


J. E
d

gar H
oover . . . "

D
eal at 

arm
's len

gth
 w

ith
 D

allas p
o• 

lice." 

By EA
R

L C
O

LE 

. F
B

I 
d

ocu
m

en
ts 

obtained re-
cently detail a vendetta F

B
I D

irec-
tor J. E

dgar H
oover conducted 

against the D
allas P

olice D
epart-

tnent from
 the tim

e President John 
F. K

ennedy w
as assassinated until 

P
olice C

hief Jesse C
urry resigned 

m
ore than tw

o years later. 

T
he docum

ents, obtained under 
the F

reedom
 of Inform

ation A
ct, 

show
 that D

allas M
ayor E

rik Jons-
son m

et w
ith H

oover in the direc-
tor's office in early 1966 and as-
sured H

oover he w
ould "Im

m
o&

 

ately instruct the city m
anager to 

have a stern talk" w
ith C

urry. 
L

ess than a m
onth later, in Feb-

m
an,  1966, C

urry resigned, citing 
"an increase in blood pressure re-
:tutting from

 "the continued pres-
sures and tensions of the office." 
C

urry, 66, died of heart problem
s 

last June 22. 
W

ith
in

 m
on

th
s of C

u
rry's resit 

n
a
tio

n
, F

B
I a

g
en

ts retu
rn

ed
 

to 
their posts as instructors at the D

al-
las P

olice A
cadem

y after an unoffi-
cial boycott of m

ore than tw
o years, 

and the F
B

I Invited the first D
allas 

officer in
 m

ore th
an

 tw
o years to 

atten
d

 the FB
I N

ational A
cadem

y 
in W

ashington. , 
U

nder orders from
 H

oover in 
1964 and 1965, D

allas FB
I agent-in-

charge ,I. G
ordon Shanklin repeat-

edly rejected C
urry's requests for a 

resum
ption of FB

I training for D
al-

las policem
en. R

ather than tell 
C

urry it w
as H

oover's rage, Shank-
lin w

as instructed to keep telling 
C

urry "w
e (FE

D
 Just don't have the 

m
anpow

er to take on additional 
train

in
g com

m
itm

en
ts at th

is 
tim

e," according to FB
I docum

ents. 
T

he cessation of FB
I veining as- 

See EX-M
AYO

R on Page 3A. 

Jesse C
urry . . . "P

ressures 
and tensions" cited in resig-
nation. 

H
oover's vendetta targeted 

D
allas police, m

em
os reveal 
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FB
I vendetta against D

allas police claim
ed 

ti 

A
ssociated P

ress 

D
A

L
L

A
S —

 F
orm

er F
B

I director J. 
E

d
gar H

oover con
d

u
cted

 a ven
d

etta 
again

st th
e D

allas P
olice D

ep
artm

en
t 

for m
ore th

an
 tw

o years after P
resi-

dent John F
. K

ennedy w
as assassinat-

ed here, a D
allas new

spaper says. 
T

he D
allas M

orn
in

g N
ew

s, q
u

otin
g 

F
B

I d
ocu

m
en

ts ob
tain

ed
 u

n
d

er th
e 

F
reedom

 of Inform
ation A

ct, said in its 
T

uesday editions that then-D
allas M

ay-
or E

rik Jonsson assured H
oover in ear-

ly 1968 he w
ould "im

m
ediately instruct 

the city m
anager to have a stern talk" 

w
ith then-P

olice C
hief Jesse C

urry. 
C

u
rry resign

ed
 less th

an
 a m

on
th

 
later, citing an increase in blood pres-
su

re resu
ltin

g from
 "

