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She has a photographic memory and 
what may be the world's largest pri-
vate collection of Kennedy assassina-
tion information. 

She knows every name ever con-
nected with the case and can call it up 
in seconds on her custom-designed 
computer database. Government inves-
tigators, movie directors and research-
ers have consulted with her. 

But to the world at large, Mary Fer-
rell is invisible. 

"She's very much in the back-
ground, but she is the hub of the JFK 
research community," said Debra Con-
way of JFK Larcer, a Grand Prairie  

• Keeping the debate alive. 

research firm. "No one writes -- per 
without Mary. No one publishes *book 
without Mary." ,g. • 

"it's often said about people e us 
that we're just doing it to get attglition, 
and that Is absolutely not true ornery. 
... She just helps everybody," mad Pe-
ter Dale Scott, an English profesior at 
the University of California at Berke-
ley who has known Ms. Ferrell for 
almost 20 years. 

"She's a researcher's researcher," 
Mr. Scott said. 

Now in her 70s and in frail health, 
Ms. Ferrell received a prolongedstand-
ing ovation from her colleagues Satur- 

day ii"she presented the keynote 
speech at a conference of assassination 
researchers at the Dallas Grand Hotel. 

After undergoing several surgeries 
this year, "I want to assure you that my 
X-rays were not forged, my brain was 
notremoved," she joked. 

4  I Us. Ferrell said she was standing on 
Elm Street, a few blocks from Dealey 
Plaza, when President John F. Kenne-
dy was shot, 34 years ago Saturday. 
.Listening to a radio, she heard a sus-

' pact described as a white male, around 
30, 6 feet tall and 165 pounds, wearing a 
white shirt and khaki pants. 

So she was surprised when a 5-foot-9 
man, 23, wearing a red-brown shirt and 
Please see WOMAN'S on Page 39A. 



Woman's JFK database, 
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from fellow researchers 
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brown pants was arrested. 	• 

"I didn't go out and measure him," she said. "I'm 
surprised I didn't." 

She got every edition of every newspaper and began 
compiling every name ever mentioned. After that corn-
pilation grew to more than 40,000 cards, she got her 
first computer. She's now on her seventh. 

A time line of every move Lee Harvey Oswald is 
known to have made is now available to researchers, 
thanks to her efforts. 

Hundreds have come to stay with her, sometimes for 
weeks, she said. 

"I've never had occasion to tell one of those people 
goodbye that I couldn't say sincerely, I'm sure I 
learned more about the assassination from you than 
you did from me,' " she said. 

She has so many materials — magazines, newspaper 
articles, copies of government documents, books, vid-
eotapes, photos and so on — that her husband built a 
room onto their Dallas house to accommodate her 
library. 

"If it can't be found elsewhere, Mary has it.. . . She's 
embarrassed to say she has all the X-rated girlie maga-
zines that featured JFK," said Jack White, a Fort Worth 
researcher. 	 - 	- i 

She shares photocopies and computer disks freelY, 
never asking any money in return, her colleagues said. 

"She will not even let you buy her dinner," Ms. 
Conway said. "She's an iron butterfly." 

And she does not, absolutely not, give interviews. A 
reporter did her wrong once, and that's it for reporters. 

Mr. White said Ms. Ferrell is the only person he's 
ever met who had a photographic memory. She told 
him that once, someone with the government showed 
her a secret one-page document, on the condition that 
she just look at it and not copy it. 

"She said, 'That's very interesting, thank you,' and 
then she went home, sat down at her typewriter and 
re-created the entire thing," Mr. White said. 	. Paul }loch, a researcher in Berkeley who has known 
Ms. Ferrell since the late 1970s, said he sometimes 
avoids phoning her for help because she's so interest-
ing. A simple question can digress into a long, fascinat-
ing — and expensive — conversation, he said. 

Mr. Scott said her very existence is a boon to re-
searchers, not only because of her schblarship but also 
because of her warm personality. 

"We haven't solved the case and we're not likely to, 
but you get to meet some wonderful people and she's 
one of them," Mr. Scott said. 

Mr. White said that after he'd compiled a slide show 
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Di her keynote-  address, Ms. Ferrell spoke of the end-

of her research, which is new winding down as hei; 
health falters. But she praised the younger generatioir 
of researchers who have beco interested in_the 
assassination and what 	called the "official cha 
ride"' that  owes- ° - 

• Her dalabeal will go to JFK Lancer, which she trusts 
to keep itopen, she said. "The answers to the question's 
that remain," Ms. Ferrell said, "lie in the strength of 
our resioive to continue demanding the truth." 
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