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e
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n
s
, M

a
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e
ille

 m
e

a
n

s
 o

n
ly

 h
e

ro
in

, b
u

t fo
r th

e
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n
c
h
 th
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 b

u
s
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g
 M

e
d
ite

rra
n
e
a
n
 p

o
rt re

p
re

s
e
n
ts

 th
e
 b

e
s
t a

n
d
 th

e
 

w
o

rs
t o

f th
e

ir n
a
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n

a
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d
itio

n
s
. M

a
rs

e
ille

 h
a

s
 b

e
e

n
 th

e
 c

ro
s
s
ro

a
d

s
 o

f 

F
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n
ce

's e
m

p
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, a
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n
g
h
o
ld

 o
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b
o
r m

o
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m
e
n
t, a

n
d
 th

e
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p
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l o
f 
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n
d
e
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o

rld
. T

h
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u
g

h
 its

 p
o

rt h
a

v
e

 s
w

a
rm

e
d

 c
itiz

e
n

s
 o

n
 th

e
ir w

a
y
 to

 

c
o
lo

n
ia

l o
u
tp

o
s
ts

, n
o
ta

b
ly

 in
 N

o
rth

 A
fric

a
 a

n
d
 In

d
o
c
h
in

a
, a

n
d
 "n

a
tiv

e
s
" 

p
e
rm

a
n
e
n
tly o

r te
m

p
o
ra

rily im
m

ig
ra

tin
g
 to

 th
e
 m

o
th

e
r co

u
n
try. M

a
rse

ille
 

h
a
s
 lo

n
g

 h
a
d
 a

 tra
d
itio

n
 o

f w
o
rk

in
g
 c

la
s
s
 m

ilita
n
c
y
—

it w
a
s
 a

 g
ro

u
p
 o

f 

citize
n

s fro
m

 M
a

rse
ille

 w
h

o
 m

a
rch

e
d

 to
 P

a
ris d

u
rin

g
 th

e
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re
n

ch
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e
vo

lu
-

tio
n
 s

in
g
in

g
 th

e
 s

o
n
g
 th

a
t la

te
r b

e
c
a
m

e
 F

ra
n
c
e
's

 n
a
tio

n
a
l a

n
th

e
m

, L
a

 

M
a
rse

illa
ise

. T
h

e
 c

ity
 la

te
r b

e
c
a

m
e

 a
 s

tro
n

g
h

o
ld

 o
f th

e
 F

re
n

c
h

 C
o

m
-

m
u

n
is

t p
a

rty
, a

n
d

 w
a

s
 th

e
 h

a
rd

 c
o

re
 o

f th
e

 v
io

le
n

t g
e

n
e

ra
l s

trik
e

s
 th

a
t 

ra
c
k
e

d
 F

ra
n

c
e

 in
 th

e
 la

te
 1

9
4

0
s
. A

n
d

 s
in

c
e

 th
e

 tu
rn

 o
f th

e
 c

e
n

tu
ry

 

M
a
rse

ille
 h

a
s b

e
e
n
 d

e
p
icte

d
 in

 F
re

n
ch

 n
o
ve

ls, p
u
lp

 m
a
g
a
zin

e
s, a

n
d
 n

e
w

s-

p
a

p
e

rs a
s a

 city cro
w

d
e

d
 w

ith
 g

u
n

m
e

n
 a

n
d

 d
e

sp
e

ra
d

o
e

s o
f e

ve
ry d

e
scrip

-

tio
n

—
a

 v
e

rita
b

le
 "C

h
ic

a
g

o
" o

f F
ra

n
c
e

. 

T
ra

d
itio

n
a
lly, th

e
se

 g
u
n
m

e
n
 and 

d
e
sp

e
ra

d
o
e
s a

rc n
o
t p

ro
p
e
rly F

re
n
ch

 

b
y la

n
g
u
a
g
e
 o

r cu
ltu

re
—

th
e
y a

re
 C

o
rsica

n
. U

n
like

 th
e
 g

a
n
g
ste

rs in
 m

o
st 

o
th

e
r F

re
n

ch
 citie

s, w
h

o
 a

re
 h

ig
h
ly

 in
d
iv

id
u
a
lis

tic
 a

n
d
 o

p
e
ra

te
 in

 s
m

a
ll. 

a
d
 

II0
C

 b
a
n
d
s
, M

a
rs

e
ille

's
 c

rim
in

a
ls

 b
e
ltin

g
 to

 lig
h
tly

 s
tru

c
tu

re
d
 c

la
n
s
. 

a
ll o

f w
h

ich
 re

co
g

n
ize

 a
 co

m
m

o
n

 h
ie

ra
rch

y o
f p

o
w

e
r a

n
d

 p
re

stig
e

. T
h

is 

co
h

e
sive

n
e

ss o
n

 th
e

 p
a

rt o
f th

e
 C

o
rsica

n
 syn

d
ica

te
s 

h
a
s
 m

a
d
e
 th

e
m

 a
n
 

id
e

a
l c

o
u

n
te

rw
e

ig
h

t to
 th

e
 c

ity
's

 p
o

w
e

rfu
l C

o
m

m
u

n
is

t la
b

o
r u

n
io

n
s
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3
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o
s
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e
v
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b
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ll th

e
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ig

n
 p

o
w

e
rs

 a
n

d
 c

o
rru

p
t p

o
litic

ia
n

s
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h
o

 

h
a
ve

 ru
le

d
 M

a
rse

ille
 fo

r th
e
 la

st fo
rty ye

a
rs h

a
ve

 a
llie

d
 th

e
m

se
lve

s w
ith

 

th
e
 C

o
rsica

n
 syn

d
ica

te
s: F

re
n
ch

 F
a
scists u

se
d
 th

e
m

 to
 b

a
ttle

 C
o

m
m

u
n

ist 

d
e
m

o
n
stra

to
rs in

 th
e
 1

9
3
0
s; th

e
 N

a
zi G

e
sta

p
o
 u

se
d
 th

e
m

 to
 sp

y o
n
 th

e
 

C
o
m

m
u
n
is

t u
n
d
e
rg

ro
u
n
d
 d

u
rin

g
 W

o
rld

 W
a
r 1

1
; a

n
d
 th

e
 C

IA
 p

a
id

 th
e
m

 

to
 b

re
a
k C

o
m

m
u
n
ist strike

s in
 1

9
4
7
 a

n
d
 1

9
5
0
. T

h
e
 la

st o
f th

e
se

 a
llia

n
ce

s 

p
ro

v
e
d
 th

e
 m

o
s
t s

ig
n
ific

a
n
t, s

in
c
e
 it p

u
t th

e
 C

o
rs

ic
a
n
s
 in

 a
 p

o
w

e
rfu

l 

e
n

o
u

e
h

 p
o

s
itio

n
 to

 e
s
ta

b
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h
 M

a
rs

e
ille

 a
s
 th

e
 p

o
s
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a
r h

e
ro

in
 c

a
p

ita
l o

f 

th
e
 W

e
s
te

rn
 w

o
rld

 a
n
d
 to

 c
e
m

e
n
t a

 lo
n
g
-te

rm
 p

a
rtn

e
rs

h
ip

 w
ith

 M
a
fia

 

• d
ru

g
 d

is
trib

u
to

rs
. 

T
h
e
 C

o
rsica

n
s h

a
d
 a

lw
a
ys co

o
p
e
ra

te
d
 w

e
ll w

ith
 th

e
 S

icilia
n
s, fo

r th
e
re

 

a
re

 strikin
g
 sim

ila
ritie

s o
f cu

ltu
re

 a
n
d
 tra

d
itio

n
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 th

e
 tw

o
 g

ro
u
p
s, 

S
e

p
a

ra
te

d
 b

y o
n

ly th
re

e
 h

u
n

d
re

d
 m

ile
s o

f b
lu

e
 M

e
d

ite
rra

n
e

a
n

 w
a

te
r, b

o
th

 

S
icily a

n
d
 C

o
rsica

 a
re

 a
rid

, m
o
u
n
ta

in
o
u
s isla

n
d
s lyin

g
 o

ff th
e
 w

e
st co

a
st 

o
f th

e
 Ita

lia
n
 p

e
n
in

s
u
la

. A
lth

o
u
g
h
 C

o
rs

ic
a
 h

a
s
 b

e
e
n
 a

 F
re

n
c
h
 p

ro
v
in

c
e
 

sin
ce

 th
e

 la
te

 1
7

0
0

s, its p
e

o
p

le
 h

a
ve

 b
e

e
n

 stro
n

g
ly in

flu
e

n
ce

d
 b

y Ita
lia

n
 

C
a

th
o

lic
 c

u
ltu

re
. C

o
rs
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a

n
s
 a

n
d

 S
ic

ilia
n

s
 s

h
a

re
 a

 fie
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e
 p

rid
e

 in
 fa

m
ily

 

a
n

d
 villa

g
e

 th
a

t h
a

s g
ive

n
 b

o
th
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n

d
s a

 lo
n

g
 h

isto
ry o

f a
rm

e
d

 re
sista

n
ce

 

to
 fo

re
ig

n
 in

va
d
e
rs a

n
d
 a

 h
e
rita

g
e
 o

f b
lo

o
d
y fa

m
ily ve

n
d
e
tta

s. A
n
d
 th

e
ir 

co
m

m
o
n
 p

o
ve

rty h
a
s re

su
lte

d
 in

 th
e
 e

m
ig

ra
tio

n
 o

f th
e
ir m

o
st a

m
b
itio

u
s 

so
n

s. Ju
st a

s S
icily h

a
s se

n
t h

e
r yo

u
n

g
 m

e
n

 to
 A

m
e

rica
 a

n
d

 th
e

 in
d

u
stria

l 

m
e
tro

p
o
lise

s o
f n

o
rth

e
rn

 Ita
ly, so

 C
o
rsica

 se
n
t h

e
rs to

 F
re

n
ch

 In
d
o
ch

in
a
 

a
n

d
 th

e
 p

o
rt city o

f M
a

rse
ille

. A
fte

r g
e

n
e

ra
tio

n
s o

f m
ig

ra
tio

n
, C

o
rsica

n
s 

a
cco

u
n

t fo
r o

ve
r 1

0
 p

e
rce

n
t o

f M
a

rse
ille

's co
p

u
la

tio
n

. 

D
e

s
p

ite
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ll o
f th

e
 s

tro
n

g
 s

im
ila

ritie
s
 b

e
tw

e
e

n
 C

o
rs

ic
a

n
 a

n
d

 S
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ilia
n

 

so
cie

ty, M
a
rse

ille
's C

o
rsica

n
 g

a
n
g
ste

rs d
o
 n

o
t b

e
lo

n
g
 to

 a
n
y m

o
n
o
lith

ic 

"C
o
rs

ic
a
n
 M

a
fia

." In
 th

e
ir p

u
rs

u
it o

f c
rim

e
 a

n
d
 p

ro
fit, th

e
 M

a
fia

 a
n
d
 th

e
 

C
o
rsica

n
 syn

d
ica

te
s h

a
ve

 a
d
o
p
te

d
 d

iffe
re

n
t style

s, d
iffe

re
n
t te

ch
n
iq

u
e
s. 

