

. 4  

T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 d
id

 n
ot sh

ow
 h

ow
 th

e In
form

ation
 h

ad
 b

een
 ob

tain
ed

. 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 7/2/ 64 . 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 7/15' 04  
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H
o
o
v
er w

ro
te o

n
 th

e m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

, "S
en

d
 to

 Jen
k
in

s." T
h
e su

m
-

m
ary

 m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 an
d
 a co

v
er letter w

ere sen
t to

 Jen
k
in

s o
n
 

Ju
ly

 1
7
." 

It sh
o
u
ld

 also
 b

e n
o
ted

 th
at D

r. K
in

g
's activ

ities at th
e D

em
o
cratic 

N
atio

n
al C

o
n
v
en

tio
n
 in

 A
tlan

tic C
ity

, N
ew

 Jersey
 in

 A
u
g
u
st 1

9
6
4
 

w
ere clo

sely
 m

o
n
ito

red
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I. M
icro

p
h
o
n
es w

ere n
o
t in

stalled
 

o
n
 th

at o
ccasio

n
, alth

o
u
g
h
 w

iretap
s w

ere p
laced

 o
n
 D

r. K
in

g
's h

o
tel 

room
 phone_ T

he stated justification for the w
iretap w

as the investi-

g
atio

n
 o

f p
o
ssib

le co
m

m
u
n
ist in

flu
en

ce an
d
 th

e fact th
at D

r. K
ing 

m
ay

 in
d
u
lg

e in
 a h

u
n
g
er fast as a m

ean
s o

f p
ro

test."'"' A
 	

at deal  
o
f p

o
ten

tially
 u

sefu
l p

o
litical in

fo
rm

atio
n
 w

as o
b
tain

ed
 fro

m
 th

is 

w
iretap and dissem

inated to the W
hite H

ouse."' 
T

he m
em

orandum
 authorizing m

icrophone coverage of D
r. K

ing's 
ro

o
m

 in
 S

av
an

n
ah

, G
eo

rg
ia d

u
rin

g
 th

e an
n
u
al S

C
L

C
 co

n
feren

ce in
 

S
eptem

ber and O
ctober 1964 described surveillance as necessary be-

cau
se it w

ap
 "ex

p
ected

 th
at attem

p
ts w

ill ag
ain

 b
e m

ad
e to

 ex
ert in

-

fluence upon the S
C

L
C

 and in particular on K
in

g
 by com

m
unists."'"" 

'T
h
e sev

en
 "b

u
g
s" in

 D
r. K

in
g
's ro

o
m

s d
u
rin

g
 v

isits to
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 

_from
 January to N

ovem
ber 1965 w

ere justified in contem
poraneous 

in
tern

al F
B

I m
em

o
ran

d
a b

y
 an

ticip
ated

 m
eetin

g
s o

f D
r. K

in
g
 w

ith
 

several people w
hom

 the F
B

I claim
ed had affiliations w

ith the C
om

-

m
unist P

arty."' N
o m

ention w
as m

ade of the possibility of obtaining 

private life m
aterial in m

em
oranda concerning these "bugs.-

  1"
 

Z
. E

vidence B
earing on W

hether the A
ttorneys G

eneral A
u-

thorized or K
new

 A
bout the M

icrophone Surveillance of 
D

r. K
ing 

In sum
m

ary, it is clear that the F
B

I never requested perm
ission for 

installing m
icrophones to cover D

r. K
ing from

 A
ttorney G

eneral K
en-

nedy, and there is no evidence that it ever directly inform
ed him

 that 

it w
as using m

icrophones. T
here is som

e question, how
ever. concerning 

w
h
eth

er th
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral u

ltim
ately

 realized
 th

at th
e F

B
I w

as 

u
sin

g
 "b

u
g
s" b

ecau
se o

f th
e n

atu
re o

f th
e in

fo
rm

atio
n
 th

at h
e w

as 
being sent. 

E
vidence concerning A

ttorney G
eneral K

atzenbach's know
ledge of 

m
icrophone surveillance of D

r. P
iing is contradictory. In M

arch 1965, 

K
atzen

b
ach

 req
u
ired

 th
e F

B
I fo

r th
e first tim

e to
 seek

 th
e Ju

stice 

D
epartm

ent's approval for all m
icrophone installations. T

he F
B

I has 

given the C
om

m
ittee docum

ents w
hich indicate that K

atzenbach w
as 

L
etter from

 J. E
d

gar H
oover to W

alter Jen
k

in
s, 7/17/64. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t, 8/21/64. 

'T
h

e F
B

I's su
rv

eilla
n

ce o
f D

r. K
in

g
 a

n
d

 o
th

er civ
il rig

h
ts lea

d
ers a

t th
e 

A
tlan

tic C
ity D

em
ocratic N

ation
al C

on
ven

tion
 h

i d
iscu

ssed
 at len

gth
 in

 a sep
arate 

ataff rep
ort d

ealin
g w

ith
 electron

ic su
rveillan

ce. 
'M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 9/28/94- 

116  M
em

oran
d

a from
 Josep

h
 M

ao° to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 1/8/65, 1/29/65, an

d
 

6/13/65; m
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t. 10/14/65; 

rand
a from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 10/29/66 an

d
 11/28/65. 

'P
ossib

le reason
s th

at th
e m

en
tion

 of th
e collection

 of p
rivate life m

aterial 

w
as d

rop
p

ed
 from

 F
B

I m
em

oran
d

a d
u

rin
g th

is p
eriod

 In
clu

d
e (1) th

e "
tru

ce"
 

betw
een

 D
r. K

in
g an

d
 th

e F
B

I after D
ecem

b
er 1964 (see, p

p
. 163 et eeq.) and 

(2
) th

e fact th
at after M

ay 1966 th
e F

B
I w

as req
u

ired
 to in

form
 th

e A
ttorn

ey 

G
en

eral of m
icrop

h
on

e su
rveillan

ce an
d

 d
id

 n
ot w

an
t to leave a "

p
ap

er record
"

 
referrin

g to th
e F

B
I's p

rogram
 to d

iscred
it D

r. 
K

in
g.  

to
ld

 h
im

 th
e D

irecto
r h

ad
 th

is in
 m

in
d
, h

o
w

ev
er, h

e also
 b

e-

liev
ed

 w
e sh

o
u
ld

 o
b
tain

 ad
d
itio

n
al in

fo
rm

atio
n
 p

rio
r to

 d
is-

cu
ssin

g
 it w

ith
 certain

 frien
d
s.'" 

T
h
e F

B
I w

as ap
p
aren

tly
 en

co
u
rag

ed
 b

y
 th

e in
tellig

en
ce affo

rd
ed

 

"b
u
g
s" an

d
 b

y
 th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se's recep

tiv
en

ess to
 th

at ty
p
e o

f in
fo

r-

m
atio

n
. A

 m
icro

p
h
o
n
e w

as in
stalled

 at th
e S

h
ro

ed
er H

o
tel in

 M
il. 

w
au

k
ee tw

o
 w

eeks later, b
u
t w

as d
eclared

 "u
n
p
ro

d
u
ctiv

e
-  beeall... • 

"th
ere w

ere n
o
 activ

ities o
f in

terest d
ev

elo
p
ed

."'" D
r. K

in
g
's v

isit 

H
o
n
o
lu

lu
 in

 m
id

-F
e
b
ru

a
ry

 1
9
6
4
 w

a
s c

o
v
e
re

d
 b

y
 a

 sq
u
a
d
 lir -

su
rv

eillan
ce ex

p
erts b

ro
u
g
h
t in

 fo
r th

e o
ccasio

n
 fro

m
 S

an
 F

ran
cisco

. 

O
n
e o

f th
ese ex

p
erts w

as d
escrib

ed
 in

 a B
u
reau

 m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 as th
e 

"m
o
st ex

p
erien

ced
, m

o
st in

g
en

io
u
s, m

o
st u

n
ru

ffled
, m

o
st co

m
p
eten

t 

so
u
n
d
 m

an
 fo

r th
is ty

p
e o

f o
p
eratio

n
 in

 th
e S

an
 F

ran
cisco

 O
f fice:" 

another w
as chosen because he had "sh...w

ri unusual ingenuity. persis. 

ten
ce, an

d
 d

eterm
in

atio
n
 in

 m
ak

in
g
 m

icro
p
h
o
n
e in

stallatio
n
s:" an

d
 

th
ird

 h
ad

 "b
een

 ab
so

lu
tely

 fearless in
 th

ese ty
p
es o

f o
p
eratio

n
s fo

r 

o
v
er tw

elv
e y

ears." '" M
o
re th

an
 tw

en
ty

 reels o
f tap

e .  w
ere obtainoi 

d
u
rin

g
 D

r. K
in

g
's stay

 in
 H

o
n
o
lu

lu
 an

d
 h

is so
jo

u
rn

 in
 L

o
s A

n
g
ele-

im
m

ed
iately

 afterw
ard

.'" D
irecto

r H
o
o
v
er ag

reed
 to

 sen
d
 a co

p
y
 o

f 

m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 d
escrib

in
g
 th

e co
n
ten

ts o
f th

e tap
es to

 Jen
k
in

s an
d
 

A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral K
en

n
ed

y
 in

 o
rd

er to
: 

rem
ove all doubt from

 the A
ttorney G

eneral's m
ind as to the 

ty
p
e o

f p
erso

n
 K

in
g
 is. It w

ill p
ro

b
ab

ly
 also

 elim
in

ate K
in

g
 

from
 any participation in [a m

em
orial for P

resident K
ennedy 

w
h
ich

 th
e A

tto
rn

ey
 G

en
eral w

as h
elp

in
g
 to

 arran
g
e]." 

D
r. K

in
g
's stay

 in
 L

o
s A

n
g
eles in

 Ju
ly

 1
9
6
4
 w

as co
v
ered

 b
y
 b

o
th

 

w
iretaps and m

icrophones in his hotel room
. T

he w
iretap w

as intended 

to gain intelligence about D
r. K

ing's plans at the R
epublican N

ational 

C
onvention. M

icrophone surveillance w
as requested to attem

pt to ob-

tain
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 u

sefu
l in

 th
e cam

p
aig

n
s to

 d
iscred

it h
im

."' S
u
lli-

van's m
em

orandum
 describing the coverage w

as sent to H
oover w

ith 

a reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
 ag

ain
st d

issem
in

atio
n
 to

 th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se o

r d
i,- 

A
ttorney G

eneral : 
as in

 th
is in

stan
ce it is m

erely
 rep

etitio
u
s an

d
 d

o
es n

o
t h

av
e 

nearly the im
pact as prior such m

em
oranda. W

e are continu-

in
g
 to

 fo
llo

w
 clo

sely
 K

in
g
's activ

ities an
d
 g

ivin
g
 considera-

tion to every poeulibility for future sim
ilar coverage that w

ill 

add to our record on K
ing so that in the end he m

ight be dis-

credited and thus be rem
oved from

 his position of great stat-

ure in the N
egro com

m
unity."' 
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th
at it b

e d
istrib

u
ted

 to th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se, C
I,, 

S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t. D

efen
se D

ep
artm

en
t, an

d
 D

efen
se D

ep
artm

en
t cll . 

telligen
ce agen

cies.=
'° S

u
llivan

 testified
 th

at th
e p

u
rp

ose of th
e r ealm

_ 

grap
h

 w
as to "

d
iscred

it K
in

g."
 2 "

 
B

elm
o
n

t su
b

m
itted

 th
e m

o
n

o
g
ra

p
h

 to
 th

e D
irecto

r w
ith

  
a nF.I. 

sta
tin

g
: T

h
e attach

ed
 an

alysis of C
om

m
u

n
ism

 an
d

 th
e N

egro 1
1
1
0
V

t•- 

in
en

t 
is h

ig
h

ly
 ex

p
lo

siv
e. It ca

n
 b

e reg
a
rd

ed
 a

s a
 p

erso
n

a
l 

attack
 on

 M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g. T

h
ere is n

o d
ou

b
t it w

ill h
ave 

a h
eavy im

p
act on

 th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral an

d
 an

yon
e else to 

w
h

om
 w

e d
issem

in
ate.... 

T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 m
ak

es good
 read

in
g an

d
 is b

ased
 on

 in
-

form
ation

 from
 reliab

le sou
rces. W

e m
ay w

ell b
e ch

arged
. 

h
ow

ever. w
ith

 exp
ressin

g op
in

ion
s an

d
 con

clu
sion

s. p
articu

-

larly w
ith

 referen
ce to som

e of th
e statem

en
ts ab

ou
t. K

in
g. 

T
h

is m
em

oran
d

u
m

 m
ay startle th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral. p
ar-

ticu
la

rly
 in

 v
iew

 o
f h

is p
a
st a

sso
cia

tio
n

 w
ith

 K
in

g
. a

n
d

 th
e 

fact th
at w

e are d
issem

in
atin

g th
is ou

tsid
e th

e D
ep

artm
en

t. 

H
e m

ay resen
t th

is. N
everth

eless, th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 is a p

ow
er-

fu
l w

arn
in

g again
st C

om
m

u
n

ist in
flu

en
ce in

 th
e N

egro m
ove-

m
en

t, an
d

 w
e w

ill b
e carryin

g ou
t ou

r resp
on

sib
ility b

y d
is-

sem
in

atin
g it to th

e p
eop

le in
d

icated
 in

 th
e attach

ed
 m

em
o-

ran
d

u
m

.'"
 

T
h

e m
on

ograp
h

 w
as d

istrib
u

ted
 on

 O
ctob

er 18, 1963. O
n

e w
eek

 later. 

th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral called

 C
ou

rtn
ey E

van
s an

d
 stated

 th
at h

e h
ad

 

ju
st learn

ed
 th

at th
e A

rm
y h

ad
 received

 a cop
y of a rep

ort ab
ou

t D
r. 

K
in

g's alleged
 com

m
u

n
ist activities. E

van
s rep

orted
 to B

elm
on

t: 

H
e w

a
s o

b
v
io

u
sly

 irrita
ted

. H
e w

en
t o

n
 to

 a
sk

 if th
e A

rm
y
 

g
o
t co

p
ies o

f a
ll rep

o
rts su

b
m

itted
 to

 h
im

.... T
h

e A
tto

rn
ey

 

G
en

eral ask
ed

 w
h

at resp
on

sib
ilities th

e A
rm

y h
ad

 in
 relation

 

to th
e com

m
u

n
ist b

ack
grou

n
d

 of M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g. I told

 

th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral . . . th

at th
e A

rm
y h

ad
 an

 in
terest in

 

com
m

u
n

ist activities p
articu

larly in
 relation

 to racial m
atters 

b
ecau

se th
e m

ilitary h
ad

 to b
e called

 on
 if civil d

istu
rb

an
ces 

arisin
g ou

t of su
ch

 m
atters w

en
t b

eyon
d

 th
e ab

ility of civilian
 

au
th

orities. T
h

is exp
lan

ation
 seem

ed
 to serve n

o p
u

rp
ose?"

 

D
irector H

oover record
ed

 in
 a m

em
oran

d
u

m
 of th

e sam
e d

ate : 

T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral called
 an

d
 ad

vised
 m

e th
ere w

as a lot 

of talk
 at th

e P
en

tagon
 regard

in
g th

e d
ocu

m
en

t... .. T
h

e A
t-

torn
ey G

en
eral an

ticip
ated

 th
at th

is in
form

ation
 w

ou
ld

 leak
 

ou
t as th

e m
ilitary d

id
n

't lik
e th

e N
egroes. 

T
h

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral felt w
e sh

ou
ld

 get b
ack

 all cop
ies of 

th
e d

ocu
m

en
t. I told

 h
im

 . .. w
e w

ou
ld

 get th
em

 from
 all agen

- 

"
M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 Sullivan to A

lan B
elm

ont, 10/15/63. 

••• W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 testim

on
y, 11/1/75.p

. 49. 

" M
em

orandum
 from

 A
lan

 B
elm

on
t to C

lyd
e T

olson
, 10/17/63. H

oover w
rote in 

the m
argin "W

e m
ust do our d

u
ty

"
 a

n
d

 "
I a

m
 glad you recognize at last that 

there exists su
ch

 in
flu

en
ce."

 C
op

ies w
ere sen

t to th
e A

ttorn
ey G

eneral, the W
hite 

H
ouse. the Secretary of State, th

e D
irector of C

erftral In
telligen

ce, the S
ecreta

r' 

o
f D

efen
se, th

e D
irecto

r o
f N

a
v
a
l In

tellig
en

ce, th
e A

rm
y A

ssiatant C
h

ief of Staff 

for Intelligence, and th
e D

ep
a
rtm

en
t o

f S
p

ecia
l In

v
estig

a
tio

n
s o

f the A
ir F

orce 

"
M

em
orandum

 from
 C

ou
rtn

ey E
van

s to A
lan B

elm
ont, 10/25/63.  
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cies to w
h

ich
 th

ey w
ere d

issem
in

ated
.... I also told

 h
im

 if an
y 

n
ew

sp
ap

ers ask
ed

 ab
ou

t th
is, n

o com
m

en
t w

ou
ld

 b
e m

ad
e an

d
 

n
o m

en
tion

 w
ou

ld
 b

e m
ad

e th
at su

ch
 a d

ocu
m

en
t existed

.'"
 

A
ll copies w

ere recovered by O
ctober 28. 

B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all, A

ssistan
t A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral in

 ch
arge of th

e C
ivil 

B
igh

ts D
ivision

 u
n

d
er R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y. told

 th
e C

om
m

ittee th
at th

e 

m
on

ograp
h

 w
as: 

a
 p

erso
n

a
l d

ia
trib

e . . . a
 p

erso
n

a
l a

tta
ck

 w
ith

o
u

t ev
id

en
-

tia
ry

 su
p

p
o
rt o

n
 th

e ch
a
ra

cter, th
e m

o
ra

l ch
a
ra

cter a
n

d
 

p
erson

 of D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g, an
d

 it w
as on

ly p
erip

h
er-

ally related
 to an

yth
in

g su
b

stan
tive, lik

e w
h

eth
er or n

ot th
ere 

w
as com

m
u

n
ist in

filtration
 or in

flu
en

ce on
 th

e civil righ
ts 

m
ovem

en
t.... It w

as a p
erson

al attack
 on

 tee m
an

 an
d

 w
en

t 

fa
r
 a

fie
ld

 fr
o
m

 th
e
 c

h
a
r
g
e
s [o

f p
o
ssib

le
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ist 

in
flu

en
ce]. 22° 	

- 

M
arsh

all recalled
 th

at h
e h

ad
 b

een
 very "

irritated
"

 ab
ou

t th
e m

on
o-

p
h

 an
d

 th
at th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral h
ad

 "
th

ou
gh

t it w
as ou

trageou
s."

 

e rem
em

b
ered

 th
at th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral h
ad

 ord
ered

 th
e m

on
o-

grap
h

 w
ith

d
raw

n
, b

u
t d

id
 n

ot k
n

ow
 if th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral h
ad

 tak
en

 

an
y fu

rth
er step

s to rep
rim

an
d

 th
e B

u
reau

.'"
 

B
. T

h
e F

B
I P

la
n

s Its C
am

paign T
o D

iscredit hr. K
ing : D

ecem
ber 23, 

1963 

O
n

 D
ecem

b
er 23, 1963, a n

in
e-h

ou
r con

feren
ce w

as h
eld

 at F
B

I 

h
ead

q
u

arters to d
iscu

ss M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g. In

 atten
d

an
ce w

ere A
s-

ten
t D

irector S
u

llivan
, In

tern
al S

ecu
rity S

ection
 C

h
ief F

red
erick

 

au
m

gard
n

er, th
ree oth

er F
B

I h
ead

q
u

arters officials. an
d

 tw
o agen

ts 

from
 th

e F
B

I's A
tlan

ta F
ield

 O
ffice. 

