
M
ay C

atholics B
e M

asons? 
B

y 
R

E
V

. JO
S

E
P

H
 

I. M
A

L
L

O
Y

;  C
.S

.P
. 

F
R

E
E

M
A

S
O

N
R

Y
, 

as 
w

e k
n
o

w
 it, b

eg
an

 in
 th

e first 

q
u
arter o

f th
e eig

h
teen

th
 cen

tu
ry

. T
h
e first G

ran
d
 

L
odge w

as organized in E
ngland in 1717. T

w
enty-one 

years later P
ope C

lem
ent X

II issued a B
ull of excom

-

m
unication entitled "T

he C
ondem

nation of the S
ociety 

of C
onventicles de L

iberi M
uratori, o

r o
f th

e F
ree-

m
asons." 1  T

he reasons for the condem
nation m

ay be 

sum
m

arized as follow
s: 

(1) F
reem

asonry has a peculiar "unsectarian," nat-

uralistic character, by w
hich theoretically and practi-

cally
 it u

n
d
erm

in
es th

e C
h
ristian

 faith
, first in

 its 

m
em

bers and through them
 in the rest of society, cre-

ating religious indifferentism
 and contem

pt for ortho-

doxy and ecclesiastical authority. 
(2) T

he inscrutable secrecy, and the oaths of secrecy 

and fidelity to M
asonry and M

asonic w
ork, cannot be 

justified in their scope, their object, or their form
, and 

cannot,- therefore, induce any obligation. 

(3) 
S

uch societies involve a grave danger for the 

security and tranquillity of the state and for the spir-

itual health of souls. 
F

rom
 the tim

e of C
lem

ent X
II seven S

uprem
e P

on-

tiffs o
f th

e C
ath

o
lic C

h
u

rch
 h

av
e rep

eated
 th

e co
n

-

dem
nation of F

reem
asonry for substantially the sam

e 

reasons. 2  
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O
n

e sh
o
u

ld
 b

ear in
 m

in
d

 th
at larg

e n
u

m
b

ers o
f 

"lodge-m
em

bers," especially in E
nglish-speaking coun-

tries, have not the slightest interest in the philosophy 
of M

asonry, and perhaps have never read the w
orks 

of prom
inent m

em
bers of the fraternity w

ho profess 
to

 in
terp

ret tru
e M

aso
n
ic id

eas an
d
 id

eals. B
u
t th

e 
C

atholic C
hurch and every other non-M

asonic organ-
izatio

n
 o

r in
d
iv

id
u
al can

 fairly
 ju

d
g
e F

reem
aso

n
ry

 
only by its "C

onstitutions," by its official m
agazines. 

and by the w
ritings of M

asons w
ho stand high in the 

ranks of their brethren. O
n the evidence of this testi-

m
o
n

y
 th

ere can
 h

ard
ly

 b
e an

y
 d

o
u

b
t th

at M
aso

n
ry

 
prom

otes religious indifferentism
. N

ow
 indifferentism

 
is th

e g
reatest 

enem
y o

f th
e C

ath
o

lic C
h

u
rch

, an
d

, 
indeed, of every C

hristian C
hurch; for if it m

akes no 
difference w

hat a m
an believes, w

hy believe anything? 
If it m

akes no difference to w
hat C

hurch a m
an be-

longs, w
hy belong to any? 

T
he first article of the "O

ld C
harges" incorporated 

in the "C
onstitutions" (text of 1738,—

the very year 
of P

ope C
lem

ent's condem
nation), show

s- this tend-
en

cy
. It states: "In

 an
cien

t tim
es th

e C
h
ristian
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It is the purpose of this pam
phlet to show

 that the 
objections m

ade to F
reem

asonry nearly 200 years ago 
b
y
 P

o
p
e C

lem
en

t X
II still h

o
ld

 at th
e p

resen
t d

ay
. 

A
s C

atholics w
ere forbidden under pain of excom

-
m

unication to affiliate them
selves w

ith the M
asonic 

fratern
ity

 in
 1

7
3
8
 an

d
 th

ereafter, so
 th

ey
 are still 

forbidden, and on practically the sam
e grounds. It is 

even possible to allege additional reasons peculiar to 
our age. N

evertheless, in a country like the U
nited 

S
tates, and possibly in several other countries, C

atho-
lic priests and laym

en often num
ber Freem

asons am
ong 

their friends, and in certain places C
atholic societies 

and M
asonic L

odges have fraternized to' som
e extent. 

It is also true that hundreds of M
asons llave not the 

slightest feeling of bitterness or antagonism
 tow

ard 
the C

atholic C
hurch, and w

ill assure you in all honesty 
that they have never seen or heard anything in their 
L

odge against the C
atholic religion or any other re-

ligion, and hence m
any find it hard to understand w

hy 
the C

hurch forbids C
atholics to becom

e M
asons. 

It is w
o
rth

 n
o
tin

g
 th

at o
th

er C
h

ristian
 ch

u
rch

es 
also object to M

asonry. In fact up to sixty years ago 
m

ost of them
 did. E

ven at the present day "betw
een 

orthodox L
utheranism

 and the large rationalistic sec-
tio

n
 o

f G
erm

an
ic M

aso
n
ry

 th
e m

u
tu

al an
tip

ath
y
 is 

strong, not to say bitter, as represented, for instance, 
by the radical 'H

um
anitarian' G

rand L
odges and the 

aggressive V
erein deutscher F

reim
auer." 3  



P
ortugal, for exam

ple, a republic w
as established in 

1910 largely by M
asons. L

iving under a successful 
republican form

 of governm
ent ourselves, w

e m
ay con-

sid
er th

at w
as a w

o
rth

y
 an

d
 p

atrio
tic ach

iev
em

en
t. 

B
u
t n

o
te so

m
e o

f th
e articles in

 th
e C

o
n
stitu

tio
n
 

draw
n up for the new

 republic under M
asonic influ-

ence as com
petent authorities both M

asonic and non-
M

asonic agree.5  
"M

in
isters o

f relig
io

n
 sh

all h
av

e n
o
 p

art in
 th

e 
parochial lay corporations or associations in charge 
of tem

poral affairs. A
 m

inister of religion w
ho criti-

cizes or attacks any of the acts of a public authority 
o
r th

e fo
rm

 o
f g

o
v
ern

m
en

t o
r th

e law
s o

f th
e R

e-
public or any of the provisions of the present law

 w
ill 

be punishable by law
. C

hurch property shall belong 
to the S

tate, but shall be loaned to the C
hurch. T

he 
w

earing of the clerical habit outside of the churches 
and cerem

onies is prohibited. It is also prohibited to 
publish in any w

ay by w
ord or deed, any boils, de-

crees, or com
m

unications from
 the R

om
an C

uria. or 
prelates, or others, w

ithout explicit perm
ission from

 
th

e civ
il au

th
o

rities. T
h

e S
tate w

ill h
av

e ch
arg

e o
f 

nam
ing and approving the professors in ecclesiastical 

sem
in

aries fo
r th

e train
in

g
 o

f p
riests an

d
 w

ill d
e-

term
ine the text-books and courses of study therein. 

N
o Jesuits or other m

onastic orders or religious con-
gregations shall be adm

itted into P
ortuguese territory. 

A
ll Jesu

its, w
h

eth
er alien

s, n
atu

ralized
 citizen

s, o
r 

n
ativ

es, are ex
p
elled

, an
d
 all th

eir real o
r p

erso
n
al 

—
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M
asons 

w
ere charged to com

ply w
ith the C

hristian 
usages of each country w

here they traveled or w
orked: 

but M
asonry being found in all nations, even of di-

verse religions, they are now
 generally charged to ad-

here to that religion in w
hich all m

en agree." Is there 
any religion in w

hich all m
en agree? 

In
 th

e sam
e "C

h
arg

e" th
e B

ro
th

ers are u
rg

ed
 "to

 
be good m

en and true, m
en of honor and honesty, by 

w
hatever nam

es, religions, or persuasions they m
ay 

be distinguished, for they all agree in the three great 
articles of N

oah, enough to preserve the cem
ent of 

the lodge." T
he articles of N

oah refer to a tim
e not 

only pre-C
hristian but pre-M

osaic, to that tim
e in the 

h
isto

ry
 o

f th
e h

u
m

an
 race w

h
en

 it w
as u

n
d
iv

id
ed

 
either racially or religiously. T

he "three articles" m
ay 

m
ean "the duties tow

ard G
od, the neighbor and him

-
self," o

r m
ay

 refer to
 "b

ro
th

erly
 lo

v
e, relief, an

d
 

truth." a H
ere is the very essence of indifference to 

rev
ealed

 C
h
ristian

 d
o
g
m

as. H
o
w

 can
 th

e C
ath

o
lic 

C
hurch, teaching, as she does, that she is the "pillar 

an
d
 th

e g
ro

u
n
d
 o

f th
e tru

th
" g

iv
en

 to
 th

e w
o
rld

 b
y
 

Jesus C
hrist, perm

it her children to belong to a society 
w

hose official pronouncem
ents underm

ine the very 
foundation of that truth? 

