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A
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efen
se' O

f O
sw

ald T
o S

ilt 
P

ossibility O
f L

arger C
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R
ead

 
S

eeds of D
oubt 

b
y Ja

ck M
in

n
is a

n
d
 S

to
u
g
h
to

n
 L

yrtd 

T
h

e N
ew

 R
ep

u
b

lic, 1244 1
9
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t., N
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., 

(pedal to T
he N
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im
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W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
, N

o
v
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2
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P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's assassin

a-
tio

n
 th

rew
 th

e A
m

erican
 p

o
liti-

cal scen
e in

to
 tu

rm
o
il to

d
ay

. 
It re

m
o
v
e
d
 a

t a
 sin

g
le

 b
lo

w
 

th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
re

n
o

m
in

a
te

d
 fo

r a
 se

c
o

n
d

 te
rm

 
In

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 H
o

u
se

 b
y

 a
c
c
la

-
m

atio
n
 n

in
e m

o
n
th

s fro
m

 n
o
w

. 
It e

le
v
a
te

d
 in

to
 th

e
 P

re
s
i-

d
en

cy
 an

d
 th

e lead
ersh

ip
 o

f th
e 

D
em

o
cratic p

arty
an

 o
ld

er, m
o

re 
c
o

n
se

rv
a
tiv

e
 m

a
n

 still e
m

e
rg

-
in

g
 fro

m
 h

is S
o
u
th

ern
 h

eritag
e. 

It in
creased

 im
m

easu
rab

ly
 fo

r 
th

e
 le

a
d
e
rs o

f th
e
 R

e
p
u
b
lic

a
n
 

p
a
rty

 p
ro

sp
e
c
ts o

f e
le

c
tin

g
 a

 
P

resid
en

t n
ex

t. N
o
v
em

b
er. 

T
h
e
 sh

o
c
k
 o

f th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's 

d
e
a
th

 sid
le

d
 th

e
 o

ffic
ia

l v
o

ic
e
s 

o
f p

o
litic

s in
 th

e
 c

a
p

ita
l, B

u
t 

so
 p

ro
fo

u
n
d
 w

a
s th

e
 p

o
te

n
tia

l 
e
ffe

c
t o

n
 th

e
 g

o
v
e
rn

m
e
n
t a

n
d
 

le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
 th

a
t p

riv
a
te

 c
o
n
sid

-
eratio

n
 co

u
ld

 n
o
t b

e silen
ced

 

D
e
sp

ite
 th

e
 m

a
n
y
 q

u
e
stio

n
s 

raised
, o

n
e p

o
litical co

n
seq

u
en

ce 
se

e
m

e
d
 c

le
a
r in

 th
e
 h

u
sh

e
d
, 

a
lm

o
st a

sh
a
m

e
d

, a
sse

ssm
e
n

ts 
th

a
t o

b
se

rv
e
rs u

n
d
e
rto

o
k
 

th
is 

ev
en

in
g
: T

h
e d

eath
 o

f th
e P

res-
id

en
t g

av
e n

ew
 life to

 R
ep

u
b
li-

can
 h

o
p
es. 

W
h
atev

er p
o
litical liab

ilities 
m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 e

n
c
u
m

b
e
re

d
 h

im
, 

Jo
h

n
 F

. K
e
n

n
e
d

y
 w

a
s a

n
 in

-
c
u

m
b
e
n
t P

re
sid

e
n
t, o

n
e
 w

h
o
se

 
p
erso

n
 an

d
 p

erso
n
ality

 h
ad

 b
een

 
im

p
re

sse
d

 o
n

 th
e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n

 
electo

rate. 
A

ll C
h
an

g
ed

 N
o
w

 
R

ep
u

b
lican

 lead
ers k

n
ew

 th
is. 

W
h

ile th
ey

 lo
u

d
ly

 sco
red

 w
h

at 
th

e
y
 sa

w
 a

s h
is w

e
a
k
n
e
sse

s, 
th

e
y

 sa
w

 M
r. K

e
n

n
e
d

y
 a

s a
 

fig
u
re

 to
 b

e
 re

c
k
o
n
e
d
 w

ith
 p

o
- 

litically
. T

h
eir can

d
id

ate w
o

u
ld

 
alm

o
st su

rely
 b

e th
e u

n
d
erd

o
g
. 

