
CUBANS IN MIAMI 
,CRESS FOR POWER 

Long-Passive Refugees Now 

Active in Political Life 

	

Special 	 nines 

MIAMI, July 28 — Cuban 
refugees, who account for one- 

iurth of this area's 1.3-mil-
lion population, are beginning 

to flex their political muscles. 
In the last two or three 

years, the refugees have been 
becoming American citizens and 
voters by the thousands. After 
a long period of uninterest in 
local affairs they are also be-
coming politically active. 

There are some 300,000 ex-
iles in Dade County (greater 
Miami). Only about half of the 
80,000 eligible Cubans have reg-
tstered to vote, and a drive Is 
under way to register the rest 
before the Presidential election. 
' Since over 80 per cent of 

'the new Cuban voters register. 
Republican, they could radical-
ly change the status of politi-
cal forces in Dade, now a Dem-
ocratic bastion. 

A number of Cuban civic 
groups have sprung up here of 
lite, too. In contrast with the 
'now moribund anti-Castro or-
ganizations of the 1960's, these 
groups are principally aimed 
at participating in community 
'affairs. 

Leaders in Mid-30's 

--The new Cuban community 
leaders are in their middle 30's. 
Educated in this country, they 
are versed in operating within 
the American political system. 
,The older, pre-Castro exiled 
-politicians seem to have faded 
away. 

Earlier this month, chiefly as 
A. result of lobbying by various 
Spanish-speaking groups, the 
City of Miami named its first 
Cuban-born Commissioner. 

"This is just the beginning," 
said the Commissioner, Mano-
lo Reboso, a 38-year-old United 
States-trained architect and a 
veteran of the 1961 Bay of Pigs 
invasion. 

whir Reboso, a registered Dem-
ocrat and former aide to Gov. 
Reubin Askew, is no kin to 
Bebe Rebozo, President Nix-
on's Key Biscayne friend. 

In the near future, Mr. Re-
boso said, hundreds of Gov-
eminent jobs at all levels will 
beefilled by Cubans. 

"1 hope," the Commissioner 
added, "that before November, 

	

1973, when 	run for re-elec- 
tion, Miami will be officially 
Jeeignated a bilingual city." 
- In -a larger sense, the an-
viatment 

here as -arecognition by loc 1 
power brokers that for the pu -
pose of racial balance the 
ridahr. to. be a "Cuban sea ' 
on Miami's City Commissio . 
Vae existence of a "black sea ' 
anti a Jewish seat" on diffe 
ea elective bodies has bee 
taken for granted here f 
Many years. 

- 	Influence by Votes 

"Our aim now is to exec 
vise influence through our vol 
ing strength,' said Armand 
L'acasa, head of a civic orgar 
ization called Cubans Unite 
for Betterment and New Oppor 
tunities and Services. 
, "We are the largest minor 
ity in Dade County. In a shor 
time we have attained an eco 
nomic power, and now we haw 
to unite to attain political pow 
er," added Mr. Lacasa, who 
qne of the promoters of a vat 
er registration drive among Cu 

• - The refugees are also slow. 
ly if gingerly establishing work-
iag relations with other minori-
ties: Puerto Ricans, Mexican-
Americans and the blacks. 

An alliance between the Cu-
bans and the blacks in Dade 
County has been advocated by 
Mrac Lesnik, editor and owner 
of-Replica, a Spanish-language 
Weekly news magazine pub-
lished here. 

"Powerful local interests are 
afraid of it and are trying to;  
thwart this alliance which could) 
result in a political power baser 
without parallel in the coun-
ty" Mr. Lesnik added. 

'However, Cubans are far 
from being united themselves 
fca` political action. There are 
two bitterly quarreling. Repub-
liCan factions in Miami, and a 
group that supports the Demo-
cratic Presidential nominee, 
George McGovern. 	f 

',One G.O.P. group is headed 
by' Edsolo Buttari, national 
chfairm a 	 uban-Ameri- 
cans for Nixon  irTIMI7-end 
tge'oTherTY Duel Suarez, 
a young Miami awy 

The Cubans for McGovern 
Committee, whose chairman Is 
36:-.year-old Bay of Pigs veter-
an,: V,ancisco Gonzalez, has 
about 50 actiVe TITITItteTT, man 
of :them professionals, includ-
ing••college and university pro-
fessors. 

The exiles' transition from 
being totally Cuba-oriented to 
becoming American-Cubans has 
been long and difficult. The 
large-scale Cuban exodus to the 
United States began in 1960. 
But: not until five years later 
did most of the refugees seem' 
to realize that, with the goy 
ernment of Premier Fidel Cas-
tro firmly in power, they were 
here to stay. 

For the next five years, they '  
turned to economic pursuits, 
and many did remarkably well. 
But only about two years ago 
they began to articulate in-
terest in local affairs accom-
panied by complaints of "tax-
ation without representation." 