M
oreover, it is unquestionable that in som

e parts 
of the w

orld, M
asonry has displayed a m

arked hos-
tility

 to
 th

e C
ath

o
lic C

h
u
rch

. H
ere w

e m
u

st n
o

te a 
distinction betw

een L
atin countries and w

hat, for con-
venience, w

e m
ay call .A

ngIo-S
axon countries. In 

—
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property is confiscated. A
s for the m

em
bers of other 

religious orders, if they are aliens or naturalized citi-
zens, they are likew

ise to be expelled, and if they are 
n

atives, th
ey m

u
st retu

rn
 to secu

lar life, or at least 
m

ay not live in com
m

unity, and shall not be allow
ed 

to exercise the teaching profession or intervene in any 
w

ay in education." g 
W

h
at h

as b
een

 d
on

e d
u

rin
g th

is year, 1926, in
 

M
exico, seem

s to follow
 quite literally along the lines 

of the P
ortuguese C

onstitution of 1910. "T
he M

exi-
can

 C
on

stitu
tion

 of 1857 w
as largely th

e w
ork

 of 
M

asons, w
hile the m

ore recent C
onstitution prom

ul-
gated F

ebruary 5, 1917, apparently w
ith M

asonic ap-
p

roval an
d

 co-op
eration

, is in
 its p

olitico-religiou
s 

sections alm
ost identical w

ith the P
ortuguese—

only 
m

ore so!" 7  T
h

e law
s of C

alles in
 1926, go even

 b
e-

yond the provisions of the C
onstitution of 1917. 

T
h

e story of M
ason

ry in
 F

ran
ce is w

ell k
n

ow
n

. 
"In 1893 the C

onvention or general m
eeting declared 

that none w
ere eligible for the C

ouncil of the O
rder—

w
h

ich
 serves as its E

xecu
tive —

u
n

less th
ey h

ad
 

pledged them
selves to abstain from

 all religious rites. 
them

selves and their dependents. A
nd it has been re-

peatedly asserted, as by M
ayoux and others,  th

at n
o  

orthodox believer, C
atholic, P

rotestant,  or Jew
, could  

be a sincere F
reem

ason in F
rance." g T

hey w
ere not 

con
ten

t w
ith

 ru
lin

g religion
 ou

t of th
eir ow

n
 lives, 

they strove to penalize those w
ho practiced the C

atho-
lic religion

. W
itn

ess th
e scan

d
als in

 th
e arm

y u
n

- 

- 6 -- 

10  

covered
 early in

 th
e p

resen
t cen

tu
ry; th

e in
fam

ou
s 

"
in

d
ex slip

s"
 of th

e officers k
ep

t b
y th

e "
G

ran
d

 
L

odge," in w
hich a m

an's "qualifications" for advance-
m

en
t w

ere listed
. D

id
 h

e go to M
ass, or allow

 h
is 

w
ife an

d
 ch

ild
ren

 to go? D
id

 h
e sen

d
 h

is ch
ild

ren
 to 

a C
ath

olic sch
ool, or d

id
 h

e en
cou

rage h
is sold

iers 
to go to ch

u
rch

? N
o m

atter w
h

at h
is m

erits as a 
sold

ier, if h
e w

as gu
ilty of th

ese "
crim

es' h
e w

as 
kept in the least favorable quarters or dispatched to 
C

entral A
frica; other officers, favorably listed in the 

"fiches' (index slips), passed over his head to higher 
ran

k
, b

u
t h

e cou
ld

 secu
re n

o p
rom

otion
. T

h
is con

-
sp

iracy w
en

t on
 for fou

r years, from
 1901 to 1904; 

over 18,000 officers w
ere denounced by the "G

rand 
O

rient"; the evidence for all this has been published 
w

ith photographed copies of the "charges.' 
B

ut if this type of anti-C
atholic bigotry is confined 

to L
atin

 cou
n

tries, w
h

y ob
ject to M

ason
ry h

ere in
 

the U
nited States? Is it not unfair to hold A

m
erican 

M
ason

s resp
on

sib
le for w

h
at is said

 an
d

 d
on

e b
y 

E
uropean or M

exican M
asons? 

O
f cou

rse it w
ou

ld
 b

e, b
u

t w
e d

o n
ot h

old
 th

en
, 

resp
on

sib
le. N

everth
eless, th

ey b
elon

g to th
e sam

e 
organ

ization
. It is tru

e th
at in

 th
e p

ast, L
od

ges in
 

E
ngland and in this country have repudiated the phi-

losop
h

y of th
eir b

reth
ren

 in
 F

ran
ce, an

d
 h

ave con
-

dem
ned their atheism

 and irreligion.  B
u

t th
ere  is a

 
decided drift the other w

ay at least am
ong the M

asons 
o
f th

e  S
cottish

  R
ite in

 th
is cou

n
try.. In

 4917 th
e 

—
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them
 and our ow

n brethren. A
nd, in this w

orld crisis 
th

at h
as co

m
e u

p
o
n
 u

s, it seem
s to

 u
s th

at it b
e-

h
o
o

v
es u

s all to
 fo

rg
et o

u
r d

ifferen
ces, so

 far, at 
least, as to allow

 us to get the w
hole of F

reem
asonry 

together and act together intelligently and harm
oni-

ously for the good of the w
hole w

orld." 11  Incidentally 
th

e G
ran

d
 L

o
d
g
es o

f T
lassach

u
setts, an

d
 o

f T
ex

as, 
Icen

tu
ck

i -a-fid
-G

eo
d

o
 en

 o
rsirth

e G
ran

d
 

O
rien

t o
f F

ran
ce. It is co

n
stan

tly
 m

ain
tain

ed
 b

y
 

M
asonic authorities that M

asonry is one, not in rite 
or in governm

ent, but . "the doctrine of F
reem

asonry 
is everyw

here the sam
e: It is the body w

hich is un-
changeable—

rem
aining alw

ays the sam
e. T

he science 
an

d
 p

h
ilo

so
p
h
y
, th

e sy
m

b
o
lism

 an
d
 th

e relig
io

n
 o

f 
F

reem
asonry continue,-  and w

ill 'C
O

ntinue;to -b-e—
  the 

sam
e, w

herever true M
asonryis praE

tiF
id-." 12- 

U
nfortunately,it is likew

ise true—
that --ev

en
 in

 th
e 

w
ritings of A

m
erican M

asons, and in such M
asonic 

m
agazines as T

h
e N

ew
 A

g
e, referred to above, and 

T
he A

m
erican F

reem
ason, for B

lue L
odge m

em
bers, 

w
e fin

d
 am

p
le ev

id
en

ce o
f an

tag
o
n
ism

 to
 C

ath
o
lic 

C
h

ristian
ity

. P
articu

larly
 is th

is tru
e o

f th
e S

o
ttish

 
R

ite. T
his branch of A

m
erican F

reem
asonry adm

itted 
responsibility for sponsoring the anti-parochial school 
bill in O

regon in 1922. Its paper, T
he N

eW
 A

ge, con-
stantly publishes vicious diatribes against the C

atho-
lic C

hurch. 
In 1881 appeared the w

ell-know
n book of A

lbert  

G
rand L

odge of__C
alifornia_ado ted resolutions on this 

point: "W
hereas," they said, "it is pre-em

inentlyde-
--ik

ab
le th

at th
e 'U

n
iv

ersality
 o

f F
reem

aso
n
ry

,' n
o
 

less than the 'F
atherhood of G

od and the B
rotherhood

.  
o
f M

an
,' sh

all b
e so

m
eth

in
g
 m

o
re th

an
 an

 em
p
ty

 
p
h
rase, . . . N

o
w

, th
erefo

re, h
e it reso

lv
ed

, th
at a 

special com
m

ittee of five m
em

bers of this G
rand L

odge 
b

e ap
p

o
in

ted
 b

y
 th

e G
ran

d
 M

aster to
 rep

o
rt at th

e 
next annual com

m
unication som

e plan w
hereby, if 

possible, the breach betw
een F

rench and A
nglo-S

axon 
M

asonry m
ay be healed w

ithout the sacrifice on either 
side of any essential principle or m

atter of conscience; 
and be it further resolved, that any inhibition upon 
th

e rig
h
t o

f v
isitatio

n
 h

ereto
fo

re im
p
o
sed

 b
y
 th

is 
G

rand L
odge be, and the sam

e hereby is, m
odified in 

so
 far as it m

ay
 be necessary to allow

 and perm
it 

o
u
r b

reth
ren

 to
 h

o
ld

 M
aso

n
ic in

terco
u
rse w

ith
 th

e 
M

asons of F
rance, R

T
Igium

 and Italy, and to visit 
any of the lodges." 

