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RE PUREAII 1ELEPROVE CALL TO ATLAUTA JULY TWO LAST. 
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- - 

RAYMOND CURTIS WAS INIEPVIEWFD AT WHITFIELD CO. JAIL, 
DALTON, GA., JULY THREE IUSTANT cy SAS 

"sklArl$ 
JP., AND lifir"al CURTIS IS CURRENTLY CONFINED 
WHITFIELD CO. JAIL AWAITING APPEAL ON LIFE SENTENCE FOR 11 
MUPDER. CURTIS WAS ADVISED OF THE IDENTITY CF THE INTER-
VIEWING AGENTS THROUGH DISPLAY OF CREDENTIALS. HE WAS 
FURNISHED A RIC1!TS AND WAIVER OF RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE READ, 
INDICATED HE UNDERSTOOD, AND REFUSED TO SIGN. HE ADVISED 
HE KNEW HE' WAS ,BEING INTERVIEWED CONCERNING STATEMENTS HE- .% 

I.. •.. 	
:.-. MAGAZINE. CIIFTIF STATED HE WAS MERELY TRYING TO SELL A ' 	... 

STORY TO E9ONY FOR APPPDXIMATFLq FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS TO'l  
HELP H1S MOTIIE9 PAY OFF A MORTGAGE ON HER HOME, WHICH SHE ' 

Liny MORTGAGED TO (MAIN ATTOPTY FEES FOP HIS DEFENSE. AT .-. 	. 	. 	• 	, 
* FIRST HE STATED, WITH REFERENCE TO THESE ST ATEMPkTS, THAT --" 	----- ---- 

HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIMIE. '
p -. 
IN FIFTYFOUR, WHICH 	15 JUL 9 17. 

WAS A PURGLARY IN JOLIET, ILL., IN OCT, OR NOV., FIFTYFOUR.--  ---." 
AT THIS POINT IT WAS POINTED OUT TO CURTIS THAT CERTAIN 
END PAGE ONE 
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PAGE TWO 

STATEMENTS MADE BY HIM IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY COULD POSSIBLY 

INVnLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY CONCERNING THE KILLING 

OF MARTIN LUTHER KING, JP. CURTIS CATAGORICALLY DENIED THE 

FOLLOWING STATEMENTS WHICH WERE IN HIS LETTER TO PONY 

MAGAZINE: 

I. THAT HE. AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IN 

FIFTYFOUR. 

2. THAT PAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLING KING. 

3. THAT HE AND RAY TALKED ABOUT KILLING KING FOR THREE 

YEAFF. 

4. THAT THEY TALKED TO THE MAN FROM MISSISSIPPI THAT 

KNEW ALL APOUT THE KK PUsINESSMANS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO 

PUT UP THE MONEY TO KILL KING. 

5. THAT HE KNEW THE MEN FROM MISSISSIPPI. 

6. FOR THREE YEARS, THAT v AND PAY MADE MAPS JUST TO 

FIND THE RIGHT PLACE TO KILL KING AND THAT HE HAD MADE THE 

PAPS OVER HIMSELF. 

7. HE AND RAY KNEW JUST WHERE THEY WOULD GO AFTER THE 

KILLING OF KING. 

P. THAT HE WAS TO BE IR ON THE KILLING OF KING. 

END PAGE TWO 
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PAGE THREE 

9. THAT THERE ARE MEN IN FIVE STATES THAT ARE 

BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT KNOW WHAT HE KNOWS. 

DURING THE INTERVIEW, CUPTIS DREW CRUDE MAPS SETTING 

OUT HOW HE THOUGHT RAY WEALD STALK KING: THIS NAP SHOWED 

THE FOLLOWING TOWNS WHERE HE SAID KING MADE MOST OF HIS 

SPEECHES: ATLANTA, LITTLE RoCK, PIRMINCHAM, MfnILE, SELMA, 

JACKSON, VICKSBURCS, MISS., AND MARKS EFS 	HE FURTHER 
•Q  

POINTED OUT THERE WAS A MAN LIVING ON A HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG 

ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE FIRST NA 1E HE KNEW PUT WOULD 

NOT DIVULGE). THIS MAU WAS TO TAKE PAY DOWN THE RIVER 

nN HIS MOAT TO NEW ORLEANS AFTER THE KILLING. HE STATED IM 

THE PAST HE (CURTIS) HAD PULLED SEVERAL PUPGLARY AND 
,, , 	ARMED ROPBEPIES (HE WOULD NoT COMMENT ON PARTICULARS) , ... 

