Dear Dick, 1/16/77

I am disappeinted net te have heard frem yeu abeut ZIhe King Censpiracies.

Unlike mest autiers I have sems publishing and merketing experience amd I knew
the cemmercial petential is very real - and that it is nmew. That Zebra dees net kuew
this I casnet believe. I de understand their interest im a bullshit beek they can sell
as they did NMcDemald's fabricatien. Mest publisher prefer orap en the pelitical assassina-
tiens. Neat aveid selid werks that are critical ef gevermment. As ene exsmple there has
been ne single real Watepgate expese, I have offered te let them knew what the rest ef
the beok will say witheut respsmse. It dees net seem necessary fer decizien te require
all this time, I'd appreciate it if yeu'd ferce ant angwer, ves of ne, mew, If they say
ne there sheuld be ether realX pessibilities em this subject.

Separate frem the subject is what is uniquely mine im this werk, what the crecks
whe infest the field camnet steal. It is all quite merchantable. Here with what 1 have
dens in ceurt en this. Tet even in my ewn prier werk is there the ameunt of snce-secret
evideace. Of this much mere than cam be used is suitable frem dramatic Tacsinile repreductien
in the text; as a substitute for quetatien. I's talking abeut the kind ef stufif that
peeple never see and fow lkmew exists. Believe me I s talidng absut the beek that camn
crack ene of the major crimes im sur histery and with it be the mest definitive expese
yet of the FBI, It, teday, i a separate het tepic.

The House cezzittee has already takea anether tack, eue met easily turned frem if
they ever fesl the directiem eof the wind, They have assumed Ray is the assassin im a
conaplracy. Leeking at it this way we are talking abeut a beek that will wreck a Congres—
slenal investigatien and make it turn areund.

Here I digress fer semething yeu sheuld knew abeut them. I breke off with them and
told Sprague, chief counsel and staff directer, that I weuld have nething te de with them
as leng as he remained with the cemxittee and ene Rebert Ocer resained em its staff, I
made out a case against Ozer, whese cenduct was very bad in the worst presecuterial way
ané whe was authsritarian. He had been the top man en the King case. Quietly he has
departed. Sprague’s ewn pesitien is net geod new, His departure will met surprise me.

His preblems stem from three things twe ef which begin with me. The ether is something
I warned his against last Octeber,

Te a degrec they have begum te turn en the lewest level. They are using Frame-Up as
their text. Their ceps are reading the besk. They have beught every cepy in Washingten.
They weuld have ceme here for them had it net beem fer the sterm. (We are snowed in
excopt by feet.) This is the ether side - that their werk cemes frem my werk, which will
sell a beek., Unless they cep sut entirely their investigation will be based en the third
part of The King Censpirscies. Se em this aspect, befere there caa be any investigation,
leave alene an efficial report, there is a beek that dees it all. That certaimly cam be seld,

I have just finished geing threugh abeut 5,000 individual items ef sensatiemally
unprecedented charucter. My nete aleme are abeut 79500 werds en this styff aleme, By
the time you have this I'11 anether pages. They await me, alresdy cepied
fer mo. The sterm alene scceunts feor my net working en them at thia minute. They will be
put en a nen-step Greyheund bus temerrew and if I cannet get out te meet it I will zhx
have a friend awsiting it fer me, I mesn these are frem Ulsrence Kelley's het little hands
te me, cevered by abeut a dogen letters the last ef which came enly yestarday.

I was right net te put this third part en paper witheut a cemtract. I weuld havek had
toomuchtam:ito.Atthomtiu!thinkIun.tntthtpointcfﬂ:iniahingntmn
en this stuff. I say this from what I kmew of ths FBI's 0 in pelitical casese Thers will
be more of® significance but later. I'd rather not discuss this by phene. 1 de wish it
were posaible for us te spend seme time tallking abeut it.
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ol 1 hndqd:mﬂnnImldoytrlruhaﬂhnkmdwhstmtmbnahnﬂmnr
cemsider, an instant hardback, premeted with all the het-breath sxcitement of a news
stery, fim like the Exira oditions ef pro-elqutrnic reporting. With apelegies te the
n\rimnhutnjustcn&tholdtm-th."whutohui.'l'h-r-hnow
tiem 4im tids. 4 hardback weuld have a leug life even with reprint. I aa coufident of
use as cellege texts despite the popular sppreach.

Thin gets te ene of my real disappeimtments in all this werk, that ne cemmsrcial
publisher ceuld see the cemmercial pessibilities im = subject that weuld net die in his
lifetime, The sltermative is that me publisher had the ceurage. Frem this and yeur
current experience I hepe yeu can ses ¥hat abekt 1967 er 1968 I had te recast my rele
gnd censider that my majer respemsibility is te get the work deme and them eR paper,
regarddess of hew it came eut, and them ge en te ether werk and get it em paper, tee.