T
he official m

agazine of the T
hirty-third D

egree, 
S

co
ttish

 R
ite, S

o
u
th

ern
 Ju

risd
ictio

n
, en

titled
 

T
he 

N
ew

 A
ge and published in W

ashington, D
. C

., com
-

m
enting on these resolutions in N

ovem
ber, 1917, said: 

"W
e h

av
e n

ev
er b

een
 ab

le to
 g

et o
u
t o

f o
u
r m

in
d
 

the idea that F
reem

asonry in this country has been 
to

o
 q

u
ick

 to
 cred

it th
e assertio

n
s o

f th
e Jesu

its( I). 
and others of the R

om
an H

ierarchy, and too slow
 to 

listen to any explanations or reasons offered by L
atin 

M
asons concerning the m

atters in dispute betw
een 

-
8

-
 



not know
 the C

atholic C
hurch, or they do not know

 
M

asonry. A
lbert P

ike w
rites as follow

s: 
"Jeru

salem
 . . . h

ad
 at len

g
th

 in
 its tu

rn
 lo

st th
e 

H
oly W

ord, w
hen a P

rophet, announced to the M
agi 

b
y
 th

e co
n
secrated

 star o
f In

itiatio
n
 (n

o
te th

e M
a-

sonic interpretation), cam
e to rend asunder the w

orn 
veil of the T

em
ple, in order to give to the C

hurch a 
new

 tissue of legends and sym
bols that still and ever 

conceals from
 the profane and ever preserves to the 

elect, th
e sam

e tru
th

s." "
 T

he E
lect, of course, are 

M
asons; the truth of the G

ospels hidden in its "leg-
ends and sym

bols" cannot be perceived by the "pro-
fane," 1. e., those w

ho are not M
asons. 

"T
h
is is th

e N
ew

 L
aw

, th
e W

o
rd

 fo
r w

h
ich

 th
e 

w
orld had w

aited and pined so long; and every true 
K

n
ig

h
t o

f th
e R

o
se (th

e R
o
se C

ro
ix

 d
eg

ree), w
ill 

revere the m
em

ory of H
im

 W
ho taught it, and look 

indulgently on those w
ho assign to H

im
 a character 

far above H
is ow

n conceptions or belief, even to the 
extent of deem

ing H
im

 divine." 15  T
h

e v
ery

 co
rn

er-
stone of O

rthodox C
hristianity, C

atholic and P
rotes-

tant, is the D
ivinity of C

hrist. W
hat fellow

ship can 
w

e hold w
ith those w

ho look upon us "indulgently" 
for this belief w

hich is an essential part of our C
hris-

tian faith? B
ut it is of the very nature of F

reem
asonry 

to be "broad" in its religious philosophy. M
asonry 

propagates no creed," says the sam
e author, "except 

its ow
n m

ost sim
ple and sublim

e one taught by N
ature 

P
ike, "M

orals and D
ogm

a of the A
ncient and A

ccepted 
S

co
ttish

 R
ite o

f F
reem

aso
n

ry
, P

rep
ared

 fo
r th

e S
u
-

p
rem

e C
o
u
n
cil o

f th
e T

h
ird

-th
ird

 D
eg

ree fo
r th

e 
S

outhern Jurisdiction of the U
nited S

tates, and P
ub-

lish
ed

 b
y
 its A

u
th

o
rity

." A
n
 E

n
cy

clo
p
ed

ia o
f F

ree-
m

asonry and its K
indred S

ciences: C
om

prising the 
W

h
o
le R

an
g
e o

f A
rts, S

cien
ces an

d
 L

iteratu
re, as 

C
onnected w

ith the Institution," appeared in P
hila-

d
elp

h
ia in

 1
9
0
6
, an

d
 w

as th
e w

o
rk

 o
f A

lb
ert G

. 
M

ack
ey

, M
.D

. D
r. M

ack
ey

 is also
 th

e au
th

o
r o

f 
"T

h
e S

y
m

b
o
lism

 o
f F

reem
aso

n
ry

: Illu
stratin

g
 an

d
 

E
xplaining Its S

cience and P
hilosophy, Its L

egends, 
M

yths, and S
ym

bols." A
ll three of these books con-

tain explanations of the N
ature of G

od, the historic 
truth of the S

acred S
criptures, and of revered sym

bols 
lik

e th
e C

ro
ss an

d
 th

e letters I. N
. R

. I. th
at m

u
st 

shock the religious sensibilities of believing C
hris-

tian
s." 

T
he "true" m

eaning of M
asonic sym

bols is not the 
one usually assigned by C

hristian believers, but rather 
is to

 b
e fo

u
n
d
 in

 th
e p

ag
an

 m
y
steries, 

o
r in

 
pre-

C
hristian religions. (S

ee quotations given by P
reuss 

on this subject, "A
m

erican F
reem

asonry," pages 45-
52.) 

F
urtherm

ore, w
hen w

e find the authenticity of 
the G

ospels and the D
ivinity of Jesus C

hrist treated 
as they are by representative M

asons, it m
ust also be 

clear to anyone that w
hen m

en say there- is nothing 
offensive to C

atholicity in M
asonry, they either do 

1
0
-
 

 



and R
eason. 

T
here has never been a false religion in 

the w
orld. T

he perm
anent one universal revelation is 

w
ritten in visible N

ature and explained by the reason 
and is com

pleted by the w
ise analogies of faith. T

here 
is but one true religion, one dogm

a, one legitim
ate 

belief." is 
A

nother short paragraph from
 M

orals and D
ogm

a 
is a sort of com

m
entary on this am

azing statem
ent 

th
at "th

ere h
as n

ev
er b

een
 a false relig

io
n
 in

 th
e 

w
orld." "C

atholicism
," says A

lbert P
ike, "w

as a vital 
truth in its earliest ages, but it becam

e obsolete, and 
P

rotestantism
 arose, flourished, and deteriorated. T

he 
d

o
ctrin

es o
f Z

o
ro

aster w
ere th

e b
est w

h
ich

 th
e th

e 
ancient P

ersians w
ere fitted to receive; those of C

on-
fucius w

ere fitted for the C
hinese; those of M

oham
m

ed 
for the idolatrous A

rabs of his age. 
E

ach w
as T

ruth 
fo

r th
e tim

e. 
E

ach w
as a G

ospel preacheg by a R
e-

fo
rm

er; an
d
 if an

y
 m

en
 are so

 little fo
rtu

n
ate as to

 
rem

ain content therew
ith, w

hen others have attained 
a h

ig
h
er tru

th
" —

 o
f co

u
rse, th

is h
ig

h
er tru

th
 is 

M
asonry—

"it is their m
isfortune and not their fault. 

T
hey are to be pitied for it and not persecuted."' 7  
T

h
is is th

e id
ea stated

 o
v
er an

d
 o

v
er ag

ain
 b

y
 

rep
resen

tativ
e M

aso
n

ic w
riters, n

o
t o

n
ly

 in
 Italy

, 
F

ran
ce an

d
 M

ex
ico

, b
u

t in
 th

ese U
n

ited
 S

tates. 
"M

asonry is T
H

E
 T

R
U

T
H

." Y
ou m

ay be a C
hristian, 

a H
in

d
u
, a Jew

, a M
o
h
am

m
ed

an
,—

an
y
 relig

io
n
 is 

"tru
e," w

hen 
interpreted in term

s of F
reem

asonry. 

-
 1

2
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P
erh

ap
s w

e can
 see n

o
w

 w
h

y
 P

o
p
e C

lem
en

t X
II 

accused the fraternity of having an unsectarian, nat-
uralistic character. A

 C
atholic of the tw

entieth cen-
tu

ry
 can

n
o
t ag

ree (an
d
 rem

ain
 a C

ath
o
lic), th

at th
e 

truth of his religion becam
e "obsolete" in the fourth 

or fifth century. A
 P

rotestant, if he is logical, should 
n
o
t rem

ain
 a P

ro
testan

t, if P
ro

testan
tism

 h
as "d

e-
teriorated." 

