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RE PUREAL TILEPHOME CALL TO ATLANTA JULY TYWO LAST,

f‘;(\-{ﬁ A:
RAYMOMD CURTIS WaAS INTERVIEWED AT WHITFIELD co. JQIL 2

p{c Ak

CURTIS IS CURREMTLY Cobrrned A/}
poogt
WHITFIELD CO. JAIL AWAITING APPFAL ON LIFE SENTENCE FOR /rf/‘

DALTON, GA., JULY THRFE TUSTAPT EY SAS

JP., AND

MUPDER. CURTIS WAS ADVISED OF THE IDENTITY OF THE INTER-
VIEWING AGENTS THROUGH DISPLAY OF CREDENTIALS. HE VAS
FURNISHED A RICHTS AMD YAIVER OF RIGHTS FORM WHICH HE READ,
INDICATED HF UhD[.R"TOOD ARD HEFUGFD TO ‘TIGP‘ HE ADVIQED

HE KNEW HE wpS HEING INTERVIEVED CONCFRNINP STATEMENTS HE

PADE IN A LETTER WE MAD MAILED TO MR. SANDERS OF ERONY R /
WAGAZINF.  CUFTIS STATED ME WAS MERELY TRYING TO SELL A * ° '

STORY TO ERCKY FOR APPFOXIMATFLY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS ™

HELP HIS MOTHFR PAY OFF A MORTGAGE OK HER HOME, WHICH SHE -
MORTGAGED TO NSTAIN ATTOPNFY FFES FOR HIS DEFENSF. AT Wk

f/,f -:' {/j'

. : Ce
FIRST HE STATF_D, VITH RFFERENCE TO THESE STATEH[‘R%TS, THAT = rmmn

N R TIR .
HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PULLED A CRIMF ‘IN FIFTYFOUR, WHICH 15 JUL 9 1i°2
WAS A RURGLARY IN JOLIET,

AT THIS POINT IT waAS POINTED OUT TN CURTIS THAT CERTAIN

END PAGF ONE ’ (’ C _— /L?r ,:/J U :'E;‘/t‘k [0._6{}1“"
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PAGE TWO
STATEMEMTS MADE BY HIM IM HIS LETTER TO EBONY COULD POSSIELY
IMVOLVE HIM IN A CONSPIRACY WITH RAY COKCERMING THE KILLIMG
OF MARTIM LUTHER K16, JP. CURTIS CATAGORICALLY DENIED THE
FOLLOVING STATEMENTS WIUICH WERE IN MIS LETTER TO EROMY
MAGAZINE:

I. THAT HE #ND JAMFS EARL RAY PULLED A CRIME IM
FIFTYFOUR, '

2. THAT RAY WANTED THE JOB OF KILLIMG KING.

3. THAT HE AND RAY TALKED ABOUT KILLING niﬁg FOR THREF
YEAFE,

4. THAT THEY TALXFD TO THE MAN FROM MISSISSIPPI THAT
KREW ALL AROUT THE KK BUSINESSMANS ASSOCIATION THAT WAS TO
PUT UP THE MONEY TO KILL KING.

5 THAT HE KNFW THE MEN FROM MISSISSIPPI.

6. FOR THREF YEARS, THAT ﬂg AND FAY MADE MAPS JUST TO
FIND THE RIGHT PLACE TC KILL KING AND THAT HE HAD MADE THE
MAPS NVER HIMSYLF.

7. HE AND RAY ¥MEW JUST WHERE THEY WOULD GO AFTER THE
KILLING OF KING.

€. THAT HE WAS TO BE IN OMN THE KILLING OF XKING.
END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE
9« THAT THERE ARE MEN IN FIVE STATES THAT ARE
BEHIND THE KING KILLING AND THAT DO NOT KPOW WHAT HE Kprows.
DURING THE IMTERVIEW, CURTIS DREW CRUDE MAPS SETTING
OUT HOV HE THOUGHT PAY V0IILD STALK KING, THIS MAP SHOWED
THE FOLLOVING TOWES WHERE HE SAID KING MADE MOST OF HIS

SPEECHES: ATLANTA, LITTLE POCK, BIRMINGHAM, MORILE, SELMA,

JACKSOM, VICKSRURGS, MISS., AMND MARKS, IISS. ME FURTHER _ |rQ'
: /

POINTED OUT THERE WAS A MAN LIVING ON A HOUSEROAT IM VICKSBURG "‘
OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER (WHOSE FIRST NAME ME KNEW RUT WouLD
NOT DIVULGE). THIS MAM WAS Tb TAKE RAY DOWM THE RIVER