th
e con

tin
u

ed
 

pressures and tensions of the of f f ice." 
H

e died of heart problem
s last June 

22. W
ith

in
 m

on
th

s of C
u

rry's resign
a- 

lion
, th

e n
ew

sp
ap

er said
, F

B
I agen

ts 
returned to their posts a; instructors at 
th

e D
allas P

olice A
cad

em
y after an

 
u

n
official b

oycott of m
ore th

an
 tw

o 
years. T

he F
B

I invited the first D
allas 

officer in
 m

ore th
an

 tw
o years to at-

ten
d

 th
e F

B
I N

ation
al A

cad
em

y in
 

W
ashington. 
In 1984 and 1965, the N

ew
s reported, 

H
oover ordered D

allas F
B

I agent-in-
charge.l. G

ordon Shanklin to repeated-
ly reject C

urry's requests for resum
ed 

F
B

I training for his officers. 
S

h
an

k
lin

 w
as in

stru
cted

 to tell th
e 

chief F
B

I agents "just don't have the 
m

anpow
er to take on additional train-

in
g com

m
itm

en
ts at th

is tim
e,"

 F
B

I 
d

ocu
m

en
ts said

 

T
h

e cessa
tio

n
 o

f a
ssista

n
ce w

a
s 

triggered by a statem
ent attributed to 

F
B

I agent Jam
es P

. H
asty Jr. by D

allas 
p

olice L
t. Jack

 R
evill th

e d
ay of th

e  

assassination, F
B

I m
em

os show
. 

R
evill, now

 assistant chief, said at the 
tim

e that H
osty told him

 the F
B

I knew
 

before the assassination that L
ee H

ar-
vey O

sw
ald w

as "capable of com
m

it-
tin

g th
e assassin

ation
 of P

resid
en

t 
K

ennedy." H
osty, how

ever, later de-
nied m

aking the statem
ent. 

T
he next day, C

urry said on televi-
sion the F

B
I w

anted to cover up infor-
m

ation that it w
as aw

are of O
sw

ald's 
presence in D

allas and had not notified 
police. H

e retracted the statem
ent af-

ter Shanklin challenged him
 to prove 

it. L
ater in 1964, C

urry w
rote Shanklin 

a letter stating that no FB
I sou rce "ever 

asked m
e to 'cover up' the fact that the 

F
B

I knew
 L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as in 
D

allas" before the assassination. T
he 

n
ext d

ay, H
oover w

rote a m
em

o in
-

structing an aide to "caution Shanklin  

that any contacts w
ith C

urry . . . in the 
future be m

ost circum
spect." 

O
n A

pril 28, 1964, H
oover had w

rit-
ten Shanklin that he "and personnel of 
your office are to deal at arm

's length 
w

ith D
allas P

olice D
epartm

ent person-
nel. W

e w
ill not extend training assist' 

an
ce, n

or w
ill w

e accep
t can

d
id

ates 
from

 that departm
ent to the (F

B
I) N

a-
tional A

cadem
y." 

O
n

 Jan
. 19, 1966, H

oover w
rote 

Shanklin, the D
allas m

ayor visited his 
office and "asked to discuss the serious 
b

reach
 b

etw
een

 th
is b

u
reau

 an
d

 th
e 

D
allas P

olice D
ep

artm
en

t, if on
e ex-

ists:' 
"I inform

ed M
ayor Jonsson that a 

breach in relations w
ith C

hief of P
olice 

C
urry and his departm

ent does exist," 
H

oover w
rote. "

I m
ad

e it p
erfectly 

clear actions and statem
ents by C

hief 
C

urry and som
e of his personnel w

ith  

respect to the bureau clearly indicated 
they are incom

petent, blabberm
ouths 

and, in som
e instances, liars." 

H
oover said Jonsson assured him

 he 
w

ould "lay dow
n certain guidelines un-

d
er w

h
ich

 C
u

rry w
ill b

e exp
ected

 to 
operate," including "orders t hat C

urry 
shall be certain of his facts in any state-
m

ents m
ade, establish tight discipline 

in his departm
ent and be circum

spect 
in his rem

arks to the press." 

H
e said training assistance w

ould re-
sum

e if the dem
ands w

ere m
et w

ithin 
tw

o w
eeks. 

W
hen it w

as announced that C
harles 

B
atchelor w

ould replace C
urry, Shank-

lin w
rote H

oover that B
atchelor "has 

been very cooperative w
ith the bureau 

and he w
as not involved in any of the 

controversy arising over the assassina-
tion." 