N
o

w
, in

 th
e
 fla

sh
 o

f a
 g

u
n

- 
sh

o
t, a

il th
a
t is c

h
a
n

g
e
d

. T
h

e
 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 P
resid

en
tial can

d
i-

d
ate, w

h
o
ev

er h
e m

ay
 b

e, w
ill b

e 
ru

n
n
in

g
 a

g
a
in

st a
 m

a
n
 w

ith
 

n
in

e
 m

o
n
th

s
 in

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

o
u

se—
o

r n
o

n
e at all—

in
stead

 
o
f n

e
a
rly

 fo
u
r y

e
a
rs

 o
f u

n
-

rem
ittin

g
 p

u
b
lic ex

p
o
su

re. 
W

h
e
n

 th
e
 first sh

o
c
k

 o
f th

e
 

trag
ed

y
 h

as su
b

sid
ed

 an
d

 p
o

li-
tician

s talk
 ag

ain
, th

ey
 are su

re 
to

 fe
e
l th

a
t th

e
 R

e
p

u
b

lic
a
n

s 
fa

c
e
 a

 n
e
w

, m
o
re

 fa
v
o
ra

b
le

 
c
o

u
rse

 n
e
x

t y
e
a
r. A

n
d

 th
is Is 

lik
e
ly

 to
 a

ffe
c
t th

e
ir c

h
o
ic

e
 o

f 
a can

d
id

ate co
n

sid
erab

ly
. 

T
h

e
re

 is o
n

e
 fin

a
l tra

g
e
d

y
 

a
b
o
u
t to

d
a
y
: K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 h

a
d
 a

 
sen

se o
f h

isto
ry

, b
u
t h

e also
 h

ad
 

an
 ad

m
in

istrativ
e tech

n
iq

u
e th

at 
m

a
d
e
 th

e
 g

a
th

e
rin

g
 o

f h
isto

ry
 

e
x
tre

m
e
ly

 d
iffic

u
lt. H

e
 h

a
te

d
 

o
rg

an
ized

 m
eetin

g
s of 

th
e C

ab
-

in
e
t n

r th
e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l S

e
c
u

rity
 

C
o
u
n
cil. an

d
 th

erefo
re h

e ch
o
se 

to
 d

e
c
id

e
 p

o
lic

y
 a

fte
r p

riv
a
te

 
m

eetin
g
s, u

su
ally

 w
ith

 e. sin
g
le 

p
erso

n
. 

T
h
e
 re

su
lt o

f th
is is th

a
t th

e
 

tru
e h

isto
ry

 o
f h

is A
d

m
in

istra-
tio

n
 re

a
lly

 c
a
n
n
o
t b

e
 w

ritte
n
 

n
o

w
 th

a
t h

e
 is g

o
n

e
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H
e
 h

a
d

 a
 jo

k
e
 a

b
o

u
t th

is,  
W

h
e
n
 h

e
 w

a
s a

sk
e
d
 w

h
a
t h

e
 

w
as g

o
in

g
 to

 d
o

 w
h

en
 h

e retired
, 

h
e alw

ay
s rep

lied
 th

at h
e h

ad
 a 

p
ro

b
lem

. It w
as, h

e said
, th

at h
e 

w
o
u
ld

 h
a
v
e
 to

 ra
c
e
 tw

o
 o

th
e
r 

m
em

b
ers o

f h
is staff, M

cG
eo

rg
e 

B
u
n
d
y
 an

d
 A

rth
u
r S

ch
lesin

g
er 

Jr.. to
 th

e
 p

re
ss. 