In most cases fear is the reslity. R seme it is sccempanied by shame.

The residual intersst is there sud will be there, Just yesterday the University
of Oregen asked for all my papers. Rather I received the lstter yesterdsy, frem the
1ibrarian in oharge of their acquisitiems and archives. (Here I em, witheut a degree,
and they want it fer advanced schelarship, restricted te graduate use, I had te tell
them I've premised it te Wiscensin unless thers is am effer than includes helping me
new. But I have a decteral M-mm-nmntthp-rtof-ynrktmtltm
will meke s good book,) After the normal cemseocial 1ife this heek will be used in

black studies programe is meny schosls. +
The situaties is fercing me SoRtaEl T nate to nave te think about, what I can

de with all this werk 4f I hgve ne publisher, no meaningful centract. I hate te take
time fpom the werk but I can't waste the werk, either.

Can y ou imagine hat work when 1 have mere than twe Tile cabinets ef ence-secret
official morul'v-net.hadthctonﬂ?‘l‘h-ymouinzhutnntoofunthn
500 pages a week frea ene sgency onlyandnoth-rhubomtoprmwhathuto be
an emermity for me frem the estimatsd search fee ef $1,000 of which I've had te pay half.

I've had an appreach frem iew Iimes. They want te d¢ a plece a week, imsen phoned
me. He has to be hard up fer this. He sheuld be back te'me befere tes lemg. Ky prepesal
was that they take what they want from my werk ard write it themselves, that we take it
en an item-by-item Drsis, seme at their rejular rite seme to be negetiated becauss I
believe they are worth mere., This related te JFK. I'll have te see hew 1t gees but I
may have te wind up offering a package. The initial offer can selve my regulsr finamcial
preblem, hew te pay the cests of these acquisitiens. Last year it came to abeut $100 &

week and I had mo reguler inceme. I was lackyte receive a few gifts and speaking engagemenis.

This is what paid the cests. That account mew is abeut enpty. Byf the time it is I'll
have te be in a pesitien te centinus paying.

is leng s we have this kind of weatber I'll net be leaving heme except fer shert
errands. I may be able to gat the lane cleary ef anew, If I de net I will be heme. How-
ever, when I leave, and I sheuld get te Washingtem this week, I am generallyheme for
supper. 1t is safe te call abeut 8 p.m. I will net ge inte 2ll the specifics I'd like to
by phene, This is et paraneis. kit litsle by little I'm getting the stuff en me from the
speckeries, They wers geing through my garbage as early as 1940, They've had twe kinds of
meil cever of which I have their preef, I have had acceunts ef the tramscripts of my
conversatiens frer these whs have sesn them and ebvisusly have te be pretected.
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Dear Heward,

I'm gled I forget te mail the shert nete beca the weather psrouaded me net te
ge te Vashingten day befere yesterday. Ounce I
wml'utmmmtovumm-rnmmtnhmwomnthhm.m
ride is avay fer a week, If it is this ceming week the chances are I'll return en the
2 p.m. bus because the meumtain reads develep ioy spets I'd like te see. I'm suppesed te
aveid even jarring.

I weuld like very much te be sble te talk te you, to give you an idea of what tids
now material is and means and te see if it suggests any means te ysu, fer me.

With all I've sbtained ever se many years this is withsut precedent.

Whether er met 4t will be used in jeurnalism scheels it sheuld be in criminal law,
pelice sciencesd/ and pelitical sciemoe.

I am treubled that I hear nething frem Curtis. I turned the Zebra lead over te him,
They wamnt & besk. The preblem kx is met as great as it seems, They want anether fale
they can palm off as mctuslity. This time they'll be clebbered if they pull it - if I
have te de it myself, which is met prebable. The truth is clese ensugh te their fersula
and in the lenf rua has much greater cemmercial petential.

I've besn gemtle in suggesting the trsuble that can still aweit Zebrm ever the
MoDemald fake. Because it merved efficial purpeses, whether er net with efficial
cennectien, there was me presecutien. Hewever, stupid peeple de stupdd things and there
new is an eppertunity that dees net yeguire efficiasl suppert.

Of course I'm Simpatient. My meed is day te day. Decisien en the subject is net a big
deal. Thers sheuld have besn a yes er ne by new. I effered te ge there te be helpful er
make explanatiems er shew materials and there has/ been me respense.

Next te the last thing I want te de is ge off en my own., The last thing is te de
Mthineltlll.

My cheicds are that liuided, v

Fgonwhile, when this is verk that umiversities want fer permanent archives and far
graduate use I really de think seme feundatien ceuld get interested if I ceuld find seme~
ene whe ceuld speak te the right peeple.

I have a umch that if the Servasen meminatien is turmed dewn bhe might be such
a persen, His crime is that he is a JFK liberal.
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