T
he question w

hether or not M
asonry is a religion 

is m
u
ch

 d
isp

u
ted

 b
y
 M

aso
n

s th
em

selv
es. W

e h
av

e 
seen at any rate, that M

asonic literature has decided 
view

s on religion, and pretends to interpret religion. 
S

urely no C
atholic w

ill have his religion interpreted 
for him

 except by those w
hom

 he believes are divinely 
appointed to do so. W

e believe that our C
hurch has 

been founded by Jesus C
hrist, the S

on of G
od, that 

H
e d

eleg
ated

 H
is teach

in
g

 au
th

o
rity

 to
 a g

ro
u

p
 o

f 
m

en w
ho speak in H

is N
am

e w
ith infallible certainty. 

T
h

is m
u
ch

 w
e are su

re o
f: th

at M
aso

n
ry

 h
as th

e 
o
u
tw

ard
 sem

b
lan

ce o
f a relig

io
n
; an

d
 th

at it h
as an

 
elab

o
rate ritu

al in
 larg

e p
art co

u
ch

ed
 in

 relig
io

u
s 

term
s. W

e k
n
o
w

, to
o
, th

at fo
r h

u
n
d
red

s o
f m

en
, 

M
asonry is the only religion they practice; they say 

so: "M
asonry is religion enough for us." 

S
o

m
e little lig

h
t is th

ro
w

n
 o

n
 th

is p
h

ase o
f th

e 
subject by a case brought before the C

ourt of A
ppeals 

of N
ew

 Y
ork, in 1905. R

obert K
opp, one tim

e M
aster 

of the L
odge of S

trict O
bservance, N

o. 94, w
as ex- 

- 1
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a
T

i 

It s
e

e
m

s
 c

le
a

r, th
e

re
fo

re
, th

a
t th

e
 p

o
s
itio

n
 o

f th
e

 
C

a
th

o
lic

 C
h
u
rc

h
 o

n
 th

e
 q

u
e
s
tio

n
 o

f F
re

e
m

a
s
o
n
ry

 is
 

q
u
ite

 ju
s
tifie

d
 o

n
 th

e
 re

lig
io

u
s
 is

s
u
e
 a

lo
n
e
. W

h
a
te

v
e
r 

m
a
y b

e
 th

e
 vie

w
s o

f in
d
ivid

u
a
l M

a
so

n
s, e

ve
n
 h

u
n
d
re

d
s 

o
f th

e
m

, h
o

w
e

v
e

r frie
n

d
ly

 w
h

o
le

 g
ro

u
p

s
 o

f th
e

m
 m

a
y
 

h
e
 to

 th
e
 C

h
u
rc

h
, F

re
e
m

a
s
o
n
ry

, a
s
 a

 S
o
c
ie

ty
, a

s
 a

 
S

y
s
te

m
, is

 a
n
ta

g
o
n
is

tic
 to

 th
e
 firs

t p
rin

c
ip

le
s
 o

f th
e
 

C
h

u
rc

h
. T

h
is

 is
 c

le
a

rly
 s

h
o

w
n

 b
y
 th

e
 o

ffic
ia

l d
e

c
la

ra
-

tio
n
s
 o

f th
e
 L

o
d
g
e
s
, a

n
d
 th

e
 p

u
b
lic

a
tio

n
s
 o

f re
p
re

-
se

n
ta

tive
 M

a
so

n
s.  

p
e
lle

d
 fro

m
 th

e
 fra

te
rn

ity
 fo

r a
n
 in

s
u
ltin

g
 le

tte
r h

e
 

w
ro

te
 to

 th
e
 G

ra
n
d
 M

a
ste

r o
f th

e
 S

ta
te

. F
o
r six ye

a
rs 

h
e
 fo

u
g
h
t to

 b
e
 re

in
sta

te
d
, a

n
d
 fin

a
lly th

e
 ca

se
 ca

m
e
 

to
 th

e
 C

o
u

rt o
f A

p
p

e
a

ls
. E

lb
u

rt C
ra

n
d

a
ll, th

e
 la

w
y
e

r 
fo

r th
e
 G

ra
n
d
 L

o
d
g
e
, p

ro
te

ste
d
 th

e
 rig

h
t o

f th
e
 co

u
rt 

to
 in

te
rfe

re
. H

e
 s

a
id

: "T
h
e
 rig

h
t to

 m
e
m

b
e
rs

h
ip

 in
 

th
e
 M

a
s
o
n
ic

 fra
te

rn
ity

 is
 v

e
ry

 m
u
c
h
 lik

e
 th

e
 rig

h
t to

 
m

e
m

b
e
rsh

ip
 in

 a
 ch

u
rch

. E
a
ch

 re
q
u
ire

s a
 ca

n
d
id

a
te

 
fo

r a
d
m

is
s
io

n
 to

 s
u
b
s
c
rib

e
 to

 c
e
rta

in
 a

rtic
le

s
 o

f re
-

lig
io

u
s b

e
lie

f, a
s a

n
 e

sse
n

tia
l p

re
re

q
u

isite
 to

 m
e

m
b

e
r-

sh
ip

. T
h
e
 p

re
ce

p
ts co

n
ta

in
e
d
 in

 'T
h
e
 L

a
n
d
m

a
rks a

n
d
 

th
e
 c

h
a
rg

e
s
 o

f a
 F

re
e
m

a
s
o
n
' fo

rm
u
la

te
 a

 c
re

e
d
 s

o
 

th
o
ro

u
g
h
ly re

lig
io

u
s in

 ch
a
ra

cte
r., th

a
t it m

a
y w

e
ll b

e
 

c
o
m

p
a
re

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 fo

rm
a
lly

 e
x
p
re

s
s
e
d
 d

o
c
trin

e
s
 o

f 
m

a
n
y
 a

 d
e
n
o
m

in
a
tio

n
a
l c

h
u
rc

h
. T

h
a
t th

e
 rig

h
t o

f 
m

e
m

b
e
rs

h
ip

 is
 n

o
t a

 rig
h
t o

f w
h
ic

h
 a

 c
iv

il c
o
u
rt w

ill 
ta

ke
 co

g
n
iza

n
ce

 h
a
s b

e
e
n
 fre

q
u
e
n
tly a

d
ju

d
ica

te
d
. T

h
e
 

civil co
u
rts ca

n
n
o
t d

e
cid

e
 w

h
o
 o

u
g
h
t to

 b
e
 m

e
m

b
e
rs 

o
f th

e
 ch

u
rch

, n
o
r w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 e

xco
m

m
u
n
ica

te
d
 h

a
ve

 
b
e
e
n
, ju

s
tly

 o
r u

n
ju

s
tly

, c
u
t o

ff fro
m

 th
e
 b

o
d
y
 o

f th
e
 

ch
u
rch

." la
 

If it is
 tru

e
 th

a
t M

a
s
o
n
ry

 h
a
s
 a

 c
re

e
d
 "s

o
 th

o
r-

o
u
g
h
ly re

lig
io

u
s in

 ch
a
ra

cte
r th

a
t it m

a
y w

e
ll b

e
 co

m
-

p
a
re

d
 w

ith
 th

e
 fo

rm
a
lly e

xp
re

sse
d
 d

o
ctrin

e
s o

f m
a
n
y 

a
 d

e
n
o
m

in
a
tio

n
a
l ch

u
rch

," th
e
n
 th

e
re

 is p
re

cise
ly th

e
 

sa
m

e
 re

a
so

n
 w

h
y a

 C
a
th

o
lic m

a
y n

o
t b

e
 a

 M
a
so

n
, a

s 
th

e
re

 is
 th

a
t a

 C
a
th

o
lic

 m
a
y
 n

o
t b

e
 a

 L
u
th

e
ra

n
 o

r a
 

B
a
p
tist,—

if h
e
 w

ish
e
s to

 re
m

a
in

 a
 C

a
th

o
lic. 