A
 p

rep
a
red

 list o
f tw

en
ty

-o
n

e p
ro

p
o
sa

ls w
a
s p

resen
ted

 a
n

d
 d

is-

cu
ssed

. T
h

e p
rop

osals raised
 th

e p
ossib

ility of "
u

sin
g-

  m
in

isters, "
d

is-

gru
n

tled
"

 acq
u

ain
tan

ces. "
aggressive"

 n
ew

sm
en

, "
colored

"
 agen

ts. D
r. 

-K
in

g
's h

o
u

sek
eep

er, a
n

d
 ev

en
 su

g
g
ested

 u
sin

g
 D

r. K
in

g
's w

ife o
r 

"
p

la
cin

g
 a

 g
o
o
d

 lo
o
k

in
g
 fem

a
le p

la
n

t in
 K

in
g
's o

ffice."
 211  A

n
 

ou
n

t of th
e m

eetin
g w

ritten
 b

y W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 em

p
h

asized
 th

at 

e B
u

reau
 m

u
st tak

e a "
d

iscreet ap
p

roach
"

 in
 d

evelop
in

g in
form

a-

on
 ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g for u
se "

at an
 op

p
ortu

n
e tim

e in
 a cortm

terin
telli- 

"M
em

orandum
 from

 J
. E

d
g
a
r H

o
o
v
er to

 C
ly

d
e T

o
lso

n
. A

la
n

 B
elm

o
n

t, J
o
h

n
 

M
oh

r, C
arth

a D
eL

oach
, A

lex H
aw

n
, an

d
 W

illiam
 Sullivan, 10/25/63. 

"B
urke M

arshall testim
ony, 3

/3
/1

6
, p

. 3
2
. C

a
rl T

. R
o
w

a
n

. th
en

 D
irecto

r o
f 

U
S

IA
, w

a
s sen

t a cop
y of th

e m
on

ograp
h

. In
 a n

ew
sp

ap
er article In

 1969. R
ow

an
 

"
w

ro
te, "

(p
)erh

a
p

s th
is Is th

e tim
e fo

r m
e to

 rev
ea

l th
a
t I have read

 the 
F

B
I 

p
o
rts b

a
sed

 o
n

 electro
n

ic su
rv

eilla
n

ce o
f th

e la
te N

o
b

el P
rise-w

in
n

er. I k
n

o
w

 

w
 m

u
ch

 d
irt th

e F
B

I h
a
s du

g u
p

, an
d

 90 p
ercen

t of it is b
arn

-yard
 goalie th

at 

n
o
th

in
g
 to

 d
o
 w

ith
 'internal security' or `M

arxist influences." (C
arl T

. 

w
an, "F

B
I W

on't T
alk A

bout A
dditional W

iretapping.," T
he W

ashington 

C
. E

vening Star, 6/20/60, p. A
-13) 

▪
 M

arshall testim
ony, 3/3/76, p. 34. 

▪
 F

B
I w

ork paper, "Q
uestions T

o B
e E

xplored at C
onference 12/23/63 

re: 

C
om

m
u

n
ist In

flu
b

n
ce in

 R
acial M

atters."
 

T
h

e B
u

rea
u

 su
b

seq
u

en
tly

 co
n

a
ld

ered
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 o

f g
ettin

g
 D

etro
it p

o
lice- 

to raid
 D

r. K
in

g's h
otel room

 in
 M

arch
 1964 and kept abreast of the M

iam
i 

ce force's plans to raid D
r. K

ing's hotel room
 in 1966 (U

nsigned B
ureau 

orandam
, "For T

elephonic B
riefing of D

etroit O
ffice ;" A

irtel, M
iam

i O
fB

ee to 

actor, F
B

I, 5/23/66). 
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D
r. K

ing had to be held in confidence, and the board of trustees w
as 

rt 

governed by "liberals." 15,  

-'4. A
ttem

pts to D
iscredit D

r. K
in

g w
ith

 C
h

u
rch

es 

O
n June 12, 1964, W

illiam
 Sullivan w

rote a m
em

orandum
 stating 

that he had been contacted by the G
eneral Secretary of the N

ational 

C
ou

n
cil of th

e C
h

u
rch

es of C
h

rist S
u

llivan
 rep

orted
 th

at. 	
took 

the liberty of advising [him
] confidentally of the fact that D

r. M
artin 

L
uther K

ing not only left a great deal to be desired from
 the stand-

point of C
om

m
unism

, but also from
 the standpoint of personal con- 

duct." Sullivan observed : 
I think that w

e have sow
ed an idea here w

hich m
ay do som

e 

good
. I w

ill follow
 u

p
 on

 th
e m

atter very d
iscreetly to see 

w
hat desirable results m

ay em
anate therefrom

.'" 

Sullivan m
et again w

ith the G
eneral Secretary in m

id-D
ecem

ber 

1964 and reported that the G
eneral Secretary had assured him

 "steps 

have been taken by the N
ational C

ouncil of the C
hurches of C

hrist to 

m
ake certain from

 this tim
e on that M

artin L
uther K

ing w
ill never 

get 'one single dollar' of financial support from
 the N

ational C
ouncil." 

S
u

llivan
 rep

orted
 th

at th
e S

ecretary stated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 d

iscu
ssed

 

D
r. K

in
g's b

ack
grou

n
d

 w
ith

 som
e "'key" protestant clergym

en w
ho 

w
ere "horrified." Sullivan aim

 noted that the Secretary said that he 

also in
ten

d
ed

 to d
iscu

ss th
e m

atter w
ith

 R
oy W

ilk
in

s to p
ersu

ad
e 

W
ilk

in
s "

th
at N

egro lead
ers sh

ou
ld

 com
p

letely isolate K
in

g an
d

 

rem
ove h

im
 from

 th
e role h

e is n
ow

 occu
p

yin
g in

 civil righ
ts 

activities." 241  
O

n D
ecem

ber 8;1964, the D
irector authorized the disclosure of infor-

m
ation

 ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
g srson

al life to an
 in

fl uential m
em

ber of the 

B
aptist W

orld A
lliance ( B

W
A

), so that he could pass the inform
a-

tion along to the G
eneral Secretary of B

W
A

, and to B
W

A
 P

rogram
 

C
om

m
ittee m

em
bers, to prevent the C

om
m

ittee from
 inviting D

r. K
ing 

to address the B
W

A
's 1965 C

ongress in M
iam

i B
each. T

he D
irector 

rejected a proposal, how
ever, for "arranging for [certain B

W
A

 m
em

-

bers] to listen to sources w
e have concerning this m

atter. -  " 2  

b. A
ttem

pts to D
iscredit D

r. K
in

g W
ith

 th
e P

ope 

O
n A

ugust, 31, 1964, the F
B

I learned that D
r. K

ing, w
ho w

as going 

to be touring E
urope in Septem

ber, m
ight have plans to visit the P

ope. 

Internal Security Section C
hief B

aum
gardner o b served: 

It w
ou

ld
 b

e sh
ock

in
g in

d
eed

 for su
ch

 an
 u

n
scru

p
u

lou
s 

character as K
ing to receive an audience w

ith the P
ope. It is 

b
elieved

 th
at if a p

lan
 to see th

e P
op

e is in
 th

e m
alti ng, it 

ought to be nipped in the bud. W
e have considered dillerent 

p
oesib

ilities for m
eetin

g th
is p

rob
lem

 an
d

 b
elieve th

at th
e 

best one w
ould be to have A

ssistant D
irector M

alone of the 

N
ew

 Y
ork office personally contact F

rancis C
ardinal Spell-

M
an and on a highly confidential basis bring to the C

ardinal's 

attention the fact that K
ing is to visit R

om
e.... 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 C

arth
a D

eL
oach

 to Joh
n

 M
oh

r, 4/8/64. D
eL

oach
 stated

 

th
at be w

ou
ld

 "
d

en
y an

y su
ch

 in
form

ation
 h

ad
 b

een
 fu

rn
ish

ed
"

 if th
e om

en
] 

told
 an

yon
e th

at th
e F

B
I h

ad
 b

riefed
 h

im
. 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t 12/16/84. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t. 12/16/ 6 4. 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 M
ilton

 Jon
es toC

arth
a D

eL
oach

, 12/8/64. 
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M
alone should be able to im

press upon the C
ardinal the 

likely em
barrassm

ent that m
ay result to the P

ope should he 

grant K
ing an audience and K

ing is later discredited."' 

O
n Septem

ber 8, B
aum

gardner reported : 

M
alon

e called
 tod

ay an
d

 stated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 d

iscu
ssed

 th
e 

situ
ation

 w
ith

 C
ard

in
al S

p
ellm

an
 over th

e w
eek

en
d

 an
d

 

h
e said

 th
at th

e C
ard

in
al took

 in
stan

t step
s to ad

vise th
e 

V
atican against granting any audience to K

in
g  . . C

a
rd

i-

nal Spellm
an is going to R

om
e next w

eek . . . and thus w
ill 

be on the scene personally and further insure that. the P
ope is 

not placed in an em
barrassing position through any contact 

w
ith

 K
in

g.'"
 

T
he F

B
I's efforts w

ere to no avail. T
he P

ope m
et w

ith D
r. K

in
g. T

he 

D
irector w

rote across the m
em

oranda inform
ing him

 of that m
eeting. 

"astounding,92and "I am
 am

azed that the P
ope gave an audience to 

such a [excised by F
B

I]."' T
he D

irector then initiated inquiries into 

the reason for the failure of this project. 

B
. T

h
e A

ttem
pt to D

iscredit D
r. K

in
g D

u
rin

g H
is R

eceipt of 

th
e N

obel P
eace P

rize 

O
n O

ctober 14, 1964, M
artin L

uther K
ing w

as nam
ed to w

in the 

N
obel P

eace P
rize. H

e received the prize in E
urope on D

ecem
ber 10. 

1965. T
he F

B
I took m

easures to dam
pen D

r. K
ing's w

elcom
e, both in 

E
urope and on his return hom

e. 

O
n N

ovem
ber 22, 1964—

tw
o w

eeks before D
r. K

ing's trip to receive 

the prize—
the D

om
estic Intelligence D

ivision assem
bled a thirteen- 

page 
	printed version of the m

onograph w
hich A

ttorney G
en- 

eral 
	had ordered recalled in O

ctober 1963.2" A
 copy w

as sent 

to B
ill M

eyers, Special A
ssistant to the P

resident, on D
ecem

ber 1,1964, 

w
ith a letter requesting his advice concerning w

hether the m
onograph 

should also be distributed to "responsible officials in the E
xecutive 

B
ran

ch
."

 M
oyers gave his perm

ission on D
ecem

ber 7,'" and copies 

w
ere distributed to the heads of several executive agencies.'" 

Inform
ation about D

r. K
ing's private life w

as also m
ade available 

to U
nited N

ations representatives A
dlai Stevenson and R

alph B
unche, 

w
ho the B

ureau had learned w
ere being considered as possible par- 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 8/31/84, 

I, . 1. 
T

h
e C

h
ief of th

e S
ecu

rity
 S

ectio
n
 reco

m
m

en
d
ed

: 

"It ap
p
ro

v
ed

, A
ssistan

t D
irecto

r lialo
n
e sh

o
u
ld

 p
erson

ally orally b
rief F

ran
cis 

C
ard

in
al S

p
ellm

an
 in

 acco
rd

an
ce w

ith
 th

e attach
ed

 T
op

 S
ecret su

m
m

ary [con
-

tain
in

g in
form

ation
 ab

ou
t D

r, K
in

g's p
rivate life] ... T

h
is is th

e sam
e su

m
m

ary 

w
e p

reviou
sly u

sed
 In

 p
reven

tin
g K

in
g's receivin

g an
 h

on
orary d

egree from
 

M
arq

u
ette U

n
iversity."

 (B
au

m
gard

n
er to S

u
llivan

, 8131/64.) 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 9/8/64. 

"
D

irecto
r's n

o
tes o

n
 U

P
I relea

se, 9
/8

/6
4
, a

n
d

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 H
ero

ld
 T

rib
u

n
e, 

9/19/64. 
'

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t, 11/22/64. S

ee p
p

. 131 

et gee. 

'

▪
 

 L
etter from

 J. E
d

ger H
oover to B

ill M
oyers, 12/1/64. 

M
em

orandum
 from

 C
artha D

eL
oach to John M

ohr, 12/7/64. 

C
op

ies w
ere d

istrib
u

ted
 to A

ctin
g A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral N

ich
olas K

atten
b

ach
, 

th
e S

ecretaries of S
tate an

d
 D

efen
se, th

e D
irector of th

e C
IA

, an
d

 th
e beads of 

th
e M

ilitary In
telligen

ce agen
cies, as w

ell as to U
S

IA
. 
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D
r. K

in
g h

ad
 to b

e h
eld

 in
 con

fid
en

ce, an
d

 th
e b

oard
 of tru

stees w
as 

govern
ed

 b
y "

lib
erals."

 2"
  

4. A
ttem

pts to D
iscredit D

r. K
in

g w
ith

. C
h

u
rch

es 

O
n

 Ju
n

e 12. 1964, W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 w

rote a m
em

oran
d

u
m

 statin
g 

th
at h

e h
ad

 b
een

 con
tacted

 b
y th

e G
en

eral S
ecretary of th

e N
ation

al 

C
ou

n
cil of th

e C
h

u
rch

es of C
h

rist. S
u

llivan
 rep

orted
 th

at, "
1 took

 

th
e lib

er of ad
visin

g [h
im

] con
fid

en
tally of th

e fact th
at D

r. M
artin

 

L
u

th
er K

in
g n

ot on
ly left a great d

eal to b
e d

esired
 from

 th
e stan

d
-

p
oin

t of C
ou

u
n

u
n

ism
, b

u
t also from

 th
e stan

d
p

oin
t of p

erson
al con

-

duct." Sullivan observed : 
I th

in
k

 th
at w

e h
ave sow

ed
 an

 id
ea h

ere w
h

ich
 m

ay d
o som

e 

good
. I w

ill follow
 u

p
 on

 th
e m

atter very d
iscreetly to see 

w
hat desirable results m

ay em
anate therefioni. 2"

 

S
u

llivan
 m

etagain
 w

ith
 th

e G
en

eral S
ecretary in

 m
id

-D
ecem

b
er 

1964 an
d

 rep
orted

 th
at th

e G
en

eral S
ecretary h

ad
 assu

red
 h

im
 "step

s 

h
ave b

een
 tak

en
 b

y th
e N

ation
al C

ou
n

cil of th
e C

h
u

rch
es of C

h
rist to 

m
ak

e certain
 from

 th
is tim

e on
 th

at M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g w

ill n
ever 

get on
e sin

gle d
ollar' of fin

an
cial su

p
p

ort from
 th

e N
ation

al C
ou

n
cil. -  

S
u

llivan
 rep

orted
 th

at th
e S

ecretary stated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 d

iscu
ssed

 

D
r. K

in
g's b

ack
grou

n
d

 w
ith

 son
ic "

k
ey"

 p
rotestan

t clergym
en

 w
h

o 

w
ere "

h
orrified

.' S
u

llivan
 elm

 n
oted

 th
at th

e S
ecretary said

 th
at h

e 

also in
ten

d
ed

 to d
iscu

ss th
e m

atter w
ith

 R
oy W

ilk
in

s to p
ersu

ad
e 

W
ilk

in
s th

a
t N

eg
ro

 lea
d

ers sh
o
u

ld
 co

m
p

letely
 iso

la
te K

in
g
 a

n
d

 

rem
o
v
e h

im
 fro

m
 th

e ro
le h

e is n
o
w

 o
ccu

p
y
in

g
 in

 civ
il rig

h
ts 

activities."
 2"  

O
n D

ecem
ber 8, 1964, the D

irector authorized the disclosure of infor- 

m
ation

 ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
g's p

erson
al life to an

 in
flu

en
tial m

em
b

er of th
e 

B
ap

tist W
orld

 A
llian

ce (B
W

A
), so th

at h
e cou

ld
 p

ass th
e in

form
a-

tion
 alon

g to th
e G

en
eral S

ecretary of B
W

A
, an

d
 to B

W
A

 P
rogram

 

C
om

m
ittee m

em
bers, to prevent the C

om
m

ittee from
 inviting D

r. K
ing 

to ad
d

ress th
e B

W
A

's 1965 C
on

gress in
 M

iam
i B

each
. T

h
e D

irector 

rejected
 a p

rop
osal, h

ow
ever, for "

arran
gin

g for [certain
 B

W
A

 m
em

-

bers] to listen to sources w
e have concerning this m

atter." "
2
  

5. A
ttem

pts to D
iscredit D

r. K
in

g w
ith

 th
e P

ope 

O
n

 A
u

gu
st 31, 1964 . , th

e F
B

I learn
ed

 th
at D

r. K
in

g, w
h

o w
as goin

g 

to be touring E
urope in Septem

ber, m
ight have plans to visit the P

ope. 

Internal Security Section C
hief B

aum
gardner observed : 

. It w
ou

ld
 b

e sh
ock

in
g, in

d
eed

 for su
ch

 an
 u

n
scru

p
u

lou
s 

ch
aracter as K

in
g to receive an

 au
d

ien
ce w

ith
 th

e P
op

e. It is 

b
elieved

 th
at if a p

lan
 to see th

e P
op

e is in
 th

e m
a lti n

g, it 

ou
gh

t to b
e n

ip
p

ed
 in

 th
e b

u
d

. W
e h

ave con
sid

ered
 d

ifferen
t 

p
ossib

ilities for m
eetin

g th
is p

rob
lem

 an
d

 b
elieve th

at th
e 

b
est on

e w
ou

ld
 b

e to h
ave A

ssistan
t D

irector M
alon

e of th
e 

N
ew

 Y
ork

 office p
erson

ally con
tact F

ran
cis C

ard
in

al S
p

ell-

inan and on a highly confidential basis bring to the C
ardinal's 

atten
tion

 th
e fact th

at K
in

g - is to visit R
om

e.... 

'M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 C

arth
a D

eL
oach

 to Joh
n

 M
oh

r, 4/8/64. D
eL

oach
 stated

 

th
at b

e w
ou

ld
 "

d
en

y an
y su

ch
 in

form
ation

 h
ad

 b
een

 fu
rn

ish
ed

"
 If th

e nflicial 

told
 an

yon
e th

at th
e F

B
I h

ad
 b

riefed
 h

im
. 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 12/18/64. 

"
'M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t. 12/18/64. 

"
M

em
on

u
slu

m
 from

 M
ilton

 Jon
es to earth

' neL
oach,12/9/64. 
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M
alon

e sh
ou

ld
 b

e ab
le to im

p
ress u

p
on

 th
e C

ard
in

al th
e 

lik
ely em

b
arrassm

en
t th

at m
ay resu

lt to th
e P

op
e sh

ou
ld

 h
e 

gran
t K

in
g an

 au
d

ien
ce an

d
 K

in
g is later d

iscred
ited

."
' 

O
n Septem

ber 8, B
aum

gardner reported : 

M
alon

e called
 tod

ay an
d

 stated
 th

at h
e h

ad
 d

iscu
ssed

 th
e 

situ
ation

 w
ith

 C
ard

in
al S

p
ellm

an
 over th

e w
eek

en
d

 an
d

 

h
e said

 th
at th

e C
ard

in
al took

 in
stan

t step
s 
	ad

vise th
e 

V
atican

 again
st gran

tin
g an

y au
d

ien
ce to K

in
g
 . . . C

a
rd

i-

n
al S

p
ellm

an
 is goin

g to R
om

e n
eat w

eek
 . . . an

d
 th

u
s w

ill 

be on the scene personally and further insure that the P
ope is 

n
ot p

laced
 in

 an
 em

b
arrassin

g p
osition

 th
rou

gh
 an

y con
tact 

w
ith

 K
in

g.'"
 

