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West, East Europe Hail Davis 
From News Dispatches 

The acquittal of Angela 
Davis touched off a wave of 
praise for American justice in 
Western Europe yesterday, 
while Soviet bloc nations em-
phasized that charges against 
her represented a frame-up, 
too offensive to be accepted 
by even an all-white jury. 

While Western European 
comments saw the verdict as 
proof that U.S. courts will not 
condemn out of hand persons 
who are black, militant, or 
both, the Communist press 
came close to claiming credit 
for her acquittal. 

The implication was that the 
vast propaganda effort,  
mounted by the Communist 
press on Miss Davis' behalf 
had helped foil officially sac-
tioned efforts in the United 
States to make her the victim ; 
of a rigged trial. 

Britain's morning newspa-
pers prominently displayed ac-
counts of Miss Davis' acquit-
tal, with several running pho-
tographs of the black militant 
embracing a friend in court. 

Most comments centered on 
the verdict as disproving as-
sumptions that a controversial 
black cannot get a fair trial 
from all-white middle-class ju-
rors in America. 
London Editorial 

An editorial in the Daily 
Telegraph - of London said the 
acquittal will "vex all those 
who regard American courts 
as hopelessly corrupt and 
biased against the black and 
poor. Such people have been 
deprived of an extraordinary 
emotive and glamorous mar-
tyr. 

"To the outside observer,) 
American courts may seem, I 
not for the first time, some-1  
what biased against the prose-
cution and to be, to say the 
least of it, extremely nice and 
scrupulous in their interpreta-
tion of such phrases as 'rea-
sonable doubt.' "- 

Rome's biggest newspaper, 
the Messaggero, called the ac-
quittal a "reconfirmation of 
the democratic validity of the  

where the public had been del-
uged with posters, public ral-
lies and lapel buttons empha-
sizing the theme "Free Angela 
Davis"—the acquittal was de-
scribed as a great triumph for 
the progressive peoples of the 
world against racism and im-
perialism. 

The Soviet government 
news agency Tass said the ver-
dict came "in the face of un-
supportable charges" rejected 
"even (by) the carefully se-
lected jury, which did not in-
clude a single Negro or a poor 
man." 
Tass Report 

"The persecution of Angela 
Davis touched off a wave of 
public anger in the United 
States and throughout the 
world, and gave rise to a mass 
movement for her release," 

Tass said in a dispatch from 
New York, "This struggle of 
the people helped wrest An-
gela from the hands of reac-
tion. Now freed, Angela con-
tinues her fight." 

But the Soviet media, which 
has reported extensively on 
Miss Davis in the past, de-
layed news of her acquittal for 
several hours. The jury's deci-
sion was not reported in yes-
terday's morning papers; 
though it was announced well 
before their final deadlines. 
The account was distributed at 
noon yesterday. 
E. German Reaction 

East Germany's newspapers 
promptly reported the verdict, 
however, and the party news-
Paper Neues Deutschland said 
it was "a victory of the truth 
over the lie." 

The paper said Miss Davis' 
acquittal was made possible 
"because millions throughout 
the world came out in time in 
support of Angela Davis and 
because the threads of-the rac-
ist, anti'-Communist plot was 
specifically made clear for all 
to see." 

The East German regime 
had engaged in elaborate ne-
gotiations with the U.S. govern-
ment to enable the foreign ed-
itor of the party paper to visit 
San Jose, Calif., and report on 
part of the trial. The two 
countries have no diplomatic 
relations. 

The tone of press comments 
was similar in Czechoslovakia, 
another country <that had 
given great attention to the 
trial. The Communist party 
newspaper Rude Pravo called 

most sacrea institution" in 
America. 

Expressn of Stockholm, the 
largest newspaper in Scandi-
navia, concluded that all those 
who argued that a black Com-
munist could not get justice 
before an American court had 
been proven wrong. 

In Soviet bloc countries—
where government propa-
ganda had transformed Miss 
Davis into a folk hero and 
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