—
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(nam
e), in the presence of the G

reat A
rchitect of the 

U
niver  e do hereby and hereon m

ost solem
nly and 

sin
cerely

 sw
ear th

at I w
ill alw

ay
s h

ale (i. e., keep 
secret), conceal, and never reveal any part or parts, 
p

o
in

t o
r p

o
in

ts, o
f th

e secrets an
d
 m

y
steries o

f o
r 

belonging to M
asons; w

hat have been, shall now
, or 

m
ay hereafter be com

m
unicated to m

e,—
on no less 

a p
en

alty
, o

n
 th

e v
io

latio
n
 o

f an
y
 o

f th
em

, th
an

 to
 

have m
y throat cuL

across, m
ytirigru

e to
rn

im
it-b—y—

the_.  
root. S

O-  h
elp

 m
e G

o
d
!" " 

T
hree fundam

ental objections m
ay be m

ade to an 
o
ath

 o
f th

is k
in

d
 k

in
d
: (a) M

aso
n
ry

 h
as n

o
 rig

h
t to

 
im

pose it; (b) the candidate binds him
self to secrecy 

as regards things not yet m
ade know

n to him
; (c) no 

o
n
e h

as th
e law

fu
l rig

h
t to

 im
p
o
se th

e sen
ten

ce fo
r 

breaking the oath. 
T

h
e p

rin
cip

les o
f C

ath
o

lic teach
in

g
 ab

o
u
t o

ath
s 

are very sim
ple. T

here is a C
om

m
and of G

od that w
e 

m
u

st n
o
t tak

e H
is H

o
ly

 N
am

e in
 v

ain
, an

d
 th

ere-
fore the C

hurch insists that certain conditions m
ust 

be fulfilled before it is licit to take an oath. T
he first 

is, th
at w

e m
u

st g
iv

e carefu
l co

n
sid

eratio
n

 to
 th

e 
n
ecessity

 an
d
 u

tility
 o

f th
e o

ath
, fo

r to
 sw

ear w
ith

-
o
u
t a su

fficien
t reaso

n
 is o

b
v
io

u
sly

 a "v
ain

" u
se o

f 
G

o
d
's N

am
e. T

h
en

 w
e m

u
st b

e su
re o

f th
e tru

th
 o

f 
w

hat w
e say; and, finally, if w

e prom
ise som

ething 
under oath, w

e m
ust be sure w

e m
ay law

fully do the 
thing prom

ised. 
T

he M
asonic oath violates all of these principles. 
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T
H

E
 M

A
SO

N
IC

 O
A

T
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T
im

 second reason given by P
ope C

lem
ent X

II for 
his condem

nation of M
asonry in the eighteenth cen-

tury w
as the inscrutable secrecy and the oaths bind-

in
g
 to

 th
is secrecy

 p
racticed

 in
 th

e F
ratern

ity
. T

h
e 

oath of secrecy "still rem
ains an integral part of the 

system
 of F

reem
asonry; indeed, it is renew

ed in vaty-
ing form

s in the -  initiation cerem
ony of each successi've .  

degree. T
hrough C

lem
ent X

II's C
onstitution and the 

B
ulls of m

any subsequent P
ontiffs the C

hurch pro-
nounces such an oath to be im

m
oral in principle. It 

is im
p

o
sed

 b
y

 an
 au

th
o

rity
 w

h
ich

 h
as n

o
 ad

eq
u

ate 
sanction, differing in that respect from

 the oath ex-
acted

, fo
r ex

am
p
le, b

y
 a m

ag
istrate, a ju

d
g
e, o

r an
 

ecclesiastical superior w
ho are in their varying degrees 

the representatives of the com
m

onw
ealth or of G

od." 
T

here are m
any societies w

hich have secrets, and 
w

hich the C
hurch does not condem

n. C
ollege fraterni-

ties h
av

e secrets. T
h
e K

n
ig

h
ts o

f C
o
lu

m
b
u
s h

av
e 

secrets. It is th
e n

atu
re o

f th
e o

ath
 o

f secrecy
 an

d
 

the claim
 that it adm

its of no exception w
hich m

ake 
the M

asonic oath objectionable. T
he follow

ing oath 
is taken from

 the m
anual of the E

nglish lodges: "I 

- 1
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th
in

g
s?

 H
e
 h

a
s n

o
 m

e
a
n
s o

f kn
o
w

in
g
 u

n
til h

e
 is a

d
-

m
itte

d
 to

 th
e
 h

ig
h
e
r d

e
g
re

e
s, if h

e
 e

ve
r is. It is m

a
in

-
fa

in
e

d
 b

y A
lb

e
rt P

ike
 th

a
t "th

e
 M

a
so

n
ry o

f th
e

 h
ig

h
e

r 

degrees teaches the great truths of intellectual science; 

b
u

t a
s to

 th
e

se
, e

ve
n

 a
s to

 th
e

 ru
d

im
e

n
ts a

n
d

 first 
p

rin
cip

le
s, B

lu
e

 M
a

so
n

ry is a
b

so
lu

te
ly d

u
m

b
." 22  

It
 is tru

e
, o

f co
u

rse
, a

s D
r. C

o
o

p
e

r sa
ys, th

a
t th

e
re

 

ca
n

 b
e

 n
o

 se
cre

ts o
f a

n
y im

p
o

rta
n

ce
 in

 a
n

y o
f th

e
 

d
e

g
re

e
s o

f M
a

so
n

ry. "T
h

e
 g

re
a

t tru
th

s o
f in

te
lle

ctu
a

l 

scie
n

ce
" a

re
 ce

rta
in

ly n
o

t co
n

fin
e

d
 to

 T
h

irty-th
ird

 d
e

-
g

re
e

 M
a

so
n

s in
 th

is tw
e

n
tie

th
 ce

n
tu

ry. It is rid
icu

lo
u

s 
to

 m
a
ke

 a
n
y su

ch
 cla

im
. B

u
t a

t th
e
 sa

m
e
 tim

e
 it is 

u
n

e
th

ica
l a

n
d

 im
m

o
ra

l to
 d

e
ce

ive
 ca

n
d

id
a

te
s a

s to
 

th
e

se
 su

p
p

o
se

d
 "g

re
a

t tru
th

s" w
h

e
n

 th
e

y a
re

 u
n

d
e

r a
 

te
rrib

le
 o

a
th

 to
 ke

e
p

 se
cre

t w
h

a
t sh

a
ll b

e
 re

ve
a

le
d

 to
 

th
e

m
 in

 h
ig

h
e

r d
e

g
re

e
s. 

T
h

a
t th

is is d
o

n
e

 w
e

 kn
o

w
 fro

m
 th

e
 sa

m
e

 a
u

th
o

r: 
"T

h
e

 B
lu

e
 D

e
g

re
e

s, sa
ys A

lb
e

rt P
ike

, "a
re

 b
u

t th
e

 

o
u

te
r c

o
u

rt o
r p

o
rtic

o
 o

f th
e

 T
e

m
p

le
. P

a
rt o

f th
e

 
sym

b
o

ls a
re

 d
isp

la
ye

d
 th

e
re

 to
 th

e
 In

itia
te

, b
u

t h
e

 is 

in
te

n
tio

n
a
lly m

isle
d
 b

y fa
lse

 in
te

rp
re

ta
tio

n
s. It is n

o
t 

in
te

n
d
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 sh

a
ll u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
 th

e
m

; b
u
t it is in

-
te

n
d
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 sh

a
ll im

a
g
in

e
 h

e
 u

n
d
e
rsta

n
d
s th

e
m

. 
T

h
e
ir tru

e
 e

xp
lica

tio
n
 is re

se
rve

d
 fo

r th
e
 A

d
e
p
ts, th

e
 

P
rin

c
e

s
 o

f M
a

s
o

n
ry

. T
h

e
 w

h
o

le
 b

o
d

y
 o

f th
e

 R
o

y
a

l 

a
n

d
 S

a
ce

rd
o

ta
l A

rt w
a

s h
id

d
e

n
 so

 ca
re

fu
lly. ce

n
tu

rie
s 

sin
ce

, in
 th

e
 H

ig
h

 D
e

g
re

e
s, a

s th
a

t it is e
ve

n
 ye

t im
-

p
o
ssib

le
 to

 so
lve

 m
a
n
y o

f th
e
 e

n
ig

m
a
s w

h
ich

 th
e
y co

n
-

ta
in

. It is w
e

ll e
n

o
u

g
h

 fo
r th

e
 m

a
ss o

f th
o

se
 ca

lle
d
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T
h

e
re

 is
 n

o
 n

e
c
e

s
s
ity

 fo
r th

e
 o

a
th

, fo
r, "to

 lo
o

k
 a

t 
th

e
 m

a
tte

r se
n

sib
ly," sa

ys D
r. C

o
o

p
e

r, "w
h

a
t se

cre
ts 

o
f im

p
o
rta

n
ce

, a
fte

r a
ll, co

u
ld

 (h
ig

h
 d

e
g
re

e
) M

a
so

n
ry 

p
o
sse

ss in
 th

is d
a
y o

f e
d
u
ca

tio
n
 a

n
d
 cu

ltu
re

?
 P

h
ilo

-

so
p
h
ica

l o
r scie

n
tific se

cre
ts?

 N
o
 h

isto
ria

n
 o

f p
h
i-

losophy or of science could easily be persuaded of this. 

S
e

c
re

t p
ra

c
tic

a
l a

im
s
?