ON KIS BOAT TO NEVW ORLFEANS AFTER THE KILLIMNG. HE STATED INM
THE PAST HE (CHRTIS) MAD PULLED SEVERAL PURGLARY AND

ARMED RORREPIES (HE WNULD NNT COMMENT QN PART1CULARS)

IN TOWNS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND WHILE POLICE WERE
LOOKING FOR HIM Oﬁ THE HIGHWAY HE WOULD BE ON A BOAT DOWMN
THE ISSISSIPPI. HE FURTHER STABED HE HAD WRITTEN A STORY
COMCFREING THE KING KILLING WHICH WAS CURRENTLY OUT REING
TYPED AND IT WAS THE STORY ME MENTIONED IN THE LETTER T0
EFPONY AND INTENDED TO SELL TO ERONY.

EXD PAGE THREF.
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SHERIFF G. T, MAULDIM, NAy WHO

IS SHERIFF oF WHITFIELD

Co0., GA., AND OPERATES THE counTy JAIL, ADVISED CURTIS

HAD SENT NO LETTERS OR CCMMUNICATION
WENT OVER THE JATLERS DESK. KE sAID

5 FROM THE JAIL WHICH
CURTIS vweuLD FRORAPRLY

SEND ALL KAIL ouT WITH VISITORS aMD JAIL TRUSTEES Awp

¥OULD PROPARLY NOT HAVE PEEMN OBSERVED BY MEMN OF Kig DEPT.

IT IS FURTHER POINTED oUT THAT CURTIS® RTTORPEY, FRWIR

MITCHELL, FORMER U.S. CDONGRESSHAN FOR THE WEUFPTH DISTRICT

OF GA., IS OF THE OPININK THAT i0ST OF CUPTIS”® POMMFNTc

CONCERNING HIS KNOWLENGE OF RAY'S ASSASSINATION OF KING

//APE PURE FAPRICATIONS O THE PART OF

CURTIS OR AS A RESULT

| OF comETHING CURTIS HAS READ 1P LOCAL PAPEFS,

APPROXIMATELY ONF FNUR AFTER THE CONCLUSIGN OF THE

INTERVIFW WITH CURTIS, HE SFNT A NOTE TO SHERIFF G, T.

MAULDIN REAUESTING ToO AGATN SEE AM FRY ACENT, THAT HE

NOW WAPTED TO TELL THE FNTIRF TRUTH,
INTERVIEVED PY SA

CURTIS WAS AGAIP

v AND AGAIN FURMISHED

A RIGNTS FORM WHICH HE REFUSED TO SIGN, HE THEM STATED

THAT APPARENTLY 1IN HIS LETTER TO FBONY HE USED THE WORK

"WET IFDICATING THAT HE AND JAMES EARL RAY PAD PLANNED THE

KING MURDER WHICH wWoULD TEVOLVE HIM 1
END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

THAT RFASON WE DENIED THE STATEIENTS IN LETTER TO EBGHY. Hé
THEN ADVISED MF HAD WPITTEN A STORY WHICH HE INTENDED TO

SELL TO SOME MAGAZINE FOR THE PURPOSE OF ORTAINING MOMNEY

FOR HIS MOTHER WHICH STORY WAS STILL IN F1S PNSSESSION AND
WHICH HE HaAD MOT YET SFUT CUT To BE TYPEP. HE ALLOWED SA HEMRY
TO RTAD THIS APPROXIMATELY TWENTY PAGE STORY, HAKDVRITTEMN,

OME PAGE AT A TIME. HKE DECLARED THIS STOPY WAS TRUF. THE FIRST
FIVE OR SI¥ PAGES OF THIS STORY MFRELY SET OUT HIS EANLY

LIFE IN CRIME AND THE PRISON SENTFMCES HE HAD SERVED A%

A RESULT OF THESE CRIMES FROM THE AGE NF FIFTEEM, THE
REMAINDER OF THE STORY IS THE SAME AS WAS SET FORTH IM THE
ORIGIMAL IRNTERVIEW WITH CURTIS IN APRIL, SIXTYSEIGHT COMCERNING
HIS KMOWVLEDGE AND ASSOCIATINN WITH RAY. THIS STORY LDNES
REFLECT THAT HE FIRST BFCAME ASSOCIATED WITH RAY IM FIFTYFOUR
WHEN THEY PULLED A PAYROLL HEIST IN eUIMCY, ILL., WITH A