T
h

e
 M

a
fia

, b
o

th
 in

 S
icily a

n
d

 th
e

 U
n

ite
d

 S
ta

te
s, is o

rg
a

n
ize

d
 a

n
d

 o
p

e
r-

a
te

d
 lik

e
 a

 p
lu

n
d
e
rin

g
 a

rm
y
. W

h
ile

 "th
e
 G

ra
n
d
 C

o
u
n
c
il" o

r "th
e
 C

o
m

-

m
issio

n
" m

a
p
s stra

te
g
y o

n
 th

e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l le

ve
l, e

a
ch

 re
g
io

n
a
l "fa

m
ily" h

a
s 

a
 s

tric
t h

ie
ra

rc
h

y
 w

ith
 a

 "b
o

s
s
," "u

n
d

e
rb

o
s
s
," "lie

u
te

n
a

n
ts

," a
n

d
 "s

o
l-

d
ie

rs." R
iva

ls a
re

 e
lim

in
a

te
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 b

ru
te

 fo
rce

, "te
rrito

ry" is a
ssig

n
e

d
 

to
 e

a
ch

 In
n
s, a

n
d
 le

g
io

n
s o

f m
a
fio

si u
se

 e
ve

ry co
n
ce

iva
b
le

 ra
cke

t—
p
ro

s-

titu
tio

n
, g

a
m

b
lin

g
, n

a
rc

o
tic

s
, p

ro
te

c
tio

n
—

to
 m

ilk
 th

e
 p

o
p
u
la

tio
n
 d

ry
. 

O
ve

r th
e
 la

st ce
n
tu

ry th
e
 M

a
fia

 h
a
d
 d

e
vo

te
d
 m

o
st o

f its e
n
e
rg

ie
s to

 o
c-

cu
p
yin

g
 a

n
d
 e

xp
lo

itin
g
 w

e
ste

rn
 S

icily a
n
d
 u

rb
a
n
 A

m
e
rica

. 

In
 co

n
tra

st, C
o
rsica

n
 ra

cke
te

e
rs h

a
ve

 fo
rm

e
d
 sm

a
lle

r, m
o
re

 so
p
h
is- 
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tica
te

d
 crim

in
a
l syn

d
ica

te
s. T

h
e
 C

o
rsica

n
 u

n
d
e
rw

o
rld

 la
cks th

e
 M

a
fia

's 
fo

rm
a
l o

rg
a
n
iza

tio
n
, a

lth
o
u
g
h
 it d

o
e
s h

a
ve

 a
 stro

n
g
 se

n
se

 o
f co

rp
o
ra

te
 

id
e
n
tity a

n
d
 a

lm
o
st in

va
ria

b
ly im

p
o
se

s a
 d

e
a
th

 se
n
te

n
ce

 o
n
 th

o
se

 w
h
o
 

d
ivu

lg
e
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 to

 o
u
tsid

e
rs. A

 m
a
rt w

h
o
 is a

cce
p
te

d
 a

s a
n
 o

rd
in

a
ry 

gangster by the C
orsicans "is in the m

ilie
u
," w

hile a respected syndicate 
boss is know

n as u
n
 sru

i M
o
n
sie

u
r. T

he biggest of them
 all are know

n as 
p
n
ce

ri, or "peacem
akers," since they can im

pose discipline on the m
em

-
bers of all syndicates and m

ediate vendettas. W
hile trio

ffo
ri u

su
a
lly la

ck 
refined crim

inal skills, the C
orsicans arc specialists in heroin m

anufactur-
ing. sophisticated international sm

u
g
g
lin

g
. a

rt th
e
fts. a

n
d
 co

u
n
te

rfe
itin

g
. 

R
a
th

e
r th

a
n
 re

strictin
g
 th

e
m

se
lve

s to
 M

a
rse

ille
 o

r C
o
rsica

. C
o
rsica

n
 

g
a
n
g
ste

rs h
a
ve

 m
ig

ra
te

d
 to

 In
d
o
ch

in
a
, N

o
rth

 A
frica

. th
e
 M

id
d
le

 E
a
st. 

L
a
tin

 A
m

e
rica

, C
a
n
a
d
a
. a

n
d
 th

e
 S

o
u
th

 P
a
cific. In

 sp
ite

 o
f th

e
 e

n
o
rm

o
u
s 

d
ista

n
ce

s th
a
t se

p
a
ra

te
 th

e
m

, C
o
rsica

n
 ra

cke
te

e
rs ke

e
p
 in

 to
u
ch

, co
-

operating sm
oothly and efficiently in com

plex intercontinental sm
uggling 

operatioq w
hich have stym

ied the efforts of law
 enforcem

ent authorities 
fo

r a
 q

u
a
rte

r ce
n
tu

ry.' 
C

ooperation betw
een C

orsican sm
ugglers and M

afia drug distributors 
in

sid
e
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s h
a
s b

e
e
n
 th

e
 m

a
jo

r re
a
so

n
 w

h
y th

e
 M

a
fia

 h
a
s 

been ate to circum
vent every effort U

.S
. officials have m

ade at reducing 
th

e
 flo

w
 o

f h
e
ro

in
 in

to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s sin
ce

 th
e
 e

n
d
 o

f W
o
rld

 W
a
r II. 

W
hen Italy responded to U

.S
. pressure by reducing its legal pharm

aceu-
tica

l h
e
ro

in
 p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 in

 1
9
5
0
-1

9
5
I, th

e
 C

o
rsica

n
s opened clandestine 

la
b

o
ra

to
rie

s in
 M

a
rse

ille
. W

h
e

n
 U

.S
. cu

sto
m

s tig
h

te
n

e
d

 u
p

 b
a

g
g

a
g

e
 

cheeks along the eastern seaboard. the C
orsicans originated new

 routes 
through I..111111 A

m
erica. W

hen T
urkey began to phase out opium

 pro-
d

u
ctio

n
 in

 1
9

6
8

. C
'o

rsica
n

 s
■n

d
ica

te
s in

 In
d
o
ch

in
a
 d

e
ve

lo
p
e
d
 n

e
w

 su
p
-

plies of m
orphine and heroin. 

M
a
rse

ille
 is th

e
 h

u
h
 o

f th
e
 C

o
rsica

n
s in

te
rn

a
tio

n
a
l n

e
tw

o
rk. D

u
rin

g
 

th
e
 F

irst In
d
o
ch

in
a
 W

a
r (1

9
4
6
-1

9
5
4
). C

o
rsica

n
 syn

d
ica

te
s m

a
d
e
 a

 
G

n
o
m

e
 in

 ille
g
a
l cu

rre
n
cy m

a
n
ip

u
la

tiritts b
y sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 g

o
ld

 b
u
llio

n
 a

n
d
 

p
a
p
e
r cu

rre
n
cy b

e
tw

e
e
n
 S

a
ig

o
n
, a

n
d
 M

a
rse

ille
. In

 th
e
 1

9
5
0
s C

o
rsica

n
 

g
a
n
g
ste

rs su
p
p
lie

d
 a

 la
m

m
in

g
 b

la
ck m

a
rke

t in
 "ta

x-fre
e
" cig

a
re

tte
s h

y. 
sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 A

m
e
rica

n
 b

ra
n
d
, in

to
 M

a
rse

ille
 lim

n
 N

o
rth

 A
frica

. C
o
rsica

n
 

heroin laboratories are located in M
arseille's dow

ntow
n tenem

ents O
r 111 

luxurious villas scattered through the surrounding C
O

ttilllyS
Ide. M

ust O
f 

the lalsoalorleS
.  m

o
rp

h
in

e
 b

a
se

 su
p

p
lie

s a
re

 sm
u

g
g

le
d

 in
to

 th
e

 p
o

rt o
f 

M
a
rse

ille
 fro

m
 T

u
rke

y o
r Indochina. M

arseille is the key to the C
orsican 
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u
n
d
e
rw

o
rld
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e
 1

9
2
0
, o

f M
arseilles first "m

o
d
e
rn

" gangsters. 
F

ra
n
co

is S
p
irito

 a
n
d
 P

a
u
l H

o
n
n
a
ve

n
tu

re
 C

a
rb

o
n
e
 (th

e
 jo

lly h
e
ro

e
s o

f 
1
9
7
0
's p

o
p
u
la

r F
re

n
ch

 M
tn

, B
o
rs

o
lin

o
). U

n
til th
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ere the closest of friends. 

and their tw
enty-year partnership perm

anently transform
ed the character 

of the M
arseille m

ille
d
. 

T
his enterprising team

's first m
ajor venture w

as the establishm
ent of 

a F
re

n
ch

-sta
ffe

d
 b

ro
th

e
l in

 C
a
iro

 in
 th

e
 la

te
 1

9
2
0
s. T

h
e
y re

p
e
a
te

d
 a

n
d
 

expanded their success u
p
o
n
 th

e
ir re

tu
rn

 to
 M

a
rse

ille
, w

h
e
re

 th
e
y p

ro
-

ceeded to organize prostitution tin
 a scale pre'viously unknow

n. B
ut m

ore 
sig

n
ifica

n
tly, th

e
y re

co
g
n
ize

d
 th

e
 im

p
o
rta

n
ce

 o
f p

o
litica

l p
o
w

e
r in

 p
ro

-
te

ctin
g
 la

rg
e
-sca

le
 crim

in
a
l ve

n
tu

re
s a

n
d
 its p

o
te

n
tia

l fo
r p

ro
vid

in
g
 a

 
source of incom

e through m
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om
pagnies R

epublicaines de 
S

e
cu

riti) h
a
d
 b

e
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m
e
 th

e
 b

a
n
e
 o

f th
e
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a
rse

ille
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n
d
e
rw

o
rld

. F
o
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e
d
 

d
u
rin

g
 th

e
 lib

e
ra

tio
n
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g
g
le

s o
f A

u
g
u
st 1

9
4
4
, w

h
e
n
 m

o
st o

f th
e
 m

u
-

n
ic

ip
a
l p

o
lic

e
 fo

rc
e
 (w

h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 n

o
to

rio
u
s
 c

o
lla

b
o
ra

to
rs

) d
is

-
a

p
p

e
a

re
d

,. th
e

 C
R

S
 w

a
s a

ssig
n

e
d

 th
e

 ta
sk o

f re
sto

rin
g

 p
u

b
lic o

rd
e

r. 
tra

ckin
g
 d

o
w

n
 co

lla
b
o
ra

to
rs, re

strictin
g
 sm

u
g
g
lin

g
, a

n
d
 cu

rb
in

g
 b

la
ck 

m
arket activities. A

 high percentage of its officers w
as recruited from

 the 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ist R

e
sista

n
ce

 m
o

ve
m

e
n
t, a

n
d
 th

e
y p

e
rfo

rm
e
d
 th

e
ir d

u
tie

s 
m

u
ch

 to
o

 e
ffe

ctive
ly fo

r th
e

 co
m

fo
rt o

f th
e

 
B

ut the beginning of the m
ilie

u
's

 rise to pow
er w

as not long in com
ing. 