 B
u

t, a
s
 I s

h
a

ll try
 to

 m
a

k
e

 

cle
a
r, th

e
se

 a
im

s a
re

 a
n
 o

p
e
n
 b

o
o
k to

 a
n
yo

n
e
 w

ith
 

su
fficie

n
t lib

ra
ry fa

cilitie
s w

h
o

 ca
re

s to
 ta

ke
 th

e
 tim

e
 

to
 in

ve
stig

a
te

." 21  If th
e
re

 is
 n

o
th

in
g

- to conceal, w
hy 

co
n

ce
a

l it?
 Is th

e
 w

h
o

le
 th

in
g

 m
e

re
ly a

 g
ro

te
sq

u
e

 je
st 

to
 im

p
re

ss th
e
 ca

n
d
id

a
te

 w
ith

 a
n
 e

m
p
ty so

le
m

n
ity?

 
Is it m

e
re

ly p
la

y-a
ctip

g
 w

h
e

n
 h

e
 g

e
n

e
ro

u
sly o

ffe
rs to

 

h
a

v
e

 h
is

 th
ro

a
t c

u
t a

n
d

 h
is

 to
n

g
u

e
 to

rn
 o

u
t if h

e
 

b
re

a
ks th

e
 o

a
th

?
 S

u
p
p
o
se

 h
e
 d

o
e
s b

re
a
k it w

h
o
 is to

 
e
xe

cu
te

 th
e
 se

lf-im
p
o
se

d
 se

n
te

n
ce

?
 H

a
s M

a
so

n
ry 

p
o
w

e
r o

f life
 a

n
d
 d

e
a
th

 o
ve

r its m
e
m

b
e
rs?

 If it h
a
s 

n
o
t, th

e
n
 w

h
a
t d

o
 th

e
 w

o
rd

s
 m

e
a
n
?
 If th

e
y
 m

e
a
n
 

n
o

th
in

g
, th

e
n

 it is w
ro

n
g

 to
 u

se
 G

o
d

's N
a

m
e

 a
s a

 se
a

l 
fo

r su
ch

 a
n
 o

a
th

. If th
e
y a

re
 to

 b
e
 ta

ke
n
 lite

ra
lly th

e
n
 

M
a

so
n

ry is cle
a

rly u
su

rp
in

g
 a

n
 e

sse
n

tia
l p

re
ro

g
a

tive
 

o
f th

e
 S

ta
te

. 
F

u
rth

e
rm

o
re

, a
 m

a
n

 ca
n

n
o

t b
e

 su
re

 o
f th

e
 tru

th
 

o
f M

a
so

n
ic te

a
ch

in
g
, h

e
 ca

n
n
o
t b

e
 su

re
 h

e
 w

ill b
e
 

a
b

le
 to

 fu
lfill M

a
so

n
ic o

b
lig

a
tio

n
s, w

h
e

n
 h

e
 d

o
e

s n
o

t 

y
e
t k

n
o
w

 th
a
t te

a
c
h
in

g
 o

r th
o
s
e
 o

b
lig

a
tio

n
s
. T

h
e
 

o
a

th
 e

xp
re

ssly sta
te

s th
a

t th
e

 ca
n

d
id

a
te

 b
in

d
s h

im
-

se
lf to

 a
b

so
lu

te
 se

cre
cy e

ve
n

 a
s to

 th
in

g
s w

h
ich

 "m
a

y 
h

e
re

a
fte

r b
e

 co
m

m
u

n
ica

te
d

" to
 h

im
. W

h
a

t a
re

 th
o

se
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M
asons to im

agine that all is contained in the B
lue 

D
egrees; and w

ho so attem
pts to undeceive them

 w
ill 

labor in vain, and w
ithout any true rew

ard violate his 
o

b
lig

atio
n

s as an
 A

d
ep

t. M
aso

n
ry

 is th
e v

eritab
le 

S
phinx, buried to the head in the sands heaped round 

it b
y
 th

e ag
es." 22  

H
ere are som

e illum
inating statem

ents truly. "T
he 

m
ass o

f th
o

se called
 M

aso
n

s are th
e th

o
u

san
d

s o
f 

lodge m
em

bers in the low
er degrees w

ho have no in-
terest in

 g
o

in
g

 h
ig

h
er; th

ey
 art co

n
ten

t th
at th

ey
 

h
av

e b
een

 ad
m

itted
 to

 th
e F

ratern
ity

 an
d
 are en

-
titled

 to
 call th

em
selv

es M
aso

n
s. B

u
t "th

ey
 are in

-
tentionally m

isled by false interpretations,' and there-
fore know

 not w
hat their brother M

asons in higher 
degrees know

, and these latter violate their oath if 
th

ey
 try

 to
 en

lig
h
ten

 th
em

. M
aso

n
s are v

ery
 ap

t to
 

becom
e indignant if w

e tell them
 they do not know

 
w

hat M
asonry m

eans. T
he greatest M

asonic author-
ity that ever lived in the.U

nited S
tates says this is so, 

and w
e believe he know

s w
hat M

asonry m
eans. 

A
 personal experience m

ay give point to this state-
m

ent. In a friendly discussion w
ith a m

an w
ho w

as 
p
ast m

aster o
f a L

o
d
g
e in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 an
d
 w

h
o
 h

ad
 

b
een

 a m
em

b
er o

f th
e G

ran
d

 L
o

d
g

e o
f th

e S
tate, I 

called attention to som
e particularly violent attacks 

on the C
atholic C

hurch and on R
eligion in general. 

that had appeared in T
h
e N

ew
 A

g
e and in other M

a•
'  

sonic publications. H
e w

as fair enough to say w
hen 

he had verified m
y quotations, that w

hat he read,—
 

- 2
0
 - 

ra 

I quote him
 exactly,—

"gave m
e quite a shock, for I 

had not dream
ed that any M

ason or body of M
asons, 

or any publication concerning M
asonry in the U

nited 
S

tates of A
m

erica had ever been guilty of the senti-
m

en
ts m

en
tio

n
ed

." H
e h

ad
 b

een
 o

f th
e o

p
in

io
n

, as 
so

 m
an

y
 o

th
ers are, th

at th
e C

ath
o
lic C

h
u

rch
 w

as 
n
arro

w
 b

ecau
se sh

e w
o
u
d
 n

o
t p

erm
it h

er m
em

b
ers 

to becam
e M

asons, and that the C
hurch entirely m

is-
u
n
d
ersto

o
d
 M

aso
n
ry

. T
h
e fact is th

at it is M
aso

n
s, 

m
any hundreds of them

, w
ho m

isunderstand M
asonry. 

O
n
e o

th
er statem

en
t in

 th
e last q

u
o
tatio

n
 fro

m
 

A
lbert P

ike's book calls for a w
ord of com

m
ent. H

e 
in

tim
ates th

at F
reem

aso
n

ry
 is v

ery
, an

cien
t; its 

secrets w
ere h

id
d

en
 "cen

tu
ries sin

ce, in
 th

e H
ig

h
 

D
eg

rees." T
h
at is p

u
re leg

en
d
 w

ith
o
u
t a sh

red
 o

f 
history to support it. M

ost preposterous and extrava-
gant claim

s have been advanced for the antiquity of 
th

e F
ratern

ity
. "W

e m
ay

 trace th
is vei,y institution," 

says A
lb

ert G
. M

ack
ey

, "w
ith

 an
 o

ld
er b

u
t n

o
t d

is-
sim

ilar fo
rm

, in
 th

e M
aso

n
ic g

u
ild

s o
f E

u
ro

p
e; in

 
the corporations of the S

tone-m
asons of G

erm
any; in 

the traveling F
reem

asons of the M
iddle A

ges, and con-
nect it w

ith the C
olleges of A

rchitects of R
om

e." 24  
It is a slig

h
t strain

 o
n

 o
n

e's cred
u

lity
 to

 b
e ask

ed
 

to
 b

eliev
e th

at th
e B

u
ild

ers' G
u
ild

s o
f th

e M
id

d
le 

A
ges, w

hich erected the m
agnificent G

othic C
athe-

d
rals o

f E
u

ro
p

e, th
at p

ro
d

u
ced

 th
e M

y
stery

 an
d

 
M

o
rality

 P
lay

s to
 g

iv
e ex

p
ressio

n
 to

 faith
 in

 G
o

d
's 

R
ev

elatio
n
 an

d
 th

eir lo
v
e fo

r Jesu
s C

h
rist an

d
 th

e 

-2
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575. 
rr  

 

III 

M
A

S
O

N
R

Y
 A

N
D

 T
H

E
 S

T
A

T
E

 

