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ald act alone? 
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named Edward Becker, whose credi-
bility was verified by House probers a 
decade ago, Marcello told him in 1962 
that he intended to neutralize the 
attorney general by killing his 
brother: "Ye know what they say in 
Sicily: If you want to kill a dog, you 
don't cut off the tail, you cut off the 
head." Becker says Marcello told him 
that he'd set up a "nut" to take the 
heat, "the way they do in Sicily." 

Twenty-five years later, Becker reit-
erated to Davis his conviction that 
the threat was serious. Most Mafia 
bosses, he is quoted as saying, 
wouldn't conceive of killing a presi-
dent, because "they tend to be very 
patriotic, pride themselves on being 
so American. But Carlos ... was in a 
category all by himself.... They have 
their own code lin Loulsianal, their 
own rules.... Hell, a little Napoleon 
like Carlos, killing IKennedyl was 
nothing.... He was just someone who 
was standing in his way." 

Davis details the web of relation-
ships that tied Marcello to Lee Harvey 
Oswald to David Ferris to Jack Ruby. 
According to Davis, Ferrie was an 
adviser to Marcello and the two met 
frequently in the weeks immediately 
preceding the assassination. Ferrie 
also was seen often in New Orleans 
with Oswald during the summer of 
1963, Davis reports. Oswald's uncle 
worked for Marcello. And Oswald, 
according to wiretapped comments 
made years later by Marcello himself, 
worked that summer as a runner in 
the crime chiefs gambling network, 

And then there's Ruby, the sleaze-
show proprietor, depicted by Belin 
and other Warren Commission de-
fenders as a grief-stricken loser who 
shot Oswald to spare Jacqueline Ken-
nedy a return trip to Dallas. But as 
Davis claims, Ruby was a man with 
serious underworld ties, going back 
to his native Chicago, where he ran 
errands for lieutenants of Al Capone. 
(The Warren Report simply said that 
Ruby had a few shady friends,) 

Ruby was tight with the Marcello 
family, Davis reports, and Dallas was 
Marcello turf. Ruby had been seen 
visiting Marcello-owned haunts in 
New Orleans. As one law enforcement 
source told Davis, "Everyone I knew 
was flabbergasted that the Warren 
Commission and the FBI never men-
tioned any of this in their reports." 

Davis believes that one element of 
the plot went awry — that Oswald, 
the perfect pro-Castro "nut" who 
once had defected to the Soviet 
Union, was to have been killed right 
after Kennedy was. Davis doesn't 
know what went wrong. But he be-
lieves that Ruby was enlisted, possi-
bly at the last moment, to kill the 
captured Oswald before Oswald was 
able to prove his claim, shouted to 
reporters, that he had been a "patsy." 

Nowhere in Belin's apologia for the 
Warren Commission does he begin to 
address the world in which Ruby 
lived. Instead, he points out that Ruby 
repeatedly told a rabbi who visited 
him in prison that he acted alone to 
kilt Oswald. That satisfies Belin, who 
is outraged that the rabbi was never 
called by the House panel; such a 
character witness, he believes, would 
have put to rest all the conspiracy 
paranoia. Besides, he writes, "so-
called Mafia hit men do not kill their 
victim when the area is surrounded 
by police officers so that the gunman 
can be immediately captured." 

On the contrary, writes Davis, "the 
quick and extraordinarily public si-
lencing of the suspected assassin ... 
before he could reveal the details of 
the murder plot was a Mafia practice 
going back to the farthest origins of 
the old Sicilian brotherhood. The pur-
pose was to serve notice to other 
possible witnesses to the murder con-
spiracy as to what might happen to 
them if they decided to talk." 

Davis concedes that his circumstan-
tial evidence proves nothing, which 
is why Belin scoffs at "conspiracy 
cultists" and at those who persist in 
"theorizing about the influence of 
the Mafia in America." One is tempt; 
ed to embrace Belin's plaintive cry: 
"If the citizenry cannot believe the 
findings of an independent commis-
sion chaired by the chief justice of 
the United States ... whom can you 
trust?" 

In Woody Allen's film Annie Hall, 
Carol Kane chides Allen for his Ken-
nedy obsession and scoffs, "Then ev-
erybody's in on the conspiracy — the 
FBI and the CIA and J. Edgar Hoover 
and oil companies and the Pentagon 
and the men's room attendants at the 
White House?" 

And Allen says, "I would leave out 
the men's room attendants." 


