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DALTON. Ga.. April 21 — A 

sin consicted of murder here 

ad yesterday that James Earl 
Aav once confided to m that 

(Ra)') would r 	lect a 
11.000,000 boom% ' pot up by a 
'taisonest.men' ascociation" to 
ill the Rev. r. Martin Luther 

gong. 
ray-mond Curtis, being held 

at Whittled county jail pending 
.ctnn on an appeal, said that 
.e find Ray were told at the 
'Aissouri Penitentiary at Jeffer- 

son City from a "new man lust 
in off the street" that "the busi-
nessmen's association has a 
$1,0;at.M0 lananiy out far M.Iftia 
Luther King." 

Curtis said Ray smiled and 
said, 	if there's 51.000.000 
out on Kim;, I believe if 1 v.er 
get out I'll collect it." Curtis 
said that the subject of the Rev. 
Dr. King came up "a couple of 
times" in subsequent con‘ersa-
uuns with Ray an the prison 
yard. 

The discussions occurre d, 
Curtis said, about a week after  

the assassination of President 
John F. Kennedy on Nuv. 22, 
1963. 

Curtis said that he had no .  
Idea what the "businessmen's 
association" was. Curtis. who 
like Ray is 40 years old. said 
that he first met Ray in 1955 
when they shared a cell for , 
seven months in the Jackson 
county jail at Kansas City. 
Curtis said he again met Ray 
%nen both were at the federal 
penitentiary at Leavenworth, . 
Kan. 

At the Missouri prison. where 
both were serving sentences (or 
armed rc,bbery. Curtis said Ray . 
referred to the Kennedy assas. 
sination by saying, "Boy. preb-' 
ably somebody made a nice 
little penny off of that, I sure 
wish it was me." 

Curtis described Ray as "a 

likable sort of person." b u t 
one who did not associate freely 
with other inmates. -But if this 
was a plot to assassinate King, 
Ray would go to his grave wait 
his secret," Curtis said: 

The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation, which has charged 
Ray with conspiracy in connec-
tion with the Rev. Dr. Kin's 
assassination April 4 in Mein- 
,his. Tenn., declined to coni- c,  

omt yesterday on reports !hat - 
a ems were searching the iLos 
A Ties area for a blond worn- 

, rip ho dated Ray. 	I 

in, 	.. 
- Ti woman, about 27, was rei 
Dom sten with Rayi the ba  
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11.•••• ,...1 Pr..1 '1.- mo Raymond Curtis. a convicted murderer in Georgia who says he was a close acquaintance of James Earl Ray. is being sought in connection with the killing of the,. Dr. Martin Luther King. 	 if  
Ray 

FROM PAGE OICE 
of a Hollywood hotel where he 
was staying about three weeks 
prior to the Rev. Dr. King's 
death. This has led to the con-
jectu r e that the woman accom-
panied Ray when he all redly 
drove bo Memphis. 

Ray is believed to have ar-
rived In the Los Angeles area 
shortly after escap.ng from the 
Missuurt Penitenttary April 23, 
1967. by hiding in a bread 
truck. lie had made two pre-
vious atternp:s to escape Irons 
the prison. where he was w 
!rig a 20-year sentence fo two 
Armed robberies and 	tomo-, 
bile theft In St. Low. 

Warden Harold 	ATISS011 
noted that Riirwa :sited by`a brother, lohn, c tday before 
his escapeTSM nsor said, how., 
er r, that there utis no evil' 
ttrce to show JohlRay bid 

a %thing to do witirhis 	ush- 
er ' escape, 
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JAMES EARL HAY (left In 1960 photo), ao escapee from the Missouri state penitentiary, was 
identified by Attorney General Ramsey Clark as Eric Starve Galt (right 1968 photo) against whom 
a federal complaint has been filed in connecUon with the fatal shooting of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
(UPI Telephoto) 

Says Ray Planned to 
Collect King 'Bounty' 

DALTON, Ga. (UPf)— Fugi-
ire James Earl Ray once said 
le would collect a "million-
lollar bounty" put up by a 
nysterlous "businessmen's as-
:ociallon" for the death of Dr. 
',tartin Luther King Jr., ac rd-
ng to a prison friend. 

Ray, an escaper 	um the 
lissourl state prise 	has been 
:hanged with cr spiracy and 
liurder In the 	sassination of 
'sing at Me 	lls April 4. 

Raymond urtis, In jail here 
Li-ailing an appear of a murder 
:onviction, said he had served 
with Ray in jail once and in 
irison twice and the matter of 
:trig first came up shortly after 
:,resident Kennedy was assas-
,inated in 1963. 

"Well, somebody made a 
retty penny on that," Ray told 
'urtis after hedring of Kenne-
ly's death. 

About a week later, in the 
rard of the Jefferson City 
irison, Ray said a "new man 
,ust in off the street" told them 
'The businessmen's association 
as a million dollar bounty out 
or Marlin Luther King." 

Ile said Ray smiled and said 
'If there's a million dollars out 
:n King, 1 believe ifI ever get 
ut I'll collect It." 
Curtis said the subject of 

:tog came up "a couple of 
lines" thereafter, Curtis finally  

was freed and Ray fled the 
prison last year by hiding In a 
bread truck. 

Curtis said he had no idea 
what the "buslnessman'sassocl-
ation" was. Authorities said 
Tuesday they were pursuing 
several reports— some circulat-
ing in prisons— that there was a 
"contract" out for King's death. 

"I didn't think much about it 
at the time," said Curtis. "In 
prison, you hear all sorts of 
hellacious ideas." FBI agents 
have questioned him about his 
talks with Ray. 

Curtis said Ray never men-
tioned racial matters. "lie 
didn't have any prejudice, lie 
didn't care lt a man was white 
or colored," Curtis said. "lie 
was only interested in money." 

.-',A9:-,!-"VrSKIWAVACCR,W021V.15M-M17:4,70:aleEr1171;P ARTP::.740':•41,67A7rWrivr WrIV,V1t.Teqr.Mrrrypitmtnextrommly,,i,... -, ,,  


