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T:lll‘cd of B mmlv on Dr. ]\mtr /

. Convict’s Story About Ra3

By a Special Correspondent
of the Post-Dispaich

DALTON, Ga., April 24 — A
nun convicted of murder here
.aid yesterday that James Earl
#ay once conflided 10 that
(Ruy) would cpllect a
$1.000,000 bounty# put up by &
‘Lusinessmen ' gAussociation” 10
il the Rev, Or. Marun Luther
nng,
Faymond Curtis, being held
1t whitfield county jail pending
:cton on an appeal, sad that
e pnd Ray were told at the
“lissouri Penitentiary at Jefler-

son City from a *new man Just
in off the street” that “the busi-
nessmen's association has a
§1.600,060 bounty out fur Martin
Luther King."

Curtis said Ray smiled and
said, “We!l, il there's $1.000,000
out on Kinz, | believe if | ever
get out I'll collect it Curtis
said that the subject of ths Rev.
Dr. King came up “a couple of
times" in subsequent conversa-
uuns with Ray in the prisun
yard

The discussions occurred,
Curtis said, about a week alter
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the assassination of President
John F, Kennedy on Nov. 22,°
1963, 2
Curtis said that he had no
idea what the “businessmen’s -
association” was, Curtis, who"
like Ray is 40 years old, said
that he first met Ray in 1935
when they shared a cell for |
seven months in the Jackson
county jail at Kansas City,
Curiis said he apain met Ray
when both were at the federal *
penitentiary at  Leavenworth, °
Kan. -
At the Missouri prison, where -
both were servinz sentences for
armed robbery, Curtis said Ray .
referred to the Kennedy 5538 .
sination by saying, “*Bay, prcb-'
ably somebody made a nice
little peany off of that, 1 sure
wish it was me."” .
Curtis described Ray as “a
likable sort of person,” but

. one who did not associate freely
with other inmates. “But if this
" was a plot to assassinate King,

Ray would go to his grave with

+_his secret,” Curtis said)

"The Federal Bureau of Inves-
tization, which has charped
Ray with conspiracy in connecs
tion with the Rev, Dr. King's
assassination April 4 in Meme- -
phis, Tenn.,, declined to come
Rhm yesterday on reports that -
alents were searching the iLos
Afgeles arca for a blond wom-
, n Yho dated Ray. b
T weman, about 27, v.as re-
i portell seen with Ray in the ba
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Raymond Curtis, a convicted murderer
u{s he was a close acquaintance of James Earl Ray.
Is being sought in connection with

]

Dr. Martin Luther King,

Ray
FROM PAGE ONE

of a Hollywood hote] where he
was staying about three weeky
prior to the Rev., Dr, King's
death. This has led 10 the con-
Jecture that the woman accom-
panied Ray when he allegedly
drove 0 Memphis,

Ray 13 believed to have are
rived In the Los Angeles aren
shortly after escaping from the
Missguri Penitentiary April 23,
1967, by hiding in a bread
truck. He had made two pre-
Vious attempis (o escape from
the prison, where he was serve
ing a 20-year sentence fop/twe
armed rubberics and _#Giomos,
bile theft {n St. Louis, .

Warden Harold/ n
noted that Ray wag+Tsited by a
brother, John, ufe 'day before
his escape’” Sufnsor. said, how.
evor, that there whs no evi

cree to show ._Tn'!}illhj;:y d
awithing to do wi 15 th-

er ¥ escape,
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JAMES EARL RAY (left in 1960 photo), an

(UPI Telephoto)

Says Ray Planned to
Collect King ‘Bounty’

DALTON, Ga. (UP[—Fugl
Ive James Earl Ray once sald
e would collect a “million-
lollar bounty® pul up by a
nysterfous *‘businessmen's as-
oclation’ for the death of Dr,
fartin Luther King Jr., acgord
.ng lo a prison [riend,

Ray, an escaper

:harged with ¢
nurder In the #Ssassination of
{Ing at Me

Raymond Curtis, in fafl here
iWalting an appeai.‘ol a murder
sonviction, sald he had served
«ith Ray in Jail once and In
rison twice and the matter of
<ing first came up shortly after
'resident Kennedy was assas-
slnated in 1963,

‘“Well, somebody made a
retty penny on that,” Ray told
Surtls after hedring of Kenne-
1y’s death,

About a week later, In the
sard of the Jefferson City
rison, Ray saild a ‘‘new man
just In off the street' told them
The businessmen's assoclatlon
as . a milllon dollar bounty out
or Martin Luther King,"

He sald Ray smiled and said
‘If there's a million dollars out
o King, 1 belleve I T ever get
st I'l collect It,"

Curlls sald the subject of

Ung eame up "*a couple of
lines™ thereafler, Curtis [inally
O T D W ——

was freed and Ray fled the
prison last year by hiding in a
bread truck,

Curtls said he had no Idea
what the “buslnessman’sassoci-
atfon' was, Authorities said
Tuesday they were pursuing
several reports— some clreulat.
Ing In prisons— that there was a
“contract” out for King's death,

“I didn’t think much about it
at the time,"” sald Curtis, “In
prison, you hear all sorts of
hellacious [Ideas,” FBI agents
have questioned him about his
talks with Ray,

Curtls saild Ray never men-
tioned raclal matters, ‘‘Ha
didn't have any prejudice, He
didn"t care If 2 man was white
or colored,” Curtls sald, "'He
was only lnlerested in money,"

escapee [rom the Missourl state penitentiary, was

fdentified by Attorney General Ramsey Clark as Eric Starvo Galt (right 1968 phote) against whom i

a federal complaint has been filed in connection with the fatal shooting of Dr, Martin Luther ng, Jr, :
o
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