U
n
fo

rtu
n
a
te

ly
, h

o
w

e
v
e
r, h

e
 

w
as th

e o
n
ly

 m
an

 in
 th

e W
h
ite 

H
o
u
se

 w
h
o
 re

a
lly

 k
n
e
w

 w
h
a
t 

w
en

t o
n
 th

ere d
u
rin

g
 h

is A
d
m

in
-

istra
tio

n
, a

n
d

 n
o

w
 h

e
 is g

o
n

e
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T
o T

h
e R

ep
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isp
atch
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T

h
e
 c

o
u
rse

 o
f a

c
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

P
resid

en
t's C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

n
 

the 
A

ssassin
atio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
-

nedy (the W
arren C

ornroisslon), 
w

ill leav
e m

an
y
 q

u
estio

n
s u

n
re-

so
lv

ed
 as to

 th
e p

o
ssib

le ex
is-

ten
ce o

f 
a 

co
n

sp
iracy

 
w

hich 
p
lan

n
ed

 th
e assassin

atio
n
. F

o
r 

ex
am

p
le, th

e jo
b

 in
 th

e S
ch

o
o

l 
B

ook D
epository, w

hich O
sw

ald 
q
u
ite read

ily
 g

o
t w

h
en

 h
e ap

-
p

lied
 fo

r it, as h
is last u

n
em

-
p

lo
y

m
en

t ch
eck

 ran
 o

u
t. D

id
 

"co
n
sp

irato
rs" arran

g
e fo

r O
s-

w
a
ld

 to
 g

e
t th

is jo
b

, th
e
re

, a
t 

th
at tim

e? 
T

he C
om

m
ission's counsel, 

L
ee R

an
k
in

, say
s th

at th
e C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
 is "n

o
t en

g
ag

ed
 in

 d
et-

erm
in

in
g
 th

e g
u
ilt o

f an
y
b
o
d
y
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In
 H

eav
en

's n
am

e, if th
e C

o
m

-
m

issio
n
 w

ill n
o
t d

o
 th

at, th
en

 
w

h
o

 w
ill? S

u
p

p
o

sin
g

 O
sw

ald
 to

 
h
e
 th

e
 d

u
p
e
 o

f a
 c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
, 

isn
't th

ere g
o
in

g
 to

 h
e an

y
 o

ffi-
c
ia

l in
q

u
iry

 in
to

 th
e
 p

o
ssib

le
 

guilt of the conspirators, or even 
in

to
 th

eir p
o
ssib

le id
en

tity
? T

h
e 

m
echanism

 for doing this w
ould 

be to conduct a "defense" of O
s-

w
ald

, try
in

g
 to

 fin
d
 ev

ery
 b

it o
f 

ev
id

en
ce th

at w
o
u
ld

 th
ro

w
 th

e 
b
lam

e o
n
 o

th
ers. T

h
is is w

h
at a 

d
efen

se law
y
er w

o
u
ld

 n
o
rm

ally
 

d
o

, an
d

 it w
o

u
ld

 g
o

 tar to
w

ard
 

ex
p

o
sin

g
 an

y
 co

n
sp

irato
rs, C

all 
th

is a "d
ev

il's ad
v
o
cate" in

 re-
v

erse if y
o

u
 w

ill; th
e C

ath
o

lic 
C

h
u

rch
 h

as lo
n

g
 reco

g
n

ized
 th

e 
n
eed

 fo
r a "d

ev
il's ad

v
o
cate", 

an
d

 n
ev

er w
as th

is d
ev

ice m
o

re 
n
eed

ed
 th

an
 in

 th
e p

resen
t case, 

to
 g

e
t a

ll p
o

ssib
le

 fa
c
ts th

o
-

roughly explored. 
T

h
e
 fa

c
t th

a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

's h
earin

g
s w

ill 
all 

b
e
 d

o
se

d
 to

 th
e
 p

u
b

lic
 w

ill 
m

erely serve to raise doubts, in-
c
re

a
sin

g
 w

ith
 tim

e
, th

a
t th

e
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 is ab
le to

 'face th
e 

u
n

p
leasan

t p
o

ssib
ility

 th
at th

e 
assassin

atio
n
 o

f P
resid

en
t K

en
-

n
e
d

y
 w

a
s a

n
 "

in
sid

e
 jo

b
"
, 

planned by conspirators som
e of 

w
h

o
m

 m
ay

 h
o

ld
 h

ig
h
 p

laces in
 

th
e A

m
erican

 b
u
sin

ess, g
o
v
ern

-
m

e
n

ta
l, m

ilita
ry

, o
r p

o
litic

a
l 

scen
e. 