In
 th

e
 fa

ll o
f 1

9
4
7
 a

 m
o
n
th

 o
f b

lo
o
d
y stre

e
t fig

h
tin

g
, e

le
cto

ra
l re

ve
rse

s, 
and the clandestine intervention of the C

IA
 toppled the C

om
m

unist party 
fro

m
 p

o
w

e
r a

n
d

 b
ro

u
g

h
t a

b
o

u
t a

 p
e

rm
a

n
e

n
t re

a
lig

n
m

e
n

t o
f p

o
litica

l 
p

o
w

e
r in

 A
la

rse
ille

. W
h

e
n

 th
e

 strike
s a

n
d

 rio
tin

g
 fin

a
lly ca

m
e

 to
 a

n
 e

n
d

. 
th

e
 S

o
cia

lists h
a
d
 se

ve
re

d
 th

e
ir co

n
ta

cts w
ith

 th
e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ists, a

 S
o
-

cia
list-u

n
d

e
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o
rld

 a
llia

n
ce

 w
a

s in
 co

n
tro

l o
f M

a
rse

ille
 p

o
litics, a

n
d

 th
e

 
G

uerini brothers had em
erged as the unchallenged "peacem

akers" of the 
M

arseille m
ilie

u
. F

o
r th

e
 n

e
xt tw

e
n

ty ye
a

rs th
e

ir w
o

rd
 w

o
u

ld
 b
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w
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e
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n
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T
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 b
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g
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a
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n

s o
f O
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b
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n
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9
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n
a
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e
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h
a
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d
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a

u
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's n
e

w
 a
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o
m

m
u
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a
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m
b
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m

e
n

t d
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e

o
p
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n
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P

F
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re
d
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b
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n
tia

l e
le

cto
ra

l su
cce

sse
s th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t 

F
rance. In M

arseille, the revitalized C
onservatives w

on enough seats on 
the m

unicipal council to unseat th
e

 C
o

m
m

u
n

is
t m

ayor and elect a
 C

o
n

-

s
e

rv
a

tiv
e

, M
ich

e
l C

a
rlin
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n
e
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f M
a
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r C
a
rlin

i's first o
fficia

l a
cts w

a
s to

 
raise the m

unicipal tram
 fares: a seem

ingly uncontroversial m
ove entirely 

ju
stifie

d
 b

y g
ro

w
in

g
 fisca

l d
e

ficits. H
o

w
e

ve
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is e
d

ict h
a

d
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n
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e
n

 
consequences. 

M
o
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 th

a
n
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o
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a

rs a
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r th
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n

d
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f th
e

 w
a

r, M
a

rse
ille

 w
a

s still d
ig

-
ging itself out from

 the rubble left by the A
llied bom

bing. U
nem

ploym
ent 

w
as high. w

ages w
e
re
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w

; th
e
 b
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a
rke

t w
a
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g
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n

d
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o
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f th
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o
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a
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m
m

o
d
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n
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n
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ir o
f d
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e
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n
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m

o
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g
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o
p
p
e
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h
e
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m
w

a
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e
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 th
e
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e
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n
d
 th

e
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a
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d
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in
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e
d

 p
o
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o
o

ks a
n

d
 p
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ke
d

 b
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r o
u
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g
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e

 
C
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m

unist-S
ocialist labor coalition (C

onfettiIration G
clnerale du T

ravail, 
C

G
T
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o
n
d
e
d
 w

ith
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 m
ilita

n
t b

o
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tt o
f th

e
 tra

m
w

a
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n
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o
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r- 

m
an daring to take a Irani into the streets w
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et w

ith barricades and a 
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o
w

e
r o

f ro
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m
 th

e
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n
g
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o

p
u
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M

arseille's w
orking class w

as not alone in its m
isery. A

cross the length 
a

n
d

 b
re

a
d

th
 o

f F
ra

n
ce

, b
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e
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r w

o
rke

rs w
e
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 su
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u
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h
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s o
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 p
a
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l p
o
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a
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n
o
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o
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e
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 p
u
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n

g
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o
u
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o

o
stin

g
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ro
d

u
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n
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n
d

 b
e

in
g

 p
a
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 little

 fo
r th

e
ir 

efforts. P
rodded by their A

m
erican advisers, successive F

rench cabinets 
held dow

n w
ages in order to speed econom

ic recovery. B
y 1947 indus-

tria
l p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 w

a
s p

ra
ctica

lly re
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re
d
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 its p
re

w
a
r le

ve
l, b

u
t th

e
 

average P
arisian skilled w

orker w
as earning only 65 percent of w

hat he 
h
a
d
 m

a
d
e
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e
 d

e
p
th

s o
f th

e
 d

e
p
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e
 w

a
s lite

ra
lly 

h
u
n
g
ry a

s w
e
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o
d
 p
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s h

a
d
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te

d
, a

n
d
 th

e
 a

ve
ra

g
e
 w

o
rke

r 
w

as eating 18 percent less than he had in 1938. A
nd even though their 

w
ages could barely c

o
v
e
r their food expenditures, w

orkers w
ere forced to 

sh
o

u
ld

e
r th

e
 b

u
lk o

f th
e

 n
a

tio
n

a
l ta

x b
u

rd
e

n
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h
e

 ta
x syste

m
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a
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q
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b
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a

t th
e

 p
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u
s P

a
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n
 d
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o
n
d
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b
e
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a
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a
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 p
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n
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b
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p
o

litic
a

l te
n

s
io

n
s
 in

 th
e

 w
a

k
e

 o
f th

e
 tra

m
w

a
y
s
 b

o
y
c
o

tt, c
u

lm
in

a
tin

g
 in

 
th

e
 e

s
c
a

la
tin

g
 v

io
le

n
c
e

 o
f N

o
v
e

m
b

e
r 1

2
. T

h
a

t fa
te

fu
l d

a
y
 b

e
g

a
n

 w
ith

 a
 

d
e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
 o

f a
n
g
ry w

o
rke

rs in
 th

e
 m

o
rn

in
g
, sa

w
 a

 b
e
a
tin

g
 o

f C
o
m

-

m
u
n
ist co

u
n
cilo

rs a
t th

e
 city co

u
n
cil m

e
e
tin

g
 in

 th
e
 a

fte
rn

o
o
n
, a

n
d
 e

n
d
e
d
 

w
ith

 a
 m

u
rd

e
r in

 th
e
 e

a
rly

 e
v
e
n
in

g
.• E

a
rly

 th
a
t m

o
rn

in
g
, s

e
v
e
ra

l th
o
u
-

s
a

n
d

 w
o

rk
e

rs
 h

a
d

 g
a

th
e

re
d

 in
 fro

n
t o

f th
e

 c
o

u
rth

o
u

s
e

 to
 d

e
m

a
n

d
 th

e
 

re
le

a
s
e
 o

f fo
u
r y

o
u
n
g
 s

h
e
e
t m

e
ta

l w
o
rk

e
rs

 w
h
o
 h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 a

rre
s
te

d
 fo

r 

a
tta

c
k
in

g
 a

 tra
m

. A
s
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 le

d
 tw

o
 o

f th
e
m

 to
w

a
rd

 th
e
 h

a
ll fo

r th
e
ir 

tria
l, th

e
 cro

w
d

 ru
sh

e
d

 th
e

 o
ffice

rs a
n
d

 th
e

 m
e

n
 e

sca
p

e
d

. E
m

b
o

ld
e

n
e

d
 b

y 
th

e
ir in

itia
l s

u
c
c
e
s
s
, th

e
 c

ro
w

d
 c

o
n
tin

u
e
d
 to

 try
 to

 b
re

a
k
 th

ro
u
g
h
 p

o
lic

e
 

co
rd

o
n

s fo
r se

ve
ra

l h
o

u
rs, d

e
m

a
n

d
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 ch

a
rg

e
s a

g
a

in
st th

e
 w

o
rk-

m
e
n
 b

e
 d

ro
p
p
e
d
. R

e
sp

o
n
d
in

g
 to

 th
e
 d

e
te

rm
in

e
d
 m

o
o
d
 o

f th
e
 cro

w
d
. th

e
 

c
o

u
rt w

a
s
 h

a
s
tily

 c
o

n
v
e

n
e

d
, a

n
d

 a
t a

b
o

u
t fo

u
r in

 th
e

 a
fte

rn
o

o
n

 th
e

 

ch
a

rg
e

s w
e

re
 re

d
u

ce
d

 to
 th

e
 e

q
u

iva
le

n
t o

f a
 m

isd
e

m
e

a
n

o
r. T

h
e

 d
e

m
o

n
-

stra
to

rs w
e
re

 ju
st p

re
p
a
rin

g
 to

 d
isb

a
n
d
 w

h
e
n
 a

n
 u

n
kn

o
w

n
 w

o
rke

r a
rrive

d
 

to
 a

n
n
o
u
n
ce

, "E
ve

ryb
o
d
y to

 C
ity H

a
ll. T

h
e
y a

re
 b

e
a
tin

g
 o

u
r co

m
ra

d
e
s.". 

T
h
e
 a

s
s
a

u
lt h

a
d

 o
c
c
u
rre

d
 in

 th
e

 c
o

u
rs

e
 o

f a
 re

g
u

la
r m

e
e

tin
g

 o
f 

th
e
 m

u
n
icip

a
l co

u
n
cil, w

h
e
n
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist co

u
n
cilo

rs ra
ise

d
 th

e
 issu

e
 o

f th
e
 

tra
m

w
a

y fa
re

s. T
h

e
 d

iscu
ssio

n
s b

e
ca

m
e

 o
ve

rly h
e

a
te

d
, a

n
d

 so
m

e
 o

f th
e

 

m
a
yo

r's w
e
ll-m

u
scle

d
 su

p
p
o
rte

rs (m
e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 G

u
e
rin

i g
a
n
g
) ru

sh
e
d
 

fo
rw

a
rd

 a
n
d
 a

d
m

in
is

te
re

d
 a

 s
e
v
e
re

 b
e
a
tin

g
 to

 th
e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
is

t c
o
u
n
-

c
ilo

rs
.. W

o
rd

 o
f th

e
 b

e
a
tin

g
s
 s

p
re

a
d
 q

u
ic

k
ly

 th
ro

u
g
h
 M

a
rs

e
ille

, a
n
d
 

w
ith

in
 a

n
 h

o
u

r fo
rty

 th
o

u
s
a

n
d

 d
e

m
o

n
s
tra

to
rs

 h
a

d
 g

a
th

e
re

d
 in

 fro
n

t o
f 

C
ity

 	
T

h
e

 h
a

n
d

fu
l o

f p
o

lic
e

 p
re

s
e

n
t w

e
re

 o
n

ly
 a

b
le

 to
 b

rin
g

 th
e

 

s
itu

a
tio

n
 u

n
d
e
r c

o
n
tro

l w
h
e
n
 C

o
m

m
u
n
is

t 
e
x
-M

a
y
o
r 

J
e
a
n
 C

ris
to

fo
l 

c
a
lm

e
d
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
. W

ith
in

 th
irty

 u
rin

a
te

s
 it h

a
d
 d

is
p
e
rs

e
d
, a

n
d
 b

y
 6

:3
0
 

P
.M

. a
ll w

a
s q

u
ie

t. 

W
h

ile
 m

o
s
t o

f th
e

 d
e

m
o

n
s
tra

to
rs

 w
e

n
t h

o
m

e
, a

 c
o

n
tin

g
e

n
t o

f y
o

u
n

g
 

w
o
rke

rs ru
sh

e
d
 h

a
ck 

a
c
ro

s
s
 th

e
 w

a
te

rfro
n
t a

n
d
 ch

a
rg

e
d
 in

to
 th

e
 n

a
rro

w
 

stre
e
ts a

ro
u
n
d
 th

e
 o

p
e
ra

 h
o
u
se

. C
ro

w
d
e
d
 w

ith
 n

ig
h
tclu

b
s a

n
d
 b

ro
th

e
ls, 

th
e

 a
rca

 w
a

s co
m

m
o

n
ly id

e
n

tifie
d

 a
s th

e
 h

e
a

d
q

u
a

rte
rs o

f th
e

 u
n

d
e

rw
o

rld
. 

It w
a

s g
e

n
e

ra
lly b

e
lie

ve
d

 th
a

t th
e

 b
la

ck m
a

rke
t w

a
s co

n
tro

lle
d

 fro
m

 th
e

se
 

clu
b
s, a

n
d
 th

e
y w

e
re

 d
e
e
m

e
d
 a

 ju
st ta

rg
e
t fo

r w
o
rkin

g
 cla

ss a
n
g
e
r. A

s th
e
 

cro
w

d
 ro

a
m

e
d

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 stre

e
ts b

re
a

kin
g

 w
in

d
o

w
s. A

n
to

in
e

 a
n

d
 B

a
r-

th
e

le
m

y
 G

u
e

rin
i fire

d
 g

u
n

s
 in

to
 th

e
 c

ro
w

d
, w

o
u

n
d

in
g

 s
e

v
e

ra
l o

f th
e

 

d
e

m
o

n
s
tra

to
rs

. L
a

te
r th

a
t e

v
e

n
in

g
 a

 y
o

u
n

g
 s

h
e

e
t m

e
ta

l w
o

rk
e

r d
ie

d
 o

f 

h
is

 w
o
u

n
d

s
.. 