IN TOWNS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND WHILE POLICE WERE 

(

LOOKING FOR HIM ON THE HIGHWAY HE WOULD BE ON A COAT DOWN 

THE MISSISSIPPI. HE FURTHER STATED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY 

CONCERNING THE KING KILLING WHICH WAS CURRENTLY OUT BEING 

TYPED AND IT WAS THE STORY HE. MENTIONED IN THE LETTER TO 

EPONY AND INTENDED TO SELL TO EPONY. 

END PAGE THREE 
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PACE FOUR 

SHERIFF G. T. mAnniv, NA1  WHO IS SHERIFF OF wHITEIELD 
CO., GA., AND OPERATES THE GOURTY JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS 
HAD SENT NO LETTERS OR COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE JAIL WHICH 
WENT OVER THE JAILERS DESK. HE SAID CURTIS WOULD FRCRAPL? 
SEND ALL MAIL OUT WITH VISITOES AND JAIL TRUSTEES AND 
WOULD PROPARLY NOT HAVE PEEN OBSERVED BY MEM OF HIS DEPT. 
IT IS FURTHER POINTED CUT THAT CURTIS' ATTORNFy, ERWIN 

F. 

MITCHELL, FORMER U.s. CONGRESSMAN FOR THE WEVERTH DISTRICT 
OF GA., IS OF THE OPINION THAT POST OF OUPTIS' COMMENTS 
CONCERNING HIS KNOWLEDGE OF RAY'S ASSASSINATION OF KING 

I
ARE PURE FAPRICATIONs OM THE PART OF CURTIS OR AS A RESULT 

1 OF SOMETHING CURTIS HAG READ Ir' LOCAL PAPERS. 
APPROXIMATELY omr HOUR AFTER THE CONCLUSION OF THE 

INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, HE SENT A NOTE TO SHERIFF G. T. 
MAULDIN REnUESTING TO AGAIN SEE AN FBI AGENT, THAT HE 
NOW WANTED TO TELL THE ENTIRE TRUTH. CURTIS YAS AGAIN 
INTERVIEWED ey SA 11111111.11111111, AND AGAIN FURNISHED 
A RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO SIGN. HE THEN STATED 
THAT APPAN7PTLy IN HIS LETTER TO EBONY HE USED THE WORK 
"WE" INDICATING THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY HAD PLANNED THE 

t KING MURDER WHICH WOULD INVOLVE HIM IN A CONSYIRACY AND FOR 
END PAGE FOUR 



PAGE FIVE 

THAT REASON HE DENIED THE STATEMENTS IN LETTER TO EBONY. HE 

THEM ADVISED PF HAD WRITTEN A STORY WHICH HE INTENDED TO 

SELL TO SOME MAGAZINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING MONEY 

FOR HIS MOTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN HIS POSSESSION AND 

WHICH HE HAD POT YET SENT OUT TO BE TYPEP. HE ALLOWED SA HENRY 

TO READ THIS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY PAGE STORY, HANDWRITTEN, 

ONE PAGE AT A TIME. HE DECLARED THIS ETOPY WAS TRUE. THE FIRST 

FIVE OR SlY PAGES OF THIS STORY MERELY SET OUT HIS EAUY 

LIFE IM CRIME AND THE PRISON SENTENCES HE HAD SERVED AS 

A RESULT OF THESE CRIMES FROM THE AGE OF FIFTEEN. THE 

RD,AINDER OF THE STORY IS THE SAME AS WAS SET FORTH IN THE 

ORIGINAL INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS IN APRIL, SIYTYFICHT CONCERNING 

HIS KNOWLEDGE AND ASSOCIATION WITH RAY. THIS STORY DoFs 

REFLECT THAT HE FIRST BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IN FIFTYFOUR 

WHEN THEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST IN QUINCY, ILL., WITH A 

THIRD INDIVIDUAL. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, HE LOST CONTACT WITH 

RAY WHEN HE top THIS THIRD INDIVIDUAL WERE CAUGHT IN A FIFTY- 

SIX THOUSAND DOLLAR Parr( ROBBERY AT SOUTHWEST CITY, MO. 

