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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

File Nu, Atlanta, Georgia
July 5, 1968

A :t:‘*x“ y .1 s Keply, Please Refer to
y
\

% JAMES LARL RAY;
s MARTIN LUTIHER KING, JR. - VICTIM
e E CIVIL RIGHTS

Raymond Curtis submitted a letter to Mr, Charles

A, L.\Sanders, Ebony Magazine, which letter is as follows; Lhe

g +letler was sewi lilerate and the following is not'a direcct
! quoi~lion hut scts forth the essentials:
"Mr. Charles L, Sanders

Y= Ve

EE: "Dear Mr, Sanders: —
'(.

"1 thank you for your answer to my letter. I
think that details I give you in this letter w111 be
of help to you,

"Well, Sir, I have written a story. No one but
myself has read it but me, At this time I know that it
will have to be re-wrote for I am not a writing it as

v bad as 1t is.

P "It all about the crime I did and about a crime .
"5 I did in 1954 with James Earl Ray and about the 13 years
% of prison pal and everything we talk about. About thing
¥ and about James Earl Ray wanted the job of killing

” . Martin Luther King, Jr. We talk of killing King for

X three years. And we talked to the man from Mississippi

that knew all about the KK businessman association that

was to put up the money to kill King. I also know the
men from Mississippi,

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned

to your agency; it and its contents are not to heo distributed
outside your agency.
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JANMES FARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTIER KING, JR, - VICTINM

"In that three year we made maps just had to find
the right place to kill King. Well I have made the maps
over myself. They are with the story also,

"Aud just where we would go after we killed
King so yes when we talk about i1t I was to be in on
it. DBut I was not. The story has it all in it, All
the big thing and the little one also, And what Ray
like and what he did not like. This story could get
me killed, I know that, That is why I won't send
the story by mail, I know that this is getting to be
a long letter. But when you read this if you want the
6tory 0.K. 1If not just let me know, 0.K. That way
I won't talk to men about it,

"Mr. Sanders there are men in five states that is
behind the King killing and they don't know what I
know, But James Earl Ray did not, Now that they have
Ray Tenn. will trial him if they get him back,

"Well, they want me to testify. Well, I just
don't know yet what I will do.

"You see, me and Ray were pal. I could tell what
I bave to the news. That no much. Or I could not
say everything. And I did not tell the FEI. Well,
this is not a book., I am Just trying to tell you what
you ask of me in your letter,

"If you have a man or have someone down this way,
1f you will have them stop by the Jail I will let them
read the story .and you can go from there. 0.K.

"I thank you again,

"I will be lookifig to hear from you soon,

/8/ ""Raymond Curtls
"I am still in the Dalton County Jail.,"

On July 3, 1968, CURTIS was intervicwed at the

Whitfield County Jail, balton, Geuorgia, and furnished
the following information:
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£ty : . Gote Ju;y 5, 19G8
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1
;f' RAYIOND CURTIS was contacted at the fihitficld
Pa Cou tmnidgitdviscd of the ddentities of Special Agents
¥4 sl ks - 1 e ne B TR lle was furnished
i of rights f[orn whicn he read, indicated
gy 7 he understood, bLut refused to sign. He was advised that he
ﬁ;‘ was being interviowed concerning statements he wade in a
e letter he had mailed to Mr. SAYNDERS of Ebony liagazine.
o o .
?y‘j CURTIS stated l» was nevely trying to scll a story
L to Ebony for approxirately 55,000 to help his wother pay
10 off a morizagz on lor howe. Ohe had obtained this rrorteage
b as a result of paying attorney's fees for the deiense of
3f3 CURTIS at a previous trial,
gals .
;k CUERT1S stiated that he and JANSS TARL DAY particirased
e in a burglary in Jolict, I1linois - in Oztober or Lovember, 1954,
- It was pointcd out to CURTIS that certain statemants made
e by Lin in his letter to Lbony llagazine could possibly invelve
A hiw in a conspiracy with J.15E EARL RAY in connodtien with
I the wurder of Dr., MARTIN LULNIZR ilIliG, JR, "CUPTIS then stated
1, = he wished to go on record as to the state.:cats waGe in Lis
5 letter to . SANDERS, e categorically denied the follcring
: statcuents whicihh were in his letter to fbony llocacineg:

1) That he and JANDS 3ARL RAY participated in a criue in 1954;
2) That RAY wanted the Job of killing KING:.
3) That he and BAY talled about killing XETHG for thrce years;

4) That heand RAY talked to the wan frow lississipni that
knew all about the I3 Businescien's Jssociation which

2! Association was to put up the woney to kill LING;

S 5) That he knew the men from [lississiopi; ;
3 6) That for three years he and MY nade maps sust to find
' 2 the right piace to I1ild KING and that he mado the mnps

over hincell;

7) That ke and DAY knew Just vhere they would go after the
killing of II13G;

£) That he wvas to be in on the killing of XING;

9) That there are wmen in five states who are beouind the Killing

; . of—ﬁIﬂG-ﬂnd—*hesummon—do-not—know—wha%—ho—xCURTIS)—knowsf-n~—
: . -3 -
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During tnis interviey CURTIS drew two naps
setting out hoy he thouzit MY would stall: KING, This map
indicated tnhe following towns whore he said KING made nost
of his Speeches: Atlanta, Georgia; Little Rocl:, Arkansas;
Birmingham, ilobile, ang Selma, Alabana; Jackson, Vicksburg,
and Marks, Mississippi.

