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- Cuban Exile Bosch Defends

By Joanne Omang
Washington Post Forsign Ssrvies

BUENOS AIRES—Cuban exile Or-
lando Bosch, considered a guiding
force of militant antl-Castro Cubans,
has spoken from his prison cell in
Venezuela to defend his movement's
use of violence and to complain again
ol.“miserable” treatment at the hands
of the FBI and the Central Intelli-
gence Agency.

In a rambling, written response to
auestions submitted to his attorney,
Bosch, 49, a former Miami pedia-
trician, said that his movement’s mem-
ber groups want “to destroy the vio-
lent tyranny by all methods, and of
course . ., including violence.”

Bosch has been jailed in Caracas
since late last year, awaiting trial on
murder charges in connection with the
death of 73 persons in the crash of a
Cuban airliner off the coast of Bar-
bados Oet. 6. Venezuelan authorities
say they have evidence that the plane
went down after a bomb planted
aboard it by Cuban’ exiles exploded.

In addition to the Venezuelan
charges, Bosch is wanted in the United
States for parole violation and for
questioning in connection with the
assassination in Washington last Sep-
tember of exiled former Chilean
Foreign Minister Orlando Letelier.

According to sources close to the
Investigation, U.S. investigators be-
lieve that Cuban exiles may have kill-
ed Letelier for pay. Bosch is not
believed to be a target of that in-
vestigation, but the Venezuelan gov-
ernment hag thwarted U.S. authorities’
attempts to question him.

In his letter from prison, Bosch said
he visited Chile and other South
American countries in late 1975 and
early 1976 to forge agreements with
indlviduals and groups “of identical
purpose.”

Asked whether he had received ald
from the Chilean government, he said
he has never had “direct or indirect
relations of any kind” with Chilean
authorities,

Allegedly trained by the CIA before

the Bay of Pigs invasion, Bosch was a
leader of anti-Castro terrorists op-
erating in Miami in the 1960s.

After being jailed six times on vari-
ous charges, he was finally convicted
in 1968 of firing a bazooka at a Polish
ship in Biscayne Bay. He served four
vears of a 10-year sentence, was pa-
roled and went underground.

When CIA activities against Castro
ostensibly ceased, militant Cuban
exiles became embittered. Bosch was
one of the first exile leaders to turn
against the CIA, bitterly denouncing
the agency in the mid-1960s for “dis-
persing, dividing and destroying the
anti-Castro revolution.”

He said he is “one of the chief lead-
ers” of the United Hevolutionary Com-
mand, known as CORU. The organi-
zation reportedly was formed in Costa
Rica last June during a meeting of
anti-Castro groups.

“CORU is the armed branch of
Cuban honor and resistance, forged
in words and action,” Bosch said,
“CORU has its base anywhere and
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everywhere. For obvious reasons its
headquartérs is secret [but] it egnstﬁ
as a perfectly integrated organization,

His own fate would not affect
CORU's future, Bosch said, adding
that it is “very large, well organized
into cells and has sufficient resources
that one or 20 reverses can't destroy
it"

Skepties in the Cuban exile com-
munity in Miami have expressed doubt
as to CORU’s strength, theorizing that
it existed only at the time of its found-

mf\sked about his relations with the
CIA and the FBI, Bosch said: “In the
Cuban case and in mine in particular
both the CIA and FBI have conducted
themselves in a miserable manner.
They follow us, they confiscate our

arms, threatened us and they put us :

in jail.

“Nevertheless, New York and
Miami are full of Castro infiltrators
and I don't see any action against
them anywhere,” he added.

In his prison responses, Bosch charg-

ed that “Castro appears to be headed
toward an immoral agreement with

[U.S. President Jimmy] Carter,” an .

apparent reference to Castro’s state-
mpelixt early this year that he thinks it
is possible to normalize relations be-
tween Cuba and the United States,
and would be glad to talk with Carter.

Concerning his visits to other Latin
American countries, Bosch said: I
visited Chile, as I've visited the Dom-
inican Republic, Spain, Mexico and
many other countries, My entries and
exits to these pllceg ll::v;&wan been
those of a fugitive,

Bosch said he went to Chile to contact
Pairiay Libertad, an extreme rightist
organization that sources have said
provided Bosch with some of his false
documents,

The Cuban exile hinted that his move-
ment and these “democratic revolution-
aries” were responsible for two terror-
ist attacks in Buenos Aires, Adding,
“ . .. is it that you have forgotten
the attempt on Cuban Ambassador
Emilio Aragones in Buenos Aires . . .

“
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and the blasting of the Mexican em-
bassy in that same city when the
traitor [former Mexican Pruideg.t Luis]
Echeverria announced his visit to
Havana.” )
Aragones escaped injury when his
car was attacked in August 1975 by
four men with machine guns. A bomb
blast damaged the Mexican embassy
in December of the same year, bm:.
there were no injuries.
- Bosch’s remark is apparently the
first time the embassy bombing has
been linked to any Cuban interest or,
activity. - }
Destrite U.S. authorities’ repeated
requests to be allowed to question
Bosch about the Letelier assassination
and several bombings and deaths in:
the Venezuelan government
has withheld its permission.
Nor has there been any action on a
renewed U.S, request, dropped in 1874
without explanation, to have Bosch
returned to.the United States for
prosecution on the paroleviolation
charge.
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