T
h

e F
B

I's efforts w
ere to n

o avail. T
h

e P
op

e w
et w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g. T
h

e 

D
irector w

rote across the m
em

oranda inform
ing him

 of that m
eeting. 

"
astou

n
d

in
*"

 an
d

 "
I am

 am
azed

 th
at th

e P
op

e gave an
 au

d
ien

ce to 

su
ch

 a [excised
 b

y F
B

I] .2"
 T

h
e D

irector th
en

 in
itiated

 in
q

u
iries in

to 

the reason for the failure of this project. 

6. T
h

e A
ttem

pt to D
iscredit D

r. K
in

g D
u

rin
g H

is R
eceipt of 

th
e N

obel P
eace P

rize 

O
n

 O
ctob

er 14, 1964, M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g w

as n
am

ed
 to w

in
 th

e 

N
ob

el P
eace P

rize. H
e received

 th
e p

rize in
 E

u
rop

e on
 D

ecem
b

er 10. 

1965. T
he F

B
I took m

easures to dam
pen D

r. K
ing's w

elcom
e, both in 

E
urope and on his return hom

e. 

O
n N

ovem
ber 22, 1964—

t w
o w

eeks before D
r. K

ing's trip to receive 

th
e p

rize—
th

e D
om

estic In
telligen

ce D
ivision

 assem
b

led
 a th

irteen
-

page updated printed version of the m
onograph w

hich A
ttorney G

en-

eral K
ennedy had ordered recalled in O

ctober 1963.2" A
 copy w

as sent 

to B
ill M

oyers, Special A
ssistant to the P

resident. on D
ecem

ber I, 1964. 

w
ith a letter requesting his advice concerning w

hether the m
onograph 

sh
ou

ld
 also b

e d
istrib

u
ted

 to "
resp

on
sib

le officials in
 th

e E
xecu

tive 

B
ranch." "2  M

oyers gave his perm
ission on D

ecem
ber 7,2"

 an
d

 cop
ies 

w
ere d

istrib
u

ted
 to th

e h
ead

s of several execu
tive agen

ciee"
 

In
form

ation
 ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g's p
rivate life w

as also m
ad

e availab
le 

to U
nited N

ations representatives A
dlai Stevenson and R

alph B
unche, 

w
h

o th
e B

u
reau

 h
ad

 learn
ed

 w
ere b

ein
g con

sid
ered

 a
s possible par- 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 8/31/84, 

p
. 1. 
T

h
e C

h
ief of th

e S
ecu

rity S
ection

 recom
m

en
d

ed
 : 

"
If ap

p
roved

, A
ssistan

t D
irector M

alon
e sh

ou
ld

 p
erson

ally orally b
rief F

ran
cis 

C
ard

in
al S

p
ellm

an
 in

 accord
an

ce w
ith

 th
e attach

ed
 T

op
 S

ecret su
m

m
ary [con

-

tain
in

g in
form

ation
 ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g's p
rivate life] . . T

h
is is th

e sam
e su

m
m

ary 

w
e p

reviou
sly u

sed
 In

 p
reven

tin
g K

in
g's receivin

g an
 h

on
orary d

egree from
 

M
arq

u
ette U

n
iversity."

 (B
au

m
gard

n
er to S

u
llivan

, 8/31/64.) 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 9/8/64 

"
D

irecto
r's n

o
tes o

n
 

U
P

I 
release, 9/8/64, an

d
 

N
ew

 
Y

ork 
H

erald 
T

ribune, 
9/19/64. 

a' M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 to A
lan

 B
elm

on
t. 11/22/64. S

ee p
p

. 131 

et seq
. 

"
 L

etter from
 J. E

d
gar H

oover to B
ill M

oyers, 12/1/64. 

" M
em

orandum
 from

 C
artha D

eL
oach to John M

ohr. 12/T
/64. 

"
C

op
ies w

ere d
istrib

u
ted

 to A
ctin

g A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral N
ich

olas K
atsen

b
ach

. 

th
e S

ecretaries of S
tate an

d
 D

efen
se, th

e D
irector of th

e C
IA

. an
d

 th
e h

eed
s of 

th
e M

ilitary In
telligen

ce agen
cies, as w

ell as to U
S

IA
. 
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tieip
an

ts at th
e D

ecem
b
er 1

9
6
4
 "w

elco
m

e h
o
m

e" recep
tio

n
 fo

r D
r. 

T
h
ree,  d

ay
s after V

ice P
resid

en
t-elect H

u
m

p
h
rey

 p
articip

ated
 in

 

one of the "w
elcom

e hom
e -  receptions for D

r. K
ing in N

ew
 Y

ork. the 

B
u
reau

 sen
t h

im
 a co

p
y
 o

f th
e u

p
d
ated

 K
in

g
 m

o
n
o
g
rap

h
 an

d
 a sep

-

arate m
em

o
ran

d
u
m

 en
titled

 "M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
, Jr.: H

is P
erso

n
al 

C
onduct." "2  O

n D
ecem

ber 8, 1964, the B
ureau decided to brief G

ov-

ern
o
r N

elso
n
 R

o
ck

efeller ab
o
u
t D

r. K
in

g
's p

riv
ate life an

d
 alleg

ed
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
ist asso

ciatio
n
s, ap

p
aren

tly
 to

 d
issu

ad
e th

e G
o
v
ern

o
r fro

m
 

taking part in cerem
onies com

m
ending D

r. K
ing for having received 

th
e N

o
b
el P

rize'" 
U

p
o
n
 learn

in
g
 th

at. D
r. K

in
g
 m

ig
h
t m

eet w
ith

 a certain
 fo

reig
n
 

lead
er. F

B
I h

ead
q
u
arters in

stru
cted

 th
e F

B
I rep

resen
tativ

e in
 th

at 

co
u
n
try

 to
 b

rief th
e p

ro
p
er au

th
o
rities ab

o
u
t D

r. K
in

g
.'' T

h
e U

n
ited

 

S
tates am

bassadors in L
ondon and O

slo w
ere. briefed about D

r. K
ing 

b
ecau

se ",th
e A

m
b
assad

o
rs m

ig
h
t co

n
sid

er en
tertain

in
g
 K

in
g
 w

h
ile 

h
e is in

 E
u
ro

p
e to

 receiv
e th

e N
o
b
el P

eace P
rize -  an

d
 it m

ig
h
t b

e 

poss ib
le to

 "fo
restall su

ch
 actio

n
 b

y
 th

e A
m

b
assad

o
rs if th

ey
 w

ere 

b riefed
." T

h
e am

b
assad

o
rs in

 S
to

ck
h
o
lm

 an
d
 C

o
p
en

h
ag

en
 w

ere also
 

briefed because "K
ing is also to visit those cities." 2"

 

O
n
 N

o
v
em

b
er 1

0
, 1

9
6
4
. th

e F
B

I learn
ed

 th
at th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates 

In
fo

rm
atio

n
 A

g
en

cy
 w

as co
n
sid

erin
g
 req

u
estin

g
 D

r. K
in

g
 to

 en
g
ag

e 

in a one-w
eek lecture tour in E

urope follow
ing his receipt of the N

oble 

P
rize. H

oover approved the D
om

estic Intelligence D
ivision's recom

-

m
en

d
atio

n
 th

at U
S

IA
 b

e fu
rn

ish
ed

 w
ith

 th
e latest critical B

u
reau

 

rep
o
rts ab

o
u
t D

r. K
in

g
."' 

7
. A

ttem
p
ts to

 B
lo

ck D
r. K

in
g
's P

u
b
lica

tio
n
s 

O
n
 S

ep
tem

b
er 1

1
, 1

9
6
4
, th

e F
B

I learn
ed

 th
at D

r. K
in

g
 in

ten
d
ed

 to
 

publish an article in a m
ajor national publication. T

he D
om

estic Intel-

ligence D
ivision noted that it did not know

 "w
hat line K

ing w
ill take 

in the article or w
hat its specific stands w

ill be," but, nonetheless 
re

e
-

o
m

m
e
n
d
e
d
 th

at "it w
o
u
ld

 b
e w

ell to
 p

rev
en

t an
y
 p

u
b
licatio

n
 o

f h
i7

.. 

v
iew

s."'" 
T

h
e task

 o
f p

rev
en

tin
g
 p

u
b
licatio

n
 w

as assig
n
ed

 to
 an

 ag
en

t w
ith

 

co
n
tacts at th

e m
ag

azin
e w

h
o
 h

ad
 "fo

restalled
" th

e p
u
b
licatio

n
 o

f an 

article by D
r. K

ing in that m
agazine earlier in 1964. 2"

 

T
h
e ag

en
t su

b
seq

u
en

tly
 rep

o
rted

 th
at h

e h
ad

 co
n
tacted

 an
 o

fficial 

o
f th

e m
ag

azin
e in

 late S
ep

tem
b
er. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e ag

en
t. th

e 

o
fficial h

ad
 ag

reed
 to

 "en
d
eav

o
r to

 assist -  th
e F

B
I, an

d
 h

ad
 b

een
 

b
riefed

 ab
o
u
t K

in
g
. b

u
t w

as u
n
ab

le to
 b

lo
ck

 p
u
b
licatio

n
 b

ecau
se 

a co
n
tractu

al ag
reem

en
t h

ad
 alread

y
 b

een
 m

ad
e." T

h
e F

B
I d

id
 ap

-

parently have som
e influence at the m

agazine, how
ever, bkause a m

em
-

orandum
 reporting the incident concludes : 

"
 U

n
titled

 m
em

oran
d

u
m

. 11/12/64. 
"

L
etter from

 J. E
d

gar H
oover to H

u
b

ert H
u

m
p

h
rey. 12/21/64. 

• 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 12/5/6

1  

• 
C

ab
le from

 D
irector, F

B
I to L

egat, 11/10/64. 
r's M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 11/30/6- 1  

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 11/12/61 

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 9/11/6 4  

B
au

m
gard

n
er m

em
oran

d
u

m
, 9/11/64. 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 to earth

s D
eL

oach
, 11/3/64. 
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In
 co

n
n
ectio

n
 w

ith
 th

is [m
ag

azin
e] article b

y
 K

in
g
, o

u
r 

sources have indicated that since he w
a
s aw

arded the N
obel 

P
eace P

rize he has attem
pted through som

e of his associates 

to
 ch

an
g
e th

e [m
ag

azin
e] article in

 an
 effo

rt to
 so

ften
 criti-

cism
 m

ad
e b

y
 h

im
 ag

ain
st o

th
er civ

il rig
h
ts g

ro
u
p
s an

d
 

leaders. K
ing feared that such criticism

 w
ould cause difficul-

ties in the civil rights m
ovem

ent. T
he [m

agazine], how
ever, 

has resisted K
ing's efforts to m

ake these changes.'" 

In F
ebruary 1964. the D

irector alerted the field offices that D
r. K

ing 

w
as w

ritin
g
 a n

ew
 b

o
o
k
, an

d
 n

o
ted

 th
at "it is en

tirely
 p

o
ssib

le th
at 

w
ith the publication of the book the B

ureau m
ay desire to take som

e 

actio
n
, p

o
ssib

ly
 in

 th
e co

u
n
terin

tellig
en

ce area o
r o

th
erw

ise, w
h
ich

 

m
ay

 b
e d

esig
n
ed

 to
 d

iscred
it 

K
in

g
 

o
r o

th
erw

ise n
eu

tralize h
is 

effectiveness ... 
281 

T
h
e field

 g
ffiees w

ere in
stru

cted
 to

 m
ain

tain
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
 relatin

g
 

to the preparation and publication of the book. T
he F

B
I files indicate 

that this inform
ation w

as collected, but it is not clear w
hether it w

as 

ever used. 

8
. A

ttem
p
t to

 U
n
d
erm

in
e th

e N
a
tio

n
a
l S

cien
ce F

o
u
n
d
a
tio

n
's 

C
ooperation w

ith the SC
L

C
 

T
he F

B
I sent the N

ational S
cience F

oundation (N
S

F
) a copy of the 

seco
n
d
 p

rin
ted

 m
o
n
o
g
rap

h
 o

n
 K

in
g
 in

 o
rd

er to
 co

n
v
in

ce th
e N

S
F

 to
 

rem
ove the S

C
L

C
 from

 "the N
S

F
 program

 to obtain qualified N
egro 

students from
 southern schools."'"' 

9
. U

n
su

ccessfu
l F

B
I A

ttem
p
ts to

 L
o
ca

te F
in

a
n
cia

l im
p
ro

p
rie-

ties 

In early January 1964, the C
hief of the Internal S

ecurity S
ection of 

th
e D

o
m

estic In
tellig

en
ce D

iv
isio

n
, F

red
erick

 J. B
au

m
g
ard

n
er, rec-

o
m

m
en

d
ed

 th
at "ex

am
in

atio
n
 o

f recan
t in

co
m

e tax
 retu

rn
s o

f k
in

g
 

m
ig

h
t w

ell rev
eal in

fo
rm

atio
n
 w

h
ich

 co
u
ld

 assist th
e B

u
reau

 in
 its 

effo
rts to

 d
iscred

it K
in

g
 o

r n
eu

tralize h
is effectiv

en
ess." "2  T

h
e In

-

telligence D
ivision subsequently acquired from

 the Internal R
evenue 

S
erv

ice co
p
ies o

f in
co

m
e tax

 retu
rn

s fo
r th

e p
rio

r fiv
e y

ears o
f D

r. 

R
in

g
, th

e S
C

L
C

, an
d
 th

e G
an

d
h
i S

o
ciety

,'" an
 o

rg
an

izatio
n
 w

h
ich

 

th
e
 F

B
I sta

te
d
 "a

u
g
m

e
n
te

d
" th

e
 fu

n
d
-ra

isin
g
 a

c
tiv

itie
s o

f th
e
 

S
C

L
C

.:" T
h
e In

tellig
en

ce D
iv

isio
n
 o

f th
e IR

S
 to

ld
 th

e B
u
reau

 th
at 

"IR
S

 h
ad

 v
ery

 carefu
lly

 scru
tin

ized
 K

in
g
's retu

rn
s in

 th
e p

ast b
u
t 

had not been able to establish a cause of action against him
." "" H

ow
-

ev
er, th

e IR
S

 assu
red

 th
e F

B
I th

at D
r. K

in
g
's cu

rren
t retu

rn
s w

o
u
ld

 

▪
 F

B
I m

em
orandum

, 11/3/64. p. 21. 
"

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 D

irector, F
B

I, to S
p

ecial A
gen

t In
 C

h
arge. N

ew
 Y

ork
, 

2/18/64. 
'

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 12/17/64, 

41
  

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 1/8/64. 

'B
au

m
gard

n
er ob

served
 th

at it w
as "

essen
tial th

at ou
r cu

rren
t req

u
ests of th

e 

L
a
s • • b

e h
an

d
led

 in
 a m

an
n

er w
h

ich
 w

ou
ld

 p
rovid

e for op
tim

u
m

 aecu
rity 

s
o
 

th
at n

eith
er K

in
g n

or an
y oth

er u
n

au
th

orised
 in

d
ivid

u
als m

ay b
ecom

e aw
are of 

th
e B

u
reau

's In
terest an

d
 so th

at n
o em

b
arrassm

en
t m

ay com
e to th

e B
u

reau
."

 

I"
 A

 w
iretap

 b
ad

 b
een

 p
laced

 on
 th

e (M
an

d
l S

ociety in
 

J
u

ly, 1963. 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 3/25/61-

"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
an

iel B
ren

n
an

 to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 3/27/64. 
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T
h

e C
om

m
ittee h

as been u
n

ab
le to d

eterm
in

e th
e exten

t to w
h

ich
 

the F
B

I's effort to discredit D
r. K

ing and the SC
L

C
 by dissem

inating 

u
n

favorab
le in

form
ation

 ou
tsid

e of th
e G

overn
m

en
t w

as su
sp

ected
 

or know
m

,about by G
overnm

ent officials responsible for supervising 
th

e F
B

I. T
h

e C
om

m
ittee req

u
ested

 th
e F

B
I to p

rovid
e an

y in
form

a-
tion

 in
 its p

ossession
 reflectin

g th
at an

y P
resid

en
ts or A

ttorn
eys 

G
eneral during the relevant periods w

ere aw
are of any F

R
I efforts to 

"discredit" or "neutralize" D
r. K

ing. T
he B

ureau replied : 

A
 review

 of th
e K

in
g file in

 resp
on

se to oth
er item

s in
-

clu
d

ed
 in

 th
e req

u
est an

d
 a p

ollin
g of all H

ead
q

u
arters p

er-
son

n
el in

volved
 in

 th
at an

d
 p

reviou
s review

s d
id

 n
ot resu

lt 
in

 th
e location

 or recollection
 of an

y in
form

ation
 in

 F
B

IH
Q

 
files to in

d
icate an

y of th
e aforem

en
tion

ed
 in

d
ivid

u
als w

ere 
sp

ecifically aw
are of an

y efforts, step
s or p

lan
s or p

rop
osals 

to "discredit" or "neutralize" K
ing. 

It is. cif cou
rse, evid

en
t th

at m
u

ch
 in

form
ation

 d
evelop

ed
 

in
 th

e cou
rse of th

e K
in

g case in
volvin

g h
im

 in
 activities of 

in
terest to th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se an
d

 to rep
resen

tatives of th
e 

D
epartm

ent of Justice, including A
ttorneys G

eneral K
ennedy 

an
d

 K
atzen

b
ach

, as w
ell as A

ssistan
t A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral 

M
arsh

all, w
as su

ch
 th

at it cou
ld

 con
ceivab

ly h
ave b

een
 th

e 
op

in
ion

 of on
e or m

ore of th
e ab

ove in
d

ivid
u

als th
at su

ch
 

inform
ation w

as being provided to "discredit" or "neutralize" 
K

in
g
."