CURTIS Iurther advisoed that there was 2 man living
on a houschoat in Vicksburg, Mississippi, on the Mississippy
River whose 1ane he would not divulge who was to take RAY down
the River cn his boat to Hew Oxloang after the killing,
CURTIS furthe, advised that in the past he hag pulicd several
burglaries and arwod roi:baries in touas along the Mississippi
Piver apg wiile police vere lootirg for him on t(}e highway
he wvould be on a boat dewn the Hissisuippi._ He added that
he had written o s

story Couecerning the LINg Filling vhie!
currently Leing tryped and this
in the lettep

to Ebony,

i1 was
s the story he mentioned
to Likuny Magazine and wiich he intended to sell




JAMES EARL RAY;
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., - VICTIM

On July 3, 1968, Sheriff G, T, Mauldin, Whitfield
County, Georgia, advised that Curtis sent no letters or
communications from the Whitfield County Jall which passed
over the jailer's desk., He stated Curtis probably sent his
mail out with visitors and jail trustecs which would probably
not hove been obscrved by men of his department. - Sheriff
Mauldin stated that Curtis' attorney, Erwin Mitchell, former
U. S. Congressman from the Seventh District of Georgia,
is of the opinion that most of Curtis' comments concerning:
his knowledge of Ray's alleged assassination of Martin. Luther
King, Jr., are pure fabrications on the part of Curtis or
the result of something Curtis has recad in the newspapers, .

Approximately one hour [ollowing the conclusion
of the interview with Curtis, he sent a note to Sheriff Mauldin
requesting to agnin see an FBI Agent and stating that he
wanted to tell the entire truth. Curtis was re-interviewed
at the Whitfield County Jail. .
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RAYNIOINY cunris W25 furnished a riaghts and waiver
of rights forn Which he refused to sign., He then stated
in connzetion with the pPrevious inteyviey that apparently
i in his letter to Lhony lagazine, he neeq tha word "ye"

1, 1ndicnting that he ang JALLS EANL RAY had olannaed the nurcer

R of MARTII LUTIZR KING, JR., and he realized now this vould
¥ involve him in a conspiracy, For that reagen in the previous

interviey he denied the Statements he hag nade in his lettor
to Zbony Lagazine., Cun1Is then advised he had written a

story which he intended to sell to some magazine for

the purpose orf obtaining moncy for his mother, Ile stated the
&tory vus still in his possession anc had not yet becn sent

out to bhe typed. e Peruitted 84 te read this

W 20-page havrdurition story ona Page =t a tinw and he declared
,gg this story was trie. fThe first five or si: pages of the Story
2 nercly set out his early life in eriume auda tho prison Sentcnces
o he had served as a result of the crines, etrrting at the age
! of 15, The rewainder of the story.is the £ane as he orizinnliy

i furnished in an interviow in Lpril, 19G3, concerning his novledze
2ad associntion with JALLS panpl, RAY., The story resflects

that he first beecane assoecinic With RAY in 19354 whon they
pulled a payroll wobbery toszotner in Quiney, Illinois,

‘ with a thirg individunl, Shortly thcrenft:r CULTIS lost cointact
: with PAY when RAY and this thira individunl were anprehendod

in conncetion with a Lan): robbery at Soutivzst City, Liissouri,
After that Cunris again beeann acquainted with nLY ip prizan

and while in brison they both learrad of 4ta death of Presicdent
JOIN F, KLWiisoy, At this time RAY stated ihe murder of FLLNIEDY
sounded like a Pig job and he was always on the inside orf a
Prison when big jobs ang big moncy were o b2 had,
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. Shortly after the death of Jouyy y, IGIRIDY, IAPTIN

Ry ' LUTHZR KING, JR. Leecane prouxinent, and pay stated on several
occaginins that Scnebody was going to kill KIliG, Curing

this period an indivicdual eafo into the missouri State

' Pcnitontinry fron Vicksburg, Jdississippi, This individual

. upon learaing of Jajnls EATL RAY's reelings toward killine Iiin

vl iy
advised RAY of the Ei Businesgmen's Associntion of the South
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on 1/3/53 . Dalton, Georgia Fies AT 44-2236
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AT 44-2336
2
and stated that peosle in five stintes werc puatting up noney :

for IIINiG's assassination. The story furtlisr reflected

that RAY informed this individual that he intended to have L
everything set when he killed KING., RAY fullowed EIlG's Fonlt
moveuents through naps co that he could later stallk XING RS
to the point of assassinntion, RAY indiezizd during the g0
tine that he would lezve a false gun and fzlse trail inmediately
following the rurdisr, RAY was supposed to zo to Vicksburg, e
Missicsippi, folleowing the rmurder, contact the man from priat
Viclsburg who had the nousehoat, and this ran was to take him e
eithzr to New Orleans or Canada via the Mississippi River,

At the conclusion of the irarvics CULTIS stated
he vould not testify to &ny of the above irformation,.* He did !
advise that the nanz of the individual on 1ie housnboat in f
Viclksburg, ilississiopl, vas ({irst naue untaovn): VILLLTT,
also kncun as “iliouissippi " who served tii2 in the Missouri
State Penitentlary. . : g .

CURTIS rcfused to allew his ctory te be copied
and stated he would not write it over agrin nor would he allow
the pages to be roroved from his prison ecell, CUKTIS then
presented crude ‘shietehes of the Federal Perzontiary at.
Leavervortin, Kansas, and the Missourl State Penitentiary,
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