AFTER THAT HE AGAIN BECAME ACQUAINTED WITH RAY IN PRISON 

AND WHILE IN PRIsriv THEY BOTH LEARNED OF THE DEATH OF 

END PAGE FIVE 
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PAGE SIK 

PREsiDENT Jr:HO F. KENvEDY. RAY THEM STATED IT SOUNDED LIKE 

A RIG Jon ArD HE VAS ALWAYS OM THE INSIDE OR A PRISON WHEN. 

p4 JOuS ArP PIG MONFy VERF Tn PE HAD. 

SHORTLY AFTER THE MATH OF JOHN F. KENNEDY, MARTIN 

LUTHER yir!"-,, JP., BECAME PROMINENT AMD PAY STATED OM 

SEVERAL OCCASI' 	THAT sotluny WAS GOING TO KILL KING. 

THE STORY WENT ON TO REFLECT THAT DURING THIS PERIOD Am 	P, 

INDIVIDUAL CAME IrTo THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY AT//  

JEFFERSON CITY FPOM VIC,,,.SRUPG, MISS., AND WHO, UPON LEARNING 

OF JAMES EARL RAY'S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLING KING, ADVISED 

HIM OF THE YK PUSINESSMEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH AND 

OF THE FACT THAT PEOPLE IN FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP 

MONEY FOR KING'S ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT THAT RAY INFORMED HIM THAT ME INTENDED TO HAVE EVERy- 
r 

THING SET WHEN HE KILLED KING AND THAT PAY, THROUGH MAPS, 

LEARNED OF MING'S MoVEMENTS SO HE COULD LATER STALK HIM 

TO THE POINT OF ASSASSINATION. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED 

OUT THAT PAY ADVISED HE WnULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AND FALSE 

TRAIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE MURDER. RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO 

END PAGE SIX 



PAGE SEVEN 

GO TO VICKSBUR:3 FOLLOWING THE MURDER, CONTACT THE MAN 

FROM VICKSPURG, MISS., WHO HAD THE HOUSEBOAT, AND THIS 

MAN WAS TO TAKE HIM FITHEP TO NEW ORLEArS OR CANADA VIA 

THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

AT THE COFCLUSION OF THE INTERVIEW, CURTIS STATED 

HE wcamoroT TESTIFY TO ANY OF THE ABOVE. HE DID 

ADVISE IN STRICTEST CONFIDENCE THAT THE NAME OF THE 

INDIVIDUAL, ON THE HOUSEBOAT IN VICKSBURG, MISS., WAS 

(FNU) WILLETT, ALSO KNOWN AS MISSISSIPPI WHO SERVED 

TIME IN THE MISSOURI STATE PENITENTIARY. 

I

THE STORY ALTO MENTIONED A MAN FROM PEW ORLEANS 

1WHO COULD oRTAIN ANY KIND OF IDENTIFICATION AND CURTIS 

LATER IDENTIFIED THI5.7 MAN AS JOE COIN, WHICH INFORMATION 

OAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN SET OUT IN AN INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS. 

THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, AND WHILE READING 

CURTIS' STORY, HE CONTINUED TO EMPHASIZE THE FACT THAT HE 

WOULD NOT TESTIFY AGAINST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE. 
r 

HE INDICATED THAT APY STATE PRISON HE VAS SENT TO WOULD 

PROBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO WOULD KILL HIM AS A RESULT 

OF PREVIOUS INFORMATION HE FURNISHED THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA 

AND IT IS FELT HE WAS USING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE 

END PAGE SEVEN 
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PAGE FIGHT 

DID NOT WANT TO CF: SENT TO A STATE PRIsor OH HIS CURRENT 

LIFE SENTENCE. HI STATED HE WOULD NOT ALLOW HIS STORY TO 

r. 	PE XEROXED NOR WOULD HE WRITE IT OVER AGAIN OR ALLOW THE 

PAGES TO LEAVE HIS CELL. HE DID STATE HE WOULD TRAKSCRIDE 

HIS STORY OVER A DICTATING MACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN 

MAPS HE PRODUCED FOR HIS STORY. 

