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RICHARD CURTIS = 156 E. 52ND STREET  NEW YORK, N. Y. 10022 » (212) 935-16806

December 22, 1976

LDear Harold:

I've been tryving to get a decision out

of Zebra, believe me, but it hasn't been
easy. bBut ['ve talked to Roberta Grossman
and I'm afraid she's not high on the book.
She feels it does say a lot about who
didn't dotit, but doesn't really ninpoint
who did do it -- the assassination, I
mean. I'm still trying to get her to

say yea or nay but it's going to carry
through the holidays. I1've interested
ber in reprinting the Whitewash books

in mass market paperback, and that too

1 hope will be resolved immediately

after the New Year.

So 1 appreciate vour patience and will
be back to you in a couple of weeks.

Until then, all the hest.

Sincerely,

-
A ———

KICHAWD CUKTLS

Y T T Y T T A T R MY D VY e Y



GRgin=:

SR T I o R AR

12/21/16

Dear Dick,

Thanks for your note of the 22d. bg 244 not come until today because it did not get

into the mail until the 25rde Fortunately I also received a ghdpaent of file cabinets
for which the delivery men/friend helped me gake room and that took the entire morning.

o T was ¥ able to do enything, es 14 planned.

This hes nothing to do with you. jt has to do with the problem you face and oy
long experisnce that makes me apprecia that it is a problem.

I also can undefetand some
address that in a way that can
with each other.

Everybody wants neat, sinple packages on sll the difficulties in life and life is
not that waye 41l publishers and some yeaders want pat solutions to these major crimes
t enly that life 4s not that wa¥, it is that the crimes ars pot and time
isnmninem.thnnnd of fraud that was S0 table for Zebra with MeDonalde That
ook, regardless of how sidilled a cen man KcDonald is in his personal appearances, is

can prove it. I have %o a pubjisher
whe really went for the DeS. becauss of its commercial potentiale But his lowyer knew he
beceuse officialdom did not like hime

There are drastic changes in the situatien, including in the market potentisl and
the odds on kicldng back, There are extraordinarily few authentio expertse There are nuts,
gelf-geckers, a feu intelligent and concerned people who at their best are underinformed
and therc are thos? who do of ficialdom's dirty work. But officisldom 4g about to changee

re are now risks thal no wise publisher

I8a not projec
will ondertake in kecping after

of what is in “arbara V,osgman's thinking. I'll try ¥
help them whether or not they and we have anything to do

would be the best-selling ook of 1965

This is furthar complicated by the existence of what to now ig a very bad Congres=
gional cemmittee. We do not know end no publisher can b whet they will do, what
tiey will beg in doing, what they %o do or what chenges they may not be

may be forced
able to aveid.

What this means is that those
ngolutions" of the crime not only face
of the publishers facing disasters over

are sll“c
assassination. I know more about that

I know moptthonmsmthnnng
as the FEL certified I do with the JFK assassina=

crimthnnwm-oﬂ‘imlmthewr ’

tion, In the JFK case they ever Mthntlknwmrauboutitthananyuneleftin

the ¥BI end threw in knowledge of thelr investigation.
Iknwenmghtominanyfahbookmdtodemndpm.e

point where I will. The situation has changed enough 80 1 may have

interested in this happendngs
because 1 bad no pub-

One of the reasens I wrote the King “onspiracies as 1 did is
lisher. Another is an aecurate pe on that a Congressional {nvestigation uas comings
law school. By experience told me that another

I forecast it in a 4/75 speech at

whitewash and coverup were coming. I began by sddrsssing that and by doing the job of
the comrittes for 1%t. In a decently edited form as conceived and begun this
that and it can control the diginformation that is well begub. 1t covers betd gides.

books which pretend to be nen-fiction and which give
the risk of prosecution but a much greater risk,
the wreckage that can result when the vindings

cution of frauda. I am at the
allies and those
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When it is finished it will be the basis for a legal reopanming of the case as
distinguished frem the committee's. Now what in the hell eflse does it take for a
successful, even an important book?

I have explained to you that while I'm getting suppressed evidence and do not have
a contract and do net have any belp I would be a jackass to try to write the last parts
of the book. Onpe this situation changes I could finish a draft in a moath and it would
be definitive,

Zebra does not have to take my word for it 4f “ensterwald's assurances mesn nothing
to them, They can send any good eriminal lawyer they want and I'1l show him more than
encugh in a half hour after he understands the charges. What will make this much more
dramatic, especially with the first-person approach of the parts ing draft, is that I
an now getting in these suppressed officlal records official confirmation of my own
original investigation.

