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Mr, Howard Sray 1/22/717
Tued for Investigative ﬁ;umliln

1346 Cennecticut ive,, 10th fleer

Waszh., D.C. 20036

Dear Heward,

Tour call, your ceatiauing interest and your valuabla, practical sugzestien meam
such, Thanks for all amd for just being a geed &Y.

There are ssme mwarealities im Curtis'/ letter. His and E"ahrn'l are saclesad,

If I ignere them in my letter part of the reasem I wrete it is svar«ness of them,
Thers 1s alse the pesuibility be may hear of a publisher with a subject intereat. There
alse are real preblems that camcet be avplded.Perhaps this letter, which raises them,
can de what yeu had in mind,

Rather than reducing thn:tr sutput of assassination becks publishers ars lscreasing
them, All the crap is being reprinted, tee.

“mat troubles me mere is kis cosment em the werk. This is neither ege nor vamity.
If I did net send ysu a cepy of what I wrete kim anticipating pracisely this reectiea
I can, The prevaideat dilike ef the pelemical is acimelwedged and an effert made teo
explain it. But thers is ma questien but that I said it weuld all be edited out amd that
in almest all cames i required enly a blue pemecil, This is net a real preblem.

What surprises we is that thers is xe other criticism of the writisg, I had anti-
cepated heavy cuts amd agreed te that in aivance, tee. I asked emly that the changes be
faithful te the werk,

Bamtam wisbehaved very badly at the evidsaitiary kearizg. I could met hemestly
leave it mout mxfx of the tr-.ft of » masuscript thgt is te be isclusive azd is axpected
te be sbortemed, In fact ergeniced thet part te make cutting it out svem easier,

But I suspect that evem with it eut emtirely hardback publishers will aaticipate Bumtam's
displeasure snd prafer te avydd it,

What is mest treubling is that he writes aw what he lmews is =at really true: "yem
really dea't sugrest the sltermate scemarie - - you den't really selve the crime."

As it relates te the imcemplete draft thie is true. Im the roelity of which he was
fully imfermed it 18 false. I went inte this inm a aumbee of waye, inclu«iang what Zebra
would want. My on there was en the peimi. I 1ed te prapars hiw asd I did, in mere
than emsugh datail. awertens inte I knew wvarything sxcept the names aad did establish
how the crise was comsited.,mot an alleged., I effiared to go to dew Yark, to make explunatiems,
hlhlilm‘u.flndllddnhtltﬂnkhat«:h.b'iﬂuhahﬂ:ahttam
stery, I weuld met write the missing parts uatil I had a cemtract, i memth thereafter I
promised the rest of the draft. I evea wemt iate what weuld hapren te amether fake beok
like Zebrs's Appeistmont ia Dallag, what they ami ebvisusly waat., What I am sayiag is that
here ke is dighenest amd I camnet aveid the elief it ia deliberate, I have ne idea why.

I do net belisve it 15 oftem that Malf eof a bock i doscrided ss "a brilliaat geb" =
againgt the FEI yet - amd with sisple editieg "a very saleable Fraperty” amd thea there
is ae laterest, Especially witk the guarastse that the bedk doos selve the crime smd
with thuly maprecedentod backstopping, as yeu will zee. Tee Baxy of these peeple cammet
face their pasts with me — hew else caa they justify themselves? - and there reafins a
gut fear of both govermwent and selid ure of ife (I Lad abeut 120 rejectivms imtere
mationally em Whitewash, the first beek.

v My thiuicing is as siuple as sy hepcs are medest. There is me beskf that souseas

can t fauly, justly, There is virtually me successful beck witheut a wajer effert by a

pablisher. This offert begins with editimg, I agreed ia aiveace te the changes nsntiened,

Thase olaiss are therefore met the real reason(s). Whatever is the explanaties it is met that

the beek is impemsible er the market dess zet exist. The sarket petemtial isv great, Thamks and
h.t-



