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A first look at Dallas’ JFK
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testimony collected the War-"
ren Commission, which investi-
gated the assassination. The com-
mission concluded Oswald was
acting alone when he murdered
Kennedy and wounded Connally,
firing at them from behind and
from a sixth-floor window in the
Dallas School Book Depository.
Numerous photo analysts have
since contended, as did Oswald
himself the day following the as-
sassination, that the backyard
photos were artificially created to
produce an incriminating image.
Two of the photos were discov--
ered inDal.las police immediately
after the assassination. The third-
came to light in 1975. One of the
photos appeared on the cover ol
Life magazine in 1964. 4

In the manipulated print in po- .
lice files Oswald does not appear. -

Instead, there is a white silhouette
of a human figure holding an ap-
parent rifle and newspapers. The
silhouette to be an exam-
ple of matting, & darkroom tech-
nique that can serve as an inter-
mediate step in the combining of
photographic images.

The silhouette print was not
seen by the Warren Commission.

Photographic experts Hershal
Womack of Texas Tech Universi-
tFy in Lubbock and Jack White of

ort Worth have noted a variety
of alleged technical inconsisten-
cies with the backyard pictures.
They have theorized the artificial
addition of Oswald’s image to the
background by means of matting
as the most likely explanation.

Until now, no evidence of such
an attempted matting has sur-
faced.

Among the newly opened files
are more photos of the Oswald
home back yard, but without Os-
wald in them.
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papers in his right. B
Those pictures were taken by
Oswald’s wife, Marina, at their
Oak CIiff residence, according to

Conspiracy advocates such as
Anthony Summers and Jim Marrs
(author of Crossfire, an important
source in Oliver Stone’s contro-
versial movie JFK) have claimed
that certain Dallas film lab em-

cess photographs for the FBI and
Dallas police. -~ ™"

Among the photos processed
that night, Marrs claims, was one
of the yard without Oswald
in the picture. Until now there
has been no direct evidence to
support that claim.

The matted print and other
photos without human figures in
them appear similar in back-

" ground to. the long-available back-
yard photos showing Oswald,
with rifle and newspapers, but
could vary slightly from .the
known prints, That cannot be de-
termined until they are released
for full examination. -
The significance of the photo-
gaphic in the police files,
omack suggests, is that “they
may represent part of the neces-
sary steps — an empty back-
d, for example — for faking
ard photos of Oswald.”
“The real question is, what was
the purpose of this exercise? To
fake the photos or to demonstrate
that the faking could be done?”
Womack said. “I'd have to ask
why anyone — in or out of police

uniform — would be trying to-

demonstrate this back in 1963 or
1964. No one but Mark Lane was
talking conspiracy then, and his
complaints were about the re-
touching done by major news or-

ganizations, not an as so-
phisticated as matting.”

The authenticity of the back-
yard photos was also in
the final report of the House Se-
lect Committee on Assassinations
issued in 1979,

“Fake backyard photographs,”
the congressional document not-
ed, “would indicate a degree of
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DALLAS — Renewed interest
in President John F. Kennedy's
assassination has forced Special
Olympics International, a chief
charitable project of the Kennedy
family, to drop Dallas from con-
sideration as the site of its 1995

games.
The city was a finalist for the
games, in which thousands of dis-

abled athletes from nearly 100

long-sealed Dallas police files

conspiratorial sophistication that
would almost necessarily raise the
possibility that a highly i
group had conspired to kill the
pmidm':'t and make Oswald a
.um.l .

The photos lodged in the police
department files are certain to in-
crease the conspiracy firestorm
swirling within and around
Stone’s movie. The police depart-
ment information on the three
“tramps” or “bums” will only
add more fuel toit. = ¢ -

There have been many unan-
swered questions cof ing the
three men — one appearing in his
50s, the others in their early 30s
— arrested within minutes of the
shooting in Dealy Plaza. ‘ . &

Thnuggmlllezedly vagrants
pulled boxcars, the men
were’ noted in photographs to
sport fresh haircuts and suspi-
ciously good shoes. The supposed
lack of official arrest documenta-
tion — including the failure to
even retain their names and their
immediate release and disappear-
ance — has raised the greatest
consternation among conspiracy

The archival files show records
were indeed apparently kept on
the three. They list their names as
Gus W. Abrams, 53, Harold
Doyle, 32, and John Forrester
Gedney, 38. Left empty on arrest
forms, er, are spaces for an
arrest number, ID number and
right thumbprint.

The reports, filed by officer
W.E. Chambers, are dated Nov.
22, 1963, at 4 p.m. They list
charges against the three as va-
grancy and robbery. )

“These men were taken off a
train boxcar in the rail yards right
after President Kennedy was
shot,”” Chambers writes on
Abrams’ arrest description. De-
scriptions on the two other re-
ports are similar.
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