 

N
ich

olas K
atzen

b
ach

, B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all, W

alter Jen
k

in
s, an

d
 B

ill 

M
oyers h

ave told
 th

e C
om

m
ittee th

at th
ey d

id
 n

ot realize th
at th

e 
F

B
I w

as engaged m
 a concerted effort to discredit D

r. K
ing, and that 

to the best of their know
ledge, P

residents John K
ennedy and L

yndon 

Johnson, as w
ell as A

ttorney G
eneral R

obert K
ennedy, w

ere not aw
are 

of th
at effort. T

h
ere w

as n
o evid

en
ce th

at th
e F

B
I's p

rogram
 to d

is-
credit D

r. K
ing w

as authorized outside of the F
B

I. T
here is evidence, 

h
ow

ever, th
at. officials resp

on
sib

le for su
p

ervisin
g th

e F
B

I received
 

in
d

ication
s th

at su
ch

 an
 effort to d

iscred
it D

r. K
in

g m
igh

t b
e tak

in
g 

place, and failed to take adequate steps to prevent it. P
resident John-

son and his A
ttorneys G

eneral w
ere aw

are at least of B
ureau attem

pts 
to dissem

inate unfavorable reports about D
r. K

in
g to th

e p
ress. T

op
 

E
xecu

tive B
ran

ch
 officials h

ave told
 th

e C
om

m
ittee th

at th
ey h

ad
 

b
elieved

 th
at th

e F
B

I h
ad

 tap
e record

in
gs em

b
arrassin

g to D
r. K

in
g, 

and that the F
B

I had offered to play those tapes both to a governm
ent 

official and to reporters. T
he evidence reveals a disturbing attitude of 

unconcern by responsible officials and a failure on their part to m
ake 

appropriate corrective m
easures. A

s N
icholas K

atzenbach explained 
to the C

om
m

ittee : 

N
ob

od
y in

 th
e D

ep
artm

en
t of Ju

stice con
n

ected
 w

ith
 C

ivil 
R

igh
ts cou

ld
 p

ossib
ly h

ave b
een

 u
n

aw
are of M

r. H
oover's 

feelin
gs (again

st D
r. K

in
g). N

ob
od

y cou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 u

n
-

aw
are of th

e p
oten

tial for d
isaster w

h
ich

 th
ose feelin

gs em
-

bodied. 
 

 B
u

t, given
 th

e realities of th
e situ

ation
. I d

o n
ot. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

be scrutinized "very carefully to determ
ine w

hether any violations ap. 

p
ear."

 222  N
on

e d
id

. 
U

ndeterred, the D
irector inform

ed the field offices that "the B
ureau 

believes that m
ore than ever it w

ould be m
ost desirable to identify any 

b
an

k
 w

h
ere [K

in
g] m

ay h
ave an

 accou
n

t . . . an
d

 con
sid

er an
 au

d
it 

of such account." 2"
  

O
n

e effort to u
n

cover d
erogatory in

form
ation

 ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
g w

as 

con
ceived

 b
y th

e S
u

p
ervisor in

 ch
arge of th

e K
in

g case during a g
o
lf 

gam
e."

' A
 rem

ote acq
u

ain
tan

ce of th
e S

u
p

ervisor m
en

tion
ed

 th
at h

e 

h
ad

 h
eard

 from
 a frien

d
 th

at an
 acq

u
ain

tan
ce h

ad
 said

 th
at D

r. K
in

g 
h

ad
 a n

u
m

b
ered

 accou
n

t in
 a foreign

 b
an

k
 w

ith
 a b

alan
ce of over on

e 

m
illion

 d
ollars. T

h
e S

u
p

ervisor su
ggested

 to S
u

llivan
: 

If w
e can

 p
rove th

at K
in

g is h
oard

in
g large su

m
s of m

on
ey. 

w
e w

ould have available possibly the best inform
ation to date 

w
hich could be used to discredit him

. especially in the eves of 
h

is o
w

n
 p

eo
p

le . . . . w
e m

a
y
 ta

k
e th

e a
ctio

n
 to

 d
itired

it 
K

in
g ou

rselves th
rou

gh
 frien

d
ly n

ew
s sou

rces, or th
e lik

e, or 
w

e m
igh

t tu
rn

 th
e in

form
ation

 over to th
e In

tern
al R

even
u

e 

S
ervice for p

ossib
le crim

in
al p

rosecu
tion

."
° 

T
h

e p
lan

 w
as ap

p
roved

 b
y D

irector H
oover an

d
 an

 in
q

u
iry w

as 

in
itiated

. B
y D

ecem
b

er 1965. th
e in

vestigation
 in

to a p
ossib

le foreign
 

b
an

k
 accou

n
t w

as d
escrib

ed
 b

y th
e D

irector as "
th

e m
ost im

p
ortan

t 
p

resen
tly p

en
d

in
g"

 facet of th
e K

in
g in

vestigation
."

' T
h

e in
vestiga-

tion
 w

as d
rop

p
ed

 sh
ortly afterw

ard
, h

ow
ever, w

h
en

 it d
evelop

ed
 th

at 
th

e in
itia

l so
u

rce o
f th

e a
lleg

a
tio

n
 in

fo
rm

ed
 th

e F
B

I th
a
t it w

a
s 

m
erely a w

ild
 con

clu
sion

 th
at h

ad
 b

een
 p

reviou
sly d

raw
n

 b
y som

eon
e 

w
h

ose id
en

tity h
e d

oes n
ot n

ow
 !w

all."
'"

 

F
. T

h
e Q

u
estion

 of W
h

eth
er G

overn
m

en
t O

fficials O
u

tside of th
e F

B
I 

W
ere A

w
are of th

e F
B

I's E
ffort to D

iscredit D
r. K

in
g 

T
h

ere is n
o d

ou
b

t th
at th

e resp
on

sib
le officials in

 th
e K

en
n

ed
y an

d
 

Joh
n

son
 ad

m
in

istration
s w

ere aw
are of th

e F
B

I's C
O

M
IN

F
IL

 in
-

vestigation
 in

volvin
g D

r. K
in

g an
d

 th
e S

C
L

C
 an

d
 th

at th
e w

iretap
s 

u
sed

 b
y th

e F
B

I to collect its in
form

ation
 w

ere au
th

orized
 u

n
d

er 

p
roC

ed
u

res existin
g at th

e tim
e. W

h
ile th

ere is som
e q

u
estion

 con
-

cern
in

g w
h

eth
er officials ou

tsid
e of th

e F
B

I w
ere aw

are th
at th

e F
B

I 

w
a
s using m

icrophones to cover D
r. K

ing's activities, there is no doubt 

th
at th

e p
rod

u
ct of th

e m
icrop

h
on

e su
rveillan

ce w
as w

id
ely d

is-
sem

in
ated

 w
ith

in
 th

e execu
tive b

ran
ch

. In
d

eed
, d

issem
in

ation
 of th

e 

p
rin

ted
 "

m
on

ograp
h

"
 ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g to several execu
tive agencies 

w
as expressly approved by B

ill M
oyers, P

resident JohnsO
n's assistant. 

in January 1965. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

"
B

ren
n

a
n

 m
em

orandum
, 3

/2
7
/6 4 . O

n
 th

e b
ottom

 of th
is m

em
oran

d
u

m
, 

F
IC

X
)rei 

w
rote "W

hat a farce !" 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector. F

R
I to S

p
ecial A

gen
t in

 C
h

arge, N
ew

 T
ori.;. 

5/21/64. 
"

R
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e n

oted
 th

at th
e S

u
p

ervisor In
 ch

arge of th
e K

in
g case is ell] In

 

a h
igh

 p
osition

 w
ith

 th
e F

B
I an

d
 h

an
d

led
 th

e com
m

ittee's d
ocu

m
en

ts req
u

ests in
 

th
e K

in
g case in

veatigation
. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 6/29/61 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I, to S

p
ecial A

gen
t In

 C
h

arge, N
ew

 O
rlean

-. 

12/5/65. 
"

 M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

. 12/10/8 . 

 

 

 
 

"
L

etter from
 F

B
I to th

e S
en

ate S
elect C

om
m

ittee. 11/6/75. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



b
elieve on

e cou
ld

 h
ave an

ticip
ated

 th
e extrem

es to w
h

ich
 it 

w
as ap

p
aren

tly carried
."

' 

T
h

e follow
in

g in
cid

en
ts h

ave p
layed

 a p
art in

 ou
r d

eterm
in

ation
 

th
at h

igh
 officials of th

e E
xecu

tive B
ran

ch
 m

u
st sh

are resp
on

sib
ility 

for th
e F

B
I's effort again

st D
r. K

in
g. 

(1) 
A

s described in the previous chapter, a sum
m

ary m
em

orandum
 

con
tain

in
g in

form
ation

 gath
ered

 from
 th

e F
B

I m
icrop

h
on

e p
laced

 i n  

D
r. K

in
g
s ro

o
m

 in
 th

e W
illa

rd
 h

o
tel w

a
s sh

o
w

n
 to

 P
resid

en
tia

l 

A
ssistan

t W
alter Jen

k
in

s b
y C

arth
a D

eL
oach

 on
 Jan

u
ary 14, 19G

4. 

A
ccord

in
g to D

eL
oach

's con
tem

p
oran

eou
s accou

n
t of th

at m
eetin

g: 

Jen
k

in
s  w

as of th
e op

in
ion

 th
at th

e F
B

I cou
ld

 p
erform

 a 

good
 service to th

e cou
n

try if th
is m

atter cou
ld

 som
eh

ow
 b

e 
con

fid
en

tially given
 to m

em
b

ers of th
e p

ress. I told
 h

im
 th

e 

D
irector h

ad
 th

is in
 m

in
d

, h
ow

ever, also b
elieved

 w
e sh

ou
ld

 
ob

tain
 ad

d
ition

al in
form

ation
 p

rior to d
iscu

ssin
g it w

ith
 cer-

tain
 frien

d
s."

' 
D

eL
oach

 testified
 th

at h
e cou

ld
 n

ot recall th
e m

eetin
g w

ith
 Jen

k
in

s. 

but that the m
em

orandum
 should accurately reflect his conversation. 2 "

 

Jen
k

in
s told

 th
e C

om
m

ittee staff in
 an

 u
n

sw
orn

 in
terview

 th
at h

e 

d
id

 n
ot recall th

e m
eetin

g d
escrib

ed
 in

 D
eL

oach
's m

em
oran

d
u

m
, b

u
t 

that he had no reason to doubt that he had read the sum
m

ary m
em

oran-
d

u
m

 w
h

ich
 D

eL
oach

 claim
s Jen

k
in

s saw
. Jen

k
in

s exp
ressly d

en
ied

. 

h
ow

ever, th
at h

e h
ad

 su
ggested

 th
at th

e in
form

ation
 in

 th
e su

m
m

ary 

m
em

oran
d

u
m

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e "
leak

ed
"

 to th
e p

ress, or th
at eith

er h
e or 

P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 h
ad

 ever su
ggested

 th
at in

form
ation

 ab
ou

t D
r. 

K
in

g should be "leaked" to anyone. H
e added, how

ever, that he m
ight 

h
ave u

sed
 w

ord
s to th

e effect th
at "

th
is is som

eth
in

g p
eop

le sh
ou

ld
 

k
n

ow
 ab

ou
t"

—
referrin

g to p
eop

le in
 th

e G
overn

m
en

t—
w

h
ich

 could 

h
ave b

een
 m

isin
terp

reted
 b

y D
eL

oach
. H

e d
id

 n
ot recall D

eL
oach

 
tellin

g h
im

 th
at th

e D
irector u

ltim
ately p

lan
n

ed
 to leak

 th
is in

form
a-

tion to "certain friends." 167  
(2) A

 F
eb

ru
ary 5, 1964 F

B
I m

em
oran

d
u

m
 rep

orts a con
versation

 

b
etw

een
 E

d
w

in
 au

th
m

an
, th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t's p

ress secretary. 

an
d

 Joh
n

 M
oh

r of th
e D

om
estic In

telligen
ce D

ivision
. A

ccord
in

g to 

M
oh

r's m
em

oran
d

u
m

, G
u

th
m

an
 told

 M
oh

r th
at h

e h
ad

 h
eard

 th
at 

a rep
orter w

as p
rep

arin
g an

 article ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
g's alleged

 C
om

-

m
unist affiliations. 

G
u

th
m

an
 stated

 h
e w

as q
u

ite con
cern

ed
 in

asm
u

ch
 as it 

ap
p

eared
 th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 a leak
 from

 th
e F

B
I in

 con
n

ection
 

-w
ith

 th
is m

atter. H
e told

 m
e th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral h
ad

 b
een

 
m

ost h
op

efu
l th

at th
ere w

ou
ld

 b
e n

o "
leak

s"
 con

cern
in

g 

K
in

g. 
F

rom
 th

e ton
e of G

u
th

m
an

's en
tire rem

ark
s, it w

ou
ld

 ap
-

p
ear h

e h
ad

 tw
o th

ou
gh

ts in
 m

in
d

 w
ith

ou
t actu

ally statin
g 

su
ch

 th
ou

gh
ts. T

h
ese th

ou
gh

ts w
ere (1) th

at th
e A

ttorn
ey 

"" H
earing!. vol. 6, p. 208. 

'M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 ea
rth

s D
eL

o
a
ch

 to
 J

. E
d

g
a
r H

o
o
v
er, 1

/1
4
/8

4
. T

1
 

m
em

orandum
 is also discussed pp. 121-122. 

"
 earth

s D
eL

ou
t testim

on
y. 11/25/75. p

. 150. 
"

 S
taff su

m
m

ary. W
alter Jen

k
in

s in
terview

. 12/1/75. p
p

. 1-2. Jen
k

in
s sald

 th
at 

h
e w

a
s p

h
y
sica

lly
 u

n
a
b

le to
 u

n
d

erg
o
 th

e stra
in

 
of 

a
 sw

o
rn

 a
n

d
 transcribed 

session. 

G
en

eral is m
ost an

xiou
s th

at in
form

ation
 con

cern
in

g K
in

g 
not be released; and (2) that the A

ttorney G
eneral's connec-

tion
s w

ith
 K

in
g, an

d
 h

is d
efen

sive statem
en

ts con
cern

in
g 

K
in

g to C
on

gress in
 C

ivil R
igh

ts h
earin

gs, w
ou

ld
 certain

ly 
in

ju
re th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

era
l's p

o
litica

l ch
a
n

ces fo
r th

e 
future. 

(F
I)e told

 m
e on

ce again
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral w
as n

ot 
w

orried
 ab

ou
t w

h
at an

 exp
osu

re of K
in

g cou
ld

 d
o to h

im
. 

H
e stated

 h
e an

d
 th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral are on
ly tryin

g to 
protect F

B
I sources of inform

ation.'" 

T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 states th
at G

u
th

m
an

 w
as told

 "
th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 n
o 

leak
s from

 th
e F

B
I con

cern
in

g D
r. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g,"
 an

d
 th

at 

G
u

th
m

an
 h

ad
 resp

on
d

ed
 th

at "
h

e h
ad

 n
o p

roof w
h

atsoever th
at th

e 
F

B
I had furnished inform

ation to the new
spapers concei ting K

ing." 
G

uthm
an testified that he recalled the Justice D

epartm
ent had "sus-

pected that the inform
ation had been leaked by the F

B
I." W

hen asked 
th

e b
asis for th

at su
sp

icion
. h

e
-said

 th
at "

w
e felt th

at th
e q

u
estion

 of 
K

in
g an

d
 th

e association
 w

ith
 [A

d
visers A

] w
as a m

atter w
h

ich
 w

as 
rath

er tigh
tly h

eld
 sin

ce it w
as n

ot som
eth

in
g of gen

eral k
n

ow
l-

edge." 299  G
uthm

an said that he could "not specifically" recall a reac-
tion by A

ttorney G
eneral K

ennedy to this "leak": 

excep
t to b

e som
ew

h
at d

isp
leased

 over it. B
u

t th
at w

as in
 a 

sen
se a

ll in
 a

 d
a
y
's w

o
rk

 a
n

d
 I d

o
n

't reca
ll a

n
y
th

in
g
 

sp
ecific.'"

 

G
u

th
m

an
 testified

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
ot recall an

y fu
rth

er efforts to d
eter-

m
ine w

hether the F
B

I had in fact leaked the story."' 
G

u
th

m
an

 testified
 th

at D
eL

oach
's m

em
oran

d
u

m
 "

d
istorted

"
 h

is 

rem
arks. G

uthm
an said that. his visit had been m

otivated, not by con-

cerns about K
ennedy's political future, but rather by a concern to pro-

tect F
B

I sou
rces."

 A
 m

em
oran

d
u

m
 d

ated
 F

eb
ru

ary 5, 1964. by G
uth-

m
a
n

, d
o
es n

o
t m

en
tio

n
 a

 m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 M

o
h

r. b
u

t d
o
es co

n
ta

in
 a

n
 

accou
n

t of a m
eetin

g b
etw

een
 G

u
th

m
an

 an
d

 C
arth

a D
eL

oach
 on

 the 
previous day. 

W
e b

oth
 agreed

 th
at it w

as inevitable that K
ing's connec-

tion
s w

ith
 (A

d
viser A

) w
ou

ld
 u

ltim
ately b

ecom
e p

u
b

lic. I 
told D

eL
oach that our concern w

as over the F
B

I's source and 
th

at w
e
 h

ad
 n

o oth
er con

cern
 as to w

h
at th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

-
eral had said or w

hat our actions had been in connection w
ith 

M
artin L

uther K
ing. 

D
eL

oach said he thought w
e should be concerned in view

 of 
w

hat the. A
ttorney G

eneral had said on the subject. I pointed 
ou

t th
at an

yth
in

g th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral h

ad
 said

 h
ad

 b
een

 
- cleared

 w
ith

 the F
B

I. I told D
eke that our record in this m

at-
ter cou

ld
 stan

d an
y scru

tin
y an

d
 th

at b
oth

 S
en

ator R
u

ssell 

▪
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 Joh
n

 M
oh

r to earth
* D

eL
oach

. 2/5/64. H
oover w

rote 

at to th
e last p

aragrap
h

 q
u

oted
 ab

ove, "
T

h
ere h

as n
ever b

een
 su

ch
 solicitu

d
e 

th
e p

ast."
 

—
 E

dw
in G

uthm
an testim

ony. 11/16/76, p. 13. 
'G

u
th

m
an

, 3/16/76, p
. 12. 

▪
 G

nthm
an, 3/16/76. p. 20- 

"
"

 G
u

th
m

an
, 3/18/76. p

. 22. 



IO
U

 

an
d

 S
en

ator M
on

ron
ey h

ad
 b

een
 fu

lly ap
p

rised
 of th

e facts 

last su
m

m
er or last fall."

 
A

 m
em

oran
d

u
m

 b
y C

ou
rtn

ey E
van

s later th
at d

ay rep
orts th

at 

E
van

s d
iscu

ssed
- th

is m
atter w

ith
 A

ssistan
t A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral B

u
rk

e 

M
arshall. w

ho said that he did not intend to tell the reporter anything 

ab
ou

t D
r. K

in
g, b

u
t th

at "
if h

e d
evelop

ed
 an

yth
in

g at all w
ith

 regard
 

to [th
e rep

orter's] sou
rce of in

form
ation

, h
e w

ou
ld

 p
ass th

is alon
g to 

u
s . . ."

 E
van

s' m
em

oran
d

u
m

 also n
otes, "

A
ccord

in
g to in

form
ation

 

developed by our A
tlanta office on F

ebruary 4,1964, [the reporter] had 

in his possession w
hat appeared to he a blind m

em
orandum

 containing 

in
form

ation
 as to [A

d
viser A

's alleged
 con

n
ection

s w
ith

 th
e C

o
m

m
u

-

n
ist P

arty]."
 '4 ' 

A
 m

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 C
arth

a D
eL

oach
 to D

irector H
oover d

ated
 

F
eb

ru
ary 18, 196-1, ap

p
aren

tly allu
d

es to th
is in

cid
en

t an
d

 p
rovid

es 

som
e in

sigh
t in

to th
e p

olitical im
p

lication
s of th

e F
B

I's in
vestigation

 

of D
r. K

in
g. A

ccord
in

g to D
eL

oach
's m

em
oran

d
u

m
. W

alter Jen
k

in
s 

and B
ill M

oyers of-the W
hite H

ouse told him
 that B

urke M
arshall had 

called and "indicated that the A
ttorney G

eneral had thought it highly 

ad
visab

le for th
e P

resid
en

t to see th
e D

ep
artm

en
t of Ju

stice file on
 

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g . . . to m

ak
e certain

 th
at. th

e P
resid

en
t k

n
ew

 all 

ab
ou

t K
in

g."
'"

 
T

h
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 states th

at M
arsh

all th
en

 : 

told
 M

oyers th
at h

e w
an

ted
 to give th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se a little 
w

arn
in

g. H
e stated

 th
at h

e p
erson

ally k
n

ew
 th

at th
e F

B
I 

h
ad

 leak
ed

 in
form

ation
 con

cern
in

g M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g to a 

n
ew

sp
ap

er rep
orter. M

arsh
all told

 M
oyers th

at h
e th

ou
gh

t 

th
e W

h
ite H

ou
se sh

ou
ld

 k
n

ow
 th

is in
asm

u
ch

 as in
form

ation
 

con
cern

in
g K

in
g w

ou
ld

 u
n

d
ou

b
ted

ly b
e com

in
g ou

t b
efore 

the public in the near future. 