T
h

e
 n
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o
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g

 b
a

n
n

e
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e
a

d
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e
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 C
o

m
m

u
n
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w
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a
p

e
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E
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H

O
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H

E
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A
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O
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F
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R
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E
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L
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h
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 p

a
p
e
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p
o
rte
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th
a
t a

n
 in

v
e
s
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a
tio

n
 h

a
d
 d
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c
lo

s
e
d
 it w

a
s
 G

u
e
rin

i m
e
n
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h
o
 h

a
d
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t-
ta

cke
d
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u
n
icip

a
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u
n
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rs.. T
h
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a
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e
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a
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o
t se
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u
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b
u
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d
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 th

e
 S

o
c
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t p

a
p

e
r, L

e
 P

ro
v
e

n
ta
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r th

e
 G

a
u

llis
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is
 w

a
rtim

e
 h

e
ro

ic
s
.. A

l-

th
o
u
g
h
 th

e
y co

e
xiste

d
 h

a
p
p
ily e

n
o
u
g
h
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e
 1

9
5
0
s, w

h
e
n
 th

e
 

G
u

e
rin

is cle
a

rly h
a

d
 th

e
 u

p
p

e
r h

a
n

d
. F

ra
n

cise
rs g

ro
w

in
g

 in
flu

e
n

ce
 in

 th
e

 

1
9

6
0

s p
ro

d
u

ce
d

 se
rio

u
s te

n
sio

n
s. C

o
m

p
e

titio
n

 o
ve

r co
n

tro
l o

f 
S

01110 ca
-

sin
o

 in
te

re
sts p

ro
vid

e
d

 th
e

 sp
a

rk. A
 sile

n
t w

a
r b

e
g

a
n

 in
 1

9
6

5
 th

a
t co

n
tin

-

u
e
d
 fo

r th
re

e
 y

e
a
rs

 w
ith

 little
 m

o
re

 th
a
n
 e

x
te

n
d
e
d
 o

b
itu

a
ry

 n
o
tic

e
s
 in
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the F
rench press. In the end the G

uerinis w
ere decisively defeated—

w
ith 

A
ntoine him

self one of the m
urdered victim

s.. O
n June 23, 1967, tw

o as-
sa

ssin
s p

u
m

p
e

d
 e

le
ve

n
 b

u
lle

ts in
to

 A
n

to
in

e
 G

u
e

rin
i in

 a
 M

a
rse

ille
 g

a
s 

station." A
ntoine's m

urder m
arked the beginning of the end for the U

ser-
ini dynasty, and B

arthelem
y's dow

nfall w
as not long in com

ing. 
D

u
rin

g
 A

n
to

in
e
's fu

n
e
ra

l a
t C

a
le

n
za

n
a
, C

o
rsica

, o
n
 Ju

ly 4
, tw

o
 M

a
r-

se
ille

 b
u

rg
la

rs to
o

k a
d

va
n

ta
g

e
 o

f th
e

 a
b

se
n

ce
 o

f th
e

 fa
m

ily re
ta

in
e

rs to
 

b
re

a
k in

to
 A

n
to

in
e
's villa

 a
n
d
 ste

a
l fa

m
ily je

w
e
lry w

o
rth

 th
o
u
sa

n
d
s o

f 
d
o
lla

rs.. U
n
le

ss B
a
rth

e
le

m
y a

cte
d
 q

u
ickly to

 a
ve

n
g
e
 h

is b
ro

th
e
r's d

e
a
th

 
and catch the burglars, the blow

 to his prestige w
ould utterly destroy his 

a
u
th

o
rity o

ve
r th

e
 m

ilie
u
. B

arthelem
y's rage did not go unnoticed, and on 

Ju
ly 1

0
 o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 b

u
rg

la
rs. Je

a
n

 P
a

u
l M

a
n

d
ro

ya
n

, re
tu

rn
e

d
 th

e
 je

w
e

ls, 
w

hile the other thief fled to S
pain. O

n July 22 the police found M
androyan 

shot dead—
and a w

itness reported that he had seen B
arthelem

y forcing 
M

androyan into his M
ercedes just before the young burglar's m

urder. O
n 

A
u
g
u
st 4

 p
o
lice

 e
n
te

re
d
 th

e
 G

u
e
rin

is' C
lu

b
 M

e
d
ite

rra
n
e
e
 a

n
d
 a

rre
ste

d
 

B
arthelem

y and his five bodyguards. A
ll six w

ere arm
ed."' 

B
a

rth
e

le
m

y's tria
l b

e
g

a
n

 o
n

 sch
e

d
u

le
 Ja

n
u

a
ry 5

, 1
9

7
0

, b
u

t fro
m

 th
e

 
b

e
g

in
n

in
g

 th
e

 p
ro

se
cu

tio
n

 su
ffe

re
d

 re
ve

rse
s. In

 h
is d

istin
g

u
ish

e
d

 b
la

ck 
su

it, ca
re

fu
lly trim

m
e
d
 h

a
ir, a

n
d
 a

 re
d
 la

p
e
l p

in
 in

d
ica

tin
g
 h

is w
a
rtim

e
 

d
e

co
ra

tio
n

, B
a

rth
e

le
m

y h
a

rd
ly lo

o
ke

d
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f a
 d

e
sp

e
ra

te
 g

a
n

g
ste

r. 
O

n the second day of the trial, the key prosecution w
itness retracted his 

te
stim

o
n
y." A

 ro
a
d
 te

st p
ro

ve
d
 th

a
t it w

a
s im

p
o
ssib

le
 fo

r B
a
rth

e
le

m
y's 

M
e
rce

d
e
s to

 h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 th

e
 m

u
rd

e
re

r's ca
r. W

ith
 e

a
ch

 d
a
y o

f te
stim

o
n
y 

the prosecution's ease grew
 w

eaker, as the defense attorney dem
onstrated 

that m
ost of the state's evidence w

as circum
stantial. In his sum

m
ation, the 

p
ro

se
cu

to
r co

u
ld

 n
o

t h
e

lp
 a

d
m

ittin
g

 h
is fa

ilu
re

 a
n

d
 d

e
m

a
n

d
e

d
 th

a
t 

the 
G

uerini gang m
ust be sentenced, not so m

uch because of their possible 
guilt. but because they w

ere crim
inal types w

ho w
ere a m

enace to M
ar-

se
ille

... 
O

n
 Ja

n
u
a
ry I5

 th
e
 ju

ry re
tu

rn
e
d
 a

 ve
rd

ict o
f g

u
ilty: B

a
rth

e
le

m
y re

-
ce

ive
d

 tw
e

n
ty ye

a
rs; h

is yo
u

n
g

e
r b

ro
th

e
r P

a
sca

l a
n

d
 tw

o
 o

th
e

rs, fifte
e

n
 

years apiece. S
pectators scream

ed "scandal." C
ries of "T

his is justice?" 
w

ere heard. A
nd the defendants them

selves shouted "Innocent, innocent, 
in

n
o
ce

n
t."'" 

W
hy w

ere the G
uerinis convicted? T

here had been serious accusations 
a

g
a

in
st th

e
m

 in
 th

e
 p

a
st th

a
t co

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 b

e
co

m
e

 so
lid

 ca
se

s h
a

d
 th

e
 

M
in

istry o
f Ju

stice
 b

e
e

n
 in

te
re

ste
d

. B
u

t th
e

 G
u

e
rin

is w
e

re
 g

u
a

ra
n

te
e

d
 

im
m

u
n
ity to

 lo
ca

l in
ve

stig
a
tio

n
s b

y th
e
ir re

la
tio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 M

a
rse

ille
's 

M
A

R
S

E
IL

L
E
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M

E
R

IC
A

'S
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S
ocialists. H

ow
ever, by 1967 S

ocialist party influence had declined sub-
stantially after a decade of G

aullist rule. F
rancisci, according to inform

ed 
F

re
n

ch
 o

b
se

rve
rs, h

a
d

 e
a

rn
e

d
 co

n
sid

e
ra

b
le

 p
o

litica
l in

flu
e

n
ce

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

his services to the G
aullist governm

ent. D
uring the early 1960s, he had 

h
e

lp
e

d
 o

rg
a

n
ize

 a
 g

ro
u

p
 o

f C
o

rsica
n

 g
a

n
g

ste
rs kn

o
w

n
 p

o
p

u
la

rly a
s th

e
 

b
a

rb
o

irz
e

l to
 co

m
b

a
t a

 rig
h

t-w
in

g
 te

rro
rist ca

m
p

a
ig

n
 fo

llo
w

in
g

 G
e

n
e

ra
l 

d
e

 G
a

u
lle

's a
n

n
o

u
n

ce
m

e
n

t o
f A

lg
e

ria
n

 in
d

e
p

e
n

d
e

n
ce

. A
s th

e
 o

w
n

e
r o

f 
P

aris's m
ost exclusive casino, C

erele H
aussm

ann, F
rancisci w

as in daily 
co

n
ta

ct w
ith

 h
ig

h
-ra

n
kin

g
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n

t o
fficia

ls." H
e

 is a
 clo

se
 p

e
rso

n
a

l 
frie

n
d

 o
f a

 fo
rm

e
r G

a
u

llist ca
b

in
e

t m
in

iste
r a

n
d

 is h
im

se
lf a

 G
a

u
llist 

provincial counselor in C
orsica. 