THIRD IFDIVIDGAL. SHORTLY THERFAFTER, HE LOST CONTACT WITH

RAY WHEM HE AMD THIS THIRD IMDIVIDUAL WERE CAUGHT IN A FIFTY=-
SIX THOUSAND DOLLAR PAMK ﬁDBﬁERY QI SQUTHWEST CITY, Mo,

AFTER THAT HFE AGAIN BECAME ACQUAINMTED WITH RAY IN FRISON

AND WHILE TN PRISAN THEY ROTH LEARLED OF THE DEATH OF

END PAGE FIVE
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PAGE SIX
PRESIDENT JOHU Fo KERPEDY. RAY THEN STATED IT SOUMDED LIKE
A BIG JOR AED HE VAS ALWAYS ON THE INSIDF OR A PRISON WHEN
QH JOSS AKD NIG MONEY VERF TN BE HAD.

SHORTLY AFTER THE DEATH OF JOHN F. KENNEDY, NMARTIN
LUTHER KIS, JP., BECAME PROMINENT AND RAY STATED OV
SEVERAL OCCASINNS THAT SOHERODY WAS GOIRG TO KILL KING.

THE STORY WENMT ON TO REFLECT THAT DURING THIS PERIND AW ﬁof

—

INDIVIDUAL CAME IMTO THE MISSCURLI STATE PENITENTIARY AT
JEFFERZOM CITY FROM VICYSPURG, MISS., AND WHO, UPON LEARNING
OF JAMES FAPL RAY"S FEELINGS TOWARD KILLING KING, ADVISED
HIM OF THE KK PUSINESSHMEN ASSOCIATION OF THE SOUTH ARD

OF THE FACT THAT PENPLE IM FIVE STATES WERE PUTTING UP

MONEY FOR XING'S ASSASSINATIOM. -THE STORY FURTHER POINTED
OUT THAT EAY IMFORMED HIM THAT HE INTENMDED TO HAVE EVERY-
THING SET WHEN HE KILLFD KINMG JED THAT RAY, THROUGH MAPS,
LEARNED OF KiNG'S MOVEMENTS SO HE COULD LATFR STALK HIM

TO THE POINT OF ASSASSINATIOMN. THE STORY FURTHER POINTED
OUT THAT RAY ADVISED HE WOULD LEAVE A FALSE GUN AMND FALSE
TRAIL IMMEDIATELY FOLLOVING THE MURDER. RAY WAS SUPPOSED TO

END PAGE SIX
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PAGE SEVEN

G0 TO VICKSBURS FOLLOWING THE MURDER, CONTACT THE MAN
FROM VICKSPURG, MISS., WHO MAD THE HOUSEROAT, AND THIS
MAR WAS TO TAKE HIM FITHEP TO NEW ORLEANS OR CANADA VIa
THE MISSISSIPPT RIVER.

AT THE COY¥CLUSION NF THE INTERVIFW, CURTIS STATED
HE UOULDhOT TESTLFY TO ARY OF THE ABOVE. HE DID
ADVIFE fN STRICTFST CONFIDENCE THAT THE MNAME OF THE
INDIVIDUAL NN THE MOUSESOAT 1IN VICKSEURG, MISS., WAS
(FNU) WILLETT, ALSO KMOWN AS MISSISSIPPI WHO SERVED
TIME IN THE MISSOURTI STATE PENITENTIARY.