D
irector H

oover w
rote n

ext to th
is en

try. "
M

arsh
all is a liar."

 3°5  

T
h

e m
em

oran
d

u
m

 rep
orts th

at Jen
k

in
s told

 D
eL

oach
 th

at h
e 

th
ou

gh
t th

e A
ttorn

ey G
en

eral w
as con

cern
ed

 w
ith

 "
b

ein
g on

 record
 

w
ith

 th
e P

resid
en

t w
ith

 th
e fact th

at alth
ou

gh
 h

e h
as, for p

olitical 

p
u

rp
oses, d

efen
d

ed
 K

in
g, h

e w
an

ts th
e P

resid
en

t to realize th
at h

e. 

th
e A

ttorn
ey G

en
eral, Is w

ell aw
are of K

in
g's C

om
m

u
n

istic b
ack

-

grou
n

d
."

'"
 

T
h

e D
irector's h

an
d

w
ritten

 n
ote states: "

K
atzen

b
ach

 d
id

 h
is d

irt 

against u
s b

efore W
arren

 C
om

m
ission

 an
d

 n
ow

 M
arsh

all is tryin
g to 

poison the V
V

(hite) H
 (ouse) about F

B
I." "" 

N
eith

er B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all n

or B
ill M

oyers recalled
 th

e even
ts d

e-

scribed in D
eL

oach's m
em

orandum
. M

arshall testified, how
ever, about 

an
 in

cid
en

t in
volvin

g th
e F

B
I's leak

in
g in

form
ation

 .to a rep
orter 

th
at m

ay w
ell h

ave b
een

 th
e sam

e in
cid

en
t. M

arsh
all recalled

 th
at 

som
etim

e in
 1964, a rep

orter told
 h

im
 th

at th
e A

tlan
ta office of th

e 

F
B

I h
ad

 given
 h

im
 in

form
ation

 u
n

favorab
le to D

r. K
in

g. M
arsh

all 

said
 th

at h
e p

h
on

ed
 th

e B
u

reau
 official w

ith
 w

h
om

 h
e n

orm
ally con

- 

"
'M

em
oran

d
u

m
, E

d
w

in
 G

u
th

m
an

, 2/5/64. 
." M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 C
ou

rtn
ey E

van
s to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 2/5/64. 

IN
  M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 C
arth

a D
eL

oaeh
 to J. E

d
gar H

oover, 2/18/04. 

• 
D

eL
oa eh m

em
orandum

, 2/15/64. 
▪
 D

eL
oach m

em
orandum

, 2/18/64. 
▪
 D

eL
otteh m

em
orandum

, 2/18/64. 

o 

ducted business and said, "I'm
 inform

ed by a reporter that your people 

in A
tlanta have given this inform

ation about M
artin L

uther K
ing, and 

that I think it is outrageous." T
he official at first said, "I don't believe 

it,"
 b

u
t p

rom
ised

 to in
q

u
ire fu

rth
er. H

e later called
 an

d
 said

, "
T

h
e 

D
irector w

an
ts you

 to k
n

ow
 th

at you
're a ... d

am
n

ed
 liar."

 M
arsh

all 

told
 th

e C
om

m
ittee, It w

as very d
ifficu

lt w
ith

 th
e B

u
reau

 b
ecau

se 

if you said that they w
ere leaking derogatory inform

ation, they w
ould 

say, `no, w
e're not.' "

3"
 

(3) B
ill M

oyers, P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

's assistan
t, testified

 th
at som

e-

tim
e d

u
rin

g th
e "

h
u

rley-b
u

rley d
isorgan

ized
 p

eriod
"

 sh
ortly after 

P
resid

en
t K

en
n

ed
y's assassin

ation
 an

d
 p

rior to P
resid

en
t. Joh

n
son

's 

state of th
e U

n
ion

 ad
d

ress, h
e h

eard
 lau

gh
ter in

sid
e W

alter Jen
k

in
s' 

office. M
oyers inquired and w

as told by a secretary that an F
B

I agent 

had com
e to the office and offered to play for Jenkins a tape recording 

w
hich w

ould have been personally em
barrassing to D

r. K
ing. Jenkins 

refu
sed

 to listen
 to th

e tap
e. A

 w
eek

 later, th
e sam

e F
B

I agen
t again

 

cam
e to th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se an
d

 offered
 to p

lay th
e tap

e for Jen
k

in
s, 

an
d

 again
 Jen

k
in

s refu
sed

 to listen
 to it.609  

Jenkins told the C
om

m
ittee that he did not recall ever having been 

offered
 tap

es b
y th

e F
B

I, an
d

 d
id

 n
ot k

n
ow

 of an
yon

e on
 th

e W
h

ite 
H

ouse staff w
ho had been.110  

In
 ad

d
ition

 to th
is in

cid
en

t, M
oyers testified

 th
at b

e h
ad

 b
een

 

gen
erally aw

are th
at th

e F
B

I rep
orts ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g in
clu

d
ed

 in
for-

m
ation of a personal nature, unrelated to the purpose of the F

B
I's in-

vestigation
. W

h
en

 ask
ed

 if h
e h

ad
 ever ask

ed
 th

e F
B

I w
h

y it w
as d

is- 

sem
in

atin
g th

is typ
e of m

aterial to th
e W

h
ite H

ou
se. M

oyers re-
sp

on
d

ed
: 

I don't rem
em

ber. I just assum
ed it w

as related to a fallout 
of th

e in
vestigation

s con
cern

in
g th

e com
m

u
n

ist allegation
s, 

w
hich is w

hat the P
resident w

as concerned about. 
Q

u
estion

. D
id you ever question the propriety of the F

B
I's 

dissem
inating that type of inform

ation ? 
A

nsw
er. I never questioned it, no. I thought it w

as spurious 
an

d
 irrelevan

t ... If th
ey w

ere look
in

g for oth
er alleged

 com
-

m
unist efforts to em

barrass K
ing and the P

resident. w
hich is 

w
h

at th
e P

resid
en

t th
ou

gh
t, K

en
n

ed
y or Joh

n
son

, it w
ou

ld
 

ju
st seem

 n
atu

ral th
at oth

er irrelevan
t an

d
 sp

u
riou

s in
for-

m
ation w

ould com
e along w

ith that investigation. 
Q

u
estion

. A
n

d
 you

 fou
n

d
 n

oth
in

g im
p

rop
er ab

ou
t th

e 
F

B
I's sending that inform

ation along also? 
A

nsw
er. U

nnecessary ? Im
proper at that tim

e, no. 
Q

u
estion

. D
o you

 recall an
yon

e in
 th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se ever 
q

u
estion

in
g th

e p
rop

riety of th
e F

B
I's d

issem
in

atin
g th

is 
type of m

aterial? 
A

n
sw

er. I th
in

k
 ... th

ere w
ere com

m
en

ts th
at ten

d
ed

 to 
rid

icu
le th

e F
B

I's d
oin

g th
is, b

u
t n

o.s"
. 

M
oyers testified

 th
at h

e h
ad

 n
ot su

sp
ected

 th
at th

e F
B

I w
as cov-

erin
g
 D

r. K
in

g
's a

ctiv
ities w

ith
 m

icro
p

h
o
n

es, a
lth

o
u

g
h

 h
e co

n
- 

'
 Burke M

arahall testim
ony, 8/3/76, pp. 46-47. 

B
ill M

oyers testim
on

y, 3/2/76, p
. 19, stair sum

m
ary of B

M
 M

oyers In
ter- 

ear, 11/24/75. 
'Jen

k
in

s (staff su
m

m
ary ), 12/117

6.13- 4. 
In  M

oyers, 8/2/76, p
. 17. 
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ced
ed

, "
I su

b
seq

u
en

tly realized
 I sh

ou
ld

 h
ave assu

m
ed

 th
at. . • . T

h
e 

n
atu

re of th
e gen

eral referen
ces th

at w
ere b

ein
g m

ad
e I realized

 

la
ter co

u
ld

 o
n

ly
 h

a
v
e co

m
e fro

m
 th

a
t k

in
d

 o
f k

n
o
w

led
g
e u

n
less 

th
ere w

as an
 in

form
er in

 M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g's p

resen
ce a good

 b
it 

of th
e tim

e."
 "

 
(4) A

ccord
in

g to N
ich

olas K
atzen

b
ach

, on
 N

ovem
b

er 25, 1964, th
e 

W
ash

in
gton

 B
u

reau
 C

h
ief of a n

ation
al n

ew
s p

u
b

lication
 told

 h
im

 

th
at on

e of h
is rep

orters h
ad

 b
een

 ap
p

roach
ed

 b
y th

e F
B

I an
d

 given
 

an
 op

p
ortu

n
ity to listen

 to som
e 'in

terestin
g"

 tap
es in

volvin
g D

r. 

K
in

g. K
atzen

b
ach

 told
 th

e C
om

m
ittee : 

I w
as sh

ock
ed

 b
y th

is revelation
, an

d
 felt th

at th
e P

resi-

dent should be advised im
m

ediately. O
n N

ovem
ber 28, I flew

, 

w
ith

 M
r. B

u
rk

e M
arsh

all, th
e retirin

g h
ead

 of th
e C

ivil 

R
ights D

ivision, to the L
B

J R
anch. 

O
n

 th
at occasion

 h
e an

d
 I in

form
ed

 th
e P

resid
en

t of ou
r 

con
versation

 w
ith

 th
e n

ew
s -ed

itor an
d

 exp
ressed

 in
 very 

strong term
s our view

 that this w
as shocking conduct and po-

litically extrem
ely d

an
gerou

s to th
e P

resid
en

cy. I told
 th

e 

P
resident m

y view
 that it should be stopped im

m
ediately and 

th
at h

e sh
ou

ld
 p

erson
ally con

tact M
r. H

oover. I received
 th

e 

im
p

ression
 th

at P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 took
 th

e m
atter very seri-

ously and that he w
ould do is I recom

m
ended. 

O
n

 th
e follow

in
g M

on
d

ay, I w
as in

form
ed

 b
y at least on

e 

oth
er rep

orter, an
d

 p
erh

ap
s tw

o, of sim
ilar offers m

ad
e to 

th
em

 th
e p

rior w
eek

. I sp
ok

e to th
e B

u
reau

 official w
h

o h
ad

 

been identified as having m
ade the offer and asked him

 about 

it. H
e flatly denied that any such offer had been m

ade or that 

th
e F

B
I w

ou
ld

 en
gage in

 an
y su

ch
 activity. T

h
ereu

p
on

 I 

ask
ed

 at least on
e of th

e rep
orters—

p
erh

ap
s all of th

em
—

w
hether they w

ould join m
e in confronting the B

ureau on this 

issue. T
hey declined to do so. 

I d
o n

ot k
n

ow
 w

h
eth

er P
resid

en
t Joh

n
son

 d
iscu

ssed
 th

is 

m
atter w

ith M
r. H

oover. or w
hat, if anything, w

as said. H
ow

-

ev
er, I w

a
s q

u
ite co

n
fid

en
t th

a
t th

a
t p

a
rticu

la
r a

ctiv
ity

 

ceased at that tim
e, and I attributed it to M

r. Johnson's inter-

ven
tion

. F
rom

 th
at tim

e u
n

til I left th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t I 

n
ever h

eard
 from

 .an
y p

erson
 of su

b
seq

u
en

t sim
ilar activity 

by the B
ureau. and I assum

ed it had ceased. I should add only 

th
is: I b

elieved
 th

at th
e tap

es in
 q

u
estion

 w
ere n

ot tap
es re-

su
itin

g from
 B

u
reau

 su
rveillan

ce b
u

t tap
es acq

u
ired

 from
 

State lea enforcem
ent authorities, and that such a representa-

tion w
as m

ade to the reporter at the tim
e." 

K
atzen

b
ach

 testified
 th

at C
arth

a D
eL

oach
 w

as th
e B

u
reau

 official 

w
hom

 the reporters had identified as having offered the tapes. K
atzen 

bach said that he had contacted D
eL

oach on his ow
n volition, and that 

h
e d

id
 n

ot tell D
eL

oach
 th

at h
e h

ad
 d

iscu
ssed

 th
e m

atter w
ith

 th
, 

P
resid

en
t. H

e said
 th

at w
h

en
 h

e ask
ed

 D
eL

oach
 if th

e B
u

reau
 h

ail 

° M
o
y
ers. 3

/2
/7

6
, p

. 1
7
. 

° T
h

e tw
o
 n

ew
sm

en
 tu

rn
ed

 d
o
w

n
 th

e B
u

rea
u

's o
ffer. • 

"
• N

ich
olas S

atsen
h

aeh
 testim

on
y, 12/5/75. H

earin
gs, V

ol 8, p
. 210. 

b
een

 offerin
g to p

lay tap
e record

in
gs con

cern
in

g D
r. K

in
g to rep

ort-

ers, D
eL

oach "told m
e rather angrily they w

ere not." 3"
 

B
u

rk
e M

arsh
all, w

h
en

 q
u

estion
ed

 b
y th

e C
om

m
ittee ab

ou
t th

ese 

even
ts, testified

 th
at th

e sam
e tw

o rep
orters h

ad
 also in

form
ed

 h
im

 

that. D
irector H

ooverw
as offering to play tape recordings of D

r. K
ing. 

H
e testified that he had assum

ed the reporters "w
ere telling the truth. 

that these tape recordings existed, and that they w
ere being leaked by 

th
e F

B
I."

 3"
 H

e testified
 th

at h
e h

ad
 n

ot su
sp

ected
 th

at th
e F

B
I h

ad
 

produced the tapes itself from
 m

icrophone coverage, but that he had 

assum
ed the F

B
I had acquired the tape recordings from

 Southern law
 

enforcem
ent agencies. 

It did not occur to m
e that the F

B
I w

ould go around placing 

m
icrop

h
on

es in
 D

r. K
in

g's h
otel . . . T

h
e n

otion
 th

at th
ey 

w
ould plant the m

icrophone, that they had a w
hole system

 of 

su
rveillan

ce of th
at sort. in

volvin
g illegal en

try an
d

 tresp
ass 

and things like that, did not occur to m
e. I w

ould not. have put 

it p
ast th

e local p
olice, b

u
t I con

sid
ered

 at th
e tim

e—
excep

t 

for M
r. H

oover h
im

self—
th

at th
e B

u
reau

 w
as a tigh

tly con
-

trolled
, w

ell-ru
n

, efficien
t, law

 ab
id

in
g law

 en
forcem

en
t 

agen
cy, th

at it d
id

n
't. d

o th
in

gs lik
e th

at, an
d

 th
erefore, it 

didn't occur to m
e that they had done it." 

M
arsh

all recalled
 th

at h
e an

d
 K

atzen
b

ach
 h

ad
 flow

n
 to P

resid
en

t 

Johnson's ranch in T
exas and had told the P

resident that the F
B

I w
as 

offering the tape recordings to reporters. M
arshall said that the P

resi-

dent w
as "shocked," and that the "conversation w

as in the context of 

it b
ein

g very im
p

ortan
t an

d
 a very n

asty p
iece of b

u
sin

ess th
at h

ad
 

to b
e stop

p
ed

."
 M

arsh
all d

id
 n

ot k
n

ow
, h

ow
ever. w

h
at action

 th
e 

P
resident subsequently took, if any, and could not rem

em
ber w

hether 

th
e P

resid
en

t h
ad

 voiced
 an

 in
ten

tion
 to tak

e an
y sp

ecific action
."

 

D
eL

oach
, w

h
en

 ask
ed

 if h
e h

ad
 ever d

iscu
ssed

 th
e con

ten
ts of tap

e 

record
in

gs or su
rveillan

ces of D
r. K

in
g w

ith
 m

em
b

ers of th
e p

ress. 

testified
 : "

I d
on

't recall an
y su

ch
 con

versation
s."

 "9  D
eL

oach
 d

id
 

state, h
ow

ever, th
at h

e h
ad

 k
n

ow
n

 ab
ou

t th
e tap

e record
in

gs of D
r. 

K
ing. H

e testified that one such tape recording had been in his office on 

one occasion, and that "it w
as so garbled and so terrible, I m

ean from
 

th
e stan

d
p

oin
t of fid

elity, th
at I told

 th
em

 to k
n

ock
 it off an

d
 tak

e 

it b
ack

."
"

0 
T

h
e on

ly record
 of th

is ep
isod

e in
 th

e F
B

I files is a m
em

oran
d

u
m

 

b
y D

eL
oach

 d
ated

 D
ecem

b
er 1. 1984. statin

g in
 p

art: 

B
ill M

oyers. w
hile I w

as at the W
hite H

ouse. today, advised 

that w
ord had gotten to the P

resident this afternoon that [the 

n
ew

sm
an

] w
as tellin

g all over tow
n

 . . , th
at th

e F
B

I h
ad

 

to
ld

 h
im

 th
a
t M

a
rtin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g
 w

a
s [ex

cised
]. [T

h
e 

new
sm

an] according to M
oyers, had stated to several people 

° N
ich

olas H
atsen

h
aeh

 testim
on

y, 11/1
2
/7

5
. p

p
. 5

7
-5

a
 

°
M

arsh
all testim

on
y, 3/3/78, p

. 39. 
°

M
arsh

all testim
on

y, 3/3/76, p
. 4&

 
b

larsh
all testim

on
y. 3/3/76, p

. 43. 
D

eL
oach

 testim
on

y, 11/25/75, p
. 156. 

" netoach testim
on

y, 11/25/76, p
. 188. 
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K
in

g
 p

u
b

licly
an

n
o

u
n

ced
 th

at it w
as tim

e fo
r th

e co
n

tro
v

ersy
 to

 en
d

, 
and 	

a m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 D

irecto
r H

o
o
v
er to

 seal a tru
ce. T

h
e 

F
B

I's p
u

b
 c criticism

 sto
p

p
ed

, b
u

t th
e B

u
reau

's secret cam
p

aig
n

 to
 

d
iscred

it D
r. K

in
g
 co

n
tin

u
ed

. B
eliev

in
g
 th

at D
r. K

in
g
's d

o
w

n
fall 

w
ould severely harm

 the entire m
ovem

ent for racial equality, several 
prom

inent civil rights figures m
et w

ith F
B

I officials to voice their con- 
cern

 an
d

 seek
 assu

ran
ces fro

m
 th

e F
B

I th
at th

e attack
s o

n
 D

r. K
in

g
 

w
ould stop. 