A
fte

r th
e
 F

a
ll 

In
 th

e
 a

fte
rm

a
th

 o
f B

a
rth

e
le

m
y G

lie
rin

i's co
n

victio
n

, th
e

 b
a

la
n

ce
 o

f 
p

o
w

e
r in

 th
e

 M
a

rse
ille

 h
e

ro
in

 tra
d

e
 h

a
s sh

ifte
d

 so
m

e
w

h
a

t. T
h

e
 G

u
e

rin
i 

fam
ily's declining fortunes are represented by P

ierre, a younger brother, 
a

n
d

 B
a

rth
e

le
m

y's w
ife

, a
 fo

rm
e

r n
ig

h
tclu

b
 d

a
n

ce
r. T

h
e

 G
u

e
rin

i d
e

clin
e

 
has been m

atched by the grow
ing influence of the V

enturi brothers, long-
tim

e G
uerini associates, as w

ell as by F
rancisci him

self. T
he U

.S
. B

ureau 
o
f N

a
rco

tics h
a
s la

b
e
le

d
 Je

a
n
 V

e
n
tu

ri th
e
 "m

a
jo

r d
istrib

u
to

r o
f F

re
n
ch

 
heroin into the U

nited S
tates," and described his younger brother D

om
-

inique as "his m
ajor source of supply."'? T

he V
enturis also seem

 to have 
in

h
e
rite

d
 th

e
 G

u
e
rin

is' in
flu

e
n
ce

 w
ith

 M
a
rse

ille
%

 S
o
cia

list p
a
rty; d

u
r-

in
g

 th
e

 la
st e

le
ctio

n
 it w

a
s th

e
ir m

e
n

 w
h

o
 se

rve
d

 a
s M

a
yo

r D
e

/Je
ri- e

s
 

b
o
d
yg

u
a
rd

s. In
te

re
stin

g
ly, in

 F
e
b
ru

a
ry 1

9
7
2
 T

h
e

 N
e

w
 Y

o
rk

 T
im

e
x
 re-

ported that D
om

inique V
enturi's contracting firm

 "is currently redoing the 
M

a
rse

ille
 to

w
n
 h

a
ll fo

r th
e
 city's S

o
cia

list M
a
yo

r G
a
sto

n
 D

e
ffe

rre
."'. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

 M
a

rce
l F

ra
n

cisci h
a

s p
u

b
licly d

e
n

ie
d

 a
n

y in
vo

lve
m

e
n

t in
 th

e
 

d
ru

g
 tra

ffic, th
e
 U

.S
. B

u
re

a
u
 o

f N
a
rco

tics h
a
s lo

n
g
 id

e
n
tifie

d
 h

im
 a

s th
e
 

ro
a

n
 w

h
o

 "o
rg

a
n

ize
s th

e
 sm

u
g

g
lin

g
 in

to
 F

ra
n

ce
 o

f m
o

rp
h

in
e

 b
a

se
 p

ro
-

d
u

ce
d

 in
 th

e
 M

id
d

le
 E

a
st."'• 

F
ra

n
cisci is n

o
t th

e
 o

n
ly g

a
n
g
ste

r w
h
o
 is a

sso
cia

te
d
 w

ith
 th

e
 ru

lin
g
 

G
a
u
llist p

a
rty. T

h
e
 U

.S
. B

u
re

a
u
 o

f N
a
rco

tics b
e
lie

ve
s th

a
t th

e
 G

a
u
llists 

have replaced corrupt M
arseille politicians as the m

ilie
u
's

 m
ost im

portant 
protectors, and som

e U
.S

. narcotics agents have becom
e quite concerned 

o
v
e
r th

e
 co

m
p

licity o
f h

ig
h

-le
ve

l F
re

n
ch

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 o
fficia

ls in
 th

e
 n

a
r-

cotics traffic. 
D

u
rin

g
 th

e
 M

a
y re

vo
lu

tio
n

 o
f 1

9
6

8
, w

h
e

n
 th

o
u

sa
n

d
s o

f stu
d

e
n

ts a
n

d
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w
o
rke

rs su
rg

e
d
 th

ro
u
g
h
 th

e
 stre

e
ts o

f P
a
ris, b

a
rrica

d
e
s w

e
re

 th
ro

w
n
 u

p
, 

a
n

d
 g

o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t b

u
ild

in
g
s w

e
re

 o
ccu

p
ie

d
, G

e
n

e
ra

l d
e

 G
a

u
lle

's g
o

ve
rn

- 
m

e
n
t c

a
m

e
 c

lo
s
e
 to

 c
ru

m
b
lin

g
. T

o
 a

id
 th

e
 re

s
to

ra
tio

n
 o

f p
u
b
lic

 o
rd

e
r, 

J
a
c
q
u
e
s
 F

o
c
c
a
rt, th

e
 g

e
n
e
ra

l's
 to

p
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 a

d
v
is

e
r, o

rg
a
n
iz

e
d
 fiv

e
 

th
o
u
s
a
n
d
 m

e
n
, m

a
n
y
 o

f th
e
m

 C
o
rs

ic
a
n
 a

n
d
 F

re
n
c
h
 g

a
n
g
s
te

rs
, in

to
 th

e
 

S
e
rv

ic
e
 d

'A
c
tio

n
 C

iv
iq

u
e
 (S

A
C

). W
h
ile

 th
e
re

 w
e
re

 k
n
o
w

n
 g

a
n
g
s
te

rs
 in

 
S

A
C

's
 ra

n
k
 a

n
d
 file

, p
o
lic

e
 o

ffic
e
rs

 a
n
d
 to

p
 in

te
llig

e
n
c
e
 o

ffic
ia

ls
 to

o
k
 o

n
 

p
o
sitio

n
s o

f re
sp

o
n
sib

ility w
ith

in
 th

e
 o

rg
a
n
iza

tio
n
. S

A
C

 w
a
s a

ssig
n
e
d
 su

ch
 

ta
sks a

s sile
n
cin

g
 h

e
ckle

rs a
t p

ro
-G

a
u
llist ra

llie
s, b

re
a
kin

g
 u

p
 o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 

d
e
m

o
n
stra

tio
n
s, a

n
d
 p

ro
vid

in
g
 b

o
d
yg

u
a
rd

s fo
r ca

b
in

e
t m

in
iste

rs a
n
d
 h

ig
h
 

g
o
ve

rn
m

e
n
t o

fficia
ls." W

h
e
n
 P

re
sid

e
n
t G

e
o
rg

e
s P

o
m

p
id

o
u
 in

sp
e
cte

d
 th

e
 

C
o
n
co

rd
e
 su

p
e
rso

n
ic a

ircra
ft a

t T
o
u
lo

u
se

 in
 A

u
g
u
st 1

9
7
1
. five

 h
u
n
d
re

d
 

S
A

C
 m

e
n
 tu

rn
e
d
 o

u
t to

 p
ro

te
ct h

in
t. T

h
e
 sa

m
e
 m

o
n
th

 a
n
o
th

e
r five

 h
u
n
-

d
re

d
 w

e
re

 m
o
b
ilize

d
 to

 m
a
in

ta
in

 h
a
rm

o
n
y a

t th
e
 G

a
u
llist p

a
rty's n

a
tio

n
a
l 

c
o
n
v
e
n
tio

n
." In

 a
d
d
itio

n
, b

o
th

 th
e
 n

a
tio

n
a
l p

o
lic

e
 a

n
d
 S

D
E

C
E

 (S
e
rv

ic
e
 

d
e
 D

o
cu

m
e
n
ta

tio
n
*E

xh
frie

u
rc e

t d
u
 C

o
n
tre

-E
sp

io
n
a
g
e
. a

 F
re

n
ch

 e
q
u
iva

l-
e
n
t o

f th
e
 C

IA
) u

se
 S

A
C

 to
 e

xe
cu

te
 "d

irty" m
issio

n
s th

a
t w

o
u
ld

 co
m

p
ro

-
m

ise
 th

e
ir re

g
u
la

r a
g
e
n
ts.. 

In
 e

x
c
h
a
n
g
e
 fo

r th
e
ir s

e
rv

ic
e
s
. S

A
C

 m
e
n
 a

re
 p

ro
te

c
te

d
 fro

m
 p

o
lic

e
 

in
ve

stig
a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 g

ive
n
 sa

fe
-co

n
d
u
ct p

a
sse

s—
n
e
ce

ssa
ry fo

r th
e
ir m

o
re

 
d
e
lica

te
 a

ssig
n
m

e
n
ts—

w
h
ich

 g
ra

n
t th

e
m

 im
m

u
n
ity to

 sto
p
-a

n
d
-se

a
rch

 b
y 

p
o
lic

e
.' B

u
t in

 s
p
ite

 o
f S

A
C

's
 p

ro
te

c
tio

n
. th

e
re

 a
rc

 o
c
c
a
s
io

n
a
l s

lip
u
p
s
. 

a
n
d
 a

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 th
e
 U

.S
. B

u
re

a
u
 o

f N
a
rco

tics. a
t le

a
st te

n
 S

A
C

 g
a
n
g
ste

rs 
w

e
re

 a
rre

ste
d
 in

 F
ra

n
ce

 ca
rryin

g
 m

a
jo

r sh
ip

m
e
n
ts o

f h
e
ro

in
 d

u
rin

g
 I 9

7
0
- 

1
9
7
1
. In

 th
e
 fa

ll o
f 1

9
7
0
, w

h
e
n
 th

e
 p

o
lic

e
 a

rre
s
te

d
 S

e
rg

e
 C

o
n
s
ta

n
t, a

 
m

e
m

b
e
r o

f S
A

(' in
 N

ic
e
. a

n
d
 c

h
a
rg

e
d
 h

in
t w

ith
 h

a
v
in

g
 s

m
u
g
g
le

d
 tw

o
 

h
e
ro

in
 sh

ip
m

e
n
ts in

to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s, h
e
 th

re
a
te

n
e
d
 th

e
m

, sa
yin

g
. -

W
e 

h
a
ve

 p
ro

te
ctio

n
. so

  w
a
tc

h
 y

o
u
r s

te
p
." A

 G
re

n
o
b
le

 b
a
r p

ro
p
rie

to
r n

a
m

e
d
 

M
rs

. B
o
n
n
e
t w

a
s
 a

rre
s
te

d
 w

ith
 1

0
5
 p

o
u
n
d
s
 o

f b
e
ittin

 d
e
s
tin

e
d
 fo

r th
e
 

U
n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s in
 h

e
r c

a
r. S

h
e
 is

 th
e
 w

id
o
w

 o
f S

A
C

' le
a
d
e
r M

a
n
ia

ca
l B

o
n
-

n
e
t. w

h
o
 c

h
a
tiffe

re
d
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t P

o
m

p
id

o
u
 d

in
in

g
 th

e
 1

9
6
7
 e

le
c
tio

n
. In

 
S

e
p
te

m
b
e
r 1

9
7
1
 a

 n
o
to

rio
u
s h

e
ro

in
 co

u
rie

r. A
n
g
e
 S

im
o
n
p
iC

ri. w
a
s fin

a
lly 

a
rre

s
te

d
 a

fte
r a

 S
w

iss la
w

ye
r a

ccu
se

d
 th

e
 
C

iiIiilliS
is

 o
f p

ro
te

c
tin

g
 h

im
 o

n
 

a
 p

rim
e
-lim

e
 ra

d
io

 s
h
o
w

. P
re

d
ic

ta
b
ly

, S
im

o
n
p
ie

ri is
 a

 re
tire

d
 b

a
rb

o
n
z
e
 

a
n
d
 a

 c
lo

s
e
 frie

n
d
 o

f th
e
 ("m

o
n
is

t d
e
p
u
ty

 w
h
o
 
o

fg
a
n

tie
d

 th
e
 "

p
a
ra

lle
l 

p
o
lice

-
  g

ro
u

p
 in

 1
9
6

1
.. 