THE STORY ALSN MFNTIONED A MAN FRNOM MEW ORLEAMS
WHO COULD DRTAIR ANY KIND OF IDEMTIFICATION AND CURTIS
LATER IDENTIFIED THIS MAN AS-JOE COIN, WHICH INFORMATION
HAS PREVICUSLY BEFM SET OUT IN AM INTERVIEW WITH CUKTIS.
THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW WITH CURTIS, AND WHILE RFADING
CURTIS® STORY, HE CONTINUFD TO EMPHASTZE THE FACT THAT HE
WOULD NOT TESTIFY AGAILST RAY AS HE FEARED FOR HIS LIFE.
HE IMDICATED THAT ANY STATE PRISO% HE WAS SENT TO WOULD
PRCBABLY HAVE INDIVIDUALS WHO WOULD KILL HIM AS A RESULT
OF PREVIOUS INFOPMATION HE FURNISHED THE PRESS AND TV MEDIA
AND JT IS FELT ME WAS LISING THIS AS AN EXCUSE AS TO WHY HE
END PAGE SEVEN
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PAGE FIGHT
DID NNT WAMT TO RE SENT TO A STATE PRIGOMN O HIS CURRERNT
LIFE SEMTENCE. HE STATFD ME WOULD NOT ALLOW HIS STORY TO
BE XEROXED MOR WOULD HF WRITE IT OVER AGAIM OR ALLOW THE
PAGES TO LEAVE HIS CELL. HE DID STATE HE W0DULD TRANSCRIRE
HIS STORY OUEB A DICTATING MACHINE AND WOULD REDRAW CERTAIN
MAPS HE PRODUCED FOR HIS STORY.

HE THENM PRESENT#D CRUDE SKETCHES OF THE FED. PENITENTIARY
AT LEVENWORTH, THE MI€SAUPI STATE PEM, IV ADD]TInN TN THE
ABOVE MENTIONED MAP COMCERNING THE TOWUNS WHERE KING WADE
NUMERQUS SPEECHES.,

UACB, CURTIS WILL RE ALLOVED TO DICTATE HIS STORY ON A

DIFTATING MACHINE IM THE PRESENCE OF SA

DUE TO THE UMRFLIARILITY NF CURTIS, MO LEAD FOR AN
EXTENSTVE INVSSTIGATION TS BEING SET FORTH FOR JACKSOW
IN CONNECTION WITH IDFRTIFYING (FNU) WILLETT, AKA MISSISSIPFI
UACE.
END
CAB
FBI WASH DC
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July 5, 1968

AILTEL _ 1 - Mr, McDonough

“’Q. ‘\5 -",-:4’ ..-)/" ’. (- / [

s
T9: 8MC's, Jackson, Atlanta
rioM: Director, IBI

MURKIN

LoATtel 7/2/%8,

Jackson should make reasonable efforts to identify
and interview (IIU) Willett, and rum out any pcertinent infor-
mation developed and surep or LM,

Since Curtis refuses to furnish "bhis otory"” for
appioepriate copying, it will not be neccessary for an Apent
to have Lim dictate on a dietating machine in tle dgeat's
prooonce,  Curtis is not to sct the teywms oun whilch he will
furnish information to the ¥BI, purticulaxly slnce to cote
bie has wot furnished anything of substantlve value, Atlueuta
sul Ll Il‘-‘.

& For informition of Memphis, "Ebony" Magazine forwarded
Lditera {rom Raymond Curtis, inmate of Whitficld County Jail,
Litlton, Georgin, in which he nllepged among othor thinps that

) 2nd Ray planned the Xing killing and Lusiaussaza put up

ndney [or the King murder, Curtis was previoucly interviewed and
fyroishad ncebulous information along the same Lincs which uas

Tin out znd uothing of substantive vaolue was devclopad

(Sce report of Alon G. Sentinella dated 5/17/G8, at ftlantsz,
coplra to Memphis), ©On ré interview on 7/3/68, Curtis originnlly
reconted substantinlly the whole tbyy he had set out in his
letters to "Mbony" but then recontncted tho Agento and cleined
hat the "ctoxy! wna trva, 'Amoug bis allegations, he indientou
that an individuol rAmed (FNU) Willett who wns nleo known
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AXTILL, SAC'8 Jackson, Atlanta

RE: MURKIN

as "Miusslussippi" woe supposcd to be contacted by Ray at
Vicksburg, Migoissippl, after the murder and Villett was to take
Huy to cither New Orlenns or Canada via the Mississippi ERiver -
in Willetts' housebont, '

As indicated above, the Jackeon OfLfice is being
instructed to run out the Willett allegation,

NOTE:

Curtis, as of this point, has indicated almost complete
unreliability, however, it is felt that reasonable efforts should
be made to identify the individual Williett and rum out this
aspeel to a loglcal completion, Other allegation”made by Curtis
relative to a mysterious visitor of Ray's while in prison, the
alleged bounty on King and the individual pamed Joe Coin, who
furnishes false identifications has previously been explored
and nothing of value developed,

Atlanta is belng instructed that Curtis is not to set
any terms of interview with FBI Agents, Curtis' correspondence
with "Ebony" and results of his interviews are belng furnished
the CRD,