T
H

E
 last reaso

n
 g

iv
en

 b
y

 P
o
p

e C
lem

en
t X

II fo
r 

h
is C

o
n
d

em
n

atio
n

 o
f F

reem
aso

n
ry

 w
as th

e d
an

g
er 

w
hich such societies involve for the security and tran-

q
u
illity

 o
f th

e state. T
h
e P

o
p
e w

as b
y
 n

o
 m

ean
s 

alone in seeing this danger. B
efore he took any action 

against the organization the P
rotestant G

overnm
ents 

of H
olland (1735), S

w
eden, and G

eneva (1738), had 

all taken m
easures to prohibit M

asonry. T
hese w

ere 

follow
ed by Z

urich (1740), and B
erne (1745). E

vents 

have proved conclusively that m
uch m

ischief has been 

done in the various countries of E
urope to say noth-

ing of M
exico and S

outh A
m

erica by M
asonic plots 

ag
ain

st th
e estab

lish
ed

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

ts. "It w
as in

 th
e 

great _m
eeting of the F

reem
asons - in

 F
ran

k
fu

rt-o
n

-

M
ain, three 

years before  th
e
 (F

re
n
.h

rrte-i-rolution 

-began, that- the  death  of L
ouis X_

 V
I ;ri-d----GlistA

V
us--tii 

of S
w

eden w
as first planned." 2-8  In

 la
t—er-  reyolution-

ary m
ovem

enfihi-T
rance, Italy, S

pam
, P

ortugal,_and 

ev
en

 as recen
tly

 as th
e Y

o
u
n
g
 Turkish  rev

o
lt, th

e 
 u

_
 

L
o

d
g

es to
o

k
 an

 activ
e p

art, as th
eir ow

n m
em

bers 
testified and as non-M

asonic historians w
ere able to 

prove.29  

—
13-- 

S
aints, that these sam

e C
atholics practiced sym

bolic 

rites w
h
ich

 w
e are to

ld
 h

av
e th

eir tru
est an

d
 m

o
st 

au
th

en
tic in

terp
retatio

n
 in

 th
e an

cien
t P

ag
an

 M
y

s-

teries. 
B

ut w
hy stop at the M

iddle A
ges? O

ther M
asonic 

w
riters claim

 K
ing S

olom
on as their "first M

ost E
xcel-

len
t G

ran
d
 M

aster!" 25  an
d
 th

ere are still o
th

ers 

w
hose theory it is "that the principles of the P

ure or 

P
rim

itive F
reem

asonry w
ere preserved in the race of 

S
eth!"

29  W
h
at is term

ed
 b

y
 so

m
e "th

e rev
iv

al o
f 

M
aso

n
ry

 in
 th

e eig
h
teen

th
 cen

tu
ry

" is really
 th

e 

beginning of speculative M
asonry, the international 

society, that w
e are fam

iliar w
ith in our day. Its ow

n 

better historians of the last fifty years adm
it M

asonry 

w
as born w

hen the G
rand L

odge w
as established in 

E
ngland, June 24, 1717. 21  -

2
2
-
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tin
en

tal M
aso

n
ry

, ev
en

 o
n

ly
 so

 far as th
ey

 are re-
co

rd
ed

 in
 M

aso
n
ic jo

u
rn

als an
d
 th

e p
u
b
lish

ed
 p

ro
-

ceedings of C
onventions, etc., the fact at once becom

es 
plain that an im

m
ense effort is being m

ade to break 
d
o
w

n
 n

atio
n
al b

arriers, en
tirely

 in
 th

e in
terest o

f a 
future U

nivers - al R
ep

u
b
lic o

f M
aso

n
ry

,)w
h
ich

 is to
 

fo
llo

w
 in

 th
e fo

o
tstep

s o
f th

e F
ren

ch
 R

ev
o
lu

tio
n
.k

 
the banquet celebrated in connection w

ith the C
on-

v
en

tio
n
.,o

f 1
9

2
3
, th

e P
resid

en
t o

f th
e G

en
eral A

s-
sem

bly of the G
rand O

rient proposed a toast w
hich 

w
as receiv

ed
 w

ith
 en

th
u
siastic ap

p
lau

se: 'T
o
 th

e 
F

rench R
epublic, the daughter of F

rench M
asonry; 

(to the U
niversal R

epublic of tom
orrow

 the daughter 
of U

niversal M
asO

ary.1 In view
 of-this- coniiim

m
ation 

the leading spirits of the C
raft, finding a convenient 

stronghold in S
w

itzerland, have strained every nerve 
to bring about the cordial co-operation of the M

asons 
of F

rance, B
elgium

, Italy, etc., w
ith those of C

entral 
E

u
ro

p
e, an

d
 m

o
re esp

ecially
 to

 b
reak

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e 
ban decreed against the G

rand O
rient by their breth-

ren
 o

f E
n

g
lish

 sp
eech

. T
h

ey
 w

o
u
ld

 fain
 m

ak
e th

e 
L

eague of N
ations their tool in realizing the project 

of a godless universal republic; though, so_ far,_they 
have happiliT

hiet w
ith scant success in any of these 

designs.. Still- the cry ofthe brotherhoods of m
any is 

a specious one and the danger cannot be ignored." 32  
P

erhaps, after all, the P
opes have been right. E

ven 
so w

ise a diplom
at as P

ope L
eo X

III in his condem
-

nation of M
asonry said of it, that "it has succeeded 

—
25-- 

•  

B
y 

their very nature, secret societies  len
d

  th
em

-
selves to plotting, especially w

hen they have a definite 
-0-fiilosophy  as M

asonry has. W
e have already referred 

. 	
- 

to the scandalous injustice perpetrated
-e

- 	
tilfed

-b3ithe G
rand

- 
C

ab-O
a-  offices in the F

rench A
rm

y._ 
W

as th
afp

airiiitis-m- to 	
it seeking the best inter- 

ests of their-  country to prevent capable soldiers from
 

securing positions of com
m

and and authority sim
ply 

because they w
ere not M

asons?" 
P

ro
fesso

r Jo
h
n
 R

o
b
iso

n
, a M

aso
n
 o

f th
e m

o
re 

m
oderate E

nglish type, w
as so scandalize by w

hat 
he had seen and heard in C

ontinental M
asonic L

odges 
th

at h
e w

ro
te a b

o
o

k
 co

n
d

em
n

in
g
 th

em
, en

titled
. 

P
ro

o
fs o

f a
 C

o
n
sp

ira
cy A

g
a
in

st A
ll th

e R
elig

io
n
s a

n
d
 

G
overnm

ents of E
urope, in w

hich he says: "N
ot only 

are secret so-  C
ieties dangerous, but all societies w

hose 
o

b
ject is m

y
sterio

u
s. T

h
e w

h
o

le h
isto

ry
 o

f m
an

 is 
a p

ro
o
f o

f th
is p

o
sitio

n
. In

 n
o
 ag

e o
r co

u
n
try

 h
as 

there ever appeared a m
ysterious association w

hich 
d
id

 n
o
t in

 tim
e b

eco
m

e a p
u
b
lic n

u
isan

ce." A
n
d
 

ag
ain

: "In
 ev

ery
 q

u
arter o

f E
u
ro

p
e w

h
ere F

ree-
m

asonry has been established the L
odges have becom

e 
hotbeds of public m

ischief." 81  
R

ight in our ow
n _day the activities of C

ontinental 
M

asons indicate a spirit that is a m
enace-to

-the stabil-
ity of E

uropean nations and international peace. In 
a recen

t article, R
ev

. H
erb

ert T
h
u
rsto

n
, w

h
o

m
 w

e 
have quoted above, says: "T

o_ anyone w
ho w

ill take 
the trouble to investigate the recent activities of con- 

- 2
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T

N
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T
E

S
 

1
 "

B
u

ll"
 is th

e
 n

a
m

e
 o

f a
 p

a
r
tic

u
la

r
 k

in
d

 o
f P

a
p

a
l d

o
c
u

m
e
n

t, so
-

c
a
lle

d
 fr

o
n

t th
e
 "

b
u

lls"
 o

r
 se

a
l a

ffix
e
d

 th
e
r
e
to

. 

2
 S

ee C
ath

o
lic E

n
cyclo

p
ed

ia. 
a

r
t. "

M
a

so
n

r
y

,"
 v

o
l. is., p

p
. 7

8
6

, 7
8

7
. 

fo
r
 n

a
m

e
s o

f th
e
se

 r
u

m
s, n

a
m

e
s a

n
d

 d
a
te

s o
f th

e
 c

o
n

d
e
m

n
a
tio

n
s, a

n
d

 
su

m
m

a
r
y

 o
f th

e
 r

e
a

so
n

s. 