M
o
re

o
ve

r, in
fo

rm
e
d
 o

b
se

rve
rs a

re
 co

n
vin

ce
d
 th

a
t so

m
e
 	

S
IN

IC
E

's 
u
p
 

in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 o

ffic
e
rs

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 

O
rg

a
n

iz
in

g
 n

a
rc

o
tic

s
 s

h
ip

m
e
n

ts
 

to
 

tic
 U

n
ite

d
 

S
ta

te
s
 to

 lin
a
n
c
e
 S

A
C

 o
p
e
ra

tio
n
s
. u

s
in

g
 S

D
F

C
E

's
 

M
A

R
S

E
IL

L
E

: A
M

E
R

IC
A

'S
 H

E
R

O
IN

 L
A

B
O

R
A

T
O

R
Y

 	
5
1
 

co
u
n
te

rin
te

llig
e
n
ce

 n
e
t to

 p
ro

te
ct th

e
ir sh

ip
m

e
n
ts. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 U

.S
. n

a
rco

tics 
a
g
e
n
ts w

o
rkin

g
 u

n
d
e
rco

ve
r a

g
a
in

st F
re

n
ch

 h
e
ro

in
 tra

fficke
rs h

a
ve

 little
 

fe
a
r o

f b
e
in

g
 u

n
m

a
ske

d
 b

y th
e
 m

ilie
u
, th

e
y h

a
ve

 b
e
co

m
e
 in

cre
a
sin

g
ly co

n
-

ce
rn

e
d
 a

b
o
u
t b

e
in

g
 d

isco
ve

re
d
 b

y S
D

E
C

E
. In

 e
a
rly 1

9
7
1
, fo

r e
xa

m
p
le

, 
a
 U

.S
. u

n
d
e
rco

ve
r n

a
rco

tics a
g
e
n
t m

e
t w

ith
 re

p
re

se
n
ta

tive
s o

f M
a
rse

ille
 's 

b
ig

g
e
s
t h

e
ro

in
 s

y
n
d
ic

a
te

 in
 a

 N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

 h
o
te

l ro
o
m

. P
o
s
in

g
 a

s
 a

n
 

A
m

e
rica

n
 m

a
fio

s
o
, th

e
 u

n
d
e
rco

ve
r a

g
e
n
t o

ffe
re

d
 to

 p
u
rch

a
se

 a
 h

u
n
d
re

d
 

kilo
s o

f h
e
ro

in
 a

n
d
 a

g
re

e
d
 to

 p
a
y a

 to
p
 p

rice
. C

o
n
vin

ce
d
 th

a
t th

e
y w

e
re

 
d
e
a
lin

g
 w

ith
 a

 re
a
l A

m
e
rica

n
 g

a
n
g
ste

r, th
e
 C

o
rsica

n
 sm

u
g
g
le

rs fle
w

 b
a
ck 

to
 M

a
rse

ille
, e

la
te

d
 a

t th
e
ir su

cce
ss, a

n
d
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

 p
u
t to

g
e
th

e
r th

e
 sh

ip
-

m
e
n
t. H

o
w

e
v
e
r, ju

s
t a

s
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 a
b
o
u
t to

 d
e
p
a
rt fo

r N
e
w

 Y
o
rk

 a
n
d
 

w
a
lk in

to
 a

 ca
re

fu
lly-la

id
 tra

p
, a

n
o
th

e
r C

o
rsica

n
 g

a
n
g
ste

r p
h
o
n
e
d
 to

 w
a
rn

 
th

e
m

 th
a
t th

e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n
 m

a
fio

s
o
 
w

a
s
 re

a
lly

 a
 U

.S
. n

a
rc

o
tic

s
 a

g
e
n
t. In

-
cre

d
u
lo

u
s, th

e
 sm

u
g
g
le

rs a
ske

d
 th

e
 in

fo
rm

a
n
t o

ve
r th

e
 p

h
o
n
e
, "H

o
w

 d
o
 

y
o
u
 k

n
o
w

?
" A

n
d
 th

e
 c

a
lle

r re
s
p
o
n
d
e
d
, "C

o
lo

n
e
l 	

 p
a
sse

d
 th

is in
- 

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 o

n
 to

 m
e
." A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 M
istim

e
d
 o

b
se

rve
rs, th

a
t co

lo
n
e
l is a

 
h
ig

h
-ra

n
kin

g
 S

D
E

C
E

 in
te

llig
e
n
ce

 o
ffice

r. A
n

d
, th

e
se

 o
b

se
rve

rs ru
e

fu
lly 

a
d
m

it. so
m

e
 co

rru
p
t d

e
m

e
n

ts
 o

f S
D

E
C

E
 se

e
m

 to
 h

a
ve

 d
o
n
e
 a

 g
o
o
d
 jo

b
 o

f 
p
e
n
e
tra

tin
g
 th

e
ir u

n
d
e
rc

o
v
e
r n

e
tw

o
rk

. 
T

h
e
 e

x
te

n
t o

f S
D

E
C

E
's

 in
v
o
lv

e
m

e
n
t in

 th
e
 h

e
ro

in
 tra

d
e
 w

a
s
 fin

a
lly

 
g
ive

n
 p

u
b
lic e

xp
o
su

re
 in

 N
o
ve

m
b
e
r 1

9
7
1
, w

h
e
n
 a

 N
e
w

 Je
rse

y p
ro

se
cu

to
r 

in
d
icte

d
 C

o
lo

n
e
l P

a
u
l F

o
u
rn

ie
r, O

n
e
 o

f S
D

E
C

E
's to

p
 su

p
e
rviso

ry a
g
e
n
ts, 

fo
r co

n
sp

irin
g
 to

 sm
u
g
g
le

 fo
rty-five

 kilo
s o

f h
e
ro

in
 in

to
 th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s. 
O

n
 A

p
ril 5

 a
 U

.S
. c

u
s
to

m
s
 in

s
p
e
c
to

r a
s
s
ig

n
e
d
 to

 th
e
 E

liz
a
b
e
th

, N
e
w

 
Je

rse
y. w

a
te

rfro
n
t h

a
d
 d

isco
ve

re
d
 th

e
 h

e
ro

in
 co

n
ce

a
le

d
 in

 a
 V

o
lksw

a
g
e
n
 

ca
m

p
e
r a

n
d
 a

rre
ste

d
 its o

w
n
e
r, a

 re
tire

d
 S

D
E

C
E

 a
g
e
n
t n

a
m

e
d
 R

o
g
e
r d

e
 

Im
ie

tte
. A

fte
r co

n
fe

ssin
g
 h

is ro
le

 in
 th

e
 a

ffa
ir, d

c L
o
u
ctte

 cla
im

e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 

w
a
s o

n
ly w

o
rkin

g
 a

s a
 co

u
rie

r fo
r C

o
lo

n
e
l F

o
u
rn

ie
r.. A

lth
o
u
g
h
 F

o
u
rn

ie
r's 

g
u
ilt h

a
s n

o
t ye

t b
e
e
n
 e

sta
b
lish

e
d
, h

is in
d
ictm

e
n
t ra

te
d
 b

a
n
n
e
r h

e
a
d
lin

e
s 

in
 th

e
 F

re
n
ch

, p
re

ss a
n
d
 p

ro
m

p
te

d
 fo

rm
e
r h

ig
h
-ra

n
kin

g
 S

D
E

C
E

 o
fficia

ls 
to

 co
m

e
 fo

rw
a
rd

 w
ith

 so
m

e
 sw

illin
g
, a

lle
g
a
tio

n
s a

b
o
u
t S

D
E

C
E

's in
vo

lve
-

m
e
n
t in

 th
e
 h

e
ro

in
 tra

ffic
.. 

F
v
e
n
 w

ith
 S

D
E

C
E

's
 c

la
n
d
e
s
tin

e
 s

u
p
p
o
rt. h

o
w

e
v
e
r. M

a
rs

e
ille

s
 d

a
y
s
 

a
s th

e
 h

e
ro

in
 ca

p
ita

l o
f E

u
ro

p
e
 m

a
y b

e
 n

u
m

b
e
re

d
. T

h
e
 G

u
crin

is' co
lla

p
se

 
h
a
s
 th

ro
w

n
 o

p
e
n
 th

e
 fie

ld
 to

 y
o
u
n
g
e
r g

a
n
g
s
te

rs
 w

ith
 little

 re
s
p
e
c
t 

fo
r 

th
e
ir b

a
n
 o

n
 d

ru
g
 p

e
d
d
lin

g
 in

sid
e
 F

ra
n
c
e
. A

s
 o

n
e
 o

f F
ra

n
ce

's to
p
 p

o
lice

 
0
/liC

illls
 p

u
t it. -

T
h
e
s
e
 n

e
w

 g
u
y
s
 a

re
 g

u
y
s
 w

h
o
 d

o
n
't fo

llo
w

 th
e
 ro

le
s
. 

W
ith

 la
u

g
h

te
r U

.S
. su

p
p

re
ssio

n
 e

ffo
rt, th

e
 co

st o
f sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 g

o
t to

o
 m

u
ch

 
fo

r so
n
ic o

f th
e
m

. so
  th

e
y to

o
k th

e
 easy 

w
a
y
 o

u
t a

n
d
 b

e
g
a
n
 to

 se
ll h

e
re

." 
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E
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S
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A
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S
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53 

W
ith

in
 tw

o
 y

ears after A
n
to

in
e G

u
erin

i's d
eath

 an
d

 B
arth

elem
y

's in
car-

ceratio
n
, F

ran
ce itself w

as in
 th

e g
rip

 o
f an

 escalatin
g
 h

ero
in

 p
lag

u
e. B

y
 

early 1972 fifteen out of every thousand F
rench arm

y draftees w
ere being 

rejected
 b

ecau
se o

f d
ru

g
 ad

d
ictio

n
, an

d
 M

arseille itself h
as an

 ad
d
ict 

population estim
ated at anyw

here from
 five thousand to tw

enty thousand. 
A

s F
ran

ce d
ev

elo
p

ed
 a d

ru
g

 crisis o
f h

er o
w

n
, th

e F
ren

ch
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t 

d
ro

p
p
ed

 its rath
er b

lase attitu
d
e an

d
 d

eclared
 n

arco
tics "F

ran
ce's n

u
m

-
b
er-o

n
e p

o
lice p

ro
b
lem

." M
arseille's p

o
lice n

arco
tics u

n
it w

as ex
p
an

d
ed

 
from

 eight officers in 1969 to seventy-seven only tw
o years later. In early 

1
9

7
2

 th
e step

p
ed

-u
p

 p
o

lice effo
rt sco

red
 sev

eral sp
ectacu

lar h
ero

in
 sei-

zu
res an

d
 p

ro
m

p
ted

 sp
ecu

latio
n
 in

 th
e F

ren
ch

 p
ress th

at M
arseille's h

er-
o
in

 m
an

u
factu

rers m
ig

h
t ev

en
tu

ally
 b

e fo
rced

 o
u
t o

f b
u
sin

ess." 
It seem

s u
n
lik

ely
, h

o
w

ev
er, th

at F
ren

ch
 refo

rm
s w

ill h
av

e an
y
 b

en
e-

ficial im
p

act o
n

 A
m

erica's h
ero

in
 p

lag
u

e. F
o

r M
arseilles p

ro
b

lem
s w

ere 
sim

p
ly

 th
e fin

d
 b

lo
w

 to
 a M

ed
iterran

ean
 h

ero
in

 co
m

p
lex

 alread
y
 w

eak
-

en
ed

 b
y
 a d

ecad
e o

f serio
u
s setb

ack
s. 

T
he D

ecline of the E
uropean H

eroin T
rade, 

and a Journey to the E
ast 

D
u

rin
g

 th
e 1

9
6

0
s lo

cal arrests, in
tern

al w
arfare, an

d
 in

tern
atio

n
al law

 
• en

fo
rcem

en
t activ

ity
 p

ro
g
ressiv

ely
 w

eak
en

ed
 th

e T
u
rk

ey
-Italy

-M
arseille 

n
arco

tics ax
is. B

y
 th

e en
d

 o
f th

e d
ecad

e, th
e situ

atio
n

 h
ad

 b
eco

m
e so

 
serio

u
s th

at th
e in

tern
atio

n
al n

arco
tics lead

ers w
ere fo

rced
 to

 co
n
d
u
ct a 

m
ajor reorganization of the traffic. 
In 

S
icily

 a co
stly

 eig
h
t-y

ear b
attle (1

9
5
6
-1

9
6
3
) b

etw
een

 M
alta 

factio
n
s—

th
e "o

ld
" M

afia an
d
 th

e "n
ew

" M
afia—

h
ad

 red
u
ced

 th
e 

"h
o

n
o

red
 so

ciety
" to

 its w
eak

est state sin
ce th

e en
d

 o
f W

o
rld

 W
ar II. 