A
. F

irst S
teps in

 th
e P

u
blic C

on
troversy A

pril–N
ovem

ber 1964 

A
lthough the F

B
I had been covertly engaged in a m

assive cam
paign 

to
 d

iscred
it D

r. K
in

g
 fo

r sev
eral m

o
n

th
s, th

e fact th
at th

e F
Y

I w
as 

the source of allegations about. com
m

unist influence in the civil rights 
m

ovem
ent did not becom

e public until the release of D
irector H

oover's 
off-the-record testim

ony before the H
ouse A

ppropriations C
om

m
ittee 

in
 A

p
ril 1

9
6
4
. T

h
e D

irecto
r w

as q
u
o
ted

 in
 th

e p
ress as h

av
in

g
 testi-

fied that" 'C
om

m
unist influence does exist in the N

egro m
ovem

ent' and 
can influence 'large m

asses' of people." 1" D
r. K

ing im
m

ediately issued 
a fo

rcefu
l rep

ly
: 

It is v
ery

 u
n

fo
rtu

n
ate th

at M
r. J. E

d
g

ar H
o

o
v

er, in
 h

is 
claim

s o
f alleg

ed
 co

m
m

u
n

ist in
filtratio

n
 in

 th
e civ

il rig
h

ts 
m

ovem
ent, has allow

ed him
self to aid and abet the salacious 

claim
s o

f so
u
th

ern
 racists an

d
 th

e ex
trem

e rig
h
t-w

in
g
 

elem
ents. 

W
e ch

allen
g
e all w

h
o
 raise th

e "red
" issu

e, w
h
eth

er th
ey

 
be new

spaper colum
nists or the head of the F

B
I him

self—
to 

co
m

e fo
rw

ard
 an

d
 p

ro
v
id

e real ev
id

en
ce w

h
ich

 co
n
trad

icts 
th

is stan
d of the S

C
L

C
. W

e are confident that this cannot be 
done. 

W
e affirm

 th
at S

C
L

C
 is u

n
alterab

ly
 o

p
p
o
sed

 to
 th

e m
is-

guided philosophy of com
m

unist. 
It is d

ifficu
lt to

 accep
t th

e w
o

rd
 o

f th
e F

B
I o

n
 co

m
m

u
-

nist infiltration in the civil rights m
ovem

ent, w
hen they have 

been so
 c

o
m

p
le

te
ly

 ineffectual in resolving the continued m
ay-

hem
 and brutality inflicted upon the N

egro in the deep south. 
It w

o
u

ld
 b

e en
co

u
rag

in
g

 to
 u

s if M
r. H

o
o

v
er an

d
 th

e F
B

I 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e as d
ilig

en
t in

 ap
p

reh
en

d
in

g
 th

o
se resp

o
n

sib
le fo

r 
b

o
m

b
in

g
 ch

u
rch

es an
d

 k
illin

g
 little ch

ild
ren

 as th
ey

 are in
 

seeking out alleged com
m

unist infiltration in the civil rights 
m

o
v

em
en

t." 

In early M
ay 1964, D

irector H
oover m

ade the follow
ing response to a 

q
u

estio
n

 fro
m

 U
n

ited
 P

resss In
tern

atio
n

al co
n

cern
in

g
 w

h
eth

er an
y

 

N
ew

 Y
ork T

im
es, 4/22/64, p. 30. 

`F
B

I tranaerietton of D
r. K

in
g's statem

en
t to p

ress, M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

il-
liam

 S
u

llivan
 to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 4/23/64_ A
n

oth
er F

B
I m

em
oran

d
u

m
 w

h
ich

 d
ealt 

W
ith

 D
r. K

in
g's statem

en
t In

d
icated

 th
e B

u
reau

's op
in

ion
 th

at som
eon

e "
h

igh
 in

 
th

e A
d

m
in

istration
 n

ot k
n

ow
n

 to u
s . . . ap

p
aren

tly agreed w
ith

 D
r. K

in
g's p

ress 
release." sunivaree 

rep
ort ab

ou
t D

r. K
in

g'. statem
en

t 
p

oin
ted

 ou
t th

at "
K

in
g 

q
u

o
ted

 th
e A

G
 a

g
a

in
st th

e D
irector, to th

e effect th
at it is to b

e exp
ected

 th
at 

com
m

u
n

ist w
ill try to In

filtrate civil righ
ts m

ovem
en

ts, b
u

t th
ey h

ad
 n

ot su
c- 

ceed
ed

 in
 m

ak
in

g th
e exp

ected
 Im

p
act"

 (M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

 
to A

lan
 B

elm
on

t, 4/24/64.) 

119-1711 0 - 711. 
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th
at, "If th

e F
B

I w
ill d

o
 th

is to
 M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
, th

ey
 

w
ill u

n
d
o
u
b
ted

ly
 d

o
 it to

 an
y
o
n
e fo

r p
erso

n
al reaso

n
s." 

M
o
y
ers stated

 th
e P

resid
en

t w
an

ted
 to

 g
et th

is w
o
rd

 to
 u

s 
so

 w
e w

o
u
ld

 k
n
o
w

 n
o
t to

 tru
st [th

e n
ew

sm
an

]. M
o
y
ers also

 
stated

 th
at th

e P
resid

en
t felt th

at [th
e n

ew
sm

an
] lack

ed
 in

-
tegrity and w

as certainly no lover of the Johnson adm
inistra-

tio
n
 o

r th
e F

B
I. I to

ld
 M

o
y
ers th

is w
as certain

ly
 o

b
v
io

u
s."' 

D
eL

o
ach

 testified
 th

at h
e co

u
ld

 n
o

t recall th
e ev

en
ts su

rro
u

n
d

itis 
th

is m
em

o
ran

d
u

m
. B

ill M
o

y
ers, after rev

iew
in

g
 D

eL
o

ach
es m

em
o

-
randum

, testified that he recalled nothing about the incident involving 
th

e n
ew

sm
an

 o
r ab

o
u

t K
atzen

b
ach

's an
d

 M
arsh

all's d
iscu

ssio
n

 w
ith

 
th

e P
resid

en
t. H

e d
id

 n
o

t recall ev
er h

av
in

g
 h

eard
 th

at th
e B

u
reau

 
h
ad

 o
ffered

 to
 p

lay
 tap

e reco
rd

in
g
s o

f D
r. K

in
g
 to

 rep
o
rters. o

r ev
er 

having discussed the m
atter w

ith D
eL

oach. H
e testified. how

ever. th
is 

D
eL

oach 's m
em

orandum
 

sounds very plausible. F
in sure the P

resident called m
e or he 

to
ld

 m
e to

 tell h
im

 w
h

atev
er [D

eL
o

ach
's d

o
cu

m
en

t reflects]. 
Q

ue stion
. D

id
 th

e. P
resid

en
t tell y

o
u
 th

at h
e u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 

that [the new
sm

an] w
as saying all over tow

n that the B
ureau 

had been offering tapes? 
A

n
sw

er. I can
't rem

em
b
er th

e d
etails o

f th
at. Y

o
u
 k

n
o
w

, I 
can't tell you the num

ber of tim
es the P

resident w
as sounding 

off at [the new
sm

an]." 
W

hen asked if it w
ould be fair to conclude that the P

resident had com
-

p
lain

ed
 to

 M
o
y
ers ab

o
u
t th

e n
ew

sm
an

's rev
ealin

g
 th

at th
e B

u
reau

 
h

ad
 o

ffered
 to

 p
lay

 tap
es rath

er th
an

 ab
o

u
t th

e fact th
at th

e B
u

reau
 

had such tapes and had offered to play them
, M

overs replied. "It w
ould 

b
e fair to

 co
n
clu

d
e th

at. I d
o
n
't recall if th

at w
as ex

actly
 th

e w
ay

 I lie 

P
resid

en
t said

 it." 1"
 

V
T

. T
H

E
 H

O
O

V
E

R
- K

IN
G

 C
O

N
T

R
O

V
E

R
S

Y
 B

E
C

O
M

E
S

 P
C

B
L

IC
 A

N
D

 A
 T

R
U

cE
 1- 

C
A

L
L

E
D

 : A
P

R
IL

—
D

E
C

E
M

B
E

R
 1 

S
u

m
m

ary 
D

irector H
oover's dislike for D

r. K
ing, w

hich had been know
n w

ith-
in

 th
e B

u
reau

 sin
ce early

 1
9
6
2
," 1  becam

e a m
atter of public record in 

N
ovem

ber 1
9

6
4

 w
hen D

irector H
oover described D

r. Icing at a m
eet-

in
g w

ith w
om

en reporters as the "m
ost notorious liar" in the country. 

D
r. K

ing responded that the D
irector w

as obviously. "faltering" under 
th

e resp
o
n
sib

ilities o
f h

is o
ffice. T

h
e F

B
I im

m
ed

iately
 in

ten
sified

 its 
secret cam

p
aig

n
 ag

ain
st D

r. K
in

g
, o

fferin
g

 to
 p

lay
 th

e tap
es fro

m
 

m
icro

p
h
o
n
e su

rv
eillan

ce o
f D

r. K
in

g
 to

 rep
o
rters an

d
 to

 leak
 sto

ries 
concerning him

 to the press. T
he F

B
I also sent a tape recording m

ade 
from

 the m
icrophone surveillance to D

r. K
ing, w

ith a w
arning w

hich 
D

r. K
in

g
 an

d
 h

is clo
se asso

ciates in
terp

reted
 as an

 in
v
itatio

n
 ts 

suicide. 
T

he public aspects of the dispute peaked in D
ecem

ber 1964. shorty 
before D

r. K
ing w

ent to E
urdpe to receive the N

obel P
eace P

rize. 111 

M
em

orandum
 from

 C
artha D

eL
oach to John M

ohr, 12/1/64. 
=

 B
ill M

oyers testim
on

y. 3/2/76, p
. 8. 

▪
 M

oyers testim
on

y. 3/2/76, p
.9. 

▪
 A

s early as F
eb

ru
ary 19e2 th

e D
irector h

ad
 in

form
ed

 th
e D

om
estic In

telli -

gen
ce D

ivision
 : "

K
in

g is n
o good

 an
yw

ay."
 



B
oth

 Y
ou

n
g an

d
 R

alp
h

 A
b

ern
ath

y, w
h

o also h
eard

 th
e tap

e an
d

 read
 

th
e letter, in

terp
reted

 it a
s in

v
itin

g
 D

r. K
in

g
 to

 ta
k

e h
is o

w
n

 life."
 

W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
 testified

 th
at h

e cou
ld

 n
ot recall su

ch
 a letter."

' 
T

h
e F

B
I p

rovid
ed

 th
e C

om
m

ittee w
ith

 a cop
y of a letter w

h
ich

 w
as 

fou
n

d
 in

 S
u

llivan
's office files follow

in
g h

is d
isch

arge in
 1971."

' T
h

e 
letter stated

 in
 p

art : 
K

in
g. look

 in
to you

r h
eart. Y

ou
 k

n
ow

 you
 are a com

p
lete 

frau
d

 an
d

 a greater liab
ility to all of u

s N
egroes. W

h
ite p

eop
le 

in
 th

is cou
n

try h
ave en

ou
gh

 frau
d

s of th
eir ow

n
 b

u
t I am

 su
re 

th
ey d

on
't h

ave on
e at th

is tim
e th

at is an
y w

h
ere n

ear you
r 

eq
u

al. Y
ou

 are n
o clergym

an
 an

d
 you

 k
n

ow
 it. I rep

eat th
at 

you
 are a colossal frau

d
 an

d
 an

 evil, viciou
s on

e at th
at. • • . 

K
in

g. lik
e all frau

d
s you

r en
d

 is ap
p

roach
in

g. Y
ou

 cou
ld

 
h

a
v

e b
een

 o
u

r g
rea

test lea
d

er.... B
u

t y
o

u
 a

re d
o

n
e. Y

o
u

r 
"

h
on

orary"
 d

egrees. you
r N

ob
el P

rize (w
h

at a grim
 farce) 

an
d

 oth
er aw

ard
s w

ill n
ot save you

. K
in

g. I rep
eat you

 are 
d

o
n

e
.... 

T
h

e A
m

erican
 p

u
b

lic.. th
e ch

u
rch

 organ
ization

s th
at h

ave 
b

een
 h

elp
in

g—
P

rotestan
ts. C

ath
olics an

d
 Jew

s w
ill k

n
ow

 you
 

fo
r w

h
a
t y

o
u

 a
re—

a
n

 ev
il b

ea
st. S

o
 w

ill o
th

ers w
h

o
 h

a
v
e 

b
ack

ed
 you

. Y
ou

 are d
on

e. 
K

in
g. th

ere is on
ly on

e th
in

g left for you
 to d

o. Y
ou

 k
n

ow
 

w
h

at it is. Y
ou

 h
ave ju

st. 34 d
ays in

 w
h

ich
 to d

o (th
is exact 

n
u

m
b

er h
as b

een
 selected

 for a sp
ecific reason

. it h
as d

efin
ite 

p
ractical sign

ifican
ce). Y

ou
 are d

on
e. T

h
ere is b

u
t on

e w
ay 

ou
t for you

. Y
ou

 b
etter tak

e it b
efore you

r filth
y frau

d
u

len
t 

self is b
ared

 to th
e n

ation
. 

A
n

d
rew

 Y
o

u
n

g
 sta

ted
 th

a
t th

e la
st p

a
ra

g
ra

p
h

 o
f th

is letter w
a

s 
id

en
tical w

ith
 th

e letter th
at h

ad
 b

een
 sen

t to th
e S

C
L

C
 h

ead
q

u
arters, 

b
u

t th
at th

e oth
er p

ortion
s of th

e letter ap
p

eared
 to b

e an
 earlier d

raft 
of th

e letter th
at h

e h
ad

 seen
."

3  S
u

llivan
 testified

 th
at h

e d
id

 n
ot re-

call ever h
avin

g seen
 th

e d
ocu

m
en

t. alth
ou

gh
 it w

as "
p

ossib
le"

 th
at h

e 
h

ad
 som

eth
in

g to d
o w

ith
 it an

d
 sim

p
ly can

n
ot rem

em
b

er.' S
u

llivan
 

also testified
 th

at h
e cou

ld
 n

ot recall an
y con

versation
s at th

e F
B

I con
-

cern
in

g th
e p

ossib
ility of D

r. K
in

g's com
m

ittin
g su

icid
e. A

fter read
-

in
g th

e last p
aragrap

h
 of th

e letter. h
e con

ced
ed

 th
at it cou

ld
 b

e in
ter-

p
reted

 as an
 in

vitation
 to su

icid
e, alth

ou
gh

 so far as S
u

llivan
 k

n
ew

, 

"
Y

o
u

n
g
, 2

/1
9
/7

6
, p

. 8
; sta

ff su
m

m
a
ry

 o
f R

a
lp

h
 A

b
ern

a
th

y
 in

terv
iew

, 1
1
/1

9
/ 

7
5

.p
. 3

. 
S

u
lliran

. 11/1/75, p
. 112. 

"
T

h
e B

u
rea

u
 sa

id
 it co

u
ld

 n
o
t fin

d
 a

 co
p

y
 in

 a
n

y
 o

f its o
th

er files. 
"

'T
h

e letter g
iv

en
 to

 th
e C

o
m

m
ittee b

y
 th

e F
B

I w
a

s sin
g

le sp
a

ced
; A

n
d

rew
 

Y
o

u
n

g
 testified

 th
a

t D
r. K

in
g

 h
a

d
 receiv

ed
 "

a
 d

o
u

b
le sp

a
ced

 letter a
n

d
 It w

a
s 

a
b

o
u

t a
 p

a
g
e a

n
d

 a
 h

a
lf. It w

a
s ty

p
ed

 in
 a

 v
ery

 o
ld

 ty
p

ew
riter, v

ery
 b

a
d

 ty
p

in
g
."

 
H

e w
a
s certa

in
, h

o
w

ev
er th

a
t th

e la
st p

a
ra

g
ra

p
h

 o
f th

e tw
o
 letters w

ere n
ea

rly
 

id
en

tica
l. T

h
e o

n
e sen

t to
 D

r. K
in

g
 
"

w
a
s sim

p
lified

 a
n

d
 h

a
s sh

o
rter, sim

p
ler 

sen
ten

ces, b
u

t essen
tia

lly
 sa

id
 th

e sa
m

e th
in

g
, esp

ecia
lly

 th
e p

a
rt a

b
o
u

t 'th
ere's 

o
n

ly
 o

n
e
 th

in
g

 le
ft fo

r
 y

o
u

 to
 d

o
. . . 	

I rem
em

b
er th

a
t v

iv
id

ly
."

 (Y
o
u

n
g
. 

2
/1

9
/7

6
, p

. 3
8
) 

"
S

u
lliv

a
n

. 1
1

/1
/7

5
, p

. 1
1

2
. S

u
lliv

a
n

 su
g

g
ested

 th
a

t th
e letter m

ig
h

t h
a

v
e 

b
een

 "
p

lan
ted

"
 in

 h
is files. 

th
e F

B
I's g

o
a
l w

a
s sim

p
ly

 to
 co

n
v
in

ce D
r. K

in
g
 to

 resig
n

 fro
m

 th
e 

S
C

L
C

, n
ot to k

ill h
im

self."
' 

W
h

en
 ask

ed
 b

y th
e ('om

in
ittee w

h
at h

ad
 u

ltim
ately h

ap
p

en
ed

 to 
th

e letter received
 b

y R
everen

d
 K

in
g, A

n
d

rew
 Y

ou
n

g testified
 : 

I'm
 n

ot really su
re ab

ou
t th

is n
o
w

, b
u

t I th
in

k
 w

e d
iscu

ssed
 

so
m

eth
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t a

 letter 
w

ith
 

D
eL

oach
—

I'm
 n

ot certain
 

w
h

eth
er it w

as D
elm

ach
 or th

e local F
B

I agen
ts—

an
d

 th
ey 

said
 th

ey w
ou

ld
 b

e glad
 to look

 in
to it. T

h
ey said

, w
h

en
ever 

w
e got an

y of th
ese k

in
d

 of th
reaten

in
g letters, to sen

d
 th

em
 

to th
em

, an
d

 th
ey w

ou
ld

 b
e glad

 to in
vestigate. T

h
at letter 

m
ay h

ave b
een

 sen
t b

ack
 to D

eL
oach

.333  

C
. A

ttem
p
ts b

y th
e F

B
I to

 "
L

ea
k
"

 to
 R

ep
o
rters T

a
p
e R

eco
rd

in
g
s 

E
m

barrassin
g to D

r. Ii in
g 

A
fter D

irector H
oover d

en
ou

n
ced

 D
r. K

in
g as a "

n
otoriou

s liar"
 in

 
m

id
-N

ovem
b

er, th
e F

B
I ap

p
aren

tly m
ad

e several attem
p

ts to "
leak

"
 

tap
e record

in
gs con

cern
in

g D
r. K

in
g to n

ew
sm

en
. O

n
e offer in

volvin
g 

th
e B

u
reau

 C
h

ief of a n
ation

al n
ew

s p
u

b
lication

 h
as b

een
 d

iscu
ssed

 at 
len

gth
 in

 th
e p

reced
in

g ch
ap

ter."
 D

avid
 K

raslow
, an

oth
er rep

orter, 
h

as told
 a C

om
m

ittee staff m
em

b
er, th

at on
e of h

is "
b

etter sou
rces at 	

1 
th

e B
u

reau
"

 offered
 h

im
 a tran

scrip
t of a tap

e record
in

g ab
ou

t D
r. 	