A
p

p
o

in
tm

en
t o

f th
e C

o
m

m
is-

sio
n
 h

as h
ad

 th
e resu

lt (w
h
eth

er 
p
la

n
n
e
d
 th

a
t w

a
y
 o

r n
o
t) o

f 
keeping concealed from

 the pub-
lic the various pieces of physical 
ev

id
en

ce in
 th

e case. A
m

o
n

g
 

these are the ballistic test photo-
g

rap
h

s o
f th

e b
u

llets an
d

 rifles, 
th

e certified
 au

to
p
sy

 rep
o
rts, 

th
e m

ed
ical rep

o
rt o

f th
e rem

o
-

v
al o

f th
e b

u
llet fro

m
 G

o
v
ern

o
r 

C
o
n
n
ally

's th
ig

h
, an

d
 th

e tran
-

scrip
ts o

r tap
e reco

rd
in

g
s o

f th
e 

m
an

y
 h

o
u
rs o

f in
terro

g
atio

n
s o

f 
O

sw
ald

 b
y th

e D
allas 

p
o
lice o

n
 

N
ov. 2

2
, 2

3
, an

d
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4
, 1963. 

P
erh

ap
s in

 O
sw

ald
's o

w
n

 re-
c
o

rd
e
d

 w
o

rd
s w

e
 c

o
u

ld
 fin

d
 

so
m

e lead
s to

 th
e co

n
sp

irato
rs 

w
h

o
 m

ay
 still b

e m
o

v
in

g
 freely

 
in W

ashington or D
allas circles. 

P
erh

ap
s he told w

ho it w
as w

ho 
took the snapshot of him

 holding 
a rifle in

 a D
allas b

ack
 y

ard
 in

 
A

p
ril 1

9
6
3
. P

erh
ap

s h
e n

am
ed

 
th

e m
an

 w
h
o
 d

ro
v
e h

im
 to

 th
e 

rifle ran
g
e fo

r targ
et p

ractice 
early

 in
 N

o
v
em

b
er 1963. D

id he 
n
am

e a p
erso

n
 w

o
rk

in
g
 at th

e 
B

ook D
epository w

ho asked him
 

to bring the rifle to w
ork on that 

fatefu
l F

rid
ay

, so
 h

e co
u
ld

 b
o
r. 

ro
w

 it fo
r th

e w
eek

-en
d
? 

T
h

e m
em

b
ers o

f th
e W

arren
 

C
o

m
m

issio
n

 (w
ith

 o
n

e n
o

tab
le 

exception) all hold full-tim
e and 

im
p
o
rtan

t jo
b
s, an

d
 m

ay
 n

o
t b

e 
ab

le to
 d

ev
o

te en
o

u
g

h
 tim

e to
 

the affairs of the C
om

m
ission to 

d
o

 a
 th

o
ro

u
g

h
 jo

b
. W

e
 h

a
v

e
 

h
eard

 th
at th

e F
B

I rep
o
rt g

iv
en

 
to

 th
e C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

as n
o

t 
a

 
v

ery
 "tig

h
t" leg

al d
o

cu
m

en
t. 

T
h
u
s, p

ro
v
id

in
g
 a team

 o
f (say

) 
th

ree w
ell q

u
alified

, h
ig

h
ly

 re-
garded, intelligent crim

inal law
-

yers, paid by the C
om

m
ission to 

sift th
e ev

id
en

ce an
d

 p
resen

t a 
defense of O

sw
ald before a legal 

C
o
u
rt o

f In
q
u
iry

 (su
ch

 as th
e 

S
tate o

f T
ex

as o
rig

in
ally

 p
ro

-
p

o
sed

 to
 set u

p
) w

o
u

ld
 seem

 to
 

p
ro

v
id

e th
e o

n
ly

 su
re w

ay
 to

 
leave no stone unturned in seek-
in

g
 th

e tru
th
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