T
h
e "o

ld
" M

afia w
as m

ad
e u

p
 o

f trad
itio

n
al ru

ral g
an

g
sters, th

e illiterate 
ty

ran
ts w

h
o

 ru
led

 b
y
 fear an

d
 ex

p
lo

ited
 th

e im
p

o
v

erish
ed

 p
easan

ts. In
 

co
n
trast, th

e "n
ew

" M
a
fia

 w
as attracted

 b
y
 th

e m
o
d
ern

 b
u
sin

ess m
eth

o
d
s 

and the international heroin sm
uggling that L

ucky L
uciano and his A

ster-
lean

 d
ep

o
rtee co

h
o

rts h
ad

 in
tro

d
u

ced
 in

 th
e late 1

9
4

0
s. In

 th
e first th

ree 
y
ears o

f th
is w

ar eig
h
teen

 m
ajo

r m
afiosi an

d
 co

u
n
tless m

in
o
r g

u
n
m

en
 

w
ere elim

inated.'" 
W

eakened by the enorm
ous cost in

 lead
ersh

ip
, th

e feu
d
 su

b
sid

ed
, b

u
t 

it b
ro

k
e o

u
t ag

ain
 in

 1
9

6
3

 W
h

e
n

 p
art o

f a h
ero

in
 sh

ip
m

en
t w

as sto
len

 b
y

 
a co

u
rier en

ro
u

te to
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates. It w
as a sin

g
u

larly
 in

o
p

p
o

rtu
n

e 
m

o
m

en
t fo

r h
ead

lin
e m

u
rd

ers, as th
e M

afia itself w
as w

ell aw
are, fo

r a  

parliam
entary investigating com

m
ission w

as finallylooking into the M
afia. 

E
v
en

 th
o
u
g
h
 th

e h
o
n
o
red

 so
ciety

's G
ran

d
 C

o
u
n
cil o

rd
ered

 a m
o
rato

r-
iu

m
 fo

r th
e d

u
ratio

n
 o

f th
e in

q
u

iry
, p

assio
n

s co
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e restrain
ed

, an
d

 
th

e m
u

rd
ers b

eg
an

 ag
ain

. T
h

e fast A
lfa R

o
m

eo
 sed

an
s fav

o
red

 b
y

 
m

a
fio

si w
ere b

ein
g

 b
lo

w
n

 u
p

 in
 P

alerm
o

 w
ith

 su
ch

 freq
u

en
cy

 th
at th

e 
m

ere sig
h
t o

f o
n
e p

ark
ed

 w
as en

o
u
g
h
 fo

r th
e p

o
lice to

 clear th
e street. 

T
h
e P

arliam
en

tary
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 o

f In
q
u
iry

 in
to

 th
e A

ctiv
ities o

f th
e 

M
afia b

eg
an

 in
 th

e m
id

st o
f th

e ex
p

lo
sio

n
s, an

d
 its rep

o
rts co

n
tain

ed
 th

e 
first serio

u
s leg

islativ
e su

g
g
estio

n
s fo

r co
m

b
atin

g
 th

e v
en

erab
le so

ciety
.. 

In
 1

9
6
4
, 8

0
0
 m

a
fio

si w
ere a

rrested
 in

 a m
ajo

r sw
eep

 an
d
 lo

ck
ed

 u
p
 in

 
P

alerm
o
 p

riso
n
. T

h
e g

o
o
d
 w

o
rk

 co
n
tin

u
ed

: in
 1

9
6
8
, 1

1
3
 m

o
re w

ere 
arrested

 (th
o
u
g
h
 m

an
y
 w

ere su
b
seq

u
en

tly
 released

) an
d
, in

 M
ay

 1
9
7
1
, 

3
3
 o

f th
e to

p
 lead

ersh
ip

 w
ere ex

iled
 to

 F
ilicu

d
i an

d
 L

in
o
sa islan

d
s." A

l-
th

o
u

g
h

 th
e im

p
act sh

o
u

ld
 n

o
t b

e o
v

erestim
ated

. th
ese arrests. to

g
eth

er 
w

ith
 sev

eral m
ajo

r h
ero

in
 in

d
ictm

en
ts. h

av
e m

ad
e S

icily
 a m

u
ch

 less 
d

esirab
le p

lace fo
r A

m
erican

 m
afiosi to do business. A

nd since S
icily and 

so
u
th

ern
 Italy

 
w

ere 
still im

p
o
rtan

t tran
ssh

ip
m

en
t p

o
in

ts fo
r M

id
d
le 

E
astern

 m
o
rp

h
in

e an
d
 M

arseille h
ero

in
 in

 th
e six

ties, th
is w

eak
en

ed
 th

e 
o
v
erall stren

g
th

 o
f th

e T
u
rk

ey
-Italy

-M
arseille ax

is. 
E

q
u
ally

 im
p
o
rtan

t in
 red

u
cin

g
 th

e im
portance of S

icily and Italy in the 
in

tern
atio

n
al d

ru
g
 trad

e w
as th

e su
d
d
en

 d
eath

 o
f L

u
ck

y
 L

u
cian

o
. It w

as 
a tim

ely
 d

eath
. sin

ce th
e F

ed
eral B

u
reau

 o
f N

arco
tics h

ad
 ju

st arrested
, 

in
 S

p
ain

, th
ree o

f h
is h

ero
in

 co
u
riers, w

h
o
 w

ere acin
g
 a n

arco
tics in

d
ict-

m
en

t in
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

. A
m

erican
 n

arco
tics ag

en
ts su

b
m

itted
 ev

id
en

ce th
at 

L
uciano had 

p
ro

v
id

ed
 lib

eral 
travel ex

p
en

ses fo
r th

eir h
o
p
sco

tch
 flig

h
t 

acro
ss th

e C
arib

b
ean

. an
d

 th
e co

u
rts b

eg
an

 to
 co

n
sid

er an
 in

d
ictm

en
t 

ag
ain

st h
im

. T
h

e leftist Italian
 p

ress scream
ed

 fo
r h

is arrest. an
d

 p
ar-

liam
entary deputies denounced the governm

ent's laxity. 
W

h
ile d

rin
k
in

g
 a cu

p
 o

f co
ffee at N

ap
les airp

o
rt o

n
 th

e ev
en

in
g
 o

f 
Jan

u
ary

 2
2
, 1

9
6
2
. L

u
cian

o
 su

ffered
 a fatal co

ro
n
ary

 attack
.. T

h
e d

eath
 

o
f th

e m
an

 w
h

o
 h

ad
 o

rg
an

ized
 th

e p
o

stw
ar h

ero
in

 trad
e. k

ep
t it running 

against co
n

sid
erab

le ad
v

ersity
, an

d
 w

as th
o

u
g

h
t to

 h
e p

erso
n

ally
 resp

o
n

-
sib

le fo
r sh

ip
p

in
g

 m
o

re th
an

 5
1

5
0

 m
illio

n
 w

o
rth

 o
f h

ero
in

 in
to

 th
e 

U
n
ited

 S
tates o

v
er a six

teen
-y

ear p
erio

d
," w

as an
 irrep

laceab
le lo

ss. 
W

ithout L
uciano's organizational genius, it becam

e increasingly difficult 
fo

r M
ed

iterran
ean

 sm
u
g
g
lers to

 su
rv

iv
e ag

ain
st th

e g
ro

w
in

g
 p

ressu
re o

f 
in

tern
atio

n
al law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t effo
rts. 

T
h
e m

o
st im

p
o
rtan

t b
lo

w
 to

 th
e M

ed
iterran

ean
 h

ero
in

 co
m

p
lex

. h
o
w

-
ev

er, cam
e in

 1
9
6
7
, w

h
en

 th
e T

u
rk

ish
 g

o
v
ern

m
en

t an
n
o
u
n
ced

 p
lan

s to
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red
u

ce, a
n

d
 ev

en
tu

a
lly

 a
b

o
lish

, o
p

iu
m

 p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

. T
h

e U
.S

. g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 

co
n

trib
u

ted
 $

3
 m

illio
n

 to
 b

u
ild

 u
p

 a
 sp

ecia
l 7

5
0

-m
a

n
 p

o
lice n

a
rco

tics 

u
n

it, fin
a

n
ce resea

rch
 fo

r su
b

stitu
te cro

p
s, a

n
d

 im
p

ro
v

e th
e m

a
n

a
g

eria
l 

efficien
cy

 o
f th

e g
o
v
ern

m
en

t reg
u

la
to

ry
 a

g
en

cy
, th

e T
u

rk
ish

 M
a
rk

etin
g
 

O
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
.'"

 S
in

ce T
u

rk
ey

's p
o
p

p
y
 field

s w
ere th

e m
a
jo

r so
u

rce o
f 

raw
 m

aterials for M
arseille's h

eroin
 lab

oratories, th
e im

p
act of th

e T
u

rk
-

ish
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t's d

ecla
ra

tio
n

 w
a

s o
b

v
io

u
s. A

cco
rd

in
g
 to

 a
n

a
ly

sts a
t th

e 

U
.S

. B
u

rea
u

 o
f N

a
rco

tics, th
e C

o
rsica

n
 sy

n
d

ica
tes "

sa
w

 th
e h

a
n

d
w

ritin
g

 

on
 th

e w
all"

 an
d

 q
u

ick
ly realized

 th
at th

ey w
ou

ld
 h

ave to fin
d

 an
 altern

ate 

so
u

rce o
f o

p
iu

m
 if th

eir lu
cra

tiv
e d

ru
g
 ra

ck
et w

ere to
 su

rv
iv

e... (B
y
 

early 1972 T
u

rk
ey h

ad
 red

u
ced

 its op
iu

m
-grow

in
g p

rovin
ces from

 tw
en

ty-

o
n

e to
 fo

u
r. A

n
d

 in
 th

o
se a

rea
s w

h
ere p

o
p

p
y

 p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

 h
a

s b
een

 p
ro

-

h
ib

ited
, "

U
.S

. a
g

en
ts h

a
v
e rep

o
rted

 little ev
id

en
ce o

f illicit p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

, 

. .. a
n

d
 su

ch
 cro

p
s, w

h
en

 fo
u

n
d

, h
a
v
e b

een
 im

m
ed

ia
tely

 d
estro

y
ed

."
'"

 
F

in
a

lly
, in

 m
y

 1
9

7
1

 th
e T

u
rk

ish
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t a

n
n

o
u

n
ced

 th
a

t it w
o

u
ld

 

era
d

ica
te a

ll o
p

iu
m

 p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

 b
y

 th
e en

d
 o

f 1
9

7
2

.. (S
ee M

a
p

 I o
n

 p
a

g
e 

1
0
.) 

T
h

u
s, th

e in
tern

a
tio

n
a

l h
ero

in
 tra

d
e w

a
s a

t a
 cro

ssro
a

d
s in

 th
e m

id
-

1960s. If it w
ere to con

tin
u

e, a m
ajor effort w

ou
ld

 b
e req

u
ired

 to reorgan
-

ize th
e traffic. T

h
is cou

ld
 h

ard
ly b

e d
on

e b
y letter or telep

h
on

e, b
u

t w
ou

ld
 

n
ecessitate th

e p
erson

al in
terven

tion
 of a h

igh
-ran

k
in

g u
n

d
erw

orld
 figu

re. 

' A
s in

 a
n

y
 o

th
er b

u
sin

ess en
terp

rise, th
e lea

d
ers o

f o
rg

a
n

ized
 crim

e h
a
v
e 

alm
ost n

oth
in

g to d
o w

ith
 d

aily op
eration

s, b
u

t are th
e on

ly on
es w

h
o can

 

in
itia

te m
a
jo

r co
rp

o
ra

te ch
a
n

g
es o

r n
ew

 en
terp

rises. B
u

t w
h

ile o
rd

in
a
ry

 

b
u

sin
essm

en
 tra

n
sa

ct m
u

ch
 o

f th
eir b

a
sic n

eg
o
tia

tio
n

s b
y
 telep

h
o
n

e, co
r-

resp
o

n
d

en
ce, a

n
d

 in
term

ed
ia

ries, p
o

lice su
rv

eilla
n

ce a
n

d
 telep

h
o

n
e ta

p
s 

m
a
k

e th
is im

p
ra

ctica
l fo

r th
e ty

co
o
n

s o
f o

rg
a
n

ized
 crim

e. M
o
reo

v
er, 

m
afio

si d
o n

ot sign
 b

in
d

in
g con

tracts w
ith

 oth
er gan

gsters an
d

 can
 h

ard
ly 

ta
k

e a
 p

a
rtn

er to
 co

u
rt if h

e w
elsh

es o
n

 a
 d

ea
l. T

h
erefo

re, it is o
n

e o
f th

e 

b
asic ch

aracteristics of organ
ized

 crim
e th

at all im
p

ortan
t d

eals req
u

ire a 

m
eetin

g
 o

f th
e b

o
sses in

v
o
lv

ed
 so

 th
a
t th

ey
 ca

n
 ex

ch
a
n

g
e th

eir p
erso

n
a
l 

"
w

ord
 of h

on
or."