1 
K

in
g
. K

raslow
 said

 th
at h

is sou
rce read

 h
im

 a p
ortion

 of th
e tran

scrip
t 

on
 th

e p
h

on
e, an

d
 claim

ed
 th

at it cam
e from

 a "
b

u
g"

 op
erated

 b
y a 

S
o
u

th
ern

 p
o
lice a

g
en

cy
. K

ra
slo

w
 sa

id
 th

a
t h

e d
eclin

ed
 th

e o
ffer."

 
It is n

ot k
n

ow
n

 h
ow

 m
an

y oth
er rep

orters w
ere ap

p
roach

ed
 b

y th
e 

F
B

I d
u

rin
g th

at p
eriod

; N
ich

olas K
atzen

b
ach

 testified
 th

at at least 
on

e oth
er rep

orter lied
 in

form
ed

 h
im

 of a sim
ilar B

u
reau

 offer,"
 an

d
 

oth
er w

itn
esses, su

ch
 as Jam

es F
arm

er, h
ave m

en
tion

ed
 ad

d
ition

al 
"

leak
s"

 from
 th

e B
u

reau
.'"

 

"
1  O

n
e F

B
I w

itn
ess testified

 th
a

t h
e in

terp
reted

 th
e "

3
4

 d
a

y
s"

 to
 refer to

 
C

h
ristm

as, an
d

 that 
th

e F
B

I h
a

d
 a

p
p

a
ren

tly
 h

o
p

ed
 D

r. K
in

g
 w

o
u

ld
 resig

n
 fo

r 
C

h
ristm

a
s. (J

a
m

es A
d

a
m

s testim
o
n

y
. 1

1
/1

9
/7

5
, H

ea
rin

g
s. V

o
l. 6

. p
p

. 6
6
-6

S
. 

W
h

en
 ask

ed
 ab

ou
t th

is in
terp

retation
. A

n
d

rew
 Y

ou
n

g testified
 : 

"
W

e d
id

n
't th

in
k

 o
f th

a
t. W

e th
o

u
g

h
t th

a
t h

e w
a

s ta
lk

in
g

 a
b

o
u

t co
m

m
ittin

g
 

su
icid

e, a
n

d
 w

e tied
 th

e d
a

te to
 th

e N
o

b
le P

rise.... T
h

a
t is th

e w
a

y
 w

e d
is-

cu
ssed

 It; 
to

 co
m

m
it su

icid
e, o

r th
a

t h
e w

a
s g

o
in

g
 to

 b
e p

u
b

licly
 h

u
m

ilia
ted

 
J
u

st a
t th

e m
o
m

en
t o

f ills receip
t o

f th
e N

o
b

le P
rize."

 (A
n

d
rew

 Y
o
u

n
g
, 2

/1
9
/7

6
, 

p. S
T

) 
C

a
rl R

o
w

a
n

 sta
ted

 d
u

rin
g

 a
 sta

ff In
terv

iew
 th

a
t h

e h
a

d
 b

een
 in

fo
rm

ed
 b

y
 

a
 relia

b
le so

u
rce, w

h
o

m
 b

e d
eclin

ed
 to

 Id
en

tify
, th

a
t th

e d
ecisio

n
 to

 m
a

il th
e 

ta
p

e reco
rd

in
g
 a

n
d

 letter h
a
d

 b
een

 m
a
d

e d
u

rin
g
 a

 m
eetin

g
 a

t w
h

ich
 D

irecto
r 

H
o
o
v
er w

a
s p

resen
t. R

o
w

a
n

's so
u

rce sa
id

 th
a
t th

e D
irecto

r w
as 

"
livid

"
 over 

D
r. K

in
g

's receip
t o

f th
e N

o
b

el P
ea

ce P
rize, a

n
d

 th
a

t m
eth

o
d

s o
f p

rev
en

tin
g

 D
r. 

K
in

g
 fro

m
 receiv

in
g
 th

e P
rize w

ere d
iscu

ssed
 a

t th
e m

eetin
g
. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e 

so
u

rce, th
ere w

a
s a

 d
iscu

ssio
n

 a
t th

e m
eetin

g
 co

n
cern

in
g
 a

lleg
a
tio

n
s th

a
t D

r
.  

K
in

g
 b

a
d

 tried
 to

 co
m

m
it su

icid
e w

h
en

 h
e w

a
s y

o
u

n
g
 su

ch
 a

lleg
a
tio

n
s h

a
d

 
a
p

p
ea

red
 In

 th
e n

ew
s m

ed
ia

—
e.g

. T
im

e 1
/3

/6
4
, p

. 1
4
1
, a

n
d

 th
a
t h

e still h
a
d

 
su

icid
a
l ten

d
en

cies. T
h

e so
u

rce to
ld

 R
o
w

a
n

 th
a
t th

e p
a
rticip

a
n

ts in
 th

e m
eetin

g
 

h
ad

 con
clu

d
ed

 th
at if th

e tap
e w

ere m
ailed

. D
r. K

in
g m

igh
t b

e so d
istressed

 th
at 

h
e w

o
u

ld
 co

m
m

it su
icid

e. (S
ta

ff su
m

m
a

ry
 o

f C
a

rl R
o

w
a

n
 in

terv
iew

, 9
/2

9
/7

5
. 

p. 2.) 
"

 Y
o

u
n

g
. 2

/1
9

/7
6

, p
. 3

9
. Y

o
u

n
g
's co

n
feren

ce w
ith

 D
eL

o
a

ch
 is d

iscu
ssed

 p
. 1

0
9

. 
's

e
e
 p

. 152 et seq
. 

S
taff su

m
m

ary. D
avid

 K
raslow

 in
terview

. 
n"

K
a
tzen

b
a
cii. 1

1
/1

2
/7

5
. p

. 9
1
. K

a
tzen

b
a
ch

 w
a
s u

n
a
b

le to
 reca

ll th
e Id

en
tity

 
of th

e rep
orter. 

Jam
es F

arm
er S

taff In
terview

. 11/13/75, p
. 5. 
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In O
ctober 1966, the D

om
estic Intelligence D

ivision recom
m

ended 
that an article "indicting JU

T
* for his failure to take a stand on the 

[black pow
er] issue and at the sam

e tim
e exposing the degree of com

-
m

unist influence on him
" be given to a new

spaper contact "friendly" 
to th

e B
u

reau
, "

su
ch

 as . . [th
e] E

d
itor of U

.S
. N

ew
s an

d
 W

orld
 

R
eport." 

It is felt that the public should again be rem
inded of this com

-
m

unist influence on K
ing, and the current controversy am

ong 
civil rights leaders m

akes this tim
ely to do $0.412 

A
ttached to the m

em
orandum

 w
as a proposed article w

hich noted 
th

at th
e efforts of several civil righ

ts lead
ers to d

en
ou

n
ce "

B
lack

 
P

ow
er" had been "underm

ined by one m
an in the civil rights m

ove-
m

ent w
ho holds in his hands the pow

er to silence the rabble rousers and 
to give the m

ovem
ent renew

ed m
om

entum
." T

he article attributed D
r. 

K
in

g's eq
u

ivocation
 to h

is ad
visers, w

h
o w

ere alleged
 to h

ave h
ad

 
affiliations w

ith the C
om

m
unist P

arty or organizations associated w
ith 

the P
arty. D

r. K
ing's decision to oppose the V

ietnam
ese w

ar w
as also 

attributed to these advisers."' 
O

ne project involving the m
ass m

edia w
hich the F

B
I felt had been 

particularly successful w
as its attem

pt to prevent D
r. K

ing from
 ob-

taining contributions from
 Jam

es H
offa of the T

eam
sters U

nion. In 
O

ctober 1966, the F
B

I discovered that D
r. K

ing planned to m
eet w

ith 
H

offa, b
u

t th
at D

r. K
in

g had w
anted to avoid publicity because, in 

the w
ords of the B

ureau : 
D

isclosure of K
ing's transpareet attem

pt to blackm
ail H

offa 
w

ith the large N
egro m

em
bership of H

offea union, to solve 
the Southern C

hristian L
eadership C

onference's financial 
problem

s, w
ould cause an uproar am

ong leaders of organiza-
tion

s h
avin

g large N
egro m

em
b

ersh
ip

s; p
oin

tin
g ou

t th
eir 

ow
n vulnerability to such a squeeze by any unscrupulous civil 

rights leader. T
his potential collusion betw

een large labor 
unions and the civil rights m

ovem
ent could also react to the 

detrim
ent of the N

egro in that through large financial dona-
tions, an unscrupulous labor leader could subvert the legiti-
_m

ate aim
s an d objectives of the civil rights m

ovem
ent to his 

ow
n purposes.'" 	

• 
T

he C
rim

e R
ecords D

ivision prepared an article for public release 
raisin

g th
e q

u
estion

 of "
w

h
o really gets sq

u
eezed

 w
h

en
 th

ese tw
o 

p
yth

on
s get togeth

er."
'"

 T
h

e D
om

estic In
telligen

ce D
ivision

 also 
recom

m
ended : 

a B
ureau official be designated now

 to alert friendly new
s 

m
edia of the m

eeting once the m
eeting date is learned so that 

"
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 10/27/66. 

D
irector tioarer's "

O
.K

."
 ap

p
ears at th

e b
ottom

 of th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
. T

h
ere 

N
 a

lso
 a

 n
o
te sta

tin
g
, "

U
.S

. N
ew

s a
n

d
 W

o
rld

 R
ep

o
rt w

ill n
o
t u

se a
rticle o

f th
is 

ru
itu

te."
 It is n

o
t k

n
o
w

n
 w

h
eth

er th
e a

rticle w
a
s a

ctu
a
lly

 d
istrib

u
ted

. 
'114  M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 F
red

erick
 B

au
m

gard
n

er to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
. 10/28/66. 

"
 M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 C
h

a
rles B

ren
n

a
n

 to
 F

red
erick

 B
a
u

m
g
a
rd

n
er, W

illia
m

 
S

u
llivan

, attach
ed

 to B
au

m
gard

n
er m

em
oran

d
u

m
, 10/28/611 
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arrangem
ents can be m

ade for appropriate press coverage of 
the planned m

eeting to expose and disrupt  

D
irector H

oover's "O
.K

. -
  appeida below

 that recom
m

endation. 
O

n discovering that the m
eeting W

as about to occur, the C
rim

e 
R

ecords D
ivision notified a reporter for the N

ew
 Y

ork D
aily N

ew
s 

and a national colum
nist. "N

ew
s photographers and w

ire services are 
also being alerted to give coverage. . . ' 4"

  
A

 C
rim

e R
ecords D

ivision m
em

orandum
 on the follow

ing day re-
ported that "in view

 of publicity in the N
ew

 Y
ork D

aily N
ew

s regard-
ing this proposed m

eeting, K
ing and his aides had decided that it w

ould 
be unw

ise to m
eet w

ith H
offa." T

he B
ureau then notified reporters that 

D
r. K

ing w
as com

ing to W
ashington, D

.C
. T

he reporters "cornered" 
D

r. K
ing as he cam

e off the plane and quizzed him
 about the proposed 

m
eeting. T

he C
rim

e R
ecords D

ivision reported these events to the 
D

irector desith the assessm
ent that "our counterintelligence aim

 to 
thw

art K
ing from

 receiving m
oney. from

 the T
eam

sters has been quite 
successful to date." D

irector H
oover initialed the m

em
orandum

 re-
porting this new

s, "E
xcellent." '" 

In M
arch 1967 D

irector H
oover approved a recom

m
endation by th

e 
D

om
estic Intelligence D

ivision to furnish' "friendly" reporters ques-
tion

s to ask
 D

r. K
in

g. T
h

e In
telligen

ce D
ivision

 b
elieved

 th
at D

r. 
K

in
g w

ould be particularly "vulnerable" to questions concerning his 
opposition to the w

ar in V
ietnam

, and recO
m

m
ended that a reporter 

be selected to interne* D
r..K

ing "ostensibly to question K
ing about 

h
is n

ew
 b

ook
," b

u
t w

ith
 th

e ob
jective of b

rin
gin

g ou
t th

e foreign
-

policy aspects of D
r. K

ing'sphiloeophy. 
T

his could then be linked to show
 that K

ing's current policies 
rem

arkably parallel com
m

unist efforts. T
his w

ould cause ex-
trem

e em
barrassm

ent to K
ing.'" 

In O
ctober 1967 the D

om
estic Intelligence D

ivision recom
m

ended 
that an editorial in a N

egro m
agazine, w

hich criticized D
r. K

ing for 
his stance on the V

ietnam
 w

ar, be given to "friendly new
s sources." 

T
he purpose of the dissem

ination w
as to "publicize K

ing as a traitor 
to his country and his race" and to "reduce his incom

e" from
 a series of 

sh
ow

s given
 b

y H
arry B

elafon
te to earn

 fu
n

d
s for th

e S
C

L
C

. T
h

e 
recom

m
endation w

as approved 
by 

th
e 

D
irector an

d
 is m

ark
ed

 
"H

andled 10/28/67." "" 
4. A

ttem
pts to D

iscredit D
r. K

M
g 'W

ith
 M

eijer P
olitical an

d 
F

inancial L
eaders 

In M
arch 1965 the F

B
I learned that a "M

artin L
uther K

ing D
ay" 

w
as being planned in a m

ajor city. T
he D

om
esf.ic Intelligence D

ivision 
recom

m
ended that the Special A

gent in . C
harge "personally m

eet 
w

ith the G
overnor and brief him

 concerning K
ing" in order to "in-

duce him
 to m

inim
ize the affair and especially the aw

ard for K
ing." 

". M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 F

red
erick

 B
au

m
gard

n
er to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 11/11/438. 
"

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 R

ob
ert W

ick
 to C

iarth
a D

eL
oach

, 11/8A
69. 

M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 R

ob
ert W

ick
 to C

arlin
. D

eL
each

, 11/9/88. 
"

 M
em

oran
d

u
m

 from
 C

h
arier' B

ren
n

an
 to W

illiam
 S

u
llivan

, 318/87. T
h

e p
ro-

p
osal w

as given
 D

irector H
oover's -tax" a

n
d

 a
 h

a
n

tiv
id

iten
 n

o
te in

 th
e m

a
rg

in
 

In
itialed

 b
y th

e C
h

ief at th
e C

rim
e R

ecord
s D

ivision
,stab

ea, "
h

an
d

led
."

 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 G
eorge M

oore to W
illiam

 lialliviid
, 10/18/67. 
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T
h

e p
u

rp
ose of th

is n
ew

 cou
n

terin
telligen

ce en
d

eavor is to 
exp

ose, d
isru

p
t, m

isd
irect, d

iscred
it, or oth

erw
ise n

eu
tralize 

the activities of black-nationalist, hate-type organizations and 
grou

p
in

gs, th
eir lead

ersh
ip

, sp
ok

esm
en

, m
em

b
ersh

ip
 an

d
 

su
p

p
orters, an

d
 to cou

n
ter th

eir p
rop

en
sity for violen

ce 
and civil disorder. 

Intensified attention under this program
 should be afforded 

to th
e activities of su

ch
 grou

p
s as th

e S
tu

d
en

t N
on

violen
t 

C
oord

in
atin

g C
om

m
ittee, 

S
ou

th
ern

 C
h

ristian
 L

eadersh
ip 

C
on

feren
ce, R

evolu
tion

ary A
ction

 M
ovem

en
t, th

e D
eacon

s 
for D

efense and Justice, C
ongress of R

acial E
quality, and the 

N
ation

 of Islam
. [E

m
p

h
asis ad

d
ed

.] "
u

 

T
h

e D
om

estic In
telligen

ce D
ivision

 exp
an

d
ed

 th
e B

lack
 N

ation
al-

ist-H
ate G

rou
p

s C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
 in

 F
eb

ru
ary 1968. T

h
e in

stru
ction

s 
to the field offices listed as a "goal": 

P
reven

t th
e rise of a "

m
essiah

-  w
h

o cou
ld

 u
n

ify an
d

 elec-
trify th

e m
ilitan

t b
lack

 n
ation

alist m
ovem

en
t. M

alcolm
 X

 
m

igh
t h

ave b
een

 su
ch

 a "
m

essiah
;"

 h
e is th

e m
artyr of th

e 
m

ovem
en

t tod
ay. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g, S
tok

ely C
arm

ich
ael, 

an
d

 E
lijah

 M
u

h
am

m
ed

 all asp
ire to th

is p
osition

. E
lijah

 
M

u
h

am
m

ed
 is less of a th

reat b
ecau

se of h
is age. K

in
g cou

ld
 

b
e a real con

ten
d

er for th
is p

osition
 sh

ou
ld

 h
e ab

an
d

on
 h

is 
su

p
p

osed
 "

ob
ed

ien
ce"

 to "
w

h
ite, lib

eral d
octrin

es"
 (n

on
vio-

len
ce) an

d
 em

b
race b

lack
 n

ation
alism

. . . 434  

T
h

e S
C

L
C

 w
as retain

ed
 as a "p

rim
ary target" of th

e C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
, 

an
d

 M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g's n

am
e w

as ad
d

ed
 to th

e list of p
erson

s w
h

o 
w

ere targets. 
T

h
e su

p
ervisor of th

e B
lack

 N
ation

alist C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
, told

 th
e 

C
om

m
ittee th

at h
e cou

ld
 recall n

o cou
n

terin
telligen

ce activities d
i-

rected
 again

st th
e S

C
L

C
, b

u
t th

at several w
ere tak

en
 again

st D
r. 

K
in

g."
' 

C
. T

h
e F

B
I's E

fforts to D
iscredit D

r. K
in

g D
u

rin
g H

is L
ast M

on
th

s 

B
etw

een 1965 and early 1967, the files indicate that B
ureau concern 

about D
r. K

ing had decreased. T
his concern w

as revived by D
r. K

ing's 
A

p
ril 4, 1967. sp

eech
 at N

ew
 Y

ork
's R

iversid
e C

h
u

rch
, in

 w
h

ich
 lie 

op
p

osed
 th

e A
d

m
in

istration
's p

osition
 in

 V
ietn

am
. T

h
e F

B
I in

ter-
p

reted
 th

is p
osition

 as p
roof h

e "
h

as b
een

 in
flu

en
ced

 b
y com

m
u

n
ist 

ad
visers:: an

d
 n

oted
 th

at K
in

g's rem
ark

s w
ere "

a d
irect p

arallel of 
th

e com
m

u
n

ist p
osition

 on
 V

ietn
am

."
'"

 A
 w

eek
 after th

e sp
eech

 th
e 

F
B

I sen
t th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se an
d

 th
e Ju

stice D
ep

artm
en

t a revised
 ed

i-
tion of the printed K

ing m
onograph. 

In
 early D

ecem
b

er 1967 D
r. K

in
g an

n
ou

n
ced

 p
lan

s to h
old

 d
em

on
-

stration
s in

 m
ajor A

m
erican

 cities, in
clu

d
in

g W
ash

in
gton

, D
.C

., to 
sp

u
r C

on
gress in

to en
actin

g civil righ
ts legislation

. T
h

e F
B

I follow
ed

 
closely d

evelop
m

en
ts in

 D
r. K

in
g's "

W
ash

in
gton

 S
p

rin
g P

roject"
 for-

w
ard

in
g to th

e W
h

ite H
ou

se in
form

ation
 con

cern
in

g A
d

viser A
's 

"
M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r. F
B

I to
 S

p
ecia

l A
g
en

ts in
 C

h
a
rg

e, 8
/2

5
/6

7
. 

'M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r. F
B

I to
 S

p
ecia

l A
g
en

ts In
 C

h
a
rg

e, 3
/4

/6
8
 

"
 T

estim
on

y, 10/17/76, p
. 14. 