HE THEN PREsENTFD CRUDE SKETCHES OF THE FED. PENITENTIARY 

AT LEVENwORTH, THE MP7SrUHI STATE PEN, Jv AppiTinv Tn THE 

ABOVE MENTIONED MAP CONCERNING THE TOWNS WHERE KING MADE 

NUMEROUS SPEECHES. 

UACB, CURTIS WILL BE ALLOWED TO DICTATE HIS STORY OM A 

DIrTATING MACHINE IN THE PRESENCE OF SA GRIZEMMIMII 

DUE TO THE UNPELIAPILITY OF CURTIS, NO LEAD FOR AN 

EXTENSIVE INVFSTIGATION TS BEING SET FORTH FOR JACKSON 

IN CONNECTION WITH IDENTIFYING (FNU) WILLETT, AKA MISSISSIPPI 

UACB. , • 

END 
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July 5, 13GB 

1 - Mr. McDonough 

co. Va  

TO: 	 EPC 's, Jackson, AtInnta 

FIOM: Director, FBI, 

FeATtel z/3/ S. 

Jockson should make reasonable efforts to identify, 

ru0 interview (ITU) Y(illett, and run out any pertinent infor- 

mation developed and pump or LIIM. 

Since Curtin refuses to furnish "biu story"  for 

applopriate copying, it will not be neccfmnry for an Agcnt 

to have him dictate on a dictating machine in the :,gent 's 

pre nce. Curtis is not to set the terms on which he will 

furnish information to the FBI, particularly since to date 

he has not furnished nnytl4ng of substnntivo value. Atlanta 

bu 

op 

up 

	

rn 	 For informltion of Memphis, "Ebony"  Magniine forwarded 

0 1 4tturn from Ilaymond Curtis, inmate of Whitfield County Jail, 

gilton, Goorgin, in which ho alleged among other things tblt 

5 	.  

:1_; 1f 

 
 and Ray planned tho King killing and Lusinussmen put up 

m ney for the King murdor, Curtis was previoucay interviewed and 

	 f I rnish r:.d nebulous information along the soma lines which ' ' as 

run out end nothing of substnntive value was Covolopod 

(Lee report or Alan G. Sentinella dated 5/17/68, at LtInntn, 

copirs to Memphis). On re" .interview on 7/3"B, Curtis originally 

rucnnted subt-tnntially the whole Miry ho land set out in his 

letters to "Ebony"  but then recontncted the Acunts and claimed 

/41::t ;111firntc̀•ti'vli.tilit;tir A tirec Pb(L/trfilieiZt nwl"'ult31°r̀%"ZnotV""t`'u  
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AIPTEI., SAC'S Jackson, Atlanta 
RE: MURKIN 

an "Mississippi" was supposed to be contacted by Ray at 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, after the murder and Willett was to take 

to either New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi Liver • 
in Villettuf  houseboat. 

As indicated above, the Jackson Office is being 
instructed to run out the Willett allegation. • 

NOTE: 

Curtis, as of this point, has indicated almost complete 
unreliability, however, it is felt that reasonable efforts should 
be made to identify the individual Willictt and run out this 
aspect to a logical completion. Other allegation- made by Curtis 
relative to a mysterious visitor of Ray's while in prison, the 
alleged bounty on King and the individual named Joe Coin, who 
furnishes false identifications has previously been explored 
and nothing of value developed. 

Atlanta is being instructed that Curtis is not to set 
any terms of interview with FUI Agents. Curtis' correspondence 
with "Ebony" and results of his interviews are being furnished 
the CRS. 
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