(Obviously when this happens weekly the more I have written the mere I have to
rewrite until the time for the writing is here. Fer me that is the time when I have a
decent contraot.)

I am not unaware of time pressures. When you first told me that Zabra might have some
interest the first thing I did was write a man who has had some investigating
experience and has done some work on the JFK and ask hin to consider becoming my
research msistant. For this I nedd an advance. I have lost him now. The cenmittee grabbed
him, However, their whering with fact is such that I can see the time coming when he

Turning them around completely is impossible. Less is not enly possphle but I have
reason to believe I have begun doing it. I went after the DJ lawyer they had running the

parts I went after idm hard, He is no longer with them and he was one of the first
at the tope But I ecan do nothing about the time pressuees without contract. I have
too much in this new to accept anything loss than a good contract. My experience tells me
that unless a publisher offers one he will not do his part with any book.

It appears that Zebr a has good publishing and commercial judgement in wanting to
publish all it can en the political assassination. It also appears thik they are indulging
bad Jjudgement that this either means crap or that there is not a point at which erap
can't be givea away or tmmth oan t be sold. They can do what they eeem to deo
easily if they can ever come to See that there is meney in ether than ripping off the

¢ mind, as they did with McDonald and will do with Fensterwald. Even he says he
can § ses what they wanted of him in commercial or meaningful terms. They gave him a
$207000 advance for nethingness. It iz mo bad that the one part checiked with me is
totally wrong. Except perhaps for spelling. Yet they have alrcady touted this as the best
and most definitive work ymk ever. They can do what they seem to want to do through me
and by making it easier for me %o do what they want. Just sbout all the basie work in
both assassinations is mine. I can do other books fairly rapidly if I have geod help.

1

g.

If they can cenceive what most paperbackers do not there is a leng-time market,
today's mail, Hy wife tells me that at
books from ene store, This without any
advertising or promotioms in more than 10 years. (I'1l peciage them to the evening TV news.)

I will see if there is any way in which I can help you. If I can I'll let you know.
1% may be possible, Meanwhile, it might not be a bad idea if Zebra deliberated the other
elde, what will happen to them if they keep en the the b.s. and invest all they do in it
and elther I get a publisher and have reason to go after their disinformational b.s. or
ammwmum.mmwmmymmmmumm
extensions of the FEI and CIA. To now they are.
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They realize this is , live subject and that it will be. To now the books that have
made money fall into two categories: thoee that wers expertly promoted regardless of
conhﬂmdmththdmemerddmnﬁmmdmmymummt.Inthe
second oategory I sm alone. In the first there are thres, “cPonald's, Lame's first and
to & lesser degree Epstein, 411 the otherbooks have either failed miserably or have mot
nede money, Warner is teking s longé-shot with a debasement of the mind by a crook

(comvicted) named Morrow.
I've just had to reprint my least successful book.

With the chenges that are here I can be a hot commercial property. I can make &
publisher money if publbshing people ean lock at publéshing histery on this subject
and just play the odds.

I'm a bit disappeinted that Zebra canit see the prestige walue in all of this.
Thqmnwandthlyhsnademnstnhdcapnunmilmtim. Can 1t be that all
they can see Shemselves promoting and selling is garbage?

'I'heyarenotuunoemuthiauwappeutoyou.'fhsyknuthnHc“onaldhook
was a fabrication. I was twice & censultant on it. The second time cost them $25,000 and
gpdknwshwwmmitmanmhtulnuofthamlnmrmmn
they did not know MoPonald and John Starr, cne of his agents, did know. Starr almoat
lost bowel control when he saw metat the first conference. Whem it was over he still had
nntmnudrhnthadhappmd.Hehwsu.&mwmt!nrnvﬁle.!m-ﬁ]l
cn:ltiu:waltr-tatmntamths-alenfthabookltumdwartahin.!m,;t
break confidence_on this but if anyfne tells you who that publisher was and the name of
his counsalmas“ and his agents and the crew of lawyers they had buttreasing him
csn.youcanlamuhat!candotoaﬁnkhokﬂlmnktdtoorjutwmtto.

If they get to a point where they want to talk to me or see some of the evidence
I have and will be using, as I presume rhars Grossmen could not understand,I'll go to
”u'!ork.Irthntﬁmcmsplmtrytaamnsnmﬁmsonmtal&aboutothnr
§hings. I have lots of commercial properties I do mot uanttodoanytlﬂ.ngﬁ'melf.

Best regaxds,