"
M

em
o

ra
n

d
u

m
 fro

m
 C

h
a

rles B
ren

n
a

n
 to

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

, 4
/1

0
/6

7
.  

is
'
 

fund-raising activities and D
r. K

ing's plans to tape a lecture series for 
a foreign

 television
 system

, alleged
ly to raise fu

n
d

s for th
e p

roject.'"
 

In
 F

eb
ru

ary 1968 th
e F

B
I again

 revised
 th

e K
in

g m
on

ograp
h

 an
d

 
distributed it to certain officials in the E

xecutive B
ranch. T

he D
om

estic 
Intelligence D

ivision m
em

orandum
 recom

m
ending the new

 m
onograph 

stated
 th

at its d
issem

in
ation

 "
p

rior to K
in

g's 'W
ash

in
gton

 S
p

rin
g 

P
roject' sh

ou
ld

 serve again
 to rem

in
d

 top
-level officials in

 G
overn

-
m

en
t of th

e w
h

olly d
isrep

u
tab

le ch
aracter of K

in
g."

'"
 

In
 early M

arch
, th

e B
u

reau
 b

road
en

ed
 its B

lack
 N

ation
alist-H

ate 
G

rou
p

s C
O

IN
T

E
L

P
R

O
 exp

licitly to in
clu

d
e D

r. K
in

g."
' T

ow
ard

 th
e 

en
d

 of th
e m

on
th

, th
e F

B
I b

egan
 to d

issem
in

ate in
form

ation
 to th

e 
p

ress "
d

esign
ed

 to cu
rtail su

ccess of M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g's fu

n
d

 
raisin

g cam
p

aign
 for th

e W
ash

in
gton

 S
p

rin
g P

roject."
 T

h
e first of 

m
an

y p
lan

s in
clu

d
ed

 circu
latin

g a story 

that K
ing does not need contributions from

 the 70,000 people 
he solicited. Since the churches have offered support, no m

ore 
m

oney is needed and any contributed w
ould only be used by 

K
in

g for oth
er p

u
rp

oses. T
h

is item
 w

ou
ld

 n
eed

 n
ation

-w
id

e 
circulation in order to reach all the potential contributors and 
cu

rtail th
eir d

on
ation

s.'"
 

O
n

 M
arch

 25, th
e B

u
reau

 ap
p

roved
 a p

lan
 to m

ail an
 an

on
ym

ou
s 

letter to a civil righ
ts lead

er in
 S

elm
a, A

lab
am

a, w
h

o w
as "

m
iffed

"
 

w
ith D

r. K
ing, and a copy of that letter to a Selm

a new
spaper. hoping 

that the new
spaper m

ight interview
 the leader about its contents. T

he 
B

u
reau

 d
escrib

ed
 th

e p
u

rp
ose of th

e letter as callin
g 

to the attention of [the civil rights leader] that K
ing is m

erely 
u

sin
g th

e N
egroes of th

e S
elm

a area for h
is ow

n
 p

erson
al 

aggran
d

izem
en

t ; th
at h

e is n
ot gen

u
in

ely in
terested

 in
 th

eir 
w

elfare, b
u

t on
ly in

 th
eir d

on
ation

s; th
at in

 all p
rob

ab
ility 

th
e in

d
ivid

u
als goin

g to W
ash

in
gton

 for th
e S

p
rin

g P
roject 

w
ill b

e left stran
d

ed
 w

ith
ou

t su
itab

le h
ou

sin
g or food

. T
h

e 
letter sh

ou
ld

 also p
lay u

p
 th

e p
ossib

ility of violen
ce."

' 

T
h

ere is n
o in

d
ication

 in
 F

B
I files th

at th
e letter w

as m
ailed

. 
D

u
rin

g th
e latter p

art of M
arch

, D
r. K

in
g w

en
t to M

em
p

h
is, T

en
-

nessee, w
here a strike by Sanitation W

orkers had erupted into violent 
riots. 

A
 M

arch
 28, 1968, D

om
estic In

telligen
ce D

ivision
 m

em
oran

d
u

m
 

stated
: A

 sanitation strike has been going on in M
em

phis for som
e 

tim
e. M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g, Jr., tod
ay led

 a m
arch

 com
p

osed
 

of 5,000 to 6,000 people through the streets of M
em

phis. K
ing 

w
as in an autom

obile preceding the m
archers. A

s the m
arch 

developed, acts of violence and vandalism
 broke out including 

the breaking of w
indow

s in stores and som
e looting. 

"
?

J
em

o
ra

n
tiu

m
 fro

m
 G

eo
rg

e M
oore to

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

, 1
2
/1

8
/6

7
; m

em
o
. 

ran
d

om
 from

 D
irector, F

B
I to L

B
G

A
T

, 12/21/67. 
"

' M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 G
eo

rg
e M

o
o
re to

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

, 2
/2

9
/6

8
. 

"
 S

ee d
iscu

ssion
, su

p
ra. p

„ 180. 
M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 G
eo

rg
e M

o
o
re to

 W
illia

m
 S

u
lliv

a
n

, 3
/2

6
/6

8
 

'M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 
S

A
C

, M
o
b

ile to
 D

irecto
r, F

B
I, 3

/2
5
/6

8
; m

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 
fro

m
 D

irecto
r, F

ill to
 S

A
C

, M
o
b

ile, 4
/2

/6
8
. 
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T
h
is d

early
 d

em
o
n
strates th

at acts of so-called nonviolence 
advocated by K

ing cannot be controlled. T
he sam

e thing could 
happen in his planned m

assive civil disobedience for W
ashing- 

to
n
 in

 A
p
ril. 

A
C

T
IO

N
 

A
ttach

ed
 is a b

lin
d

 m
em

o
ran

d
u

m
 p

o
in

tin
g

 o
u

t th
e ab

o
v

e, 
w

h
ich

 if y
o

u
 ap

p
ro

v
e, sh

o
u

ld
 b

e m
ad

e av
ailab

le b
y

 C
rim

e 
R

ecords D
ivision to cooperative new

s m
edia sources. 

T
he m

em
orandum

 carried D
irector H

oover's "O
.K

." and the notation, 
"h

an
d

led
 o

n
 3

3
8

/6
8

. -4
"
 

O
n M

arch 29,1968, the D
om

estic Intelligence D
ivision recom

m
ended 

th
at th

e fo
llo

w
in

g
 article b

e fu
rn

ish
ed

 to
 a co

o
p
erativ

e n
ew

s so
u
rce: 

M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g

, d
u

rin
g

 th
e san

itatio
n

 w
o

rk
ers' strik

e 
in M

em
phis, T

ennessee, has urged N
egroes to boycott dow

n-
tow

n w
hite m

erchants to achieve N
egro dem

ands. O
n 3/29/68 

K
ing led a m

arch for the sanitation w
orkers. L

ike Judas lead-
ing lam

bs to slaughter K
ing led the m

archers to violence, and 
w

hen the violence broke out, K
ing disappeared. 

T
he fine H

otel L
orraine in M

em
phis is ow

ned and patron-
ized

 ex
clu

siv
ely

 b
y
 N

eg
ro

es b
u

t K
in

g
 d

id
n

't g
o

 th
ere fo

r h
is 

h
asty

 ex
it. In

stead
 K

in
g
 d

ecid
ed

 th
e p

lu
sh

 H
o
lid

ay
 In

n
 

M
otel, w

hite ow
ned, operated and alm

ost exclusively patron-
ized

, w
as th

e p
lace to

 "co
o
l it." T

h
ere w

ill b
e n

o
 b

o
y
co

tt o
f 

w
h
ite m

erch
an

ts fo
r K

in
g
, o

n
ly

 fo
r h

is fo
llo

w
ers." 6  

O
n

 A
p

ril 4
, D

r. K
in

g
 retu

rn
ed

 to
 M

em
p

h
is. T

h
is tim

e h
e re.g

istered
 

at th
e L

o
rrain

e H
o

tel. W
e h

av
e d

isco
v

ered
 n

o
 ev

id
en

ce th
at th

e F
B

I 
w

as resp
o

n
sib

le fo
r D

r. K
in

g
's m

o
v

e to
 th

e L
o

rrain
e H

o
tel."' 

*
*

M
em

o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 G
eo

rg
e M

o
o

re to
 W

illia
m

 S
u

lliv
a

n
, 3

/2
8

/8
8

. A
n

 a
rticle 

a
b

o
u

t v
io

len
ce in

 th
e sa

n
ita

tio
n

 strik
e, p

u
b

lish
ed

 in
 th

e M
em

p
h

is C
o
m

m
ercia

l 
C

larion
 on

 M
arch

 29,1988, ech
oed

 th
e w

ord
in

g of th
e F

B
I m

em
oran

d
u

m
, alth

ou
gh

 
th

ere Is n
o

 p
ro

o
f th

a
t th

e F
B

I w
a

s resp
o

n
sib

le fo
r th

e a
rticle, T

h
e a

rticle sta
ted

 : 
"

Y
esterd

ay's m
arch

, osten
sib

ly a p
rotest on

 b
eh

alf of th
e city's strik

in
g san

ita-
tio

n
 w

o
rk

ers, w
a

s g
en

era
lly

 co
n

sid
ered

 to
 b

e a
 'd

ress reh
ea

rsa
l' b

y
 D

r. K
in

g
 fo

r 
h

is p
la

n
n

ed
 m

a
rch

 o
n

 W
a
sh

in
g
to

n
 A

p
ril 2

2
."

 (M
em

p
h

is C
o
m

m
ercia

l C
la

rio
n

, 
3

/2
9

/8
8

.) 
M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 G
eorge M

oore to W
illiam

 S
u

llivan
, 3/29/88. 

D
r. K

in
g

's a
sso

cia
tes a

n
d

 th
e F

B
I b

o
th

 d
en

y
 th

a
t th

is la
st effo

rt to
 d

iscred
it 

D
r. K

in
g

 in
flu

en
ced

 h
is d

ecisio
n

 to
 m

o
v

e to
 th

e L
o

rra
in

e H
o

tel. D
r. R

a
lp

h
 A

b
er-

n
a
th

y
, w

h
o
 w

a
s w

ith
 D

r. K
in

g
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is la
st d

a
y
s, to

ld
 th

e C
o
m

m
ittee th

a
t h

e 
h

ad
 n

ot b
een

 aw
are of an

y n
ew

sp
ap

er articles criticizin
g
 D

r. K
in

g
 fo

r sta
y
in

g
 a

t 
th

e H
o
lid

a
y
 In

n
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is v
isit th

e p
rev

io
u

s w
eek

. H
e w

a
s certa

in
 th

a
t th

e L
o
r-

ra
in

e h
a
d

 n
o
t b

een
 ch

o
sen

 b
eca

u
se o

f a
n

y
 a

rticles th
a
t m

ig
h

t h
a
v
e a

p
p

ea
red

 a
n

d
 

sa
id

 th
a

t D
r. K

in
g

 a
lw

a
y

s sta
y

ed
 a

t th
e L

o
rra

in
e w

h
en

 h
e v

isited
 \iem

p
h

is. w
ith

 
th

e ex
cep

tio
n

 o
f the prior v

isit. In
 th

a
t in

sta
n

ce, D
r. K

in
g

 h
a

d
 b

een
 b

ro
u

g
h

t to
 

th
e H

olid
ay In

n
 b

y p
ollee follow

in
g a riot d

u
rin

g th
e san

itation
 strik

e. (S
taff su

m
-

m
ary of R

alp
h

 A
b

ern
ath

y in
terview

, 11/19/75, p
. 2.) 

A
 h

a
n

d
w

ritten
 note on th

e F
B

I m
em

oran
d

u
m

 criU
citin

g D
r. K

in
g for stayin

g 
at 

th
e H

o
lid

a
y

 In
n

 sta
tes: "

h
a

n
d

led
, 4

-3
-8

8
."

 T
h

e F
B

I q
u

estio
n

ed
 th

e a
g

en
t 

w
h

o w
rote "

h
an

d
led

"
 on

 th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 an

d
 in

form
ed

 th
e C

om
m

ittee th
at b

e 
d

id
 n

ot recall th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
, an

d
 d

id
 n

ot k
n

ow
 w

h
eth

er "
h

an
d

led
"

 In
d

icated
 

th
at h

e h
ad

 d
issem

in
ated

 th
e article or sim

p
ly cleared

 th
e m

em
oran

d
u

m
 th

rou
gh

 
th

e C
rim

e R
ecord

s D
ivision

 of th
e F

B
I. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e F

B
I. D

r. K
in

g
 ch

eck
ed

 in
to

 th
e L

o
rra

in
e H

o
tel a

t 1
0

:3
0

 s-in
 

o
n

 A
p

ril 3
. T

h
e F

B
I h

a
s co

n
clu

d
ed

 th
a

t "
th

e n
o

ta
tio

n
 in

d
ica

tin
g

 th
a

t th
e p

ro
. 

p
o

sed
 fu

rn
ish

in
g

 of In
form

ation
 C

O
 n

ew
s m

ed
ia

 w
a

s 'h
a

n
d

led
' o

n
 A

p
ril 3

, 198'. 
w

o
u

ld
, o

f co
a
rse, p

reclu
d

e a
n

y
 su

ch
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 fro

m
 a

p
p

ea
rin

g
 in

 th
e p

ress 
prior to K

in
g's ch

eck
in

g in
to th

e H
otel L

orrain
e. . . ."
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D
. A

ttem
pts to D

iscredit D
r. K

in
g's R

epu
tation

 A
fter H

is D
eath

 

T
h
e F

B
I's attem

p
ts to

 d
iscred

it D
r. K

in
g
 d

id
 n

o
t en

d
 w

ith
 h

is 
d

eath
. In

 M
arch

 1
9

6
9

 th
e B

u
reau

 w
as in

fo
rm

ed
 th

at C
o

n
g

ress w
as 

co
n

sid
erin

g
 d

eclarin
g

 D
r. K

in
g

's b
irth

d
ay

 a n
atio

n
al h

o
lid

ay
, an

d
 

that m
em

bers of the H
ouse C

om
m

ittee on Internal S
ecurity m

ight be 
co

n
tactin

g
 th

e B
u

reau
 fo

r a b
riefin

g
 ab

o
u

t I)r. K
in

g
. T

h
e C

rim
e 

R
ecords D

ivision recom
m

ended briefing the C
ongressm

en because they 
w

ere "in
 a p

o
sitio

n
 to

 k
eep

 th
e b

ill fro
m

 b
ein

g
 rep

o
rted

 o
u

t o
f C

o
m

-
m

ittee" if "they realize K
ing w

as a scoundrel." D
eL

oach noted : "T
his 

is a d
elicate m

atter—
b
u
t can

 b
e h

an
d
led

 v
ery

 cau
tio

u
sly

." D
irecto

r 
H

oover w
rote, "I agree. It m

ust be handled very cau
tiou

sly."
 "

4• 
In

 A
p

ril 1
9

6
9

 F
B

I H
ead

q
u

arters receiv
ed

 a reco
m

m
en

d
atio

n
 fo

r a 
counterintelligence program

 from
 the A

tlanta F
ield O

ffice. T
he nature 

o
f th

e p
ro

p
o

sed
 p

ro
g

ram
 h

as n
o

t b
een

 rev
ealed

 to
 th

e C
o

m
m

ittee. 
A

 m
em

o
ran

d
u

m
 co

n
cern

in
g

 th
e p

lan
 w

h
ich

 th
e B

u
reau

 h
as g

iv
en

 
to

 th
e C

o
m

m
ittee, h

o
w

ev
er. n

o
tes th

at th
e p

lan
 m

ig
h

t. b
e  u

sed
 -in 

the event the B
ureau is inclined to entertain counterintelligence action 

ag
ain

st C
o

retta S
co

tt K
in

g
 an

d
/o

r th
e co

n
tin

u
o

u
s p

ro
jectio

n
 o

f th
e 

p
u
b
lic im

ag
e o

f M
artin

 L
u
th

er K
in

g
...." "" T

h
e D

irecto
r in

fo
rm

ed
 

the A
tlanta office that "the B

ureau does not desire counterintelligence 
actio

n
 ag

ain
st C

o
retta K

in
g
 o

f th
e n

atu
re y

o
u
 su

g
g
est at th

is tim
e."' 

C
O

N
C

L
U

SIO
N

 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 it is im

p
o
ssib

le to
 g

au
g
e th

e fu
ll ex

ten
t to

 w
h
ich

 th
e 

F
B

I's d
iscred

itin
g

 p
ro

g
ram

s affected
 th

e civ
il rig

h
ts m

o
v

em
en

t, th
e 

fact th
at th

ere w
as im

p
act is u

n
q

u
estio

n
ab

le. 
R

u
m

o
rs circu

lated
 b

y
 th

e F
B

I h
ad

 a p
ro

fo
u

n
d

 im
p

act o
n

 th
e 

S
C

L
C

's ab
ility

 to
 raise fu

n
d

s. A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 C
o

n
g

ressm
an

 A
n

d
rew

 
Y

o
u

n
g

, a p
erso

n
al frien

d
 an

d
 asso

ciate o
f D

r. K
in

g
, th

e F
B

I's effo
rt 

against D
r. K

ing and the S
C

L
C

 "chilled contributions. T
here w

ere di-
rect attem

pts at som
e of our larger contributors w

ho told us that they 
had been told by agents that M

artin had a S
w

iss bank account, or that 
M

artin had confiscated som
e of the m

onies from
 the M

arch on W
ash-

ington for his personal use. N
one of that w

as true.-  "'H
arry

 W
ach

tel, 
one of D

r. K
ing's legal counsels w

ho handled m
any of the financial and 

fu
n

d
 raisin

g
 activ

ities o
f th

e S
C

L
C

, em
p

h
asized

 th
at th

e S
C

L
C

 w
as 

alw
ay

s in
 n

eed
 o

f fu
n

d
s. "G

ettin
g

 a g
ran

t o
r g

ettin
g

 a co
n

trib
u

tio
n

 
is a v

ery
 frag

ile th
in

g
. A

 g
ran

t d
elay

ed
 h

as a v
ery

 serio
u

s im
p

act o
n

 
an

 o
rg

an
izatio

n
 w

h
o
ee fm

an
cial co

n
d
itio

n
 w

as p
retty

 ro
u
g
h
."' 

W
achtel testified that the S

C
L

C
 continually had to overcom

e rum
ors 

of poor financial m
anagem

ent and com
m

unist. connections. 
T

h
e m

aterial . . . stay
ed

 in
 th

e p
o

litical b
lo

o
d

stream
 all th

e 
w

ay through to the tim
e of D

r. K
ing's death, and even after. 

In
 o

u
r effo

rts to
 b

u
ild

 a K
in

g
 C

en
ter, it w

as aro
u
n
d
. It w

as 
like a contam

ination."' 

"s"
 M

em
oran

d
u

m
 from

 M
ilton

 Jon
es to T

h
om

as B
ish

op
, 3/18/69. [E

m
p

h
asis in

 
origin

al.] 
"

"
 M

em
o

ra
n

d
u

m
 fro

m
 S

A
C

, A
tla

n
ta

 to
 D

irecto
r. F

B
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/3
/8

9
. 

"
M

em
o
ra

n
d

u
m

 fro
m

 D
irecto

r, F
B

I to
 S

A
C

. A
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/1
4
/8

9
. 

"
' Y

o
u

n
g

, 2
/1

9
/7

8
, p

p
. 2

5
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8
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"
*. W

ach
tel, 2/27/78, p

p
. 31-32. 

W
ach
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