3
 C

o
o

p
e
r
, "

F
r
e
e
m

a
so

n
r
y

, S
ite

 a
n

d
 C

h
u

r
c
h

,"
 

T
h

e
 E

c
c

le
s

ia
s

tic
a

l 
R

e-
view

. 
J

u
ly

, 1
9

1
7

, p
. 6

0
. 

in
 en

terin
g all classes of society, an

d
 form

s an
  in

- 
a
n

d
ifresp

o - risib
le state existin

g w
ith

in
 th

e 
legit<m

afe state," F
or th

is reason
; th

en
, asviell -

s 
a-  ro

r 
th

e tw
o
 rea

so
n

s a
lrea

d
y
 ex

p
la

in
ed

, n
a
m

ely
, th

a
t 

M
ason

ry is u
n

sectarian
 an

d
 n

atu
ralistic in

 its re-
ligious philosophy, thus inducing religious indifferent-
ism

; an
d

 b
ecau

se its oath
 is ob

jection
ab

le from
 th

e 
view

p
oin

t of C
ath

olic teach
in

g, n
o C

ath
olic m

ay b
e 

a M
ason

. 
4 C

ath
o

lic E
n

cyclo
p

ed
ia, 

ix
., p

. 7
7
3
. 

0
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h
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a
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ie
w

 
(E

n
g
lish

), 
"

F
r
e
e
m

a
so

n
s in

 F
r
a

n
c
e
,"

 J
u

ly
, 1

9
0

5
. 

9
 B

a
rry

, o
p
. cll. 

Ill Q
u

o
ted

 in
 
O

u
r S

u
n

d
a
y
 V

is
ito

r, 
A

p
r
il 2

9
, 1

9
2

3
. 

1
1

 Ib
id

. 

1
2

 M
a

ck
ey

, 
E

n
c
y
c
lo

p
e
d

ia
 o

f F
re

e
m

a
s
o

n
ry

, 
p

. 6
5

0
. 

1
3

 M
a

c
k

e
y

, "
S

y
m

b
o

lism
."

 p
p

. 1
8

7
-1

8
9

; 
E

n
cyclopedia, 

p
. 3

9
0

; P
ik

e
. 

M
orals an

d D
ogm

a, 
p

p
. 5

7
4

, 7
5

7
, 7

7
1

; o
n

 th
e
 n

a
tu

r
e
 o

f G
o

d
. 

1
6
1
  

1
4
 M

o
rals 

an
d D

ogm
a, 

p
. 2

0
8
. 

1
3
 M

id. 
p

. 3
1
0
. 

1
9

 P
ik

e, 
T

h
e

 In
n

e
r S

a
n

c
tu

a
ry

. 
i., 2

7
1
: q

u
o
te

d
 

in 
C

a
th

o
lic

 E
n
c
y
c
lo

 
patio, is.. 7

7
9
, 7

8
0
. 

1
7
 P

a
g
e 3

8
, q

u
o
ted

 b
y
 P

IT
U

IS
A

, o
p

. cit., 
p

. 2
4
9
. 

—
2

1
-- 

-a
b
-
 



1
8

 K
o

p
p

 v
s. W

h
ile

, 3
0

 C
iv

il P
r
o

c
e
d

u
r
e
 R

e
p

o
r
ts, 3

5
2

. 	
_ 

ID
 R

ev
. H

erb
ert T

h
u

rsto
n

, S
.J

., F
reem

aso
n

ry, p
. 7

, C
. T

. S
. P

u
b

lic
a
tio

n
. 

2
0
 Q

u
o
te

d
 b

y
 R

e
v
. C

. C
o
p

p
e
n

s, S
.J

., 'T
h

e
 L

a
w

s o
f th

e
 C

h
u

r
c
h

 w
ith

 

R
e
g

a
r
d

 to
 S

e
c
r
e
t S

o
c
ie

tie
s,"

 in
 

A
m

e
ric

a
n

 C
a
th

o
lic

 Q
u

a
rte

rly
 R

e
v
ie

w
, 

v
., 2

4
5

. 

2
1

 T
h

e 
E

cclesiastical R
eview

, 
J

u
n

e
, 1

9
1

1
, p

. 5
9

8
; "

M
a

so
n

r
y

's T
w

o
 

H
u

n
d

r
e
d

th
 B

ir
th

d
a

y
,"

 O
n

 th
is sa

m
e
 p

a
g

e
 D

r
. C

o
o

p
e
r
 sta

te
s th

a
t b

e
 

h
a
s h

a
d

 a
c
c
e
ss "

to
 se

v
e
r
a
l th

o
u

sa
n

d
 v

o
lu

m
e
s o

f M
a
so

n
ic

 lite
r
a
tu

r
e
. 

th
e
 m

a
jo

r
ity

 o
f th

e
m

 r
e
p

r
e
se

n
tin

g
 A

n
g

lo
-S

a
x

o
n

 M
a

so
n

r
y

. T
h

is a
n

d
 th

e
 

su
c
c
e
e
d

in
g

 a
r
tic

le
s (J

u
ly

 a
n

d
 A

u
g

u
st) a

r
e
 b

a
se

d
 o

n
 a

 stu
d

y
 o

f a
 se

le
c
te

d
 

list 
o
f a

b
o
u

t tw
o
 h

u
n

d
r
e
d

 o
f th

e
 m

o
r
e
 im

p
o
r
ta

n
t w

o
r
k

s a
n

d
 a

r
tic

le
s."

 

2
2

 Q
u

o
ted

 In
 O

u
r S

u
n

d
a
y
 V

is
ito

r, 
A

p
r
il 2

9
, 1

9
2

3
. 

2
3

 M
o

ra
ls

 a
n

d
 D

o
g

m
a
, 

p
. $

1
9
, q

u
o
te

d
 b

y
 P

r
e
u

ss, p
p

. 1
2
, 1

3
. 

2
4
 E

n
cyclo

p
ed

ia o
f F

reem
aso

n
ry, 

p
. 2

9
7
, q

u
o
te

d
 b

y
 P

r
e
u

ss. p
. 3

4
7
 

R
itu

alist, 
p

. 6
1

, q
u

o
te

d
 b

y
 P

r
e
u

ss, p
. 1

3
5

. 

2
6

 E
n

cyclo
p

ed
ia, 

p
. 2

0
8

, q
u

o
te

d
 b

y
 P

r
e
u

ss, p
. 3

3
0

. 

2
7

 C
o

o
p

er, 
o

p
. c

it., 
J
u

n
e
, 1

9
1
7

, p
. 5

9
1
. 

2
8
 W

eb
ster, 

T
h

e
 F

re
n

c
h

 R
e
v
o

lu
tio

n
, 

q
u

o
te

d
 b

y
 T

h
u

r
sto

n
, 

o
p

. 
c
it..  

p. 9
. 

2
9
 C

ath
o

lic E
n

cyclo
p

ed
ia, 

ix
., 7

3
1
. 

3
0
 S

u
p

r
a

, p
p

. 6
, 7

. 

Q
u

o
te

d
 b

y
 T

h
u

r
sto

n
, p

p
. 8

, 9
. 

3
2

 T
h

u
r
sto

n
, "

T
h

e
 C

h
u

r
c
h

's In
te

r
n

a
tio

n
a

l E
n

e
m

y
,"

 In
 

T
h

e
 M

o
n

th
 

N
o

vem
b

er, 
3

9
2

6
, p

, 3
9

4
. 

—
 2

8
 —

 

C
. S

. P
. 

H
ave you ever w

ondered w
hat these letters 

m
eant after a priest's nam

e? 

T
h

ey are th
e first th

ree letters of th
ree 

L
atin

 w
ord

s, "
C

on
gregatio S

an
cti P

au
li"

—
"

T
h

e C
on

gregation
 of S

ain
t P

au
l"

, b
etter 

know
n as th

e P
au

list F
ath

ers. S
ain

t P
au

l, a 
con

vert h
im

self an
d

 on
e of th

e great con
-

vert-m
ak

ers in
 th

e h
istory of th

e C
h

u
rch

, is 
th

e p
rin

cip
al p

atron
 of th

e P
au

list F
ath

ers. 

T
he P

aulist F
athers are a society of A

m
er-

ican
 m

ission
ary p

riests fou
n

d
ed

 n
early on

e 
h

u
n

d
red

 years ago in
 N

ew
 Y

ork
 C

ity b
y 

F
ath

er Isaac H
eck

er. H
is fon

d
est h

op
e w

as 
th

at on
e d

ay ou
r cou

n
try w

ou
ld

 b
e a C

ath
-

olic n
ation

. S
in

ce 1858 th
e P

au
list F

ath
ers 

h
ave tak

en
 a lead

in
g role in

 b
rin

gin
g th

eir 
fellow

-A
m

ericans to the know
ledge and love 

of Jesus C
hrist. T

hey have used every m
eans 

availab
le an

d
 h

ave even
 p

ion
eered

 in
 m

an
y 

slew
 m

ethods of spreading the faith and w
in-

n
in

g sou
ls to C

h
rist. T

o th
in

k
 of con

vert 
w

ork
 in

 A
m

erica is to th
in

k
 of th

e P
au

list 
F

athers. 
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