 T
h

is n
eed

 for face-to-face d
iscu

ssion
s also exp

lain
s w

h
y 

M
a

fia
 lea

d
ers h

a
v

e rep
ea

ted
ly

 ex
p

o
sed

 th
em

selv
es to

 co
n

sp
ira

cy
 in

d
ict-

m
en

ts a
n

d
 b

a
n

n
er h

ea
d

lin
es b

y
 a

rra
n

g
in

g
 la

rg
e u

n
d

erw
o
rld

 co
n

feren
ces, 

su
ch

 a
s th

e ill-fa
ted

 1
9
5
7
 A

p
a
la

ch
in

 m
eetin

g
. 

A
fter L

u
cia

n
o
's d

ea
th

 in
 1

9
6
2
. th

e lo
g
ica

l su
ccesso

rs to
 h

is lea
d

ersh
ip

 

in
 th

e n
a
rco

tics tra
d

e w
ere h

is tw
o
 su

b
o
rd

in
a
tes. M

ey
er L

a
n

sk
y
 a

n
d

 V
ito

 

G
en

o
v

ese. H
o

w
ev

er. in
 1

9
5

1
1

 G
en

o
v

ese h
a

d
 b

een
 in

d
icted

 fo
r h

ero
in

 

tra
ffick

in
g

 b
y

 a
 N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 co
u

rt a
n

d
 w

a
s la

ter sen
ten

ced
 to

 fifteen
 y

ea
rs 
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im
p

riso
n

m
en

t. A
lth

o
u

g
h

 h
e co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 d

irect m
a
n

y
 o

f h
is en

terp
rises 

fro
m

 A
tla

n
ta

 F
ed

era
l P

en
iten

tia
ry

, w
h

ere h
e w

a
s trea

ted
 w

ith
 g

rea
t 

resp
ect b

y
 p

riso
n

ers a
n

d
 g

u
a
rd

s a
lik

e, h
e w

a
s in

 n
o
 p

o
sitio

n
 to

 co
n

d
u

ct 

th
e reo

rg
a
n

iza
tio

n
 o

f th
e n

a
rco

tics tra
d

e."
 L

a
n

sk
y

 a
t six

ty
-six

 w
a

s n
o

w
 

to
o
 o

ld
 a

n
d

 to
o
 ca

refu
lly

 w
a
tch

ed
 to

 rep
ea

t h
is 1

9
4
9
 b

u
sin

ess trip
. A

n
d

 b
y
 

N
o
v
em

b
er 1

9
7
0
, w

h
en

 h
e retired

 to
 Isra

el, h
e h

a
d

 a
lrea

d
y

 tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er 

m
u

ch
 o

f th
e m

a
jo

r d
ecisio

n
 m

a
k

in
g

 to
 h

is su
b

o
rd

in
a

tes."
 T

h
u

s, b
y

 d
ea

th
 

a
n

d
 d

efa
u

lt, th
e resp

o
n

sib
ility

 lo
g
ica

lly
 fell to

 S
a
n

to
 T

ra
ffica

n
te, J

r. 

A
t a

g
e fifty

-sev
en

, T
ra

ffica
n

te is o
n

e o
f th

e m
o
st effectiv

e o
rg

a
n

ized
 

crim
e lea

d
ers still o

p
era

tin
g
 in

 th
e. U

n
ited

 S
ta

tes. A
v

o
id

in
g

 th
e o

sten
ta

-

tio
u

s life sty
le o

f C
a
d

illa
cs a

n
d

 d
ia

m
o

n
d

s th
a

t is so
 a

ttra
ctiv

e to
 m

a
n

y
 

m
afio

si, T
ra

ffica
n

te cu
ltiv

a
tes th

e a
u

sterity
 o

f th
e o

ld
 S

icilia
n

 D
o
n

s. B
u

t 

u
n

lik
e th

e o
ld

 S
icilia

n
s he 

m
a
n

a
g
es th

e o
rg

a
n

iza
tio

n
 w

ith
 rea

so
n

 ra
th

er 

th
a
n

 fo
rce, a

n
d

 is o
n

e o
f th

e few
 m

a
jo

r M
a
fia

 lea
d

ers w
h

o
se "

fa
m

ily
"

 h
a
s 

n
o
t b

een
 to

rn
 a

p
a
rt b

y
 in

tern
a
l p

o
w

er stru
g
g
les o

r v
en

d
etta

s w
ith

 o
th

er 

fa
m

ilies."
 D

esp
ite h

is h
ig

h
 p

restig
e w

ith
in

 th
e o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

, T
ra

ffica
n

te's 

g
o
o
d

 sen
se h

a
s p

rev
en

ted
 h

im
 fro

m
 ca

m
p

a
ig

n
in

g
 fo

r a
 lea

d
in

g
 p

o
sitio

n
 

o
n

 th
e M

a
fia

's N
a
tio

n
a
l C

o
m

m
issio

n
. T

h
is self-effa

cin
g
 a

ttitu
d

e n
o
 d

o
u

b
t 

a
cco

u
n

ts fo
r h

is p
erso

n
a
l sa

fety
 a

n
d

 co
n

sid
era

b
le in

flu
en

ce. T
h

ro
u

g
h

 h
is 

stu
d

io
u

s a
v

o
id

a
n

ce o
f p

u
b

licity
, h

e is o
n

e o
f th

e lea
st-k

n
o
w

n
 a

n
d

 m
o
st 

u
n

d
erestim

ated
 lead

ers of organ
ized

 crim
e. 

T
ra

ffica
n

te h
im

self is rep
o

rted
ly

 in
v

o
lv

ed
 in

 th
e n

a
rco

tics tra
ffic o

n
ly

 

a
t u

se lev
el o

f fin
a

n
cin

g
 a

n
d

 crisis m
a

n
a

g
em

en
t;,3

te n
ev

er sees, m
u

ch
 less 

h
a

n
d

les, a
n

y
 h

ero
in

. H
is o

rg
a

n
iza

tio
n

 is so
 a

irtig
h

t, a
n

d
 h

e is so
 d

iscreet, 

th
a

t fed
era

l n
a

rco
tics a

g
en

ts co
n

sid
er h

im
 v

irtu
a

lly
 u

n
to

u
ch

a
b

le.. 

T
ra

ffica
n

te's territo
ry

 h
a
s b

een
 F

lo
rid

a
 a

n
d

 th
e C

a
rib

b
ea

n
, w

h
ere h

e 

serv
ed

 a
s o

n
e o

f M
ey

er L
a
n

sk
y
's ch

ief reta
in

ers. D
u

rin
g
 th

e la
te 1

9
4
0
s 

a
n

d
 1

9
5
0
s T

ra
ffica

n
te w

a
s h

ea
v
ily

 in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

 L
u

cia
n

o
's a

n
d

 L
a
n

sk
y
's 

h
ero

in
 sm

u
g
g
lin

g
 o

p
era

tio
n

s, a
n

d
 a

fter h
is fa

th
er's d

ea
th

 in
 1

9
5
4
, h

e 

su
cceed

ed
 h

im
 a

s M
a

fia
 b

o
ss o

f F
lo

rid
a

 a
n

d
 fell h

eir to
 h

is rela
tio

n
sh

ip
 

w
ith

 L
a

n
sk

y
. T

ra
ffica

n
te h

a
s a

lw
a

y
s d

u
n

e h
is b

est to
 lo

o
k

 a
fter L

a
n

sk
y

's 

in
terests. W

h
en

 A
n

a
sta

sia
, th

e h
ea

d
 o

f M
u

rd
er, In

c., tried
 to

 o
p

en
 a

 

co
m

p
etin

g
 ca

sin
o

 in
 M

ey
er L

a
n

sk
y

's H
a

v
a

n
a

 in
 1

9
5

7
, T

ra
ffica

n
te 

a
rra

n
g
ed

 a
 frien

d
ly

 m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 h

im
 in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

. A
n

 h
o
u

r a
fter 

T
ra

lfica
n

te ch
eck

ed
 o

u
t o

f th
e P

a
rk

-S
h

era
to

n
 H

o
tel, th

ree g
u

n
m

en
 m

u
r-

d
ered

 A
n

a
sta

sia
 in

 th
e h

o
tel b

a
rb

ersh
o

p
.• 

T
h

e C
u

b
a
n

 rev
o
lu

tio
n

 in
 1

9
5
9
 fo

rced
 T

ra
ffica

n
te to

 w
rite o

ff h
is 

v
a

lu
a

b
le H

a
v

a
n

a
 ca

sin
o

 o
p

era
tio

n
s a

s a
 to

ta
l lo

ss, b
u

t th
is w

a
s p

a
rtia

lly
 

co
m

p
en

sa
ted

 fo
r b

y
 th

e su
b

eq
u

en
t flo

o
d

 o
f C

u
b

a
n

 refu
g

ees to
 M

ia
m

i. 
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H
is association w

ith leading C
uban gangsters and corrupt politicians w

hen 
h

e
 w

a
s livin

g
 in

 H
a

va
n

a
 e

n
a

b
le

d
 h

im
 to

 e
xp

a
n

d
 h

is co
n

tro
l o

ve
r th

e
 

F
lo

rid
a
 b

o
liza

 lottery, a C
uban num

bers gam
e, w

hich becam
e enorm

ously 
lu

cra
tive

 w
h
e
n
 th

e
 re

fu
g
e
e
s sta

rte
d
 p

o
u
rin

g
 in

to
 F

lo
rid

a
 in

 1
9
6
0
." B

y 
re

cru
itin

g
 C

u
b
a
n
s in

to
 T

ra
ffica

n
te

's o
rg

a
n
iza

tio
n
 to

 e
xp

a
n
d
 th

e
 
b

o
liip

 

lo
tte

ry, o
rg

a
n
ize

d
 crim

e
 m

a
y h

a
ve

 a
cq

u
ire

d
 a

 n
e
w

 g
ro

u
p
 o

f n
a
rco

tics 
co

u
rie

rs a
n

d
 d

istrib
u

to
rs w

h
o

 
w

e
re

 
u

n
kn

o
w

n
 to

 A
m

e
rica

n
 p

o
lice

 o
r 

In
te

rp
o
l. W

ith
 L

a
tin

 co
u
rie

rs, n
e
w

 ro
u
te

s co
u
ld

 b
e
 o

p
e
n
e
d
 u

p
, b

rin
g
in

g
 

E
u

ro
p

e
a

n
 h

e
ro

in
 in

to
 M

ia
m

i th
ro

u
g

h
 L

a
tin

 A
m

e
rica

. 
T

h
e
 M

a
fia

's tra
n
sfe

r o
f n

a
rco

tics im
p
o
rta

tio
n
 a

n
d
 d

istrib
u
tio

n
 to

 its 
n
e
w

 C
u
b
a
n
 a

sso
cia

te
s h

a
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